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I    3    ] 
THE 

FOURTH    BOOK 

O  F    T  H  E 

FAIRY  QUEEN: 

CONTAINING 

The  legend  of  Cambell  and  Telamondi 
or  of  Friendfhip. 

I. 

The  rugged  forehead,  that  with  grave  forefight 
Wields  kingdoms  caufes,  and  affairs  of  ilate. 
My  loofer  rhimes,  I  wote,  doth  fliarply  wite. 
For  praifing  Love  as  I  have  done  of  late. 
And  magnifying  lovers  dear  debate  ; 
By  which  frail  youth  is  oft  to  folly  led. 
Through  falfe  allurement  of  that  pleafing  bait. 
That  better  were  in  vertues  difcipled, 

Than  with  vain  poems  weeds  to  have  their  fancies  fed, 

II. 

Such  ones  ill  judge  of  Love,  that  cannot  love. 
Ne  in  their  frozen  hearts  feel  kindly  flame : 
Forthy  they  ought  not  thing  unknown  reprove, 
Ne  natural  affediion  faultlefs  blame. 
For  fault  of  few  that  have  abus'd  the  fame. 
For  it  of  honour  and  all  vertue  is 
The  root,  and  brings  forth  glorious  flowres  of  fame. 
That  crown  true  lovers  with  immortal  blifs. 

The  meed  of  them  that  love,  and  do  not  live  amifs. 
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III. 

Which  whofo  lift  look  back  to  former  ages, 

And  call  to  count  the  things  that  then  were  done. 
Shall  find  tnat  all  the  works  of  thofe  wife  Sages, 
And  brave  exploits  which  great  hereoes  won. 
In  Love  were  either  ended  or  begun  : 
Witnefs  the  father  of  philofophy. 
Which  to  his  Critias^  fhaded  oft  from  fun. 
Of  Love  full  many  lefTons  did  apply. 

The  which  thefe  ftoick  cenfors  cannot  well  deny. 

IV. 

To  fuch  therefore  I  do  not  fing  at  all ; 

But  to  that  facred  faint  my  foveraine  Queen, 
In  whofe  chafte  breaft  all  bounty  natural. 
And  treafures  of  true  Love  enlockcd  been, 
'Bove  all  her  fex  tliat  ever  yet  was  feen  •, 
To  her  I  fing  of  Love,  that  loveth  beft^ 
And  beft  is  lov'd  of  all  alive  I  ween  : 
To  her  this  fong  mofl:  fitly  is  addreft. 

The  Queen  of  Love,  and  Prince  of  peace  from  heaven  bleft. 

V. 

Which  that  fhe  may  the  better  deign  to  hear. 
Do  thou  dred  Infant,  Venus  dearling  dove. 
From  her  high  fpirit  chafe  imperious  fear. 
And  ufe  of  awful  majefty  remove  : 
Inftead  thereof  with  drops  of  melting  Love, 
Dew'd  with  ambrofial  kiiles,  by  thee  gotten 
From  thy  fweet  fmiling  mother  from  above. 
Sprinkle  her  heart,  and  haughty  courage  foften. 

That  Ihe  may  heark  to  Love,  and  read  this  lefibn  ofcerv,- 
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CANTO     I. 

Fair  Britomart  faves  Amoret : 

Duefla  difcord  breeds^ 
^Twixt  Scudamour  and  Blandamour : 

Their  fight  and  warlike  deeds, 

t 

if  lovers  fad  calamities  of  old, 

Full  many  piteous  ftories  do  remain  : 
But  none  more  piteous  ever  was  ytold. 
Than  that  of  Amorets  heart-binding  chain. 
And  this  of  Florimells  unworthy  pain  :  ' 

The  dear  compalTion  of  whofe  bittter  fit 
My  foftned  heart  fo  forely  doth  conftrain. 
That  1  with  tears  full  oft  do  pity  it. 

And  oftentimes  do  wilh  it  never  had  been  writ, 

11. 

For  from  the  time  that  Scudamour  her  bought 
In  per'lous  fight,  fhe  never  joyed  day, 
A  per'lous  fight  when  he  with  force  her  brought 
From  twenty  Knights  that  did  him  all  afTay  : 
Yet  fairly  well  he  did  them  all  difmay  : 
And  with  great  glory  both  the  fhield  of  Love, 
And  eke  the  Lady  felf  he  brought  away; 
Whom  having  wedded  as  did  him  behove, 

A  new  unknowen  mifchief  did  from  him  remove* 

III. 

For  that  fame  vile  enchanter  Biifiran, 

The  very  idi  fame  day  that  flie  was  wedded^ 
Amidft  the  bridal  feafb,  whilfl  every  man 
Surcharg'd  with  wine,  were  heedlefs  and  ill-headed, 
All  bent  to  mirth  before  the  bride  was  bedded, 
Brought  in  that  mafli  of  love  which  late  was  fhownj 
And  there  the  Lady  ill  of  friends  beftedded. 
By  way  of  fport,  as  oft  in  mafics  is  known. 

Conveyed  quite  away  to  living  wight  unknown, 
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IV. 

Seven  months  he  (o  her  kept  in  bitter  fmart, 
Becaufe  his  finful  luft  fhe  would  not  ferve. 
Until  fuch  time  as  noble  Britomart 
Releafed  her,  that  elfe  was  like  to  fterve. 
Through  cruel  knife  that  her  dear  heart  did  kerve. 
And  now  fhe  is  with  her  upon  the  way, 
Marching  in  lovely  wife  that  could  deferve 
No  fpot  of  blame,  though  fpite  did  oft  alTay 

To  blot  her  with  difhonour  of  fo  fair  a  prey. 

V. 

Yet  Ihould  it  be  a  plealant  tale  to  tell 
The  diverfe  ufage  and  demeanure  daint. 
That  each  to  other  made,  as  oft  befell. 
For  Amoret  right  fearful  was  and  faint. 
Left  fhe  with  blame  her  honour  fhould  attaint. 
That  every  word  did  tremble  as  fhe  fpake. 
And  every  look  was  coy,  and  wondrous  quaint. 
And  every  limb  that  touched  her  did  quake: 

Yet  could  fhe  not  but  courteous  count'nance  to  her  make, 

VI. 

For  well  fhe  wift,  as  true  it  was  indeed. 

That  her  life's  Lord,  and  patron  of  her  health. 

Right  well  deferved  as  his  dueful  meed. 

Her  Love,  her  fervice,  and  her  utmoft  wealth. 

All  is  his  juflly,   that  all  freely  dealth  : 

NathMefs  her  honour  dearer  than  her  life. 

She  fought  to  fave,  as  thing  referv*d  from  flealth  j 

Dye  had  fhe  liefer  with  enchanters  knife. 

Than  to  be  falfe  in  Love,  profeft  a  virgin  wife. 

VII. 

Thereto  her  fear  was  made  fo  much  the  greater 
Through  fine  abufion  of  that  Briton  maid  : 
Who  for  to  hide  her  feigned  fex  the  better. 
And  mask  her  wounded  mind,  both  did  and  faid 
Full  many  things  fo  doubtful  to  be  weigh'd 
That  well  {^at  will  not  what  by  them  to  guefs : 
For  otherv/hiles  to  her  fhe  purpofe  made 
Of  Love,  and  othei-whiles  of  luflfulnc'?, 

That  mAich  Ihe  fear'd  his  mind  would  grcv/tofomeexcefsi 
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VIII. 

His  will  fhe  fear'd ;  for  him  flie  furely  thought 
To  be  a  man,  fuch  as  indeed  he  feem'd  ; 
And  much  the  more,  by  that  he  lately  wrought. 
When  her  from  deadly  thraldome  he  redeemed. 
For  which  no  fervice  fhe  too  much  efteem'd  •, 
Yet  dread  of  fhame,  and  doubt  of  foul  difhonour^ 
Made  her  not  yield  fo  much,  as  due  llie  deem'd. 
Yet  Britomart  attended  duly  on  her. 

As  well  became  a  Knight,  and  did  to  her  all  honour. 

IX, 

It  fo  befell  one  evening,  that  they  came 
Unto  a  caftle,  lodged  there  to  be, 
Where  many  a  Knight,  and  many  a  lovely  Dame 
Was  then  alTembled,  deeds  of  arms  to  fee  : 
Amongft  all  which  was  none  more  fair  than  flie. 
That  many  of  them  mov'd  to  eye  her  fore. 
The  cuftom  of  that  place  was  fuch,  that  he 
Which  had  no  Love  nor  Leman  there  in  ftore. 

Should  either  win  him  one,  or  lye  without  the  door* 

X. 

Amongft  the  reft  there  was  a  jolly  Knight, 
Who  being  asked  for  his  Love,  avow'd 
That  faireft  Amoret  was  his  by  right. 
And  offred  that  to  juftifie  aloud. 
The  war-like  virgin,  feeing  his  fo  proud 
And  boaftful  challenge,  v/exed  inly  wroth, 
But  for  the  prefent  did  her  anger  fliroud  •, 
And  faid,  her  Love  to  lofe  (he  was  full  loth, 

But  either  he  (hould  neither  of  them  have,  or  both* 

XL 

So  forth  they  went,  and  both  together  giufted  ; 
But  that  fame  younker  foon  was  over-thrown. 
And  made  repent,   that  he  had  rafhly  lufted 
For  thing  unlawful  that  was  not  his  own  : 
Yetfmce  he  feemed  valiant,  though  unknown. 
She  that  no  lefs  was  courteous  than  ftout, 
Caft  how  to  falve,  that  both  the  Cuftom  fliown 
Were  kept,  and  yet  that  Knight  not  locked  out  \ 

That  feem'd  full  hard  t'accord  two  things  fo  far  in  doubt« 
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XII. 

The  Senefchal  was  call'd  to  deem  the  right  i 
Whom  fhe  requir*d,  that  firft  fair  Amoret 
Might  be  to  her  allow'd,  as  to  a  Knight, 
That  did  her  win,  and  free  from  challenge  fet : 
Which  ftraight  to  her  was  yielded  without  let. 
Then  fince  that  ftrange  Knights  Love  from  him  was 
She  claim'd  that  to  her  felf,  as  Ladies  debt^  [quitted. 
He  as  a  Knight  might  juftly  be  admitted: 

So  none  fhould  be  out-ihut,  fmce  all  of  Loves  were  fitted. 

XIII. 

With-that  her  gliftring  helmet  fhe  unlac'd  -, 

Which  doft,  her  golden  locks,  that  were  up-bound 
Still  in  a  knot,  unto  her  heels  down  trac*d, 
And  like  a  filken  veil  in  compafs  round 
About  her  back  and  all  her  body  wound : 
Like  as  the  Ihining  fky  in  fummers  night. 
What  time  the  days  with  fcorching  heat  abound. 
Is  creafted  all  with  lines  of  firy  light. 

That  it  prodigious  feems  in  common  peoples  fight. 

XIV. 

Such  when  thofe  Knights  and  Ladies  all  about 
Beheld  her,  all  were  with  amazement  fmitj 
And  every  one  *gan  grow  in  fecret  doubt 
Of  this  and  that  according  to  each  wit. 
Some  thought,  that  fome  enchauntment  feigned  it: 
Some,  that  Bello7ia  in  that  warlike  wife 
To  them  appeared,  with  fhield  and  armour  fit  % 
Some  that  it  was  a  mafk  of  ftrange  difguife: 

So  diverily  each  one  did  fundry  doubts  dcvile. 

XV. 

But  that  young  Knight,  which  through  her  gentle  deed 
Was  to  that  goodly  fellowfhip  reftor'd, 
Ten  thoufand  thanks  did  yield  her  for  her  meed,     . 
And  doubly  overcomen,  her  ador'd  : 
So  did  they  all  their  former  fti-ife  accord  % 
And  eke  fair  Amorei,  now  freed  from  fear. 
More  frank  affedion  did  to  her  afford, 
And  to  her  bed,  which  foe  was  wont  forbear. 

Now  freely  drew,  and  found  right  fafe  affjr.ince  there. 
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XVI. 

Where  all  that  night  they  of  their  Loves  did  treaty 
And  hard  adventures  'twixt  themfelves  alone. 
That  each  the  other  'gan  with  pafflon  great. 
And  grief-full  pity  privately  be-nnone. 
The  morrow  next,  fo  foon  as  'Titan  fhone. 
They  both  up-rofe,  and  to  their  ways  them  dight : 
Long  wandred  they,  yet  never  met  with  one 
That  to  their  wills  could  them  direft  aright^ 

Or  to  them  tidings  tell,  that  mote  their  hearts  delight. 

XVII. 

Lo  thus  they  rode,  till  at  the  iaft  they  fpide 

Two  armed  Knights,  that  toward  them  did  pace. 

And  each  of  them  had  riding  by  his  fide 

A  Lady,  feeming  in  fo  far  a  fpace  :  / 

But  Ladies  none  they  were,  albe  in  face 

And  outward  fliew  fair  femblance  they  did  bear; 

For  under  mafk  of  beauty  and  good  grace. 

Vile  treafon  and  foul  falfhood  hidden  were. 

That  mote  to  none  but  to  the  wary-wife  appear. 

XVIII. 

The  one  of  them,  the  falfe  Dueffa  hight. 

That  now  had  chang'd  her  former  wonted  hue : 
For  fhe  could  don  fo  many  fhapes  in  fight, 
As  ever  could  Cameleon  colours  new  ; 
So  could  llie  forge  all  colours,  fave  the  true. 
The  other,  no  whit  better  was- than  flie. 
But  that  fuch  as  fhe  was,  fhe  plain  did  fliew  ; 
Yet  otherwife  much  worfe,  if  worfe  might  bej 

And  daily  more  offenfive  unto  each  decrree. 

XIX. 

Her  name  was  Aie^  mother  of  debate. 

And  all  dilfention,  which  doth  daily  grow 
Amongft  frail  men,  that  many  a  publick  ilate 
And  many  a  private  oft  doth  over-throw. 
Her  faiie  BiieJJa^  who  full  well  did  know 
To  be  moft  rit  to  trouble  noble  Knights 
Vv'hich  hunt  for  honour,  raifed  from  below 
Out  of  the  dwellings  of  the  damned  fprights, 

Where  ilie  in  darknefs  wsftes  her  curfed  days  and  nights. 
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XX. 

Hard  by  the  gates  of  Hell  her  dwelling  is. 

There  whereas  all  the  plagues  and  harms  abound^ 

Which  punifh  wicked  men,  that  walk  amifs  : 

It  is  a  darkfome  delve  far  under  ground. 

With  thorns  and  barren  brakes  environd  roundj 

That  none  the  fame  may  eafily  out- win  ; 

Yet  many  ways  to  enter  may  be  found. 

But  none  to  iffue  forth  when  one  is  in  : 

For  difcord  harder  is  to  end  than  to  begin. 

XXI. 

And  all  within,  the  riven  walls  were  hung. 
With  ragged  monuments  of  times  fore-pall ; 
All  which  the  fad  efFefts  of  difcord  fung  : 
There  were  rent  robes,  and  broken  fcepters  plac'd 
Altars  defil'd,  and  holy  things  defac'd, 
Difhiver'd  fpears,  and  Ihields  ytorn  in  twain 
Great  cities  ranfackt,  and  llrong  caftles  ras'd. 
Nations  captived,  and  huge  armies  flain  : 

Of  all  which  ruins  there  fome  reliques  did  remain, 

XXIL 

There  was  the  fign  of  antique  Babylon, 

Of  fatal  Thebes,  of  Rome  that  reigned  long. 
Of  facred  Salem,  and  fad  Ilion, 
For  fnemory  of  which,  on  high  there  hong 
The  golden  apple  (caufe  of  all  their  wrong) 
For  which  the  three  fair  Goddefles  did  ftrive  : 
There  alfo  was  the  name  of  Nimrod  ftrong. 
Of  Alexander,  and  his  Princes  five. 

Which  lliar'd  to  them  the  fpoils  that  he  had  got  alive. 

XXIII. 

And  there  the  reliques  of  the  drunken  fray. 
The  which  amongft  the  Lapthees  befell. 
And  of  the  bloody  feaft,  which  fent  away 
So  many  Centaurs  drunken  fouls  to  hell. 
That  under  great  Alcides  fury  fell : 
And  of  the  dreadful  difcord,  which  did  drive 
The  noble  Argonauts  to  out-rage  fell, 
That  each  of  life  fought  others  to  deprive,      [drive. 

All  mindlefs  o^  the  golden-fleece,  which  made  thera 
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XXIV. 

And  eke  of  private  perfons  many  moe. 

That  were  too  long  a  work  to  count  them  all ; 
Some  of  fworn  friends,  that  did  their  faith  forgoe  : 
Some  of  born  brethren  prov'd  unnatural ; 
Some  of  dear  lovers,  foes  perpetual  : 
Witnefs  their  broken  bands  there  to  be  feen. 
Their  girlonds  rent,  their  bowres  defpoiled  all ; 
The  monuments  whereof  there  bideing  been. 

As  plain  as  at  the  firft,  when  they  were  freih  and  green. 

XXV. 

Such  was  her  houfe  within  ;  but  all  without. 
The  barren  ground  was  full  of  wicked  weeds. 
Which  fhe  her  k\^  had  fowen  all  about, 
Now  growen  great,  at  firft  of  little  feeds, 
The  feeds  of  evil  words,   and  faftious  deeds ; 
Which  when  to  ripenefs  due  they  growen  are. 
Bring  forth  an  infinite  increafe,   that  breeds 
Tumultuous  trouble  and  contentious  jar. 

The  which  moft  often  end  in  blood-lhed  and  in  war. 

XXVI. 

And  thofe  fame  curled  feeds  do  alfo  ferve 
To  her  for  bread,  and  yield  her  living  food : 
For  life  it  is  to  her,  when  others  fterve 
Through  mifchievous  debate,  and  deadly  feud. 
That  fhe  may  fuck  their  life,  and  drink  their  blood. 
With  which  fhe  from  her  childhood  had  been  fed. 
For  fhe  at  firft  was  born  of  hellifh  brood, 
And  by  infernal  Furies  nourifhed. 

That  by  her  monftrous  Hiape  might  eafily  be  read. 
XXVIL 

Her  face  moft  foul  and  filthy  was  too  fee. 
With  fquinted  eyes  contrary  ways  intended. 
And  loathly  mouth,  unmeet  a  mouth  to  be. 
That  nought  but  gall  and  venom  comprehended. 
And  wicked  words,  that  God  and  man  offended  : 
Her  lying  tongue  was  in  two  parts  divided. 
And  both  the  parts  did  fpeak,  "and  both  contended  ; 
And  as  her  tongue,  fo  was  her  heart:  difcided. 

That  never  thoughtone  thing,but  doubly  ilill  was  guidcc^. 
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XXXVIII. 

Als  as  file  double  fpake,  fo  heard  (he  double, 
With  matchlefs  ears  deformed  and  dillort, 
Fill'd  with  falfe  rumours  and  feditious  trouble, 
Bred  in  aflemWies  of  the  vulgar  fort, 
That  ftill  are  led  with  every  light  report. 
And  as  her  ears,  fo  eke  her  feet  were  odd. 
And  much  unlike;  th'one  long,  the  other  fhort^ 
And  both  mifplac'dj  that  when  th'  one  forward  yodcj 

The  other  back  retired,  and  contrary  trode. 

XXIX. 

Likewile  unequal  were  her  handes  twain  : 
That  one  did  reach,  the  other  puflit  away  ; 
That  one  did  make,  the  other  mar'd  again. 
And  fought  to  bring  all  things  unto  decay  •, 
Whereby  great  riches,  gather'd  many  a  day. 
She  in  Ihort  fpace  did  often  bring  to  nought, 
And  their  poffefTors  often  did  difmay. 
For  all  her  ftudy  was,  and  all  her  thought,    [wrought. 

How  Ihe  might  overthrow  the  things  that  concord 

XXX. 

So  much  her  malice  did  her  might  furpafs, 
That  ev'n  th'Almighty  felf  Ihe  did  malign, 
Becaufe  to  man  fo  merciful  he  was, 
And  unto  all  his  creatures  fo  benign, 
Sith  (he  herfelf  was  of  his  grace  indign  : 
For  all  this  worlds  fair  workmanfhip  fhe  tride. 
Unto  his  lait  confufion  to  bring. 
And  that  great  golden  chain  quite  to  divide, 

With  which  it  bleffed  concord  hath  together  tide^     -— 

XXXI. 

Such  was  that  Hag,  which  with  J^uefja  rode  ; 
And  ferving  her  in  her  malicious  ufe. 
To  hurt  good  Knights,  was  as  it  were  her  bawd, 
To  fell  her  borrow'd  beauty  to  abufe. 
For  though  like  wither'd  tree,  that  wanteth  juice. 
She  old  and  crooked  were,  yet  now  of  latcj 
As  frefh  and  fragrant  as  the  flowre-deluce 
She  was  become,  by  change  of  her  eitate, 

And  made  full  goodly  joyance  to  her  new  found  mate. 
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XXXII. 

Her  mate  he  was  a  jolly  youthful  Knight, 
That  bore  great  fway  in  arms  and  chivalry. 
And  was  indeed  a  man  of  niickle  might : 
His  name  was  Blandamour,  that  did  defcry 
His  fickle  mind  full  of  inconftancy. 
And  now  himfelf  he  fitted  had  ri^ht  well. 
With  two  companions  of  like  quality, 
Faithlefs  Duejfa,  and  falfe  Paridell, 

That  whether  were  more  falfe,  full  hard  it  is  to  telL 

XXXIII. 

Now  when  this  Gallant,  with  his  goodly  crew. 
From  far  efpide  the  famous  Britomart, 
Like  Knight  adventurous  in  outward  view. 
With  his  fair  Paragon  (his  conquefts  part) 
Approching  nigh,  eftfoons  his  wanton  heart 
Was  tickled  with  delight,  and  jefting  faid ; 
Lo  there.  Sir  Paridell,  for  your  defart. 
Good  luck  prefents  you  with  yond  lovely  maid. 

For  pity  that  ye  want  a  fellow  for  your  aid, 

XXXIV. 

By  that  the  lovely  pair  drew  nigh  to  hond  : 
Whom  whenas  Paridell  more  plain  beheld, 
Albe  in  heart  he  like  aff^e6lion  fond. 
Yet  mindful  how  he  late  by  one  was  feFd, 
That  did  thofe  arms  and  that  fame  fcutchion  weld. 
He  had  fmail  lull  to  buy  his  Love  fo  dear  : 
But  anfwer'd,  Sir,  him  wife  I  never  held. 
That  having  once  efcaped  peril  near, 
■^  Would  afterwards  afrefh  the  fleepingevil  rear. 

XXXV. 

This  Knight  too  late  his  manhood  and  his  might 
I  did  affay,  that  me  right  dearly  coil ; 
Ne  lift  I  for  revenge  provoke  new  fight, 
Ne  for  light  Ladies  love,  that  foon  is  loft. 
The  hot-lpur  youth  fo  fcorning  to  be  croft. 
Take  then  to  you  this  Dame  of  mine  quoth  he, 
And  1  without  your  peril  or  your  coft, 
Will  challenge  yond  fame  other  for  my  fee 

So  forth  he  fiercely  prickt,  that  one  him  fcarce  could  fee. 
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XXXVI. 

The  warlike  Britonnefs  her  foon  addreft. 

And  with  fuch  uncouth  welcome  did  receive 
Her  feigned  Paramour,  her  forced  guell. 
That  being  forc'd  his  faddle  foon  to  leave, 
Himfelf  he  did  of  his  new  Love  deceive  : 
And  made  himfelf  th'enfampie  of  his  folly. 
Which  done  fhe  paffed  forth  not  taking  leave. 
And  left  him  now  as  fad  as  whilome  jolly. 

Well  warned  to  beware  with  whom  he  dar'd  to  dally, 
XXXVII. 

Which  when  his  other  company  beheld. 
They  to  his  fuccour  ran  with  ready  aid  : 
And  finding  him  unable  once  to  wel'd. 
They  reared  him  on  horfe-back,  and  up-ftayd. 
Till  on  his  way  they  had  him  forth  convay'd  : 
And  all  the  way  with  wondrous  grief  of  mind 
And  fhame,  he  fliew'd  himfelf  to  be  difmay'd. 
More  for  the  Love  which  he  had  left  behind. 

Than  that  which  he  had  to  Sir  Paridell  refign*d. 
XXXVIII. 

Nath'lefs,  he  forth  did  march  well  as  he  might. 
And  made  good  femblance  to  his  company, 
DilTembling  his  difeafe  and  evil  plight; 
Till  that  ere  long  they  chanced  to  efpy 
Two  other  Knights,  that  towards  them  did  ply 
With  fpeedy  courfe,  as  bent  to  charge  them  new.  . 
Whom  whenas  Blandamour,  approchmg  nigh, 
Perceiv'd  to  be  fuch  as  they  feem'd  in  view, 

He  was  full  woe,  and  'gan  his  former  grief  renew. 

XXXIX. 

For  th'one  of  them  he  perfedly  defcride. 
To  be  Sir  Scudamour  by  that  he  bore 
The  God  of  Love,  with  wings  difplayed  wide; 
Whom  mortally  he  hated  evermore 
Both  for  his  worth  (that  all  men  did  adore) 
And  eke  becaufe  his  Loi^e  he  won  by  right : 
Which  when  he  thought,  it  grieved  him  full  fore. 
That  through  the  bruifes  of  his  former  fight, 

He  now  unable  was  to  wreak  his  old  defpight. 
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XL. 

Forthy  he  thus  to  Paridell  befpake. 

Fair  Sir,  ot  friendfhip  let  me  now  you  pray. 
That  as  I  late  adventur'd  for  your  fake. 
The  hurts  whereof  me  now  from  battle  ftay. 
Ye  will  me  now  with  like  good  turn  repay. 
And  juftifie  my  caufe  on  yonder  Knight. 
Ah  Sir!  faid  Paridell,  do  not  difmay 
Your  felf  for  this  ;  my  felf  will  for  you  fight. 

As  ye  have  done  for  me  :  the  left  hand  rubs  the  right. 

XLI. 

With  that  he  put  his  fpurs  unto  his  fteed. 
With  fpear  in  reft,  and  toward  him  did  fare. 
Like  fhaft  out  of  a  bow  preventing  fpeed. 
But  Scudantour  was  fhortly  well  aware 
Of  his  approach,  and  'gan  himfelf  prepare 
Him  to  receive  with  entertainment  meet. 
So  furioufly  they  met,  that  either  bare 
The  other  down  under  their  horfes  feet. 

That  what  of  them  became,  themfelves  did  fcarcely  weet. 

XLH. 

As  when  two  billows  in  the  Irifh  founds. 
Forcibly  driven  with  contrary  tides, 
Do  meet  together,  each  aback  rebounds 
With  roaring  rage  •,  and  dafhing  on  all  fides, 
That  filleth  all  the  fea  with  foame,  divides 
The  doubtful  current  into  divers  ways  : 
So  fell  thofe  two  in  fpight  of  both  their  prides ; 
But  Scudamour  himfelf  did  foon  up-raife. 

And  mounting  light,  his  foe  for  lying  long  upbrays^ 

XLIIL 

Who  rolled  on  an  heap,  lay  ftill  in  fwound. 
All  carelefs  of  his  taunt  and  bitter  rail : 
Till  that  the  reft  him  feeing  lye  on  ground. 
Ran  haftily,  to  weet  what  did  him  ail. 
Where  finding  that  the  breath  'gan  him  to  fail. 
With  bufie  care  they  ftrove  him  to  awake, 
And  doft  his  helmet,  and  undid  his  mail : 
So  much  they  did,  that  at  the  laft  they  brake 

His  ilumber,  yet  fo  'mazed,  that  he  nothing  fpake. 
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XLIV. 

[Which  whenas  Blandamour  beheld,  he  faid, 
Falfe  faitour  Saidamour-,  that  haft  by  flight 
And  foul  advantage  this  good  Knight  difmay'd 
A  Knight  much  better  than  thy  felf  behight ; 
Well  falls  it  thee  that  I  am  not  in  plight. 
This  day,  to  wreak  the  damage  by  thee  done  : 
Such  is  thy  wont,  that  ilill  when  any  Knight 
Is  weakned,  then  thou  doft  him  over-run  j 

So  hail  thou  to  thy  felf  falfe  honour  often  woq, 

XLV. 

He  little  anfwer'd,  but  in  manly  heart 
His  mighty  indignation  did  forbdftr  % 
Which  was  not  yet  fo  fecret,  but  fome  part 
Thereof  did  in  his  frowning  face  appear : 
Like  as  a  gloomy  cloud,  the  which  doth  bear 
An  hideous  ftorm,  is  by  the  northern  blaft 
Quite  over-blown,  yet  doth  not  pafs  fo  clear. 
But  that  it  all  the  fl<y  doth  over-cafi: 

"With  darknefs  dred,  and  threatens  all  the  world  to  wafte. 

XLVL 

Ah  !  gentle  Knight,  then  falfe  Dueffa  faid. 
Why  do  ye  ftrive  for  Ladies  love  fo  forCj 
Whofe  chief  defire  is  love  and  friendly  aid 
Mongil  gentle  Knights  to  nourifh  evermore  ? 
Ne  be  ye  wroth  Sir  Scudammr  therefore. 
That  fhe  your  Love  lift  love  another  Knight, 
T^e  do  your  felf  diilike  awhit  the  more  -, 
For  Love  is  free,  and  led  with  felf  delight, 

Ne  will  enforced  be  with  maifterdom  or  might. 
XLVII. 

So  falfe  Dueffa :  but  vile  Ate  thus ; 

Both  fooUfh  Knights,  I  can  but  laugh  at  bothj 
That  ftrive  and  ftorm  with  ftir  outrageous. 
For  her  that  each  of  you  alike  doth  loath. 
And  loves  another,  with  whom  now  fhe  go*th 
In  lovely  wife,  and  ileeps,  and  fports,  and  plays  ; 
Whil'ft  both  you  here  with  many  a  curfed  oath. 
Swear  fhe  is  yours,  and  ftir  up  bloody  frays. 

To  win  a  willow- bough,  whilft  other  wears  the  bays. 
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XLVIII. 

Vile  Hag  faid  Scudamour,  why  doft  thou  lye  f 
And  falfly  feek'ft  a  vertuous  wight  to  Ihame  ? 
Fond  Knight,  faid  Ihe,  the  thing  that  with  this  eye 
I  faw,  why  fhould  I  doubt  to  tell  the  fame  ? 
Then  tell,  quoth  Blmdamour^  and  fear  no  blame^ 
Tell  what  thou  faw'ft,  maulgre  who-fo  it  hears. 
I  faw  quoth  fhe,  a  ftranger  Knight,  whofe  name 
I  wote  not  well,  but  in  his  fhield  he  bears 

(That  well  I  wote)  the  heads  of  many  broken  fpears; 

XLIX. 

I  faw  him  have  your  Amoret  at  will, 

I  faw  him  kifs,  I  faw  him  her  embrace, 
I  faw  him  lleep  with  her  all  night  his  fillj 
All  many  nights,  and  many  by  in  place^ 
That  prefent  were  to  teftifie  the  cafe. 
Which  whenas  Scudamour  did  hear,  his  heart 
Was  thrild  with  inward  grief,  as  when  in  chace 
The  Parthian  (Irikes  a  Stag  with  fhivering  dart. 

The  beaft  aftonifht  Hands  in  middeft  of  his  fmart. 

So  ftood  Sir  Scudamour  when  this  he  heard  ; 
Ne  word  he  had  to  fpeak  for  great  difmay. 
But  lookt  on  Glauce  gnm^  who  wox  afFear'd 
Of  outrage  for  the  words  which  fhe  heard  fay, 
Albe  untrue  fhe  wift  them  by  aflay. 
But  Blafidamour,  whenas  he  did  efpy 
His  change  of  chear,  that  anguifh  did  bewrayj 
He  wox  lull  blith,  as  he  had  got  thereby, 

^And  'gan  thereat  to  triumph  without  vi<5tory» 

LI. 

Lo  recreant,  faid  he,  the  fruitlefs  end 

Of  thy  vain  boaft,  and  fpoil  of  Love  mifgotten. 
Whereby  the  name  of  Knighthood  thou  doft  Ihend^ 
And  all  true  lovers  with  difbonour  blotten  : 
All  things  not  rooted  well,  will  foon  be  rotten. 
Fie,  fie,  falfe  Knight,  then  falfe  Dueffa  cride. 
Unworthy  life  that  Love  with  guile  haft  gotten  j 
Be  thou,  where-ever  thou  do  go  or  ride. 
Loathed  of  Ladies  all,  and  of  all  Knights  defide. 
Vol.  IL  B 


^0  THE  FAIRY  QUEEN,     Book  IV. 

LII. 

But  Scudamout  (for  pafling  great  defpight) 
Staid  not  td  anfwer,  fcarcely  did  refrain. 
But  that  in  all  thofe  Knights  and  Ladies  fight> 
He  for  revenge  had  guiltlefs  Glance  flain  : 
But  being  paft,  he  thus  began  amain  ; 
Falfe  traytor  Squire,  falfe  Squire  of  falfeft  Knight, 
"Why  doth  mine  hand  from  thine  avenge  abftain, 
Whofe  Lord  hath  done  my  Love  this  foul  defpight  ? 

Why  do  I  not  it  wreak  on  thee,  now  in  my  might  ? 

LIII. 

Difcourteous,  difloyal  Britomart, 

Untrue  to  God,  and  unto  man  unjuft. 
What  vengeance  due  can  equal  thy  defart. 
That  haft  with  fhameful  fpot  of  fmful  luft 
Defil'd  the  pledge  committed  to  thy  truft  ? 
Let  ugly  fhame,  and  endlefs  infamy 
Colour  thy  name  with  foul  reproches  ruft. 
Yet  thou  falfe  Squire  his  fault  Ihalt  dear  aby. 

And  with  thy  punilhment  his  penance  llialt  fupply.' 

LIV. 

The  aged  Dame  him  feeing  fo  enrag'd. 

Was  dead  with  fear  ;  nath'lefs  as  need  requir'd. 
His  flaming  fury  fought  to  have  affuag'd 
With  fober  words,  that  fufferance  defir'd. 
Till  time  the  trial  of  her  truth  expir'd  : 
And  evermore  fought  Britomart  to  clear. 
But  he  the  more  with  furious  rage  was  fir'd. 
And  thrice  his  hand  to  kill  her  did  uprear. 

And  thrice  he. drew  it  back:  fo  did  at  laft  forbear. 
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CANTO    ITo 

Blandamour  wins  fdfe  Florimella 

Paridell  for  her  Jhrives, 
TJhey  are  accorded'.  Agape 

Doth  lengthen  her  Sons  lives^ 

L 

^irebrand  of  hell,  firfl  tin'd  in  Phlegelon, 

By  thoufand  Furies,  and  from  thence  out*thrown 
Into  this  world,  to  work  confufion. 
And  fet  it  all  on  fire  (by  force  unknown) 
Is  wicked  Difcord  ;  whofe  fmall  fparks,  once  blownj 
None  but  a  God,  or  god-like  man  can  flake  j 
Such  as  was  Orpheus,  that  when  llrife  was  grown 
Amongft  thofe  famous  imps  of  Greece,  did  take 

His  filver  harp  in  hand,  and  fhortly  friends  them  make,' 

II. 

Or  fuch  as  that  celeftial  pfalmiil  was, 

That  when  the  wicked  Fiend  his  Lord  tormented, 
With  heavenly  notes  that  did  all  other  pafs. 
The  outrage  of  his  furious  fit  relented. 
Such  mufick  is  wife  worxds  with  time  concented^ 
To  moderate  fliffminds,  difpos'd  to  (Irife: 
Such  as  that  prudent  Roman  well  invented, 
What  time  his  people  into  parts  did  rive. 

Them  reconcil'd  again,  and  to  their  homes  did  drive» 

III. 

Such  us'd  wife  Glauce  to  that  wrathful  Knight, 
To  calm  the  tempeft  of  his  troubled  thought : 
Yet  Blandamour,  with  terms  of  foul  defpight. 
And  Paridell  her  fcorn'd,  and  fet  at  nought. 
As  old  and  crooked,  and  not  good  for  ought* 
Both  they  unvv^ife,  and  warelefs  of  the  evil, 
That  by  themfeives,  unto  themfelves  js  wrought, 
Through  that  falfe  Witch  and  that  foul  aged  drevj]^ 

The  oa^a  Fiend,  the  other  an  incarnate  DeviL 

^2 
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IV. 

With  whom,  as  they  thus  rode  accompanide, 
They  were  encountred  of  a  lufty  Knight, 
That  had  a  goodly  Lady  by  his  fide, 
To  whom  he  made  great  dalliance  and  delight. 
It  was  to  weet  the  bold  Sir  Ferraugh  hight, 
He  that  from  Braggadochio  whilome  reft 
The  fnowy  Florimeli,  whofe  beauty  bright 
Made  him  feem  happy  for  fo  glorious  theft  i 

Yet  was  it  in  due  trial  but  a  wandring  weft. 


V. 


Which  whenas  Blandamour  (whofe  fancy  light 
Was  alv/ays  flitting,  as  the  wavering  wind. 
After  each  beauty  that  appear'd  in  fight) 
Beheld,  eftfoons  it  prickt  his  wanton  mind 
With  fting  of  luft  that  reafons  eye  did  blind. 
That  to  Sir  Paridell  thefe  words  he  fent ; 
Sir  Knight,  why  ride  ye  dumpifh  thus  behind. 
Since  fo  good  fortune  doth  to  you  prefent 

So  fair  a  fpoil,  to  make  you  joyous  merriment  ? 

VI. 

But  Paridell,  that  had  too  late  a  trial 
Of  the  bad  iffue  of  his  counfel  vain. 
Lift  not  to  heark,  but  miade  this  fair  denial ; 
Laft  turn  was  mine,  well  proved  to  my  pain  : 
This  now  be  yours,  God  fend  you  better  gain. 
Whofe  fcoffed  words  he  taking  half  in  fcorn. 
Fiercely  forth  prickt  his  fteed,  as  in  difdain 
Againft  that  Knight,  ere  he  him  v/ell  could  torne  x 

By  means  whereof,  he  hath  him  lightly  over-borne. 

VII. 

Who  with  the  fuddain  flroke  aftoniilit  fore. 
Upon  the  ground  awhile  in  dumber  lay  ; 
The  whiles,  his  Love  away  the  other  bore, 
And  {hewing  her,  did  P  an  dell  iiphvay -, 
Lo  fluggilh  Knight,  the  vidors  happy  prey  : 
So  fortune  friends  the  bold.     Whom  Paridell 
Seeing  fo  fair  indeed  (as  he  did  fay) 
^    His  heart  with  fecret  envy  'gan  to  fwell. 
And  inly  grudge  at  him,  that  he  had  fped  fo,  well. 
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VIII. 

Nath'lefs,  proud  man  himfelf  the  other  deem'd. 
Having  fo  peedefs  paragon  ygot. 
For  fure  the  faireft  Florimell  him  feem'd, 
To  him  was  fallen  for  his  happy  lot, 
Whofe  like  alive  on  earth  he  weened  not : 
Therefore  he  her  did  court,  did  ferve,  did  wooc. 
With  humbled  fuit  that  he  imagine  mot. 
And  all  things  did  devife,  and  all  things  d^o^ 

That  might  her  Love  prepare,  and  liking  win  thereto, 

IX. 

She  in  regard  thereof,  him  recompenft 

With  golden  words,  and  goodly  countenance, 
And  fuch  fond  favours  fparingly  difpenO: : 
Sometimes  him  blefling  with  a  light  eye-glance. 
And  coy  looks  tempring  with  loofe  dalliance  j 
Some-times  eftranging  him  in  iterner  wife. 
That  having  cafl  him  in  a  foolifli  trance, 
He  feemed  brought  to  bed  in  paradife. 

And  prov'd  himfelf  moftfool,  inwhathe  feem'd  mofl: wifel 

X. 

So  great  a  miftrefs  of  her  art  fhe  was, 
And  perfeftly  praftiz'd  in  womans  craft, 
That  though  therein  himfelf  he  thought  to  pafs, 
And  by  his  falfe  allurements  wylie  draft. 
Had  thoufand  women  of  their  Love  beraft. 
Yet  now  he  was  furpriz'd  :  for  that  falfe  fpright. 
Which  that  fame  Witch  had  in  this  form  engraft. 
Was  fo  expert  in  every  fubtile  flight, 

That  it  could  over-reach  the  wifeft  earthly  wight. 

XI. 

Yet  he  to  her  did  daily  fervice  more. 
And  daily  more  deceived  was  thereby  •, 
Yet  Paridell  him  envied  therefore. 
As  feeming  plac'd  in  fole  felicity  : 
So  blind  is  luft  falfe  colours  to  defcry. 
But  Ate  foon  difcovouring  his  dcfire. 
And  finding  now  fit  opportunity 
To  ftir  up  ftrife,  twixt  love,  and  fpice,  and  a'*, 

Did  privily  put  coals  unto  his  fierce  fire. 

B  ^  ■ 
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XII. 

By  fundry  means  there  to  fhe  prickt  him  forth ; 
Now  with  remembrance  of  thofe  fpightful  fpeeches. 
Now  with  opinion  of  his  own  more  worth, 
Now  with  recounting  of  hke  former  breaches 
Made  in  their  friendfliip,  as  that  Hag  him  teaches  : 
And  ever  when  his  paffion  is  allayd. 
She  it  revives,  and  new  occafion  reaches  : 
That  on  a  time,  as  they  together  way'd. 
He  made  him  open  challenge,  and  thus  boldly  faid  ; 

XIII. 
Too  boaitful  Bhndamour^  too  long  I  bear 
The  open  wrongs  thou  doft  me  day  by  day ; 
Well  know'ft  thou  when  we  friendlliip  firft  did  fwear. 
The  covenant  was,  that  every  fpoil  or  prey 
Should  equally  be  Ihar'd  betwixt  us  tway  *. 
Where  is  my  part  theri  of  this  Lady  bright. 
Whom  to  thylelf  thou  .akeft  quite  away  ? 
K.ender  therefore  therein  to  me  my  right. 
Or  anfwer  for  thy  wrong,  as  fhall  fall  out  in  fight. 

XIV. 
Exceeding  wroth  thereat  was  Blandamour, 
And  'gan  this  bitter  anfwer  to  him  make; 
Too  foolifh  Paridell^  that  faireft  fiowre 
Would'ft  gather  fain,  and  yet  no  pains  would'ft  take: 
But  not  fo  eafie  will  I  her  forfake  ; 
This  hand  her  won,  this  hand  fhall  her  defend. 
With  that,  they  'gan  their  fhivering  fpears  to  Ihake, 
And  deadly  points  at  cithers  breaft  to  bend. 
Forgetful  each  to  have  been  ever  others  friend, 

XV. 
Their  fiery  fteeds,  with  fo  untamed  force. 
Did  bear  them  both  to  fell  avenges  end, 
That  both  their  fpears  with  pitilefs  remorfe. 
Through  fhield  and  mail,  and  haberjeon  did  wend. 
And  in  their  fiefh  a  griefly  pafiage  rend, 
That  with  the  fury  of  their  own  alFret, 
Each  other  horfe  and  man  to  ground  did  fend  ; 
V/here  lying  ftiil  awhile,  both  did  forget 
The  per'lous  prefent  ftoundj  in  which  their  lives  weref^t. 
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XVI. 

As  when  two  warlike  brigandines  at  fea. 

With  murd'rous  weapons  arm'd  to  cruel  fight. 
Do  meet  together  on  the  watry  lea. 
They  ftem  each  other  with  fo  fell  defpight, 
That  with  the  fhock  of  their  own  heedlefs  might. 
Their  wooden  ribs  are  Ihaken  nigh  afunder; 
They  which  from  fliore  behold  the  dreadful  fight 
Of  flalhing  fire,  and  hear  the  ordnance  thunder. 
Do  greatly  ftand  amaz'd  at  fuch  unwonted  wonder. 

XVIL 
At  length  they  both  upftarted  in  amaze ; 
As  men  awaked  ralhly  out  of  dream, 
And  round  about  themfelves  awhile  did  gaze. 
Till  feeing  her  that  Florimell  did  feem. 
In  doubt  to  whom  Ihe  vidory  Ihould  deem. 
There  with  their  dulled  fprights  they  edg'd  anew. 
And  drawing  both  their  fwords  with  rage  extream. 
Like  two  mad  mafliffs,  each  on  other  flew. 
And  fliields  did  fhare,  and  mails  did  rafh,  and  helms  didhew, 

XVIII. 
So  furioufly  each  other  did  affail, 
As  if  their  fouls  they  would  attonce  have  rent 
Out  of  their  breafts,  that  ftreams  of  blood  did  rail 
Adown  as  if  their  fprings  of  life  were  fpent ; 
That  all  the  ground  with  purple  blood  was  fprent. 
And  all  their  armours  ftain'd  with  bloody  gore  : 
Yet  fcarcely  once  to  breathe  would  they  relent  j 
So  mortal  was  their  malice  and  fo  fore, 
Become  of  feigned  friendfhip  which  they  vow'd  afore. 

XIX. 
And  that  which  is  for  Ladies  mod  befitting. 
To  Hint  all  ftrife,  and  fofter  friendly  peace. 
Was  from  thole  Dames  fo  far  and  fo  unfitting. 
As  that  inftead  of  praying  them  furceafe, 
They  did  much  more  their  cruelty  increafe  ; 
Bidding  them  fight  for  honour  of  their  Love, 
And  rather  dye  than  Ladies  caufe  releale. 
With  which  vain  terms  fo  much  they  did  them  move, 
That  both  refolv'd  the  laft  extremities  to  prove. 
.    ■  B  4 
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XX. 

There  they  (I  ween  j  would  fight  until  this  day. 
Had  not. a  Squire  (even  he  the  Squire  of  Damesj 
By  great  adventure  travelled  that  way  ; 
Who  feeing  both  bent  to  fo  bloody  games. 
And  both  of  old  well  knowing  by  their  names. 
Drew  nigh,  to  weet  the  caufe  of  their  debate  : 
And  firft,  laid  on  thofe  Ladies  thoufand  blames, 
That  did  not  feek  t'  appeafe  their  deadly  hate. 

But  gazed  on  their  harms,  not  pitying  their  eftate. 

XXI. 

And  then,  thofe  Knights  he  humbly  did  befeech 
To  ftay  their  hands,  till  he  awhile  had  fpoken  ; 
Who  lookt  a  little  up  at  that  his  fpeech. 
Yet  would  not  let  their  battle  fo  be  broken. 
Both  greedy  fierce  on  other  to  be  wroken. 
Yet  he  to  them  fo  earneftly  did  call. 
And  them  conjur'd  by  fome  well  knowen  token, 
That  they  at  laft,  their  wrathful  hands  let  fall, 

Content  to  hear  him  fpeak,  and  glad  to  reft  withalL  ' 

XXII. 

Firfl  he  defir'd  their  caufe  of  ftrife  to  fee : 
They  faid,  it  v>?as  for  love  o^  FkrimeU. 
Ah  !  gentle  Knights,  quoth  he,  how  may  that  be  ? 
And  fhe  fo  far  aftray,  as  none  can  tell. 
Fond  Squire,  full  angry  then  faid  Paridell, 
Sceft  not  the  Lady  there  before  thy  face  ? 
He  looked  back,  and  her  avifing  well, 
Weend  as  he  faid,  by  that  her  outward  grace^ 

That  faireft  Florimell  was  prefent  there  in  place. 

XXIII. 

Glad  man  was  he  to  fee  that  joyous  fight 
(For  nope  alive  but  joy'd  in  Florimell) 
And  lowly  to  her  louting,  thus  behight  % 
Faireft  of  fair,  that  fairnefs  doft  excell. 
This  happy  day  I. have  to  greet  you  well, 
Jn  which  you  fafe  I  fee,  whom  thoufands  late 
Mifdoubted  loft  through  mifchief  that  befell  j 
Long  may. you  live  in  health  and  happy  ftate. 

She  little  anfv/er'd  hiin,  but  lightly  did  aggrate. 
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XXIV. 
Then  turning  to  thofe  Knights,  he  'gan  anew  ; 

And  you  Sir  Blandamour  and  Paridell^ 
That  for  this  Lady  prefent  in  your  view. 
Have  rais'd  this  cruel  war  and  outrage  fell, 
Certes  (me  feems  j  been  not  advifed  well : 
But  rather  ought  in  friendfhip  for  her  fake 
To  join  your  force,  their  forces  to  repell 
That  feek  perforce  her  from  you  both  to  take ; 

And  of  your  gotten  fpoil,  their  own  triumph  to  make' 

XXV. 

Thereat,  Sir  Blandamour,  with  count'nance  ftern. 
All  full  of  wrath,  thus  fiercely  him  befpake  ; 
Aread,  thou  Squire,  that  I  the  man  may  learn. 
That  dare  from  me  think  Florimell  to  take. 
Not  one,  quoth  he,  but  many  do  partake 
Herein,  as  thus :  It  lately  fo  befell, 
That  Satyrane  a  girdle  did  up-take. 
Well  known  to  appertain  to  Florimell  % 

Which  for  her  fake  he  wore,  as  him  befeemed  well. 

XXVL 

But  whenas  llie  her  felf  was  loft  and  gone. 
Full  many  Knights,  that  loved  her  like  dear. 
Thereat  did  greatly  grudge,  that  he  alone 
That  loft  fair  Ladies  ornament  ftiould  wear. 
And  'gan  therefore  clofe  fpite  to  him  to  bear: 
Which  he  to  ftiun,  and  ftop  vile  envies  fting. 
Hath  lately  caus'd  to  be  proclaim'd  each  where 
A  folemn  feaft,  with  publick  turneying. 

To  which  all  Knights  with  them  their  Ladies  are  tobringo 

XXVII. 

And  of  them  all,  fhe  that  is  faireft  found. 
Shall  have  that  golden  girdle  for  reward  ; 
And  of  thofe  Knights  who  is  moft  ftout  on  ground. 
Shall  to  that  faireft  Lady  be  prefar'd. 
Since  therefore  flie  herfelf  is  now  your  ward. 
To  you  that  ornament  of  hers  pertains, 
Againft  all  thofe  that  challenge  it  to  guard. 
And  fave  her  honour  with  yourventrous  pains; 

That.lhall  you  win  more  glory,  than  ye  here  find  gams. 


a^ 
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XXVilL 

When  they  the  reafon  of  his  words  had  heard. 
They  'gan  abate  the  rancour  of  their  rage. 
And  with  tlieir  honours  and  their  Loves  regard. 
The  furious  flames  of  mahce  to  afluage. 
Tho  each  to  other  did  his  faith  engage  ; 
Like  faithful  friends  thence-forth  to  join  in  one 
With  all  their  force,  and  battle  ftrong  to  wage 
Gainll  all  thofe  Knights,  as  their  profefTed  fone. 

That  challenged  ought  in  Flonmell^  fave  they  alone. 


So  well  accorded,  forth  they  rode  together 
\ti  fricAdly  fort,  that  lafted  but  awhile  ; 
And  of  all  old  diilikes  they  made  fair  weather  : 
Yet  all  was  torg'd,  and  fpred  with  golden  foil. 
That  under  it  hid  hate  and  hollow  guile. 
Ne  certes  can  that  friendfhip  long  endure, 
However  gay  and  goodly  be  the  ftile. 
That  doth  ill  caufe  or  evil  end  enure  : 
For  vertue  is  the  band,  that  bindeth  hearts  moftfurc. 

Thus  as  they  rjiarched  ail  in  clofe  difguife 
Of  feigned  Love,  they  chanft  to  overtake 
Two  Knights,  that  linked  rode  in  lovely  wife. 
As  if  they  fecret  counfels  did  partake  ; 
And  each  not  far  behind  him  had  his  Make, 
To  v/eet,  two  Ladies  of  moll  goodly  hue. 
That  "twixt  themfelves  did  gentle  purpofe  make. 
Unmindful  both  of  that  difcordful  crew. 

The  which  with  fpeedy  pace  did  after  them  purfue. 

XXXI. 

Who  as  they  now  approached  nigh  at  hand. 
Deeming  them  doughty  as  they  did  appear. 
They  fent  that  Squire  afore,  to  underftand 
What  mote  they  be  :  who  viewing  them  more  near 
Returned  ready  news,  that  thofe  fame  were 
Two  of  the  prowefc  Knights  in  Fairy  lond. 
And  thofe  tv/o  Ladies  their  two  Lovers  dear. 
Courageous  Camhell^  and  llout  'Triamond^ 

W'lth  Canacee  and  Ccunbine^  linkt  in  lovely  bond. 
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XXXII. 

Whylome,  as  antique  ftories  tellen  us, 

Thofe  two  were  foes,  the  felloneft  on  ground, 
>\nd  battle  made,  the  dreddeft  dangerous 
That  ever  fhrilling  trumpet  did  relound ; 
Though  now  their  afts  be  no  where  to  be  found. 
As  that  renowned  Poet  them  compird, 
t  With  warlike  numbers,  and  heroick  found, 
■  Dan  Chaucer  (Well  of  Englilh  undefil'd) 

On  Fames  eternal  bead-roll  worthy  to  be  fil'd. 
XXXIII. 

But  wicked  l^ime^  that  all  good  thoughts  doth  waflcs 
And  works  of  nobleft  wits  to  nought  out- wear. 
That  famous  monument  hath  quite  defafte. 
And  rob'd  the  world  of  treafure  endlefs  dear. 
The  which  mote  have  enriched  all  us  here 

0  curfed  Eld  !  the  canker-worm  of  writs  ; 
How  may  thefe  rhimes  (fo  rude  as  doth  appear) 
Hope  to  endure,  fith  works  of  heavenly  wits 

Are  quite  devour'd,  and  brought  to  nought  by  little  bits  ? 
XXXIV. 

Then  pardon,  O  moft  facred  happy  fpirit. 
That  I  thy  labours  loft  may  thus  revive. 
And  fteal  from  thee  the  meed  of  thy  due  merit. 
That  none  durft  ever  whilft  thou  waft  alive. 
And  being  dead,  in  vain  yet  many  ftrive  : 
Ne  dare  I  like,  but  through  infufion  fweet 
Of  thine  own  fprite  (which  doth  in  me  furvive) 

1  follow  here  the  footing  of  thy  feet. 

That  with  thy  meaning  fo  I  may  the  rather  rneet^ 
XXXV. 

Camhellos  Sifter  was  fair  Canacee, 

That  was  the  learnedft  Lady  in  her  days. 

Well  feen  in  every  fcience  that  mote  be. 

And  every  fecret  work  of  natures  ways. 

In  witty  riddles,  and  in  wife  footh-fays. 

In  powre  of  herbs,  and  tunes  of  beafts  and  birds  : 

And  (that  augmented  all  her  other  praife) 

She  modeft  was  in  all  her  deeds  and  words,  [Lords, 

And  wondrous  chafte  of  life,  yet  lov'd  of  Knights  anti 
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XXXVI. 

Full  many  Lords,  and  many  Knights  her  lov'd. 
Yet  (he  to  none  of  them  her  liking  lent, 
Ne  ever  was  with  fond  affe<5lion  mov'd, 
But  rul'd  her  thoughts  with  goodly  government. 
For  dread  of  blame,  and  honours  blemifhment : 
And  eke  unto  her  looks  a  law  Ihe  made, 
That  none  of  them  once  out  of  order  went ; 
But  like  to  wary  centinels  well  ftaid 

Still  watcht  on  every  fide,  of  fecret  foes  affraid, 

XXXVII. 

So  much  the  more  as  fhe  refus'd  to  love, 

So  much  the  more  fhe  loved  was  and  fought. 
That  oftentimes  unquiet  ftrife  did  move 
Amongft  her  Lovers,  and  great  quarrels  wrought 
That  oft  for  her  in  bloody  arms  they  fought. 
Which  whenas  Cambell  (that  was  flout  and  wife) 
Ferceiv'd  would  breed  great  mifchief,  he  bethought 
How  to  prevent  the  peril  that  mote  rife. 

And  turn  both  him  and  her  to  honour  in  this  wife. 
XXXVIII. 

One  day,  when  all  that  troop  of  war-like  wooers 
Affembled  were,  to  weet  whofe  flie  fhould  be ; 
All  mighty  men,  and  dreadful  derring  doers 
(The  harder  it  to  make  them  well  agree) 
Amongfl  them  all  this  end  he  did  decree ; 
That  of  them  all  which  love  to  her  did  make. 
They  by  confent  fiiould  chufe  the  flouteit  three. 
That  with  himfelf  fliould  combat  for  her  fake. 

And  of  them  all,  the  viftor  fhould  his  fiiler  take. 
XXXIX. 

Bold  v/as  the  challenge,  as  himfelf  was  bold. 
And  courage  full  ©f  haughty  hardiment. 
Approved  oft  in  perils  manifold. 
Which  he  atchiev'd  to  his  great  ornament : 
But  yet  his  fiflers  fkill  unto  him  lent 
Moil  confidence  and  hope  of  happy  fpeed, 
Conceived  by  a  ring,  which  fhe  him  fent ; 
That  'mongfl  the  many  vertues  (which  we  read) 

Had  power  to  flaunch  all  wounds  thatmortally  did  bleed. 
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Well  was  that  rings  great  vertue  known  to  all ; 
That  dread  thereof,  and  his  redoubted  mights 
Did  all  that  youthly  rout  fo  much  appall. 
That  none  of  them  durft  undertake  the  fight : 
More  wife  they  ween'd  to  make  of  Love  delight. 
Than  life  to  hazard  for  fair  Ladies  look  ; 
And  yet  uncertain  by  fuch  outward  fight 
(Though  for  her  fake  they  all  that  peril  took) 

Whether  fhe  would  them  love,  or  in  her  liking  brook. 

XLI. 

Amongft  thofe  Knights,  there  were  three  brethren  bold 
(Three  bolder  brethren  never  were  yborn) 
Born  of  one  mother  in  one  happy  mold. 
Borne  at  one  burden  in  one  happy  morn ;    . 
Thrice  happy  mother,  and  thrice  happy  morn. 
That  bore  three  fuch,  three  fuch  not  to  be  fond  : 
Her  name  was  Agape^  whofe  children  wern 
All  three  as  one  :  the  firft  hight  Priamona, 

The  fecond.  Diamond^  the  youngeft,  ^riamond, 

XLIL 

Stout  Priamond,  but  not  fo  ftrong  to  flrike  ; 
Strong  Diamond^  but  not  fo  ftout  a  Knight ; 
But  'Triamond  was  ftout  and  ftrong  alike  : 
On  horfe-back  ufed  'Triamond  to  fight, 
And  Priamond  on  foot  had  more  delight, 
But  horfe  and  foot  knew  Diamond  to  wield 
With  curtax  ufed  Diamond  to  fmite, 
And  Triamond  to  handle  fpear  and  fhield, 

But  fpear  and  curtax  both  us'd  Priamond  in  field. 

XLIII. 

Thefe  three  did  love  each  other  dearly  well. 
And  with  fo  firmafi'edion  were  allide, 
As  if  but  one  foul  in  them  all  did  dwell. 
Which  did  her  powre  into  three  parts  divide  ; 
Like  three  fair  branches  budding  far  and  wide. 
That  from  one  root  deriv'd  their  vital  lap  : 
And  like  that  root  that  doth  her  life  divide, 
Their  mother  was,  and  had  full  blefi^ed  hap, 

Thefe  three  fo  noble  babes  to  bring  forcii  at  one  clap. 
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XLIV. 

Their  mother  was  a  Fay,  and  had  the  Ikill 

Of  fecret  things,  and  all  the  pov/res  of  nature. 
Which  {he  by  art  could  ufe  unto  her  will. 
And  to  her  fervice  bind  each  living  creature. 
Through  fecret  underftanding  of  their  feature. 
There- to  fhe  was  right  fair,  whenfo  her  face 
She  lift  difcover,  and  of  goodly  flature  ; 
But  fhe  (as  Fays  are  wont)  in  privy  place 

Did  fpend  her  days,  and  lov'd  in  forefls  wild  to  fpace, 

XLV. 

There  on  a  day,  a  noble  youthly  Knight, 
Seeking  adventures  in  the  falvage  wood. 
Did  by  great  fortune  get  of  her  the  fight. 
As  fhe  fat  carelefs  by  a  chryflal  flood. 
Combing  her  golden  locks,  as  feem'd  her  good  : 
And  unawares  upon  her  laying  hold. 
That  ftrove  in  vain  him  long  to  have  withllood, 
Opprefled  her,  and  there  (as  it  is  told)  [bold. 

Got  thefe  three  lovely  babes,  that  prov'd  three  champions 

XLVI. 

Which  fhe  with  her  long  foftred  in  that  wood. 
Till  that  to  ripenefs  of  mans  ftate  they  grew  : 
Then  fhewing  forth  figns  of  their  fathers  blood. 
They  loved  arms,  and  Knighthood  did  enfue. 
Seeking  adventures  where  tiiey  any  knew. 
Which  when  their  mother  faw,  fhe  'gan  to  doubt 
Their  fafety  ;  lead  by  fearching  dangers  new. 
And  ralh  provoking  perils  all  about, 

Theirdays  mote  be  abridged  through  their  courage  Hout 

XLVII. 

Therefore  defirous  th'end  of  ail  their  days 

To  know,  and  them  t'enlarge  with  long  extent- 
By  wondrous  fkill,  and  many  hidden  ways* 
To  the  three  fatal  Sifters  houfe  ihe  went. 
Far  under  ground  from  trad  of  living  v/ent^ 
Down  in  the  bottom  of  the  deep  Abyfi^ 
Where  Dsrnogcrgon  in  dull  darknefs  pent. 
Far  from  the  view  of  Gods  and  heavens  biifs, 

The  hideous  Qbaoi  keeps,  their  dreadful  dweiiifig  js,, 
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XLVIII. 

There  fhe  them  Found,  all  fitting  round  about 
The  direful  diftafF  (landing  in  the  mid  j 
And  with  unwearied  fingers  drawing  out 
The  lines  of  life,  from  living  knowledge  hid.. 
Sad  Clotho  held  the  rock,  the  whiles  the  thrid 
By  griefly  Lachejis  was  fpun  with  pain» 
That  cruel  Atropos  eftfoons  undid. 
With  curfed  knife  cutting  the  twift  in  twain : 

Moll  wretched  men  J  whofe  days  depend  on  threads  fovaiay 

XLIX. 

She  them  faluting,  there  by  therh  fate  Hill, 
Beholding  how  the  threads  of  life  they  fpan  : 
And  when  at  laft  llie  had  beheld  her  fill, 
Trembling  in  heart,  and  looking  pale  and  wan. 
Her  caufe  of  comeing  fhe  to  tell  began. 
To  whom  fierce  Atropos  -,  Bold  Fay,  that  duril 
Come  fee  the  fecret  of  the  life  of  man, 
Well  worthy  thou  to  be  of  Jove  accurfl. 

And  eke  thy  childrens  threads  to  be  afunder  burll. 

L. 

Whereat  Ihe  fore  affrayd,  yet  her  befought 
To  grant  her  boon,  and  rigour  to  abate. 
That  ihe  might  fee  her  childrens  threads  forth  brought. 
And  know  the  meafure  of  their  utmofl  date. 
To  them  ordained  by  eternal  Fate. 
Which  Clotho  granting,  fhewed  her  the  fame  ; 
That  when  fhe  faw,  it  did  her  much  amate. 
To  fee  their  threads  fo  thin,  as  fpiders  frame^ 

And  eke  fo  fhort,  that  feem'd  their  ends  out  {hortly  came. 

LL 

She  then  began  them  humbly  to  intreat 

To  draw  them  longer  out,  and  better  twine. 

That  fo  their  lives  might  be  prolonged  late. 

But  Lachefis  thereat  'gan  to  repine. 

And  laid,  fond  Dame,  that  decm'ft  of  things  divine 

As  of  human,  that  they  may  altred  be. 

And  changed  at  pleafure  for  thofe  Imps  of  thine. 

Not  fo  J  for  what  the  Fates  do  once  decree. 

Not  all  the  Gods  can  change,  nor  Jqv€  himfelf  can  ntt. 
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LII. 

Then  fince,  quoth  Ihe,  the  term  of  each  mans  life 
For  nought  may  lefien'd  nor  enlarged  be. 
Grant  this,  that  when  ye  fhred  with  fatal  knife 
His  line,  which  is  the  eldeft  of  the  three. 
Which  is  of  them  the  Ihorteft,  as  I  fee, 
Eftfoons  his  life  may  pafs  into  the  next: 
And  when  the  next  fhall  likewife  ended  be. 
That  both  their  lives  may  likewife  be  annext 

Unto  the  third,  that  his  may  fo  be  trebly  wext* 

LIII. 

They  granted  it;  and  then  that  careful  Fay 
Departed  thence  with  full  contented  mind  ; 
And  coming  home,  in  warlike  frelh  array 
Them  found  all  three  according  to  their  kind : 
But  unto  them  what  defliny  was  affign'd, 
Or  how  their  lives  were  ekt,  (he  did  not  tell  5 
But  evermore,  when  Ihe  fit  time  could  find. 
She  warned  them  to  tend  their  fafeties  well. 

And  love  each  other  dear,  what-ever  them  befelL 

LIV. 

So  did  they  furely  during  all  their  days, 
And  never  difcord  did  amongft  them  fall  j 
Which  much  augmented  all  their  other  praife. 
And  now,  t'encreafe  afFedion  natural. 
In  love  of  Canacee  they  joined  all : 
Upon  which  ground  this  fame  great  battle  grew 
(Great  matter  growing  of  beginning  fmall  i) 
The  which  for  length  1  will  not  here  purfue, 

But  rather  will  referve  it  for  a  canto  new. 
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CANTO    IIL 

^he  battle  twixt  three  brethren,  with 

Cambell  for  Canacee. 
Cambina  with  true  friendjhips  bond 

l)oth  their  long  Jlrife  agree, 

1. 

why  do  wretched  men  fo  much  defire 
To  draw  their  days  unto  the  utmoft  date^ 
And  do  not  rather  wifh  them  foon  expire. 
Knowing  the  mifery  of  their  eftate^ 
And  thoLifand  perils  which  them  Hill  await, 
Toffing  them  like  a  boat  amid  the  main. 
That  every  houre  they  knock  at  Deathes  gate  ? 
And  he  that  happy  feemiSj  and  leaft  in  pain, 

Yet  is  as  nigh  his  end,  as  he  that  moft  doth  *plain* 

II. 

Therefore  this  Fay  I  hold  but  fond  and  vain, 
The  which  in  feeking  for  her  children  three 
Long  hfe  thereby  did  more  prolong  their  pain  i 
Yet  whilft  they  livedj  none  did  ever  fee 
More  happy  creatures  than  they  feem'd  to  be. 
Nor  more  ennobled  for  their  courtefie  : 
That  made  them  dearly  lov'd  of  each  degree  5 
Ne  more  renowned  for  their  ehevalry  : 

That  made  them  dreaded  much  of  all  men  far  and  nfghd 

ill. 

Thefe  three  that  hardy  challenge  took  in  hand. 
For  Canacee  with  Cambell  for  to  fight : 
The  day  was  fet,  that  all  might  underftand, 
And  pledges  pawn'd  the  fame  to  keep  aright. 
That  day  (the  dreddeft  day  that  living  wight 
Did  ever  fee  upon  this  world  to  fhine) 
So  foon  as  heavens  window  Ihewed  Hght, 
Thefe  warlike  champions,  all  in  armour  Ihinc, 

Affcmbled  were  in  ireld,  the  chaljenge.  to  define, 
Vol.  II.  C 
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IV. 

The  field  with  lifts  was  all  about  enclos'd, 
To  bar  the  preafe  of  people  far  away  ; 
And  at  th'one  fide  fix  Judges  were  difpos'd, 
To  view  and  deem  the  deeds  of  arms  that  day  : 
And  on  the  other  fide,  in  frefh  array. 
Fair  Canacee  upon  a  {lately  ftage 
Was  fet,  to  fee  the  fortune  of  that  fray. 
And  to  be  feen,  as  his  mod  worthy  wage. 
That  could  her  purchafe  with  his  life's  adventur'd  gap-e, 

V. 
Then  entrcd  Camhell ^x^  into  the  liflr,  . 

With  (lately  fleps,  and  fearlefs  countenance. 
As  if  the  conqueft  his  he  furely  will, 
Soon  after,  did  the  brethren  three  advar^ce. 
In  brave  array,  and  goodly  amenance. 
With  fcutchins  gilt,  and  banners  broad  dilplay'd : 
And  marching  thrice  in  warlike  ordinance. 
Thrice  louted  lowly  to  the  noble  maid. 
The  whiles  flirill  trumpets  and  loud  clarions  fweetly  play  Vi 

VL 
Which  doen,  the  doughty  challenger  came  forth,      ■     ■ 
All  arm'd  to  point,   his  challenge  to  abet ; 
'Gainfl  v/hom,  Sir  Priamond  with  equal  worth. 
And  equal  arms  himfelf  did  forward  fet. 
A  trumpet  blew ;  they  both-  together  met. 
With  dreadful  force,,  and  furious  intent, 
Carelefs  of  peril  in  their  fierce  affiret. 
As  if  that  life  to  lofe  they  had  forelent. 
And  cared  not  to  fpare>  that  fhould  be  fhortly  fpenta 

VII. 
Ilight  praflick  was  Sir  Priamond  in  fight. 

And  throughly  fldlM  in  ufe  of  fhield  and  fpear^ 
Ne  lefs  approved  was  Camhellos  might, 
Ne  lefs  his  lls:ill  in  weapons  did  appear, 
That  hard  it  was  to  ween  which  harder  were. 
Full  many  mighty  flrokes  on  either  fide 
Were  fent,  that  feemed  death  in  them  to  bear  : 
But  they  were  both  fo  watchful  and  well  eyde. 
That  they. avoided- wercj  and  vainly  by  did  Aide. 
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VIII. 

Yet  one  of  many  was  To  flrongly  bent 
By  Priamond^  that  with  unlucky  giance. 
Through  Cambdb  flioulder  ic  unwarely  went. 
That  torced  him  his  ihield  to  difadvance  , 
Much  was  he  grieved  with  that  gracelefs  chance  % 
Yet  from  the  wound  no  drop  of  blood  there  fell. 
But  wondrous  pain,  that  did  the  more  enhance 
His  haughty  courage  to  avengement  fell :  [iwelK 

Smart  daunts  not  mighty  hearts,  but  makes  them  more  td 

IX. 

With  that  his  poinant  fpear  he  6erce  aventred. 
With  double  force  dole  underneath  his  fhield. 
That  through  the  mails  into  his  thigh  it  entred. 
And  there  arrefting  ready  way  did  yield. 
For  blood  to  gufh  forth  on  the  graifie  field  ; 
That  he  for  pain  himfelf  n'ote  right  uprear. 
But  to  and  fro  in  great  amazement  reel'd. 
Like  an  old  Oak,  whofe  pith  and  fap  is  fear, 

At  puff  of  every  ftorm  doth  ilagger  here  and  there* 

X. 

Whom  fo  difmaid  when  Gambell  had  efpide, 
Again  he  drove  at  him  with  double  might. 
That  nought  mote  ftay  the  fleelj  till  in  his  fide 
The  mortal  point  moft  cruelly  empight : 
Where  faft  infixed,  whilfl  he  fought  by  flight 
It  forth  to  wreft,  the  flaif  afunder  brake, 
And  left  the  head  behind  :  with  which  defpight 
He  all  enrag'd,  his  fliivering  fpear  did  fhake. 

And  charging  him  afrefli,  thus  felly  him  befpake. 

XL 

Lo  faitour  there  thy  meed  unto  thee  take. 
The  meed  of  thy  mifchallenge  and  abet : 
Not  for  thine  own,  but  for  thy  fiflers  fake. 
Have  I  thus  long  thy  life  unto  thee  let : 
But  to  forbear,  doth  not  forgive  the  debt. 
The  wicked  weapon  heard  his  wrathful  vow ; 
And  pafTing  forth  with  furious  affret, 
Pierc'd  through  his  bever  quite  into  his  brow. 

That  with  the  force  it  backward  forced  him  t©  bow,' 

c  % 
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XII. 

There-with  afunder  in  the  midft  It  braft. 

And  in  his-  hand  nought  but  the  truncheon  left,.' 
The  other  half  behind  yet  flicking  faft. 
Out  of  his  head -piece  Cmnhell  fiercely  reft ; 
And  with  fuch  fury  back  at  hinr  it  heft : 
That  making  way  unto  his  deareft  life. 
His  weafand-pipe  it  through  his  gorget  cleft  r 
Thence  ftreams  of  purple  blood  iiTuing  rife. 

Let  forth  his  weary  ghoii,  and  made  an  end  of  ftrife. 

XIII. 

His  weary  ghofl:,  aflbil'd  from  flefhly  band. 
Did  not  (as  others  vj^ont)  diredly  £y 
Unto  her  reft  in  Phitos  griefly  land  j 
Ne  into  air  did  vanilh  prefeufly, 
Ne  changed  was  into  a  ftar  in  sky : 
But  through  tradudtion  was  eftfoons  deriv'dv 
Like  as  his  mother  pray'd  the  Deftiny, 
Into  his  other  brethren^  that  furviv'd ; 

In  wk©m  he  iiv*d  anew,  of  former  life  depriv'd',. 

XIV. 

Whom  when  ©n  ground  his  brother  next  beheld^^ 
Though  fad  and  forry  for  lb  heavy  Eght, 
Yet  lea-ve  unto  his  Ibrrow  did  not  yield  : 
But  rather  ftird  to  vengeance  and  defpight, 
Through  fecret  feeling  of  his  generous  fpright^ 
Rufht  fiercely  forth,  the  battle  to  renew. 
As  in  reverfion  of  his  brothers  right ; 
And  challenging  the  virgin  as  his  due* 

His  foe  was  foon  addrefl:  the  trumpets  frefbly  blew, 

XV. 

With  that  they  both  together  fiercely  met^ 
As  if  that  each  meant  other  to  devour  y 
And  with  their  axes  both  fo  forely  bet,, 
That  neither  plate  nor  mail,  whereas  their  powre 
They  felt,  could  once  fuftain  the  hideous  ftowre. 
But  rived  were,  like  rotten  wood  afunder, 
Whilft  through  their  rifts  the  ruddy  blood  did.fhowrej. 
And  fire  did  flafh.,  like  lightning  after  thunder, 

ThstfiU'd  the  lookers  on  attonce  with  ruth  and  wonder. 
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XVI. 

As  when  two  Tygers  prickt  with  hungers  rage 

Have  by  good  fortune  found  fome  beafts  frefh  fpoil. 
On  which'  they  ween  their  famine  to  afluage. 
And  gain  a  feaftful  guerdon  of  their  toil. 
Both  falling  out,  do  ftir  up  ftrifeful  broil. 
And  cruel  battle  'twixt  themfelves  do  make. 
Whiles  neither  lets  the  other  touch  the  foil. 
But  either  'fdeignes  with  other  to  partake  : 

So  cruelly  thefe  Knights  ftrove  for  that  Ladies  fake. 

Xt/II. 

Full  many  flrokes,  that  mortally  were  meant, 
The  whiles  were  enterchanged  'twixt  them  two  z 
Yet  they  were  all  with  fo  good  wariment 
Or  warded,  or  avoided  and  let  goe. 
That  ftill  the  life  liood  fearlefs  of  her  (oq  : 
Till  Diamond,  difdeigning  long    delay 
Of  doubtful  fortune  wav'ring  to  and  fro, 
Refolv'd  to  end  it  one  or  other  way  -, 

And  heav'd  his  murdrous  axe  at  him  with  mighty  fway. 

XVIil. 

The  dreadful  flroke  in  cafe  it  had  arriv'd, 
Where  it  was  meant  (fo  deadly  was  it  meant) 
The  foul  had  fure  out  of  the  body  hv'd. 
And  Hinted  all  the  ftrife  incontinent. 
But  Cambells  fate  that  fortune  did  prevent : 
For  feeing  it  at  hand  he  fwerv'd  afide. 
And  fo  gave  way  unto  his  fell  intent: 
Who  milTing  of  the  mark  which  he  had  eyde. 

Was  with  the  force  nighfel'd,  whilft  his  right  foot  did  Aide. 

XIX. 

As  when  a  Vulture  greedy  of  his  prey. 
Through  hunger  long,  that  heart  to  him  doth  lend. 
Strikes  at  an  Heron  with  all  his  bodies  fway. 
That  from  his  force  feems  nought  may  it  defend  ; 
The  wary  fowl,  that  fpies  him  toward  bend. 
His  dreadful  foufe  avoids,  it  fhunning  light. 
And  maketh  him  his  wing  in  vain  to  fpend ; 
That  with  the  weight  of  his  own  weildlefs  might. 

He  faileth  nigh  to  ground,  and  fcarce  recov'rcth  flight; 

C  3 
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XX. 

Which  fair  adventure  when  Camhello  fpide. 
Full  lightly,  ere  himfelf  he  could  recoure 
From  dangers  dread  to  ward  his  naked  fide. 
He  gan  let  drive  at  him  with  all  his  powre. 
And  with  his  axe  him  fmote  in  evil  houre, 
That  from  his  fhoulders  quite  his  head  he  reft: 
The  headlefs  trunk,  as  heedlefs  of  that  ftov/re. 
Stood  ftiil  awhile,  and  his  faft  footing  kept. 

Till  feeling  life  to  fail,  it  fell,  and  deadly  flept. 

XXL 

They  which  that  piteous  fpedlacle  beheld, 
Were  much  amaz'd  the  head-lefs  trunk  to  fee 
Stand  up  fo  long,  and  weapon  vain  to  weld, 
Unweeting  of  the  Fates  divine  decree. 
For  lifes  fucceffion  in  thofe  brethren  three. 
For  notvvithdanding  that  one  foul  was  reir, 
Yet  had  the  body  not  difmembred  be, 
It  v/ould  have  lived,  and  revived  eft; 

But  finding  no  fit  feat,  the  lifelefs  corle  it  left» 

XXII. 

It  left ;  but  that  fame  foul  which  therein  dwelt, 
Straight  entring  into  'Triamond^  him  fill'd 
With  double  life,  and  grief;  which  when  he  felt. 
As  one  whofc  inner  parts  had  been  y.thrild 
With  point  of  fteel,  that  ciofe  his  heart- blood  fpilld^ 
He  highly  leapt  out  of  his  place  of  reft. 
And  ruiliiHg  forth  into  the  empty  field, 
Againft  Camhello  Eercely  hiiu  addrcil -, 

Who  him  affronting,  foon  to  fight  was  ready  preft. 

XXIIL 

Well  mote  ye  wonder,  how  that  noble  Knight 
After  he  had  fo  often  v/ounded  been. 
Could  {land  on  foot  nov/  to  renew  the  fight. 
But  had  he  then  him  forth  advancin.o;  feen. 
Some  new  born  wight  ye  would  him  furely  ween: 
So  frefh  he  feemed,  and  fo  fierce  in  fight , 
Like  as  a  Snake,  whom  weary  winters  teen 
Hath  worn  to  nought,  nov/  feeling  fummers  might, 

^afts  off  his  fagged- skin,  and  freflily  doth  him  dight, 
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XXIV. 

All  was  through  vertue  of  the  ring  he  v/ore. 
The  which  not  onJy  did  not  from  him  let 
One  drop  of  blood  to  fall,  but  did  reffcore 
His  weakned  powres,  and  dulled  fpirits  whet. 
Through  working  of  the  (tone  therein  yfet. 
Elfe  how  could  one  of  equal  might  with  moft, 
Againfl  fo  many  no  lefs  mighty  met, 
Once  think  to  match  three  fuch  on  equal  cofl  ? 

Three  fuch  as  able/ were  to  match  a  puiffant  holl. 

XXV. 

Yet  nought  thereof  was  Triamond  adred, 
Ne  defperate  of  glorious  vidory. 
But  fharply  him  aifail'd,  and  fore  befled, 
With  heaps  of  ftrokes,  which  he  at  him  let  fly. 
As  thick  as  hail  forth  poured  from  theflcy: 
He  ftrook,  he  fouft,  he  foin'd,  he  hew'd,  he  laflit. 
And  did  his  iron  brond  fo  faft  apply, 
That  from  the  fame  the  firy  fparkles  flafht. 

As  faft  as  water-fprinkles  'gainft  a  rock  are  daflit. 

XXVI. 

Much  was  Cambello  daunted  with  his  blows  : 
So  thick  they  fell,  and  forcibly  were  fent, 
That  he  was  forc'd  (from  danger  of  the  throws) 
Back  to  retire,  and  fomewhat  to  relent,  ■^ 
Till  th'  heat  of  his  fierce  fury  he  had  fpent  : 
Which  when  for  want  of  breath  'gan  to  abate. 
He  then  afrefii,  with  nev/  encouragement. 
Did  him  affail,  and  mightily  amate, 

As  faft  as  forv/ard  earft%  now  backward  to  retrate. 
XXVII. 

Like  as  the  tide  that  comes  from  th'  Ocean  mainj 
Flows  up  the  Shenan  with  contrary  force 
And  over-ruling  him  in  his  own  reign. 
Drives  back  the  current  of  his  kindly  courfe. 
And  makes  it  feem  to  have  fome  other  fourfe  : 
But  v/hen  the  flood  is  fpent,  then  back  again 
His  borrov/d  waters  forc'd  to  redift^ourfe. 
He  fends  the  fea  his  own  with  double  gain. 

And  tribute  eke  withali,  as  to  his  foveraine. 

C  4 
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XXVIII. 

Thus  did  the  battle  vary  to  and  fro. 
With  diverfe  fortune  doubtful  to  be  deem'd  : 
Now  this  the  better  had,  now  had  his  foe  ; 
Then  he  half  vanquifht,   then  the  other  feem'd  j 
Yet  Vidors  both  themfelves  always  efleem'd. 
And  all  the  while,  the  difentrailed  blood, 
Adown  their  fides  like  little  rivers  ftream'd  j 
That  with  the  wafting  of  his  vital  flood, 

Sir  'Triamond  at  laft,  full  faint  and  feeble  Hood. 

XXIX. 

But  Camhell  ftill  more  flrong  and  greater  grew, 
Ne  felt  his  blood  to  wafte,  ne  powres  emperifht. 
Through  that  rings  vertue,  that  with  vigour  new, 
Still  whenas  he  enfeebled  was  him  cherilht, 
And  all  his  wounds,  and  all  his  bruifes  guerifht  i 
Like  as  a  wither'd  tree  through  hufbands  toil 
Is  often  feen  full  frefhly  to  have  fiouriflit. 
And  fruitful  apples  to  have  borne  awhile. 

As  frefli  as  when  it  firft  was  planted  in  the  foil. 

XXX. 

Through  which  advantage,  in  his  ftrength  he  rofe, 
And  fmote  the  other  with  fo  wondrous  might. 
That  through  the  feam,  which  did  his  hauberk  clofe, 
Into  his  throat  and  life  it  pierced  quight, 
That  down  he  fell,  as  dead  in  all  mens  fight  i 
Yet  dead  he  was  not,  yet  he  fure  did  dye. 
As  all  men  do,  that  lofe  the  living  fpright : 
So  did  one  foul  out  of  his  body  fly 

Unto  her  native  home,  from  mortal  mifery, 

XXXI. 

But  nathelefs,  whilft  all  the  lookers  on 
Him  dead  behight,  as  he  to  all  appear'd, 
All  unawares  he  fl-arted  up  anon. 
As  one  that  had  out  of  a  dream  been  rcar'd. 
And  frefh  affail'd  his  foe ;  who  half  afi^ear'd 
Of  th'  uncouth  fight,  as  he  fome  ghoft  had  i&tr^^ 
Stood  Hill  amaz'd,  holding  his  idle  fweard  ; 
Till  having  often  by  him  ftriken  been, 

f^e  forced  was  to  ftrike,  and  fjive  himfelf  from  teen^ 
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XXXII. 

Yet  from  thenceforth,  more  wariiy  he  fought. 
As  one  in  fear  the  Stygian  Gods  t'  offend, 
Ne  folio w'd  on  fo  faft,  but  rather  fought 
Himfelf  to  fave,  and  danger  to  defend. 
Than  life  and  labour  both  in  vain  to  fpend. 
Which  "Triamond  perceiving,  weened  fure 
He  'gan  to  faint,  toward  the  battles  end. 
And  that  he  ihould  not  long  on  foot  endure  ^ 

A  fign  which  did  to  him  the  vidory  allure, 
XXXIII. 

Whereof  full  blith,  eftfoons  his  mighty  hand 
He  heav'd  on  high,  in  mind  with  that  fame  blow 
To  make  an  end  of  all  that  did  withftand  : 
Which  Camhell  feeing  come,  was  nothing  flow 
Himfelf  to  fave  from  that  fo  deadly  throw  ; 
And  at  that  inftant  reaching  forth  his  fweard, 
Ciofe  underneath  his  Ihield,  that  fcarce  did  fhow, 
Strook  him,  as  he  his  hand  to  llrike  up-rear'd,  [pear'd. 

In  th'  armpit  full  that  through  both  fides  the  wound  ap- 

XXXIV. 

Yet  ftill  that  direful  flroke  kept  on  his  way. 
And  falling  heavy  on  Camhellos  creft, 
Strook  him  fo  hugely,  that  in  fwoon  he  lay. 
And  in  his  head  an  hideous  wound  impreft  : 
And  fure,  had  it  not  happily  found  rell 
Upon  the  brim  of  his  broad  plated  ihield. 
It  would  have  cleft  his  brain  down  to  his  breaft. 
So  both  at  once  fell  dead  upon  the  field. 

And  each  to  other  feem'd  the  vidory  to  yield. 
XXXV. 

Which  whenas  all  the  lookers  on  beheld, 
They  weened  fure  the  war  was  at  an  end, 
And  Judges  rofe,  and  Marfhals  of  the  field 
Broke  up  the  lifts,  their  arms  away  to  rend. 
And  Canacee  'gan  wail  her  deareft  friend. 
All  fuddainly  they  both  upftarted  light. 
The  one  out  of  the  fwoon,  which  him  did  blend, 
The  other  breathing  now  another  fpright. 

And  liercely  each  allajiing,  'gan  afrefli  to  fight. 
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XXXVI. 

Long  while  they  then  continued  in  that  wife. 
As  if  but  then  the  battle  had  begun  : 
Strokes,  wounds,  wards,  weapons,  all  they  did  defpife, 
Ne  either  car'd  to  ward,  or  peril  fhun, 
Defirous  both  to  have  the  battle  done ; 
Ne  either  cared  life  to  fave  or  fpill, 
Ne  which  of  them  did  win,  ne  which  were  won. 
So  v/eary,  both  of  fighting  had  their  fill. 

That  life  it  felf  feem'd  loathfome,  and  long  fafety  ill. 
XXXVIl. 

Whilfi:  thus  the  cafe  in  doubtful  ballance  hong, 
Unfure  to  whether  fide  it  would  incline. 
And  all  mens  eyes  and  hearts  which  there  among 
Stood  gazing,  filled  were  with  rueful  tine. 
And  fecret  fear  to  fee  their  fatal  fine ; 
All  fuddainly  they  heard  a  troublous  noife 
That  feem'd  fome  per'lous  tumult  to  define, 

.    Confus'd  with  womens  cries,  and  fhouts  of  boys. 

Such  as  the  troubled  theatres  oft-times  annoys. 
XXXVIIL 

Thereat  the  champions  both  flood  ftill  a  fpace. 
To  weeten  what  that  fudden  clamour  meant ; 
Lo  where  they  fpide  v^ith  fpeedy  whirling  pace. 
One  in  a  charet  of  ftrange  furniment, 
Towards  them  driving  like  a  fcorm  cut  fent. 
The  charet  decked  was  in  wondrous  wife, 
"With  gold  and  m.any  a  gorgeous  ornament. 
After  the  Perfian  Monarch's  antique  guife 

Such  as  the  maker  felf  could  bed  by  art  devife. 
XXXIX. 

And  drawn  it  was  fthac  wonder  is  to  tell) 
Of  two  grim  Lyons,  taken  from  the  wood. 
In  which  their  powre  all  others  did  excell ; 
Now  made  forget  their  former  cruel  mood, 
T'  obey  their  riders  hed,  as  feemed  good. 
And  therein  fate  a  Lady  pafilng  fair 
And  bright,  that  feemed  born  of  Angels  brood. 
And  with  her  beauty,   bounty  did  compare, 

Whether  of  them  in  her  Ihould  have  the  greater  lliare. 
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XL. 

Thereto  ihe  learned  was  in  magick  lear. 
And  all  the  arts  that  fubtil  v/its  difcover. 
Having  therein  been  trained  many  a  year. 
And  well  inftriided  by  the  Fay  her  mother. 
That  in  the  fame  ilie  far  excell'd  all  other. 
Who  iinderflanding  by  her  mighty  art. 
Of  th'  evil  plight,  in  which  her  deareft  brother 
Now  flood,  came  forth  in  halle  to  take  his  part. 

And  pacifie  the  ftrife,  which  caus'd  fo  deadly  fmarc. 

XLL 

And  as  fhe  paiTed  through  th'  unruly  preace 
Of  people  thronging  thick  her  to  behold. 
Her  angry  team  breaking  their  bonds  of  peace. 
Great  heaps  of  them,  like  fheep  in  narrow  foldv, 
For  hafte  did  over- run,  in  dull  enrould  ; 
That  thorough  rude  confufion  of  the  rout, 
Some  fearing  iliriek'd,  fome  being  harmed  howld, 
vSome  laught  for  fport,  foiyie  did  for  wonder  fhour. 

And  fome  that  would  feem  wife,   their  wonder  turn'd  to 

XLII.  [doubt, 

Jn  her  right  hand  a  rod  of  peace  fhe  bore, 
About  the  which  two  Serpents  weren  wound, 
Entrailed  mutually  in  lovely  lore. 
And  by  the  tails  together  firmly  bound. 
And  both  were  with  one  Olive  girlond  crown'd. 
Like  to  the  rod  v/hich  Maias  fon  doth  wield. 
Wherewith  the  hellifh  Fiends  he  doth  confound. 
And  in  her  other  hand  a  cup  fhe  hild. 

The  which  was  with  Nepenthe  to  the  brim  up-filld, 
XLIII. 

Nepenthe  is  a  drink  of  foveraine  grace, 
Devifed  by  the  Gods,  for  to  alTuage 
Hearts  grief,  and  bitter  gall  away  to  chafe. 
Which  ftirs  up  anguifh  and  contentious  rage  ; 
In  ftead  thereof,  fweet  peace  and  quiet  age 
Ic  doth  efrabliih  in  the  troubled  mind. 
Few  men,  but  fuch  as  fober  are  and  fage. 
Arc  by  the  Gods  to  drink  thereof  aflign'd  , 

But  Urch  as  drink,  eternal  happincfs  to  lind, 
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XLIV. 

Such  famous  men,  fuch  worthies  of  the  earth. 
As  Jove  will  have  advanced  to  the  fky, 
And  there  made  Gods,  though  born  of  mortal  birth. 
For  their  high  merits  and  great  dignity. 
Are  wont,  befoi-e  they  may  to  heaven  fly. 
To  drink  hereof;  whereby,  all  cares  forepaft 
Are  waiht  away  quite  from  their  memory. 
So  did  thofe  old  Heroes  hereof  tafle. 

Before  that  they  in  blils  amongft  the  Gods  were  plafte. 

XLV. 

Much  more  of  price,  and  of  more  gracious  powre 
Is  this,  than  that  fame  water  of  Arden, 
The  which  Rinatdo  drunk  in  happy  houre, 
Defcribed  by  that  famous  Tufcan  pen  : 
For  that  had  might  to  change  the  hearts  of  men 
From  love  to  hate,  a  change  of  evil  choice  : 
But  this  doth  hatred  make  in  Love  to  bren. 
And  heavy  heart  with  comfort  doth  rejoice. 

Who  would  not  to  this  vertue  rather  yield  his  voice  ? 

XLVI. 

At  lafl  arriving  by  the  liftes  fide. 

She  with  her  rod  did  foftly  fmite  the  rail ; 

Which  ftreight  flew  ope,  and  gave  her  way  to  ride, 

Eftfoons  out  of  her  coach  fhe  'gan  avail. 

And  paceing  fairly  forth  did  bid  All  hail, 

Firfl:  to  her  brother,  whom  flie  loved  dear, 

That  fo  to  fee  him  made  her  heart  to  quail : 

And  next  to  Cambell^  whofe  fad  rueful  chear 

Made  her  to  change  her  hue,  and  hiddcnLove  t'  appear, 

XLVII. 

They  lightly  her  requit  (for  fmall  delight 
They  had  as  then  her  long  to  entertain.) 
And  eft  them  turned  both  again  to  fight. 
Which  when  flie  faw,  down  on  the  bloody  plain 
Her  felf  flie  threvv,  and  tears  'gan  flied  amain  , 
Amongft  her  tears  immixing  prayers  meek. 
And  (with  her  prayers,  reafons  to  reftrain 
From  bloody  fl:rife,  and  bleflfed  peace  to  feekj 

By  all  that  unto  them  was  dear,  did  them  befeek^ 
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XLVIII. 

But  whenas  all  might  nought  with  them  prevail. 
She  fmote  them  lightly  with  her  powreful  wand. 
Then  (uddainly,  as  if  their  hearts  did  fail, 
Their  wrathful  blades  down  fell  out  of  their  handyi 
And  they  like  men  aftonifht,  ftill  did  ftand. 
Thus  whilft  their  minds  were  doubtfully  diftraught. 
And  mighty  fpirits  bound  with  mightier  band. 
Her  golden  cup  to  them  for  drink  fhe  raugbt. 

Whereof  full  glad  for  thirft,  eachdrunkaa  hearty  draught, 

XLIX. 

Of  which  fo  foon  as  they  once  tailed  had 
(Wonder  it  is  that  fudden  change  to  fee.) 
Inllead  of  ftrokes,  each  other  kilTed  glad. 
And  lovely  haulft  from  fear  of  treafon  free. 
And  plighted  hands  for  ever  friends  to  be. 
When  all  men  faw  this  fudden  change  of  things. 
So  mortal  foes  fo  friendly  to  agree. 
For  pafling  joy,  which  fo  great  marvail  brings. 

They  all  'gan  Ihout  aloud,  that  all  the  heaven  rings* 

L. 

All  which,  when  gentle  Canacee  beheld. 
In  hafte  Ihe  from  her  lofty  chair  defcended. 
To  weet  what  fudden  tidings  was  befeld  : 
Where  when  Ihe  faw  that  cruel  war  fo  ended. 
And  deadly  foes  fo  faithfully  affriended, 
In  lovely  wife  flie  *gan  that  Lady  greet, 
Which  had  fo  great  difmay  fo  well  amended  % 
And  entertaining  her  with  courtTies  meet, 

Profeft  to  her  true  friendfhip  and  afFedion  fweet, 

LI. 

Thus  when  they  all  accorded  goodly  were. 
The  trumpets  founded,  and  they  all  arofe, 
Thence  to  depart  with  glee  and  gladfome  chear, 
Thofe  warlike  champions  both  together  chofe. 
Homeward  to  march,  themfelves  there  to  repofe: 
And  wife  Camhina  taking  by  her  fide 
Fair  Canacee  as  frefh  as  morning  Rofe, 
Unto  her  coach  remounting,  home  did  ride, 

Admir*d  of  all  the  people,  and  much  giorifide. 
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LII. 

Where  making  joyous  feafts,  their  days  they  fpent 
In  perfecl  Love,  devoid  of  hateful  ftrife, 
Allide  with  bands  of  mutual  compliment  j 
For  Triamond  had  Canacee  to  wife, 
With  whom  he  led  a  long  and  happy  life  5 
And  Cambell  took  Cambina  to  his  fere, 
The  v/hich  as  life  were  each  to  otlier  lief. 
So  ail  alike  did  love,   and  loved  were, 

That  fince  their  day  fuch  lovers  were  not  found  elfewhere. 


CANTO    IV. 

Satyrane  makes  a  tiirneyment 

For  love  e/Fiorimell  : 
Britomart  wins  the  prize  from  e.ll^ 

And  Arthegall  doih  qiielL 

^• 

T  often  falls  (as  here  it  earft  befell) 
That  mortal  foes  do  turn  to  faithful  friends; 
That  friends  profefc,  are  chang'd  to  focmen  fell  ° 
The  caufe  of  both,  of  both  their  minds  depends ;. 
And  th'end  of  both,  likewife  of  both  their  ends. 
For  enmity,  that  of  no  ill  proceeds. 
But  of  occafion,  with  th'  occafion  ends  ; 
And  friendfhip,  which  a  faint  affedion  breeds 

Without  regard  of  good,  dies  like  ill  grounded  i<i^^'}, 

II. 

That  well  (me  feems,)  appears,  by  that  of  late 
Twixt  Cambell  and  Sir  "Triamond  befell ; 
As  als  by  this,  that  now  a  new  debate 
Stird  up  twixt  Bkmdamcur  and  Paridell, 
The  which  by  courfe  befalls  me  here    to  tell : 
Who  having  thofe  two  other  Knights  efpide 
Marching  afore,  as  ye  rem.ember  well. 
Sent  forth  their  Squire  to  have  them,  both  defcridcj 

And  eke  thole  masked  Ladies  riding  them  befide. 
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IIL 

Who  back  returning,  told  as  he  had  feen. 

That  they  were  doughty  Knights  of  dreaded  name^ 
And  thofe  two  Ladies,  their  two  Loves  unfeen  ; 
And  therefore  wilht  them  without  blot  or  blame. 
To  let  them  pafs  at  will,  for  dread  of  Ihame. 
But  Blandamour  full  of  vain  glorious  fprighc. 
And  rather  llird  by  his  difcordful  Dame, 
Upon  them  gladly  would  have  prov'd  his  might. 

But  that  he  yet  was  fore  of  his  late  lucklefs  fight. 

IV. 

Yet  nigh  approching,  he  them  foul  befpake, 
Difgracing  them,  himfelf  thereby  to  grace. 
As  was  his  wont ;  fo  weening  way  to  make 
To  Ladies  Love,  where-fo  he  came  in  place. 
And  v/ith  lewd  terms  their  lovers  to  deface. 
Whofe  fharp  provokement  them  incenft  fo  fore. 
That  both  were  bent  t'avenge  his  ufage  bafe. 
And  'gan  their  fhields  addrefs  themfelves  afore  r. 

For  evil  deeds  may  better  than  bad  words  be  bore, 

V. 

But  fair  Cambina^  with  perfuafions  mild, 
Did  mitigate  the  fiercenefs  of  their  mode. 
That  for  the  preient  they  were  reconcil'd. 
And  'gan  to  treat  of  deeds  of  arms  abroad. 
And  ftrange  adventures,  all  the  way  they  rode: 
Amongll  the  which  they  told,  as  then  befell. 
Of  that  great  turney,  which  was  blazed'  broad. 
For  that  rich  girdle  of  fair  Florhnell, 

The  prize  of  her,  which  did  in  beauty  moft  excelL 

VI. 

To  which  folk-mote  they  all  with  one  confent, 
Sith  each  of  them  his  Lady  had  him  by, 
Whofe  beauty  each  of  them  thought  excellents 
Agreed  to  travel,  and  their  fortunes  try. 
So  as  they  paffed  forth,  they  did  efpy 
One  in  bright  arms  with  ready  fpear  in  refV, 
That  toward  them  his  courfc  feem'd  to  apply, 
Gainit  whom  Sir  Paridell  himfelf  addreil. 
Him  weening,  ere  he  nigh  approcht,  to  have  reprei%. 
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VII. 

Which  ^'other  feeing,  'gan  his  courfe  relent,' 
And  vaunted  fpear  eftfoons  to  difadvance, 
As  if  he  nought  but  peace  and  pleafure  meant^ 
Now  fahi  into  their  fellowfhip  by  chance  ; 
Whereat  they  fhewed  courteous  countenance. 
So  as  he  rode  with  them  accompanide. 
His  roving  eye  did  on  the  Lady  glance, 
"Which  Blandiimour  had  riding  by  his  fide  : 

Whom  furehe  weend,  that  he  fon:iewhere  tofore  had  eyde* 

VIII. 

It  was  to  weet  that  fnowy  Fkrimell^ 

Which  Ferrau  late  from  Braggado  chio  won  i 
Whom  he  now  feeing,  her  remembred  well. 
How  having  reft  her  from  the  Witches  fon. 
He  foon  her  loft :  wherefore  he  now  begun 
To  challenge  her  anew,  as  his  own  prize. 
Whom  formerly  he  had  in  battle  won. 
And  proffer  made  by  force  her  to  reprife  : 

Which  fcornfui  offer  Blartdamour  'gan  foon  defpife, 

IX. 

And  faid.  Sir  Knight,  fith  ye  this  Lady  claim. 
Whom  he  that  hath,  were  loth  to  lofe  fo  light, 
(For  fo  to  lofe  a  Lady,  were  great  ihame,) 
Ye  fhall  her  win,  as  1  have  done  in  fight: 
And  lo  fhe  Ihall  be  placed  here  in  fight. 
Together  with  this  Hag  befide  her  fet. 
That  who-fo  wins  her,  may  her  have  by  right  -, 
But  he  lliall  have  the  Hag  that  is  ybet. 

And  with  her  always  ride,  till  he  another  get,. 

X. 

That  offer  plcafed  all  the  company.' 

So  Florimell  with  Ate  forth  was  brought ; 

At  which  they  all  'gan  laugh  full  merrily  : 

But  Braggadochio  faid,  he  never  thought 

For  fuch  an  Hag,  that  feemed  worfe  than  nought^ 

His  perfon  to  imperil  fo  in  fight. 

But  if  to  match  that  Lady  they  had  fought 

Another  like,  that  were  like  fair  and  bright. 

His  life  he  then  would  fpend  to  juftifie  his  right. 
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XI. 

At  which  his  vain  excufe  they  all  'g^n  fmile. 
As  fcorning  his  unmanly  cowardife : 
And  Florimell  him  foully  'gan  revile. 
That  for  her  fake  refus'd  to  enterprife 
The  battle  offred  in  fo  knightly  wife. 
And  Ate  eke  provokt  him  privily, 
With  Love  of  her  and  Ihame  of  fuch  mifprife. 
But  nought  he  car'd  for  friend  or  enemy, 
For  in  bafe  mind  nor  friendfhip  dwells  nor  enmity. 

XII. 
But  Camhell  thus  did  fhut  up  all  in  jeft, 

Brave  Knights  and  Ladies,  certes  ye  do  wrong 
To  flir  up  ft  rife,  when  moft  us  needeth  reft. 
That  we  may  us  referve  both  frefh  and  ftrong, 
Againft  the  turneyment  which  is  not  long  -, 
When  who  fo  lift  to  fight  may  fight  his  fill : 
Till  then  your  challenges  ye  may  prolong ; 
And  then  it  Ihall  be  tried  if  ye  will, 
Whether  fhall  have  the  Hag,  or  hold  theLady  ftilL 

XIIL 
They  all  agreed:  fo  turning  all  to  game, 

And  pleafant  bord,  they  paft  forth  on  their  way. 
And  all  that  while,  where  fo  they  rode  or  came. 
That  masked  Mock-Knight  was  their  fport  and  playo 
Till  that  at  length  upon  th'  appointed  day. 
Unto  the  place  of  turneyment  they  came ; 
Where  they  before  them  found  in  frefh  array 
Many  brave  Knights,  and  many  a  dainty  dame 
Affembled,  for  to  get  the  honour  of  that  game,  j 

XIV. 
There  this  fair  crew  arriving,  did  divide 
Themfclves  afunder  :  Blandamour  with  thofe 
Of  his  on  th'  one  j  the  reft  on  th' other  fide. 
But  boaftful  Braggadochio  rather  chofe. 
For  glory  vain  their  fellowftiip  to  lofe. 
That  men  on  him  the  more  might  gaze  alone. 
The  reft  themfelves  in  troops  did  eife  difpofe, 
Like  as  it  feemed  beft  to  every  one  ; 
The  Knights  in  couples  marcht,  with  Ladies  linkt  attone. 
Vol.  II.  D 
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XV. 

Then  firft  of  all  forth  came  Sir  Satyrane, 
Bearing  that  precious  reliqiie  in  an  ark 
Of  gold,  that  bad  eyes  might  it  not  profane . 
Which  drawing  foftly  forth  out  of  the  dark. 
He  open  fnew'd,  that  all  men  it  mote  mark ; 
A  gorgeous  girdle,  curioufly  emboft 
With  pearl  and  precious  ftone,  worth  many  a  mirk  ; 
Yet  did  the  workmanfhip  far  pafs  the  coft  : 

It  was  the  fame  which  lately  Florimell  had  loft. 

XVI. 

That  fame  aloft  he  hung  in  open  view. 
To  be  the  prize  of  beauty  and  of  might; 
The  which  eftfoons  difcover'd,  to  it  drew 
The  eyes  of  all,  allur'd  with  clofe  delight. 
And  hearts  quite  robbed  with  fo  glorious  fighr. 
That  all  men  threw  out  vows  and  wifhes  vain. 
Thrice  happy  Lady,  and  thrice  happy  Knight, 
Them  feem'd,  that  could  fo  goodly  riches  gain. 

So  worthy  of  the  peril,  worthy  of  the  pain. 

XVII. 

Then  took  the  bold  Sir  Satyrane  in  hand 

An  huge  great  fpear,  fuch  as  he  wont  to  wield. 
And  'vancing  torth  from  all  the  other  band 
Of  Knights,  addreil  his  maiden-headed  fliieJd, 
Shewing  himfelt  all  ready  for  the  field. 
'Gainft  whom,  there  fingled  from  the  other  fide 
A  Painim  Knight,  that  well  in  arms  was  skilld. 
And  had  in  many  a  battle  oft  been  tride, 

I^Iight  Bruncheval  the  bold,  who  fiercely  forth  did  ride. 

XVIII. 

So  furioufiy  they  both  together  met. 

That  neither  could  the  others  force  fuftain. 
As  two  fierce  Bulls,  that  ftrive  the  rule  to  get 
Of  all  the  herd,  meet  with  fo  hideous  main. 
That  both  rebutted,  tumble  on  the  plain,, 
So  thefe  two  champions  to  the  ground  were  feld, 
VvHiere  in  amaze  they  both  did  long  remain. 
And  in  their  hands  their  idle  truncheons  held, 

Which  neither  able  were  to  wag,  or  once  to  v/eld,.^ 
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XIX. 

Which  when  the  noble  Ferramont  efpide. 
He  pricked  forth  in  aid  of  Satyran  •, 
And  him  againft  Sir  Blandamour  did  ride 
With  all  the  ftrength  and  ftiffnefs  that  he  can. 
But  the  more  flrong  and  ftifly  that  he  ran. 
So  much  more  forely  to  the  ground  he  fell. 
That  on  a  heap  were  tumbled  horfe  and  man. 
Unto  whofe  refcue  forth  rode  Paridell ; 

But  him  likewife  with  that  fame  fpear  he  eke  did  quell, 

XX. 

Which  Braggadochio  feeing,  had  no  will 
To  haften  greatly  to  his  parties  aid, 
Albe  his  turn  were  next;  but  ftood  there  flill. 
As  one  that  feemed  doubtful  or  difmaid. 
But  'Triamond  half  wroth  to  fee  him  ftaid, 
Sternly  ftept  forth,  and  raught  away  his  fpear. 
With  which  fo  fore  he  Ferramont  affaid. 
That  horfe  and  man  to  ground  he  quite  did  beafj 

That  neither  could  in  hafle  themfelves  again  uprear. 

XXI. 

Which  to  avenge.  Sir  Devon  him  did  dight, 
But  with  no  better  fortune  than  the  rell : 
For  him  likewife  he  quickly  down  did  fmight. 
And  after  him,  Sir  Douglas  him  addrefl, 
And  after  him.  Sir  Palimord  forth  preft; 
And  none  of  them  againft  his  ftrokes  could  ftand  %, 
But  all  the  more,  the  more  his  praife  increaft. 
For  either  they  were  left  upon  the  land. 

Or  went  away  fore  wounded  of  his  haplefs  hand, 

XXII. 

And  now  by  this,  Sir  Satyrane  abraid, 

Out  of  the  fwoun,  in  which  too  long  he  lay. 

And  looking  round  about,  like  one  difmaid, 

Whenas  he  faw  the  mercilefs  affray, 

Which  doughty  Triamond  had  wrought  that  day. 

Unto  the  noble  Knights  of  Maidenhead, 

His  mighty  heart  did  almoft  rend  in  tway. 

For  very  gall,  that  rather  wholly  dead 

Himfelf  he  wilht  have  been,  than  in  fo  bad  a  ftead. 
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XXIII. 

Eftfoons  he  'gan  to  gather  up  around 

His  weapons,  which  lay  fcatter'd  all  abroad  ; 
And  as  it  fell,  his  fteed  he  ready  found. 
On  whom  remounting,  fiercely  forth  he  rode, 
-   Like  fpark  of  fire,  that  from  the  anvile  glode, 
There  where  he  faw  the  valiant  'Triamond 
Chafing,  and  laying  on  them  heavy  lode. 
That  none  his  force  were  able  to  withftond. 
So  dreadful  were  his  ftrokes,  fo  deadly  was  his  hond, 

XXIV. 
With  that,  at  him  his  beam-like  fpear  he  aim'd, 
And  thereto  all  his  powre  and  niight  applide  : 
The  wicked  fteel  for  mifchief  firft  ordain'd, 
And  having  now  misfortune  got  for  guide, 
Staid  not  till  it  arrived  in  his  fide. 
And  therein  made  a  very  griefly  wound, 
That  ftreams  of  blood  his  armour  ail  bedide. 
Much  was  he  daunted  with  that  direful  ftound. 
That  fcarce  he  him  upheld  from  falling  in  a  fwound. 

XXV. 
Yet  as  he  might,  himlelf  he  loft  withdrev/ 
Out  of  the  field,  that  none  perceiv'd  it  plain. 
Then  *gan  the  part  of  challengers  anew 
To  range  the  field,  and  vi(ftor-like  to  reign. 
That  none  againfi:  them  battle  durfl:  maintain. 
By  that  the  gioomy  evening  on  them  fell. 
That  forced  them  from  fighting  to  refrain, 
And  trumpets  found  to  ceafe  did  them  compell. 
So  Satyram  that  day  was  judg'd  to  bear  the  belL 

XXVL 
The  morrow  next  the  turney  *gan  anew. 
And  with  the  firlt,  the  hardy  Satyrane 
Appear'd  in  place,  with  all  his  noble  crew  : 
On  th'other  fide,  full  many  a  warlike  fwain 
Aflembled  were,  that  glorious  prize  to  gain. 
But  'mongft  them  all  was  not  Siv  Triamond, 
Unable,  he  new  battle  to  darrain, 
Through  grievance  of  his  late  received  wound,. 
Tbt*tt  doubly^  di^:hirii  grieve  J  whenfo  himfelf  he  found. 
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XXVIL 

Which  Camhell  feeing,  though  he  coufd  not  falve, 
Ne  done  undo,  yet  for  to  falve  his  name. 
And  purchafe  honour  in  his  friends  behalve. 
This  goodly  counterfeifance  he  did  frame. 
The  (hield  and  arms  well  known  to  be  the  fame. 
Which  'Triamond  had  worn,  unwares  to  wight, 
And  to  his  friend  unwift,  for  doubt  of  blame, 
If  he  mifdid  ;  he  on  himfelf  did  dight. 

That  none  could  him  difcern,  and  fo  went  forth  to  fight, 
XXVIII, 

There  Satyrane  Lord  of  the  field  he  found. 
Triumphing  in  great  joy  and  jollity  ; 
*Gainft  whom  none  able  was  to  ftand  on  ground  ; 
Thar  much  he  'gan  his  glory  to  envy. 
And  call:  t'avenge  his  friends  indignity. 
A  mighty  fpear  efcfoons  at  him  he  bent  % 
Who  feeing  him  come  on  lb  furioufly, 
Met  him  mid-way  with  equal  hardiment. 

That  forcibly  to  ground  they  both  together  went. 

XXIX. 

They  up  again  themfelves  'gan  lightly  rear. 
And  to  their  tried  fwords  themfelves  betake; 
With  which  they wroughtfuch  wondrous marvelsthere 
That  all  the  reft  it  did  amazed  make, 
Ne  any  dar'd  their  peril  to  partake  % 
Now  cuffling  clofe,  now  chafing  to  and  fro. 
Now  hurtling  round,  advantage  for  to  take  : 
As  two  wild  Boars  together  grapling  go, 

Chaufing,  and  foaming  choler,  each  againft  his  foe. 

XXX. 

So  as  they  courft,  and  turneyd  here  and  there^ 
It  chaunft  Sir  Sat-^ram  his  '^.t^d,  at  laft. 
Whether  through  foundring  or  through  fudden  feat\. 
To  ftumble,  that  his  rider  nigh  he  caft  ;. 
Which  vantage  Cafnbeli  did  purfue  io  faf?. 
That  ere  himielf  he  had  recovred  welL 
So  fore  he  fouft  him  on  the  compaft  crcAll, 
That  forced  him  to  leave  his  lofry  fell, 

And  rudely  tumbling  down  under  hrs  hoffe  i'.:<^\  tzW, 
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XXXI. 

Lightly  Camhello  leapt  down  from  his  fteed. 
For  to  have  rent  his  fhield  and  arms  away, 
That  whylome  wont  to  be  the  vidlors  meed ; 
"When  all  unwares  he  felt  an  hideous  fway 
Of  many  fwords  that  load  on  him  did  lay. 
An  hundred  Knights  had  him  enclofed  round. 
To  refcue  Saiyrane  out  of  his  prey  j 
All  which  at  once  huge  ftrokes  on  him  did  pound. 

In  hope  to  take  him  prifoner,  where  he  flood  on  ground. 
XXXII. 

He  with  their  multitude  was  nought  difmaid. 
But  with  ftout  courage  turn'd  upon  them  all. 
And  with  his  brondiron  round  about  him  laid  j 
Of  which  he  dealt  large  alms,  as  did  befall: 
Like  as  a  Lion  that  by  chaunce  doth  fall 
Into  the  hunters  toil,  doth  rage  and  rore. 
In  royal  heart  difdaining  to  be  thrall ; 
But  all  in  vain  -,  for  what  might  one  do  more  ? 

They  have  him  taken  captive,  though  it  grieve  him  fore. 

XXXIII. 

Whereof  when  news  to  Triamond  was  brought. 
There  as  he  lay,  his  wound  he  foon  forgot ; 
And  ftarting  up,  flraight  for  his  armour  fought  t 
In  vain  he  fought ;  for  there  he  found  it  not  j 
Ca/nbello  it  away  before  had  got : 
Camhello' s  arms  therefore  he  on  him  threw. 
And  lightly  iffu'd  forth  to  take  his  lot. 
There  he  in  troop  found  all  that  warlike  crew. 

Leading  his  friend  away,  full  forry  to  his  view. 
XXXIV. 

Into  the  thickeftof  that  knightly  preace 

He  thruft,  and  fmote  down  all  that  was  between. 
Carried  with  fervent  zeal  \  ne  did  he  ceafe, 
Till  that  he  came  where  he  had  Camhdl  feen. 
Like  captive  thrall  two  other  Knights  atween, 
There  he  amongft  them  cruel  havock  makes , 
That  they  which  lead  him,  foon  enforced  been 
To  let  him  loofe  to  fave  their  proper  ftakes : 

Who  being  freed,  from  one  a  weapon  fiercely  takes. 
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XXXV. 

With  that  he  drives  at  them  with  dreadful  might, 
Both  in  remenibrance  of  his  friends  late  harm. 
And  in  revengement  of  his  own  defpight  ; 
So  both  together  give  a  new  alarm, 
As  if  but  now  the  battle  wexed  warm. 
As  when  two  greedy  Wolves  do  break  by  force 
Into  an  herd,  far  from  the  hufband  farm. 
They  fpoil  and  ravin  without  all  remorfe-. 

So  did  thefe  two  through  all  the  field,  their  foes  enforce. 
XXXVI. 

Fiercely  they  follow'd  on  their  bold  emprize. 
Till  trumpets  found  did  v/arn  them  all  to  reft  ; 
Then  all  with  one  confent  did  yield  the  prize 
To  Triamond  and  Cambdl  as  the  beft. 
But  Triamond  to  Cambell  it  releaft.    , 
And  Cambell  it  to  Triamord  transfer'd  ; 
Each  labouring  to  advance  the  others  geft, 
And  make  his  praife  before  his  own  prefer'd  : 

So  that  the  doom  v-^as  to  another  day  dekr*d. 
XXXVII. 

The  laft  day  came,  when  all  thofe  Knights  again 
Affembled  were,  their  deeds  of  arms  to  (hew. 
Full  many  deeds  that  day  were  fliewed  plain  : 
But  Satyr ane  'bove  all  the  other  crew. 
His  wondrous  worth  declar'd  in  all  mens  viev/. 
For  from  the  firft  he  to  the  laft  cndur'd  • 
And  though  fome  while  fortune  from  him  withdrew. 
Yet  evermore  his  honour  he  recur'd. 

And  with  unwearied  powre  his  party  ftill  aflur'd. 
XXXVIII. 

Ne  was  there  Knight  that  ever  thought  of  arms. 
But  that  his  utmoft  prowefs  there  made  known^ 
That  by  their  many  v/ords,  and  carelefs  harms. 
By  lliiver'd  fpear,  and  fwords  all  under  ftrown. 
By  fcatter'd  fhields  was  eafie  to  be  fliown. 
There  might  ye  fee  loofe  fteeds  at  random  rone, 
Whofe  lucklefs  riders  late  were  overthrown  ; 
And  Squires  make  hafte  to  help  their  Lords  fordon  : 

But  ftill  the  Knights  of  Maidenhead  the  better  won  \ 
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XXXIX. 

Till  that  there  entred  on  the  other  fide, 

A  fbranger  Knight,  from  whence,  no  man  could  read. 

In  quaint  difguife,  full  hard  to  be  defcride. 

For  all  his  armour  was  like  falvage  weed, 

With  woody  mofs  bedight,  and  all  his  fteed 

"With  oaken  leaves  attrapt,  that  feemed  fit 

For  falvage  wight,  and  thereto  well  agreed 

His  words  which  on  his  ragged  fhieid  were  writ, 

Sahageffe  fans  Jinejfe,  Ihewing  fecret  wit. 

XL. 

He  at  his  firll  in-comeing,  charg'd  his  fpear 
At  him,  that  firfl;  appeared  in  his  fight : 
That  was  to  weet,  the  itout  Sir  Sangliere, 
Who  well  was  known  to  be  a  valiant  Knight, 
Approved  oft  in  many  aperlous  fight. 
Him  at  the  firft  encounter  down  he  fmote. 
And  over-bore  beyond  his  crouper  quight. 
And  after  him  another  Knight,  that  bote 

Sir  Bfiancr,  fo  fore  that  none  him  life  behote. 

XLI. 

Then  ere  his  hand  he  reard,  he  overthrew 

Seven  Knights,  one  after  other  as  they  came  : 
And  when  his  fpear  was  bruft,  his  fword  he  drew^ 
The  inftrument  of  wrath,  and  with  the  fame 
Far'd  like  a  Lion  in  his  bloody  game. 
Hewing,  and  flafliing  fhields,  and  helmets  bright. 
And  beating  down  what  ever  nigh  him  camej 
That  every  one  'gan  fhun  his  dreadful  fight, 

No  lefs  than  death  it  {df  in  dangerous  affright. 

XLII. 

Much  wondred  all  men,  what  or  whence  he  came. 
That  did  am.ongit  the  troops  fo  tyrannize  j 
And  each  of  other  'gan  enquire  his  name. 
But  when  they  could  not  learn  it  by  no  wife, 
Moft  anfwerable  to  his  wild  difguife 
Jc  feem.ed  him  to  term  the  falvage  Knight. 
Hut  certes  his  right  name  was  otherwife, 
I'hough  known  to  tew,  that  Arthegall  he  bight, 

The  dou^htieil  Knight  that  liv'd  char  daVi  ^^d  mod  of 

[might. 
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XLIII. 

Thus  was  Sir  Satyrane  with  all  his  band, 

B7  his  fole  manhood  and  atchievement  flout 
Difmaid,  that  none  of  them  in  field  durft  Hand, 
But  beaten  were  and  chafed  all  abont. 
So  he  continu'd  all  that  day  throughout, 
Till  evening,  that  the  fun  'gan  downward  bend. 
Then  rufhed  forth  out  of  the  thickeft  rout 
A  ftranger  Knight  that  did  his  glory  lliend  ; 

So  nought  may  be  efteemed  happy  till  the  end. 

XLIV. 

He  at  his  entrance  charg'd  his  powreful  fpear 
At  ArthegalU  in  middeft  of  his  pride  \ 
And  therewith  fmote  him  on  his  umbriere 
So  fore,  that  tumbling  back  he  down  did  Aide. 
Over  his  horfes  tail  above  a  ftride-. 
Whence  little  luft  he  had  to  rife  aga^n. 
Which  Cambell  feeing  much  the  fame  envide^ 
And  ran  at  him  with  all  his  might  and  main-j 

But  fhortly  was  likewife  feen  lying  on  the  plain,. 

XLV- 

Whereat  full  inly  wroth  was  Tnamond^ 

And  cad  t 'avenge  the  fhame  done  to  his  friend  ; 
But  by  his  friend  himfelf  eke  ibon  he  fond 
In  no  lefs  need  of  help,  than  him  he  weend. 
All  which  when  Blandamour  from  end  ro  ^n^i 
Beheld,  he  woxe  therewith  difpieafed  lore* . 
And  thought  in  mind  it  iliortly  to  amend  : 
His  fpear  he  feucred,  and  at  hnTi  it  bore-. 

But  with  no  better  fortune  than  the  refi.  afore, 

XLVI. 

Full  many  others  at  him  likevvif-  ran  : 

But  all  of  them  likewife  difmoi;ntvd  wtxt. 

Ne  certes  wonder  ;   for  no  powre  of  man 

Could  bide  the  force  of  that  enchanted  fpear. 

The  which  this  famous  Britomnrt  did  bear  ; 

With  which  fhe  wondrous  deeds  of  airnv  archicv'd. 

And  overthrew  what  ever  came  \w:  \\z?.x. 

That  all  thofe  ftranger  Kniglus  full  lore  agriev'd^ 

And  that  late  wcakf;rbandof  c]ialiens:er?  reliev'd. 
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XL  VII. 

Like  as  in  fummers  day,  when  raging  heat 
Doth  burn  the  earth,  and  boiled  rivers  dry. 
That  all  brute  beafts  forc'd  to  refrain  from  meat. 
Do  hunt  for  fhade,  where  fhrouded  they  may  lie. 
And  mifling  it,  feign  from  themfelves  to  flie  j 
AH  travellers  tormented  are  with  pain  : 
A  watry  cloud  doth  overcaft  the  fkie. 
And  poureth  forth  a  fuddain  fliowre  of  rain, 

That  all  the  wretched  world  recomforteth  again : 

XLVIII. 

So  did  the  warlike  Britomart  reftore 

The  prize,  to  Knights  of  Maidenhead  that  day 

(Which  elfe  was  like  to  have  been  loft)  and  bore 

The  praife  of  prowefs  from  them  all  away. 

Then  Ihrilling  trumpets  loudly  'gan  to  bray. 

And  bade  them  leave  their  labours  and  long  toil. 

To  joyous  feaft  and  other  gentle  play. 

Where  beauties  prize  fhould  win  that  precious  fpoil  ; 

Where  I  with  found  of  trump  will  alfo  reft  awhile. 


CANTO     V. 

The  Ladies  for  the  girdle  Jirive 

Of  famous  Florimell: 
Scudamour   comeing  to  Cares  houfe^ 

Doth  Jleep  from  him  expelL 

I. 

IT  hath  been  through  all  ages  ever  feen, 
That  with  the  praife  of  arms  and  chevalry, 
The  prize  of  beauty  ftill  hath  joined  been: 
And  that  for  reafons  fpecial  privity  : 
For  either  doth  on  other  much  rely. 
For  he  me  feems  moft  fit  the  fair  to  ferve. 
That  can  her  beft  defend  from  villany  -, 
And  fhe  moft  fit  his  fervice  doth  deferve. 
That  faireft  is,  and  from  her  faith  will  never  f^ve:ve, 
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II. 

So  fitly  now  here  cometh  next  in  place, 
After  the  proof  of  provv^efs  ended  well. 
The  controverfe  of  beauties  foveraine  grace  ; 
In  which  to  her  that  doth  the  moft  excel!. 
Shall  fall  the  girdle  of  fair  Florlmell : 
That  many  wifh  to  win  for  glory  vain. 
And  not  for  vertuous  ufe,  which  fome  do  tell 
That  glorious  belt  did  in  it  felf  contain, 

"Which  Ladies  ought  to  love,  and  feek  for  to  obtain. 

III. 

That  girdle  gave  the  vertue  of  chaile  Love, 
And  wivehood  true,  to  all  that  did  it  bear  - 
But  whofoever  contrary  doth  prove. 
Might  not  the  fame  about  her  middle  wear, 
But  it  would  loofe,  or  elfe  afunder  tear. 
Whilome  it  was  ('as  Fairies  wont  report) 
Dame  Venus  girdle,  by  her  deemed  dear. 
What  time  ilie  us'd  to  live  in  wively  fort ; 

But  laid  afide,  whenfo  (he  us'd  her  loofer  fport. 

IV. 

Her  husband  Vulcan  whylome  for  her  fake. 
When  firil  he  loved  her  with  heart  entire. 
This  precious  ornament  they  fay  did  make. 
And  wrought  in  Lsmnos  with  unquenched  fire ; 
And  afterwards  did  for  her  Loves  firft  hire. 
Give  it  to  her  for  ever  to  remain. 
Therewith  to  bind  lafcivious  defire. 
And  loofe  affections  ftreightly  to  reftrain  j 

Which  vertue  it  for  ever  aicer  did  retain. 

V. 

The  fame  one  day,  when  (lie  herfelf  difpos'd 
To  vifit  her  beloved  Paramour, 
(The  God  of  war,)  fhe  from  her  middle  loosed. 
And  left  behind  her  in  her  fecret  bowr. 
On  Acidalian  mount,  where  many  an  hour, 
She  with  the  pleafant  Graces  wont  to  play. 
7  here  Florimell  in  her  firft  ages  fiowre 
Was  foftred  by  thofe  Graces^  (as  they  lay) 

And  brought  with  her  from  thence  that  goodly  bell:  away. 
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VI. 

That  goodly  belt  was  Cejlus  hight  by  name. 
And  as  her  life  by  her  efteemed  dear. 
No  wonder  then  if  that  to  win  the  fame 
So  many  Ladies  fought,  as  fhall  appear  ; 
For  peerlefs  fhe  was  thought,  that  did  it  bear. 
And  now  by  this  their  feaft  all  being  ended. 
The  Judges  which  thereto  felefted  were. 
Into  the  Martian  field  adown  defcended. 
To  deem  this  doubtful  cafe,  for  which  they  all  contended. 

VII. 
But  firft  was  queftion  made,  which  of  thofe  Knights 
That  lately  turneyd,  had  the  wager  won: 
There  was  it  judged  hj  thofe  worthy  wights, 
That  Saiyrane  the  firft  day  beft  had  done  : 
For  he  laft  ended,  having  firft  begun : 
The  fecond  was  to  ^riamond  behight, 
For  that  he  fav'd  the  vidor  from  fordone  : 
For  Cambell  Viftor  was  in  all  mens  fight. 
Till  by  mifhap  he  in  his  foe-mens  hand  did  light. 

VIII. 
The  third  days  prize  unto  that  ftranger  Knight, 
Whom  all  men  term'd  Knight  of  the  hebene  fpear, 
To  Britomart  was  given  by  good  right ; 
For  that  with  puiffant  ftroke  fhe  down  did  bear 
The  Salvage  Knight,  that  Vidor  was  whilear, 
And  all  the  reft  which  had  the  beft  afore. 
And  to  the  laft  unconquer'd  did  appear ; 
For  laft  is  deemed  beft.    To  her  therefore 
The  faireft  Lady  was  adjudg'd  for  Paramour. 

IX. 
But  thereat  greatly  grudged  Arthegall^ 

And  much  repin'd,  that  both  of  Vidors  meed. 
And  eke  of  honour  fhe  did  him  foreftail. 
Yet  m.Gte  he  not  withftand  what  was  decreed  ; 
But  inly  thought  of  that  defpightful  deed 
Fit  time  t'await  avenged  for  to  be. 
This  being  ended  thus,  and  all  agreed. 
Then  next  enfu'd  the  paragon  to  fee 
Of  beauties  praiie.,  and  yisM  tlis  faireft  h'-r  due  U^.> 
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X. 

Then  firft  Cambello  brought  unto  their  view 
His  fair  Cambina,  covred  with  a  veil ; 
"Which  being  once  with  drawn,  mofl  perfefl  hue 
And  pafTing  beauty  did  eftfoons  reveal. 
That  able  was  weak  hearts  away  to  fteal. 
Next  did  Sir  Triamond  unto  their  fight 
The  face  of  his  dear  Canacee  unheal  •, 
Whofe  beauties  beam  eftfoons  did  (hine  fo  bright. 

That  daz'd  the  eyes  of  all,  as  with  exceeding  light. 

XL 

And  after  her  did  Parideli  produce 

His  falfe  DuejJ'a,  that  fhe  might  be  feen  ; 
Who  with  her  forged  beauty  did  feduce 
The  hearts  of  fome,  that  faired  her  did  ween  : 
As  diverfe  wits  aflfedied  diverfe  been. 
Then  did  Sir  Ferramont  unto  them  fliow 
His  Luada,  that  was  full  fair  and  fheen, 
And  after  thefe  an  hundred  Ladies  tnoe 

Appear'd  in  place,  the  which  each  other  did  out-go, 

XIL 

All  which  who  {o  dare  think  for  to  enchace. 
Him  needeth  furea  golden  pen  I  ween. 
To  teli  the  feature  of  each  goodly  face. 
For  fince  the' day  that  they  created  been. 
So  many  heavenly  faces  were  not  feen 
Aflembled  in  one  place  :  ne  he  that  thought 
For  Chian  folk  to  pourtraid:  beauties  Queen, 
By  view  of  all  the  faireft  to  him  brought, 

-So  many  fair  did  fee,  as  here  he  might  have  fought. 

XIIL 

At  lad  the  moft  redoubted  Britomfs, 
Her  lovely  Amoret  did  open  fliew  : 
Whofe  face  difcover'd,  plainly  did  exprefs 
The  heavenly  pourtraid  of  bright  Angels  hue. 
Well  weened  al),  which  her  that  time  did  view. 
That  flie  fhould  furely  bear  the  bell  away. 
Till  Biandamour,  who  thought  he  had  the  true 
And  very  Florimell,  did  her  difplay  : 

The  fight  of  whom  once  feen,  did  all  the  reil  difmay. 
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XIV. 

For  all  afore  that  feemed  fair  and  bright. 
Now  bafe  and  contemptible  did  appear, 
Compar'd  to  her  that  fhone  as  Phcibes  light, 
Amongft  the  lefler  ftars  in  evening  clear. 
All  that  her  fav/  with  wonder  raviflit  were. 
And  ween'd  no  mortal  creature  fhe  ihould  be,. 
But  fome  celeflial  ihape,  that  fiefh  did  bear : 
Yet  all  were  glad  their  Florimell  to  fee : 

Yet  thought  that  Florimell  was  not  fo  fair  as  fha 

XV. 

As  guileful  goldfmith  that  by  fecret  fkill. 
With  golden  foil  doth  finely  overfpred 
Some  bafer  metal,  which  commend  he  will 
Unto  the  vulgar  for  good  gold  infled, 
He  much  more  goodly  glofs  thereon  doth  fhedy 
To  hi^e  his  falfliood,  than  if  it  were  trew  : 
So  hard  this  Idol  was  to  be  ared. 
That  Florimell  herfelf  in  all  mens  view 

She  feem'd  to  pafs :  fo  forged  things  do  faireft  fhew, 

XVI . 

Then  was  that  golden  belt  by  doom  of  all 
Granted  to  her  as  to  the  faireft  Dame. 
"Which  being  brought,  about  her  middle  fmall 
They  thought  to  gird,  as  beft  it  her  became  ; 
But  by  no  means  they  could  it  thereto  frame. 
For  ever  as  they  faftned  it  it  loos'd 
And  fell  away,  as  feeling  fecret  blame. 
Full  oft  about  her  waift  fhe  it  enclos'd  •, 

And  it  as  oft  was  from  about  her  waifb  difclos'dv 

XVII. 

That  all  men  wondred  at  the  uncouth  fight. 
And  each  one  thought,  as  to  their  fancies  came. 
But  fhe  herfelf  did  think  it  done  for  fpight. 
And  touched  vvas  with  fecret  wrath  and  fiiame 
Therewith,  as  thing  devis'd  her  to  defame. 
Then  marry  other  Ladies  iikewife  tride. 
About  their  tender  loins  to  knit  the  fame; 
But  it  would  not  on  one  of  them  abide, 

Bui:  when  they  thought  it  fall,  eftfooas  it  was  untide* 
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XVIII. 

Which  when  that  fcornful  Squire  of  Dames  did  view, 
He  loudly  'gan  to  laugh  and  thus  to  jeft ; 
Alas  for  pity  that  fo  fair  a  crew. 
As  like  cannot  be  feen  from  eaft  to  wed, 
Cannot  find  one  this  girdle  to  invefl:. 
Fie  on  the  man  that  did  it  firft  invent. 
To  fhame  us  all  with  this,  Ungirt  unblejl. 
Let  never  Lady  to  his  love  aflent, 
That  hath  this  day  fo  many  fo  unmanly  fhent. 

XIX. 
Thereat  all  Knights  'gan  laugh,  and  Ladies  loure  5 
Till  that  at  laft  the  gentle  Amoret 
Likewife  affaid,  to  prove  that  girdles  powre  \ 
And  having  it  about  her  middle  fet. 
Did  find  it  fit,  withouten  breach  or  let. 
Whereat  the  reft  'gan  greatly  to  envy  : 
But  Florimell  exceedingly  did  fret. 
And  fnatching  from  her  hand  half  angrily 
The  belt  again,  about  her  body  'gan  it  tie. 

XX. 

j  Yet  nathemore  would  it  her  body  fit ; 

j      Yet  nathelefs  to  her,  as  her  due  right. 
It  yielded  was  by  them  that  judged  it: 
And  ilie  herfeif  adjudged  to  the  Knight, 
That  bore  the  hebene  fpear,  as  won  in  fight. 
But  BritQmart  would  not  thereto  aflent, 
Ne  her  own  Amoret  foreo-o  fo  light 
For  that  ft  range  Dame,  whofe  beauties  wonderment 
She  lefs  efteem'd,  than  th'others  vertuous  government* 
XXI. 

Whom  when  the  reft  did  fee  her  to  refufe. 

They  v>'ere  full  glad,  in  hope  themfelves  to  get  her : 
Yet  at  her  choice  they  all  did  greatly  mufe. 
But  after  that,  the  Judges  did  arret  her 
Unto  the  fecond  belt,  that  lov'd  her  better ; 
That  was  the  Salvage  Knight :  but  he  was  gone 
In  great  difpleafure  that  he  could  not  get  her. 
Then  was  Ihe  judged  'Triamoftd  his  own  ; 

l^lXriamond  lov'd  Canacee,  and  other  none.      •  - 
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XXII. 

The  unto  Satyrane  fiie  was  adjudgd. 

Who  was  right  glad  to  gain  lb  goodly  meed : 
But  Blandamour  thereat  full  greatly  grudgd, 
And  little  prais'd  his   labours  evil  fpeed. 
That  for  to  win  the  faddle  loft  the  fteed. 
Ne  lefs  thereat  did  Paridcll  complain, 
And  thought  t'  appeal  from  that  which  was  decreed. 
To  fingle  combat  with  Sir  Satyrane 
Thereto  him  Ale  ftir'd,  new  difcord  to  maintain. 

XXIII. 
And  eke  with  thefe,  full  many  other  Knights 
She  through  her  wicked  working  did  incenfe. 
Her  to  demand,  and  challenge  as  their  rights, 
Deferved  for  their  perils  recompence, 
Amongft  the  reft,  with  boaftful  vain  pretence 
Stept  Braggadochio  forth,  and  as  his  thrall 
Her  claim'd,  by  him  in  battle  won  long  fmce : 
Whereto  her  felf  he  did  to  witnefs  call ; 
Who  being  aikt  accordingly  confeffed  all. 

XXIV. 
Thereat  exceeding  wroth  was  Satyran ; 

And  wroth  with  Satyrane  was  Blandamour  % 
And  wroth  with  Blandamour  was  Erivan^ 
And  at  them  both  Sir  Paridell  did  lour. 
So  all  together  ftir'd  up  ftrifeful  ftour, 
And  ready  were  new  battle  to  darrain. 
Each  one  profeft  to  be  her  paramour. 
And  vow'd  with  fpear  and  Ihield  it  to  maintain  ; 
Ne  fudges  powre,  ne  reafons  rule  mote  them  reftrain. 

XXV. 
Which  troublous  ftir  when  Satyrane diViTJ'd, 
He  'gan  to  caft  how  to  appeafe  the  fame; 
And  to  accord  them  all,  this  means  deviz'd  : 
Firft  in  the  mJdft  to  kt  that  faireft  Dame, 
To  whom  each  one  his  challenge  fhould  difclame. 
And  he  himfelf  his  right  would  eke  releafe  : 
Then  look  to  whom  Hie  voluntary  came. 
He  fliould  without  difturbance  her  polTefs  : 
Sweet  is  the  Love  that  come?  alone  with  willingnefs* 
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XXVI. 

They  all  agreed  :  and  then  that  fnowy  maid 
Was  in  the  middeft  plac'd  among  them  all; 
All  on  her  gazing  wilht,  and  vowd>  and  praid. 
And  to  the  Queen  of  beauty  dole  did  callj 
That  fhe  unto  their  portion  might  befall. 
Then  when  ilie  long  had  iookt  upon  each  one. 
As  though  (he  willied  to  have  pleas'd  them  all. 
At  laft,  to  Braggadochio  felf  alone 
She  came  of  her  accord,  in  fpight  of  all  his  fone, 

XXVII. 
Which  when  they  all  beheld,  they  chaft  and  rag'd, 
And  wox  nigh  mad  for  very  hearts  defpight, 
That  from  revenge  their  wills  they  fcarce  alTuag'd  i 
Some  thought  from  him  her  to  have  reft  by  might  i 
Some  proffer  made  with  him  for  her  to  fight. 
But  he  nought  car'd  for  all  that  they  could  fay  % 
For  he  their  words  as  wind  efteemed  light. 
Yet  not  fit  place  he  thought  it  there  to  ilay. 
But  fecretly  from  thence  that  nisht  her  bore  away, 

XXVIIL 
They  which  remain'd,   fo  foon  as  they  perceiv'd. 
That  fhe  was  gone,  departed  thence  with  fpeed, 
And  follow'd  them,  in  mind  her  to  have  reav'd 
From  wight  unworthy  ol  fo  noble  meed. 
In  which  purfuit  how  each  one  did  fucceed, 
Shall  eife  be  told  in  order,  as  it  fell. 
But  now  of  Britomart  it  here  doth  need 
The  hard  adventures  and  ftrange  haps  to  tell  % 
Since  with  the  reft  fhe  went  not  alter  FlorimelL 

XXIX. 
For  foon  as  fhe  them  faw  to  difcord  {tt^ 
Her  lift  no  longer  in  that  place  abide  j 
But  taking  with  her  lovely  Amoret^ 
Upon  her  firft  adventure  forth  did  ride^ 
To  feek  her  lov'd,  making  blind  Love  her  guldco 
Unlucky  maid  to  feek  her  enemy  ! 
Unlucky  maid  to  feek  him  far  and  wide. 
Whom  when  he  was  unto  her  felf  moft  nigh, 
She  through  his  late  difguizement  could  him  not  defcrie. 
Vol.  II.  E 
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XXX. 

So  much  the  more  her  grief,  the  more  her  toil : 
Yet  neither  toil  nor  grief,  Ihe  once  did  fpare. 
In  feeking  him,  that  ihould  her  pain  aflbil ; 
Whereto  great'  comfort  in  her  fad  misfare 
Was  Amoret,  companion  of  her  care : 
Who  likewife  fought  her  lover  long  mif-went. 
The  gentle  Scudamour,  whofe  heart  whilare 
That  ftrifeful  Hag  with  jealous  difcontent 

Had  fill'd,  that  he  to  fell  revenge  was  fully  bent ; 

XXXI. 

Bent  to  revenge  on  blamelels  Brilomar^ 

The  crime,  which  curfed  Ale  kindled  earfl:. 
The  which  like  thorns  did  prick  his  jealous  heart, 
.  And  through  his  foul  like  poifon'd  arrow  pierct. 
That  by  no  reafon  it  might  be  reverft, 
For  ought  that  Glauc'd  could  or  do  or  fay. 
For  aye  the  more  that  ?nt  the  fame  rehearft, 
The  more  it  gall'd,  and  griev'd  him  night  and  day^ 

That  nought  but  dire  revenge  his  anger  mote  defrays 

XXXII. 

So  as  they  travelled,  the  drooping  night 

Cover'd  with  cloudy  ilorm  and  bitter  fhowre 
That  dreadful  feem'd  to  every  living  wight, 
Upon  them  fell,  before  her  timely  houre ; 
That  forced  them  to  feek  fome  covert  bowre. 
Where  they  might  hide  their  heads  in  quiet  reil,. 
And  fhroud  their  perfons  from  that  ftormy  ftowre. 
Not  far  away,  not  meet  for  any  gueft 

They  fpide  a  little  cottage,  like  fome  poor  mans  nefl. 
XXXIII. 

Under  a  fteep  hills  fide  it  placed  was  ; 

There  where  the  mouldred  earth  had  cav'd  the  bank  ^ 
And  failbefide  a  little  brook  did  pafs 
Of  muddy  water,  that  like  puddle  ftank  ; 
By  which  fev/  crooked  fallows  grew  in  rank  : 
Whereto  approaching  nigh,  they  heard  the  found 
Of  many  iron  hammers  beating  rank, 
And  anfwering  their  weary  turns  around. 

Than  feemedfgme  blackfmithdweltinthat  defert  ground. 
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XXXIV. 

There  entring  in,  they  found  the  goodman  felf. 
Full  bufily  unto  his  work  ybent  \ 
Who  was  to  weet,  a  wretched  wearifh  elf, 
With  hollow  eyes  and  raw-bone  cheeks  forfpent. 
As  if  he  had  in  prifon  long  been  pent  \ 
Full  black  and  grielly  did  his  face  appear, 
Befmeard  with  fmoke  that  nigh  his  eye-fight  blent; 
With  rugged  beard,  and  hoary  fhagged  hair. 

The  which  he  never  wont  to  comb,  or  comely  Ihear. 

XXXV, 

Rude  was  his  garment  and  to  rags  all  rent. 
Ne  better  had  he,  ne  for  better  car'd 
With  bliftred  hands  emongft  the  cinders  brent, 
And  fingers  filthy,  with  long  nails  unpar'd. 
Right  fit  to  rend  the  food,  on  which  he  far'd. 
His  name  was  Care ;  a  blackfmith  by  his  trade, 
That  neither  day  nor  night,  from  working  fpar'd. 
But  to  fmall  purpofe  iron  wedges  made  \ 

Thofe  be  unquiet  thoughts,  that  carefull  minds  invade. 
XXXVI. 

In  which  his  work  he  had  fix  fervants  prefV, 
About  the  anvile  (landing  evermore, 
Vv^ith  huge  great  hammers,  that  did  never  reil 
From  heaping  ftroaks,   which  thereon  foufed  fore  : 
All  fix  ftrong  grooms,  but  one  than  other  more  j 
For  by  degrees  they  all  were  difagreed ; 
So  likewifs  did  the  hammers  which  they  bore. 
Like  bells  in  greatnefs  orderly  fucceed. 

That  hev/hich  was  the  laft,  the  firft  did  far  exceeds 
XXXVIL 

He  like  a  monftrous  Giant  feem'd  in  fight. 
Far  pafTing  Bro?iteus,  or  Piracmon  great. 
The  which  in  Lipari  do  day  and  night 
Frame  thunder-bolts  for  Joves  avengeful  threat. 
So  dreadfully  he  did  the  anvile  beat, 
That  feem'd  to  dull:  he  fliortly  would  it  drive : 
So  huge  his  hammer  and  fo  fierce  his  heat. 
That  feem'd  a  rock  of  diamond  it  could  rive. 

And  rend  afunder  quite,  if  he  thereto  liil  drive* 

E  2 
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XXXVIII. 

Sir  Scudamour  there  entring,  much  admir'd 
The  manner  of  their  work  and  weary  pain  ; 
And  having  long  beheld,  at  laft  enquir'd 
The  caufe  and  end  thereof:  but  all  in  vain  ; 
For  they  for  nought  would  from  their  work  refrain, 
Ne  let  his  fpeeches  come  unto  their  ear. 
And  eke  the  breathfull  bellows  blew  amain, 
Like  to  the  northern  wind,  that  none  could  hear  : 

Thofe  Venfivenefs  did  move-,  and  Sighs  the  bellows  were, 
XXXIX. 

Which  when  that  warriourfaw,  he  faid  no  more. 
But  in  his  armour  laid  him  down  to  reft ; 
To  reft  he  laid  him  down  upon  the  flore, 
(Whilome  for  ventrous  Knights  the  bedding  beft) 
And  thought  his  weary  limbs  to  have  redreft. 
And  that  old  aged  Dame,  his  faithful  Squire, 
Her  feeble  joints  laid  eke  adown  to  reft. 
That  needed  much  her  weak  a2;e  to  defire. 

After  fo  long  a  travell,   which  them  both  did  tire. 

XL. 

There  lay  Sir  Scudamour  long  while  expecting. 
When  gentle  deep  his  heavy  eyes  v/ould  clofe  j 
Oft  changing  fides,   and  oft  new  place  electing, 
V/here  better  feem'd  he  m.ote  himfelf  repofe. 
And  oft  in  wrath  he  thence  again  uprofe  -, 
And  oft  in  wrath  .he  laid  him  down  agam. 
But  wherefoere  he  did  himfelf  difpofe. 
He  by  no  means  could  wifhed  eafe  obtain  : 

So  every  place  feem'd  painful,  and  each  changing  vain. 

XLI. 

And  evermore,  when  he  to  fleep  did  think. 
The  hammers  found  his  fenfes  did  moieft  ; 
And  evermore  when  he  began  to  wink. 
The  bellows  noife  difturb'd  his  quiet  reft, 
Ne  fuuVed  fleep  to  fettle  in  his  breaft. 
And  all  the  night  the  Dogs  did  bark  and  houl 
About  the  houfe,  at  Icent  of  ftranger  gueft : 
And  now  the  crowing  Cock,  and  now  the  Owl 

Loud  fhrieking  him  aliiided  to  the  very  foul. 
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XLII. 

And  if  by  fortune  any  little  nap, 

Upon  his  heavy  eye-lids  chaunc'd  to  fall, 
Eftfoons  one  of  thofe  villains  him  did  rap 
Upon  his  head-piece  with  his  iron  mall  j 
That  he  was  foon  awaked  therewithall. 
And  lightly  ftarted  up  as  one  affraid  ; 
Or  as  if  one  him  fuddainly  did  call. 
So  oftentimes  he  out  of  ileep  abraid, 

And  then  lay  muzing  long,  on  that  him  ill  apaid. 

XLIIL 

So  long  he  muzed,  and  fo  long  he  lay, 
That  at  the  laft  his  weary  fprite  oppreft 
With  fleflily  weaknefs,  which  no  creature  may 
Long  time  refift,  gave  place  to  kindly  reft^, 
That  all  his  fenfes  did  full  foon  arreft  : 
Yet  in  his  founded  fleep»  his  daily  fear 
His  idle  brain  'gan  bufily  moled. 
And  made  him  dream  thofe  two  difloyal  were : 

The  things  that  day  mod  minds,  at  night  do  mod  appear* 

XLIV. 

With  that  the  wicked  Carle,  the  mader  Smith, 
A  pair  of  red  hot  iron  tongs  did  take 
Out  of  the  burning  cinders,  and  therewith, 
Under  his  fide  him  nipt ;  that  forc'd  to  wake 
He  felt  his  heart  for  very  pain  to  quake, 
And  darted  up  avenged  for  to  be 
On  him,  the  which  his  quiet  dumber  brake  : 
Yet  looking  round  about  him  none  could  fee ; 

Yet  did  the  fmart  remain,  though  he  himfelf  did  flee. 
XLV. 

In  fuch  difquiet  and  heart-fretting  pain. 

He  all  that  night,  that  too  long  night  did  pafs. 
And  now  the  day  out  of  the  Ocean  main 
Began  to  peep  about  this  earthly  mafs, 
With  pearly  dev/  fprinkling  the  morning  grafs. 
Then  up  he  rofelike  heavy  lump  of  lead; 
That  in  his  face,  as  in  a  looking  glafs, 
The  figns  of  anguidi  one  mote  plainly  read, 

And  guels  the  man  to  be  difmayd  with  jealous  dread, 

E  ^ 
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XLVI. 

Unto  his  lofty  fteed  he  clomb  anon. 

And  forth  upon  his  former  voyage  far'd. 
And  with  him  eke  that  aged  Squire  attone  ; 
Who  whatfoever  peril  was  prepar'd. 
Both  equal  pains,  and  equal  peril  fhar'd  : 
The  end  whereof  and  dangerous  event 
Shall  for  another  canticle  be  fpar'd. 
But  here  my  weary  team  nigh  over-fpent 

Shall  breathe  it  k\f  a  while,  after  fo  long  a  went. 


CANTO     VI. 

Bolh  Scudamour  and  Arthegal 

Do  fight  with  Briromart : 
Be  fees  hsr  face-,  doth  fall  in  love^ 

And  foon  from  her  depart. 

I. 

''hat  equal  torment  to  the  grief  of  mind. 
And  pining  anguilh  hid  in  gentle  heart. 
That  inly  feeds  it  felf  with  thoughts  unkind^ 
And  nourilheth  her  own  confuming  fmart  ? 
"What  medicine  can  any  Leeches  art 
Yield  fuch  a  fore,  that  doth  her  grievance  hide. 
And  will  to  none  her  malady  impart  ? 
Such  was  the  wound  that  Scudamour  did  gride ; 

For  which  Ban  Fhcsbus  felf  cannot  a  falve  provide. 

II. 

Who  having  left  that  reftlefs  houfe  of  Care^ 
The  next  day,   as  he  on  his  way  did  ride, 
Full  of  m.elancholy  and  fad  misfare, 
Through  mifconceit ;  all  unawares  efpide 
An  armed  Knight  under  a  foreit  fide, 
Sitting  in  ihade  befide  his  grazing  fteed  ; 
Who  foon  as  them  approaching  he  defcride, 
'Gan  towards  them  to  prick  with  eager  fpeed. 

That  feem'd  he  was  full  bent  to  fome  mifchievous  At^^. 
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III. 

Which  Sciidamour  perceiving,  forth  ifTu'd 
To  have  rencountred  him  in  equal  race  ; 
But  foon  as  th'other,  nigh  approching,  view'd 
The  arms  he  bore,  his  fpear  he  'gan  abafe. 
And  void  his  courfe  :  at  which  fo  fuddain  cafe 
He  wondred  much.     But  th'other  thus  gan  fay  ; 
Ah  !  gentle  Scudamour,  unto  your  grace 
I  me  llibmit,  and  you  of  pardon  pray. 
That  ahnoft  had  againft  you  trefpaffed  this  day. 

IV. 
Whereto  thus  Scudamour ;  fmall  harm  it  were  ; 

For  any  Knight,  upon  a  ventrous  Knight 
Without  difpleafance  for  to  prove  his  fpear. 
But  read  you  Sir,  fith  ye  my  name  have  hight. 
What  is  your  own  ^.    that  I  mote  you  requite. 
Certes,  faid  he,  ye  mote  as  now  excufe 
Me  from  difcovering  you  my  name  aright : 
For  time  yet  ferves  that  I  the  fame  refufe. 
But  call  ye  me  the  Salvage  Knight,  as  others  ufe. 

V. 
Then  this,  Sir  Salvage  Knight,  quoth  he,  areed  ; 
Or  do  you  here  within  this  foreft  wonne  ? 
(That  feemeth  well  to  anfwer  to  your  v/eed) 
Or  have  ye  it  for  fome  occafion  done  ? 
That  rather  feems,  fith  knowen  arms  ye  fhone. 
This  other  day,  faid  he,  a  ftranger  Knight 
Shame  and  difhonour  hath  unto  me  done ; 
On  whom  1  wait  to  wreak  that  foul  defpight. 
Whenever  he  this  way  fhali  pafs  by  day  or  night. 

VI. 
Shame  be  his  meed,  quoth  he,  that  meaneth  fhame. 
But  what  is  he,  by  whom  ye  Ihamed  were  ? 
A  flranger  Knight  faid  he,  unknown  by  name. 
But  known  by  fame,  and  by  an  heben  fpcar. 
With  which,  he  all  that  met  him,  down  did  bear. 
He  in  an  open  turney  lately  held. 
From  me  the  honour  of  that  game  did  rear ; 
And  having  me  all  weary  earft,  down  feld. 
The  fairell  Lady  reft,  and  ever  fince  withheld. 

E  4 
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VII. 

When  Scudamcur  heard  mention  of  that  fpear. 
He  wift  right  well,  that  it  was  Britomart, 
The  which  from  him  his  faireft  Love  did  bear. 
Tho  'gan  he  fwell  in  every  inner  part, 
For  fell  defpight,  and  gnaw  his  jealous  heart. 
That  thus  he  Iharply  faid  ,  Now  by  my  head. 
Yet  is  not  this  the  firfi:  unknightly  part, 
Which  that  fame  Knio;ht,  whom  bv  his  lance  I  read, 

Hath  done  to  noble  Knights,  that  many  makes  him  dread, 

VIII. 

For  lately  he  my  Love  hath  from  me  reft, 
And  eke  defiled  with  foul  villany 
The  facred  pledge,  which  in  his  faith  was  left. 
In  fhame  of  Knighthood  and  fidelity ; 
The  which  ere  long  full  dear  he  fhall  aby. 
And  if  to  that  avenge  by  you  decreed 
This  hand  may  help,  or  fuccour  ought  fiipply. 
It  fhall  not  fail,  whenfo  ye  fhall  it  need. 

So  both  to  wreak  their  wraths  on  Britomart  agreed. 

IX. 

Whiles  thus  they  communed,  lo  far  away 

A  Knight  foft  riding  towards  them  they  fpide, 

Attir'd  in  foreign  arms  and  ftrange  array  : 

Whom  when  they  nigh  approacht,  they  plain  defcride 

To  be  the  fame,  for  whom  they  did  abide. 

Said  then  Sir  Scudamour^  Sir  Salvage  Knight, 

Let  me  this  crave,  fith  firft  I  was  dcfide. 

That  firil  I  may  that  wrong  to  him  requite  : 

And  if  I  hap  to  fail,  you  fhall  recure  my  right. 

X. 

Which  being  yielded,  he  his  threatful  fpear, 
^Gan  fewter,   and  againft  her  fiercely  ran. 
Who  foon  as  ihe  him  faw  appcoaching  near 
With  fo  fell  rage,  herfelf  fhe  lightly  'gan 
To  dight,  to  welcome  him,  well  as  fhe  can  j 
But  entertain'd  him  in  fo  rude  a  wife. 
That  to  the  ground  fhe  fmote  both  horfe  and  man  •, 
Whence  neither  greatly  hafled  to  arife. 

But  on  their  common  harms  together  did  deyife. 
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XI. 

But  Arthegalh  beholding  his  mifchance. 
New  matter  added  to  his  former  fire ; 
And  eft  aventring  his  fteel-headed  lance, 
Againfl  her  rode,  full  of  difpiteous  ire, 
That  nought  but  fpoil  and  vengeance  did  require. 
But  to  himfelf  his  felonous  intent 
Returning,  difappointed  his  defire, 
Whiles  unawares  his  faddle  he  forwent, 

And  found  himfelf  on  ground  in  great  amazement. 

XII. 

Lightly  he  ftarted  up  out  of  that  ftound ; 
And  fnatching  forth  his  direful  deadly  blade, 

,  Did  leap  to  her,  as  doth  an  eager  hound 
Thruft  to  an  Hind  within  fome  covert  glade. 
Whom  without  peril  he  cannot  invade. 
With  fuch  fell  greedinefs  he  her  affail'd, 
That  though  fhe  mounted  were,  yet  he  her  made 
To  give  him  ground  (fo  much  his  force  prevail'd) 

And  (hun  his  mighty  ftrokes,'gainfi:  which  no  arms  avaiFd, 

XIII. 

So  as  they  courfed  here  and  there,  it  chaunft 
That  in  her  wheeling  round,  behind  her  creft 
So  forely  he  her  ftrook,  that  thence  it  glaunft 
Adown  her  back,  the  which  it  fairly  bleft 
From  foul  mifchaunce  •,  ne  did  it  ever  reft. 
Till  on  her  horfes  hinder  parts  it  fell ; 
Where  biting  deep,  fo  deadly  it  impreft. 
That  quite  it  chyn'd  his  back  behind  the  fell. 

And  to  alight  on  foot  her  algates  did  compell ; 

XIV. 

Like  as  the  lightning  brond  from  riven  fky. 
Thrown  out  by  angry  Jove  in  his  vengeance. 
With  dreadful  force  falls  on  fome  fteeple  high  ; 
Which  battring  down  it  on  the  church  doth  glance. 
And  tears  it  all  with  terrible  mifchance. 
Yet  fhe  no  whit  difmaid,  her  fleed  forfook. 
And  calling  from  her  that  enchanted  lance. 
Unto  her  fword  and  Ihield  her  foon  betook ; 

And  therewithal  at  him  right  furiouQy  fhe  ftrook. 
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XV. 

So  furioufly  Ihe  ftrook  in  her  firft  heat,  t 

Whiles  with  long  fight  on  foot  he  breathlefs  was. 
That  fhe  him  forced  backward  to  retreat. 
And  yield  unto  her  weapon  way  to  pafs  : 
Whofe  raging  rigour  neither  fteel  nor  brafs 
Could  flay,  but  to  the  tender  flefh  it  Vv?ent, 
And  pour'd  the  purple  blood  forth  on  the  grafs  j 
That  all  his  mail  yriv'd^  and  plates  yrent, 

Shew'd  all  his  body  bare  unto  the  cruel  dent. 

XVL 

At  length,  whenas  he  faw  her  haily  heat 
Abate,  and  panting  breath  begin  to  fail, 
He  through  long  fufFrance  growing  now  more  great, 
Rofe  in  his  Strength,  and  'gan  her  freih  affail, 
Heaping  huge  ftroaks,  as  thick  as  fhowre  of  hail. 
And  Jafhing  dreadfully  at  every  part, 
As  if  he  thought  her  foul  to  difentrail. 
Ah  !  cruel  hand,  and  thrice  more  cruel  heart, 

Thatwork'fl  fuch  wreck  on  her,  to  whom  thou  dearefl  art. 

XVII. 

What  iron  courage  ever  could  endure. 

To  work  fuch  outrage  on  fo  fair  a  creature  ? 
And  in  his  madnefs  think  with  hands  impure 
To  fpoil  fo  goodly  workmanfhip  of  nature. 
The  maker  felf  refembling  in  her  feature  ? 
Certes  fome  hellifh  fury,  or  fome  Fiend 
This  mifchief  fram'd,  for  their  firft  loves  defeature. 
To  bathe  their  hands  in  blood  of  deareft  friend, 

Thereby  to  make  their  loves  beginning,  their  lives  end. 

XVIII- 

Thus  long  they  trac'd,  and  traverft  to  and  fro. 
Sometimes  purfuing,  and  fometimes  purfu'd. 
Still  as  advantage  they  efpide  thereto  : 
But  toward  th'end.  Sir  Arthegal  renew'd 
His  ftrength  ftill  more,  but  fhe  ftill  more  decrew'd. 
At  laft  his  lucklefs  hand  he  heav'd  on  high. 
Having  his  forces  all  in  one  accrew'd  j 
And  therewith  ftrook  at  her  fo  hideouily, 

1  hat  feemed  nought  but  death  mote  be  her  deftiny. 
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XIX. 

The  wicked  ftroke  upon  her  helmet  chaunft. 
And  with  the  force  which  in  itfelf  it  bore. 
Her  ventall  fhar'd  away,  and  thence  forth  glaunfl 
Adown  in  vain,  ne  harm'd  her  any  more. 
With  that  her  Angels  face  (unfeen  afore,) 
Like  to  the  ruddy  morn  appear'd  in  fight. 
Dewed  with  filver  drops,  through  fweating  fore  ; 
But  fomewhat  redder  than  befeem*d  aright. 

Through  toilfome  heat,  and  labour  of  her  weary  fight. 

XX. 

And  round  about  the  fame,  her  yellow  hair 

Having  through  ftirring  loos'd  their  wonted  band. 

Like  to  a  golden  border  did  appear. 

Framed  in  goidfmiths  forge  with  cunning  hand: 

Yet  goidfmiths  cunning  could  not  underftand 

To  frame  fuch  fubtile  wire  fo  fhiny  clear. 

For  it  did  glider  like  the  golden  fand. 

The  which  Pa^ohs  with  his  waters  fheer. 

Throws  forth  upon  the  rivage  round  about  him  near, 

XXI. 

And  as  his  hand  he  up  again  did  rear. 

Thinking  to  work  on  her  his  utmoft  wrack. 
His  powrelefs  arm  benumb'd  with  fecret  fear. 
From  his  revenge  full  purpofe  fhrunk  aback  i 
And  cruel  fword  out  of  his  fingers  flack 
Fell  down  to  ground,  as  if  the  ileel  had  (tn(c. 
And  felt  fome  ruth,  or  fenfe  his  hand  did  lack  : 
Or  both  of  them  did  think,  obedience 

To  do  to  fo  divine  a  beauties  excellence. 

XXII. 

And  he  himfelf  long  gazing  thereupon. 
At  lall  ^t\\  humbly  down  upon  his  knee. 
And  of  his  wonder  made  religion. 
Weening  fome  heavenly  Goddefs  he  did  fee. 
Or  c\(q  unweeting  what  it  elfe  might  be ; 
And  pardon  her  befought  his  errour  frail. 
That  had  done  outrage  in  fo  high  degree : 
Whilfl:  trembling  horrour  did  his  fenfe  afTail. 

And  made  each  member  quakcjand  manly  heart  to  quail* 


;6  THE  FAIRY  QJJEEN.      Book  IV. 

XXIII. 

Nath'lefs,  fhe  full  of  wrath  for  that  late  ftroke. 
All  that  long  while  upheld  her  wrathful!  hand. 
With  fell  intent,  on  him  to  been  yroke, 
And  looking  ftern,  ftill  over  him  did  iland, 
Threatning  to  (Irike,  unlefs  he  would  withltand  : 
And  bade  him  rife  or  furely  he  fhould  die. 
But  die  or  live,  for  nought  he  would*- upftand. 
But  her  of  pardon  prayd  more  earneftly, 

Or  wreak  on  him  her  will  for  fo  great  injury. 

XXIV. 

Which  whenas  Scudamour,  who  now  abraid. 
Beheld,  whereas  he  flood  not  far  afide. 
He  was  therewith  right  wondroufly  difmaid  : 
And  drawing  nigh,  whenas  he  plain  defcride 
That  peerlefs  pattern  of  Dame  natures  pride. 
And  heavenly  image  of  perfe6tion, 
He  bleft  himfelf,  as  one  fore  terrifide  ; 
And  turning  fear  to  faint  devotion. 

Did  worfhip  her  as  fome  celeftial  vifion. 

XXV. 

But  GIatic'e\  feeing  all  that  chanced  there. 
Well  weeting  how  their  errour  to  aiToil, 
Full  glad  of  fo  good  end,  to  them  drew  near. 
And  her  falewd  with  feemly  bel-accoil, 
Joyous  to  fee  her  fafe  after  long  toil. 
Then  her  befought,  as  flie  to  her  was  dear. 
To  grant  unto  thofe  v/arriours  truce  awhile  ^ 
Which  yielded,  they  their  beavers  up  did  rear. 

And  fhew'd  themfelves  to  her,  fuch  as  indeed  they  were. 

XXVT. 

When  Britomart  v/ith  fliarp  avizeful  eye 
Beheld  the  lovely  face  of  Arthegal^ 
Tempred  with  fternnefs  and  flout  majefty. 
She  'gan  eftfoons  it  to  her  mind  to  call. 
To  be  the  fame  which  in  her  fathers  hall 
Long  fince  in  that  enchanted  glafs  fhe  faw. 
Therewith  her  wrathful  courage  'gan  appall. 
And  haughty  fpirits  meekly  to  adaw. 

That  her  enhanced  hand  fhe  down,  'gan  foft  withdraw.^ 

\ 
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XXVIL 

Yet  flie  it  forc'd  to  have  again  upheld. 

As  feigning  choler,  which  was  turn'd  to  cold : 

But  ever  when  his   vifage  fne  beheld, 

Her  hand  fell  down,  and  would  no  longer  hold 

The  wrathful  weapon  'gainfl  his  count'nance  bold : 

But  when  in  vain  to  fight  fhe  oft  affayd, 

She  arm'd  her  tongue,  and  thought  at  him  to  fcold ; 

Nath'lefs,  her  tongue  not  to  her  will  obeyd, 

But  brought  forth  fpeeches   mild,  when  llic  would  have 

XXVIII.  [miffaid. 

But  Scudamour^  now  woxen  inly  glad. 

That  all  his  jealous  fear  he  falie  had  found, 

And  how  that  Hag  his  Love  abufed  had. 

With  breach  of  faith  and  loyalty  unfound. 

The  which  long  time  his  grieved  heart  did  wound. 

He  thus  befpake  ;  Certes,  Sir  Arthegall^ 

I  joy  to  fee  you  lout  fo  low  on  ground. 

And  now  become  to  live  a  Ladies  thrall. 

That  whylome  in  your  mind  wont  to  defpife  them  all. 

XXIX. 

Soon  as  fhe  heard  the  name  of  ArthegalU 
Her  heart  did  leap,  and  all  her  heart  ftrings  tremble. 
For  fuddain  joy,  and  fecret  fear  withall. 
And  all  her  viral  povv^res  with  motion  nimble. 
To  fuccour  it  themfelves  'gan  there  aflemble  ; 
That  by  the  fwift  recourfe  of  flufhing  blood 
Right  plain  appear'd,  though  fhe  it  would  difTemblej 
And  feigned  itill   her  former  angry  mood. 

Thinking  to  hide  the  depth  by  troubling  of  the  flood  : 

XXX. 

When  Glance  thus  *gan  wifely  all  upknit ; 

Ye  gentle  Knights,  whom  fortune  here  hath  brought. 

To  be  fpedtators  of  this  uncouth  fit, 

Which  fecret  flite  hath  in  this  Lady  wrought, 

Againft  the  courfe  of  kind  :   ne  marvail  nought, 

|s[e  henceforth  fear  the  thing  that  hitherto. 

Hath  troubled  both  your  minds  with  idle  thought. 

Fearing  leaft  ihe  your  Loves  away  Iliouid  woo. 

Feared  in  vain,  fich  means  ye  fee  there  wants  thereto. 
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XXXI. 

And  you  Sir  Arthegal,  the  Salvage  Knight, 

Henceforth  may  not  difdain,  that  womans  hand 

Hath  conquer'd  you  anew  in  fecond  fight : 

For  whylome  they  have  conquer'd  fea  and  land, 

And  heaven  it  felf,  that  nought  may  them  withftand. 

Ne  henceforth  be  rebellious  unto  Love, 

That  is  the  crown  of  Knighthood,  and  the  band 

Of  noble  minds  derived  from  above : 

Which  being  knit  with  vertue,  never  will  remove. 

XXXII. 

And  you  fair  Lady- Knight,  my  dearefl  Dame, 
Relent  the  rigour  of  your  wrathful  will, 
Whofe  fire  were  better  turn'd  to  other  flame ; 
And  wiping  out  remembrance  of  all  ill. 
Grant  him  your  grace ;  but  fo  that  he  fulfill 
The  penance,  which  ye  fhall  to  him  impart : 
For  Lovers  heaven  muil  pafs  by  forrows  hell, 
Thereat  full  inly  biulhed  Britomart : 

But  Arthegal  clofe  fmiling,  joy'd  in  fecret  heart, 

XXXill. 

Yet  durft  he  not  make  love  fo  fuddainly, 
Ne  think  th'  afFeftion  of  her  heart  to  draw, 
FVom  one  to  other  fo  quite  contrary  : 
Befides,  her  modeft  countenance  he  faw 
So  goodly  grave,  and  full  of  Princely  awe. 
That  it  his  raging  fancie  did  refrain, 
And  loofer  thoughts  to  lawful  bounds  withdraw  % 
Whereby  the  paffion  grew  more  fierce  and  fain. 

Like  to  a  ilubborn  fleedv/hom  ftronghand  would  retrain, 

XXXIV. 

But  Scudamour  whofe  heart  twixt  doubtful  fear 
And  feeble  hope  hung  ail  this  while  fufpence, 
Defiring  of  his  Amoret  to  hear 
Some  gladfuli  news  and  fure  intelligence. 
Her  thus  befpake  >  but  Sir  without  ofi'ence 
Mote  I  requeil  you  tidings  of  my  Love, 
My  Amoret,  fith  you  her  freed  from  thence. 
Where  ihe  captived  long,  great  woes  did  proves 

That  where  ye  left,  I  may  her  feek  as  doth  behove. 
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XXXV. 
To  whom,  thus  Britomart  -,  Certes,  Sir  Knight, 
What  is  of  her  become,  or  whither  reft, 
I  cannot  unto  you  aread  aright. 
For  from  that  time  I  from  enchanters  theft 
Her  freed,  in  which  ye  her  all  hopelefs  left, 
I  her  preferv'd  from  peril  and  from  fear. 
And  evermore  from  villanie  her  kept : 
Ne  ever  was  there  wight  to  me  more  dear 
Than  fhe,  ne  unto  whom  I  more  true  love  did  bear, 

XXXVI. 
Till  on  a  day,  as  through  a  defart  wild 
We  travelled  both  weary  of  the  way, 
We  did  alight,  and  fate  in  fnadow  mild  ; 
Where  fearlefs  I  to  fleep  me  down  did  lay. 
But  whenas  I  did  out  of  fleep  abray, 
I  found  her  not,  where  I  her  left  whyJear, 
But  thought  fhe  wandred  was  or  gone  aftray. 
I  call'd  her  loud,  I  fought  her  far  and  near  j 
But  no  where  could  her  find,  nor  tidings  of  her  hear, 

XXXVII. 
When  Scudamour  thofe  heavy  tidings  heard, 
1     His  heart  was  thrild  with  point  of  deadly  fear  j 
[     Ne  in  his  face  or  blood  or  life  appear'd, 
I    But  fenfelefs  flood  like  to  a  mazed  Steer, 
1;     That  yet  of  mortal  ftroke  the  ftound  doth  bear  : 
Till  Glauce  thus  ;  fair  Sir  be  nought  difmaid 
With  needlefs  dread,  till  certainty  ye  hear : 
For  yet  Die  may  be  fate  though  fomewhat  ftraid; 
t's  befi  to  hope  the  bell,  though  of  the  worfl  afraid. 

XXXVIII. 
Nath'lefs,   he  hardly  of  her  chearfui  fpeech 
Did  comfort  take,  or  in  his  troubled  fio;ht 
Shew'd  change  of  better  chear:  fo  fore  a  breach 
I    That  fuddain  news  had  made  into  hisfprighti 
I    But  Britomart  him  fairly  thus  behight  j 
i|    Great  caufe  of  forrow,  certes  fir  ye  have: 
I    But  comfort  take  :  for  by  this  heavens  light 
I    I  vow,  you  dead  or  living  not  to  leave. 
Till  I  her  find,  and  wreak  on  him  that  her  did  rcaye. 
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XXXIX. 

Therewith  he  refted,  and  well  pleafed  was. 
So  peace  being  confirm'd  amongft  them  all. 
They  took  their  fteeds,  and  forward  thence  did  pafs,, 
Unto  fome  refting  place  which  mote  befall : 
All  being  guided  by  Sir  Arthegal. 
Where  goodly  folace  was  unto  them  made. 
And  daily  feafting  both  in  bowre  and  hall. 
Until  that  they  their  wounds  well  healed  hadj 

And  weary  hmbs  recur'd,  after  late  ufage  bad. 

XL. 

In  all  which  time.  Sir  Arthegal  made  way 
Unto  the  love  of  noble  Britomart : 
And  with  meek  fervice  and  much  fuit  did  lay 
Continual  fiege  unto  her  gentle  heart ; 
Which  being  whylome  lanc'd  with  lovely  dart. 
More  eath  was  new  impreffion  to  receive. 
How  ever  fhe  her  paind  with  womanilh  art 
To  hide  her  wound,  that  none  might  it  perceive : 

Vain  is  the  art  that  feeks  it  felf  for  to  deceive. 

XLI. 

So  well  he  woo'd  her,  and  fo  well  he  wrought  her. 
With  fair  entreaty  and  fweet  biandilhment. 
That  at  the  length,  unto  a  bay  he  brought  her. 
So  as  fhe  to  his  fpeeches  was  content 
To  lend  an  ear,   and  foftly  to  relent. 
At  laft  through  many  vows  which  forth  he  pour'd. 
And  many  oaths  fhe  yielded  her  confent 
To  be  his  Love,  and  take  him  for  her  Lord, 

Till  they  with  mariage  meet  might  finifh  that  accord,    j 

XLII. 

Tho  when  they  had  long  time  there  taken  refl:,  J 

Sir  Arthegal!  (who  all  this  while  was  bound 
Upon  an  hard  adventure  yet  in  queft) 
Fit  time  for  him  thence  to  depart  it  found. 
To  follow  that  which  he  did  long  propound  j 
And  unto  her  his  congee  came  to  take. 
But  her  therewith  full  fore  difpleas'd  he  found. 
And  loth  to  lea ^^e  her  late  betrothed  make  ; 

.Her  deareft  Love  full  loth  fo  Ihortly  to  forfakc. 
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XLIII. 

Yet  he  with  ftrong  perfuafions  her  aflfuag'd. 
And  won  her  will  to  fufFer  him  depart ; 
For  which  his  faith  with  her  he  faft  engag'd. 
And  thoufand  vows  from  bottom  of  his  heart, 
That  all  fo  foon  as  he  by  wit  or  art 
Could  that  atchieve,  whereto  he  did  afpirey 
He  unto  her  would  fpeedily  revert : 
No  longer  fpace  thereto  he  did  defire, 
But  till  the  horned  Moon  three  courfes  did  expire, 

XLIV. 
With  which  jfhe  for  the  prefent  was  appeas'd^ 
And  yielded  leave,  however  malcontent 
She  inly  were,  and  in  heir  mind  difpleas'd. 
So  early  on  the  morrow  next  he  went 
Forth  on  his  way,  to  which  he  was  ybent  5 
Ne  wight  him  to  attend,  or  way  to  guide. 
As  whylome  was  the  cuftom  ancient 
'Mongft  Knights,  when  on  adventures  they  did  ride^! 
Save  that  Ihe  algates  him  awhile  accompanide. 

XLV. 
And  by  the  way,  fhe  fundry  purpofe  found 
Of  this  or  that,  the  time  for  to  delay. 
And  of  the  perils  whereto  he  was  bound, 
TheJear  whereof  feem'd  much  her  to  affrays. 
But  all  fhe  did  was  but  to  wear  out  day. 
Full  oftentimes  Ihe  leave  of  him  did  take  j 
And  eft  again  deviz'd  fomewhat  to  fay. 
Which  fhe  forgot,  whereby  excufe  to  make  i 
So  loth  The  was  his  company  for  to  forfake. 

XLVI. 
At  laft  when  all  the  fpeeches  Ihe  had  fpent. 
And  new  occafion  fail'd  her  more  to  find. 
She  left  him  to  his  fortunes  government. 
And  back  returned  with  right  heavy  mind. 
To  Scudamour,  whom  fhe  had  left  behind  ; 
With  whom  fhe  went  to  feek  fair  Amoret, 
Her  fecond  care  though  in  another  kind  •, 
For  vertues  only  fake  (which  doth  beget 
True  love  and  faithful  friendihip)  fhe  by  hef  did  feC, 
Vol.  II.  F 
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XLVII.  i 

Back  to  that  defeft  foreft  they  retir'd,  j 

Where  forry  Britomart  had  loft  her  late ;  i 

There  they  her  fought,  and  every  where  inquired. 
Where  they  might  tidings  get  of  her  eftate ; 
Yet  found  they  none.    But  by  what  haplefs  fate. 
Or  hard  misfortune  fhe  was  thence  conveyd. 
And  ftoln  away  from  her  beloved  mate. 
Were  long  to  tell  •,  therefore  I  here  will  ftay 
Until  another  tide,  that  I  it  finiih  may. 


CANTO    VII. 

Amoret  rapt  hy  greedy  lujl 
Beiphjebe  faves  from  dread : 

7'he  Squire  her  loveSj  and  being  blamed 
His  days  in  dole  doth  lead. 

I. 

Great  God  of  Love,  that  with  thy  cruel  darts 
Doft  conquer  greateft  conquerors  on  ground. 
And  fet'ft  thy  kingdom  in  the  captive  hearts 
Of  Kings  and  Keafars,  to  thy  fervice  bound. 
What  glory,  or  what  guerdon  haft  thou  found 
In  feeble  Ladies  tyranning  fo  fore ; 
And  adding  anguiih  to  the  bitter  wound. 
With  which  their  lives  thou  lancedft  long  afore. 

By  heaping  ftorms  of  trouble  on  them  daily  more  ? 

IL 

So  whylome  didft  thou  to  fair  Florimelk 
And  fo  unto  the  noble  Britomart : 
So  doft  thou  now  to  her  of  whom  I  tell. 
The  lovely  Jmoret ;  whofe  gentle  heart 
Thou  martyreft  with  forrow  and  with  fmart, 
In  falvage  forefts,  and  in  deferts  wide, 
With  Bears  and  Tigers  taking  heavy  part, 
Withouten  comfort  and  withouten  guide  ; 

That  pity  is  to  bear  the  perils  which  Ihe  tride.. 
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III. 

So  foon  as  (he  with  that  brave  Britonriefs^ 

Had  left  that  turneyment  for  beauties  prize. 
They  traveli'd  long ;  that  now  for  wcarinefs. 
Both  of  the  way,  and  warlike  exercife, 
Both  through  a  foreft  riding,  did  devife 
T'alight,  and  reft  their  weary  limbs  awhile. 
There  heavy  fleep  the  eye-lids  did  furprife 
Oi Britomart  after  long  tedious  toil, 

That  did  her  pafled  pains  in  quiet  reft  affoiL 

IV. 

The  whiles  fair  Amoret  (of  nought  afteard) 

Walkt  through  the  wood,  for  pleafure,  or  for  need  i 
When  fuddainly  behind  her  back  Ihe  heard 
One  rulliing  forth  out  of  the  thickeft  weed  : 
That  ere  ftie  back  could  turn  to  taken  heed. 
Had  unawares  her  fnatched  up  from  ground. 
Feebly  fhe  fhriekt ;  but  fo  feebly  indeed, 
That  Britomart  heard  not  the  fhrilling  found, 

There  where  through  weary  travel  fhe  lay  fleeping  found,' 

V. 

It  was  to  weet  a  wild  and  falvao-e  man  ; 
Yet  was  no  man,  but  only  like  in  fhape. 
And  eke  in  ftature  higher  by  a  fpan. 
All  over-grown.with  hair,  that  could  awhape 
An  hardy  heart ;  and  his  wide  mouth  did  gape 
With  huge  great  teeth,  like  to  a  tulked  Bore  : 
For  he  liv'd  all  on  ravin  and  on  rape 
Of  men  and  beafts  j  and  fed  on  fleflily  gore. 
The  fign  whereof  yet  ftain'd  his  bloody  lips  afore. 

VI. 

His  neather  lip  was  not  like  man  nor  beaft, 
But  like  a  wide  deep  poke,  down  hanging  low. 
In  which  he  wont  the  reliques  of  his  feaft 
And  cruel  fpoil,  which  he  had  fpar'd,  to  ftow  : 
And  over  it,  his  huge  great  nofe  did  grow. 
Full  dreadfully  empurpled  all  with  blood  ; 
And  down  both  fides,  two  wide  long  ears  did  glow% 
And  rought  down  to  his  waift,  when  up  he  ftood, 

More  great  than  tli'  ears  of  Elephants  by  Indus  iiood. 
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VII. 

His  waift  was  with  a  wreath  of  ivy  green" 
Engirt  about,  ne  other  garment  wore  : 
For  all  his  hair  was  like  a  garment  feen ; 
And  in  his  hand  a  tall  young  Oak  he  bore, 
Whofe  knotty  fhags  were  iliarpned  all  afore. 
And  beath'd  in  fire  for  fteel  to  be  in  fted. 
But  whence  he  was,  or  of  what  womb  ybore. 
Of  beads,  or  of  the  earth,  I  have  not  read  : 

But  certes  was  with  milk  of  Wolves  and  Tigers  f^d^ 

VIII. 

This  ugly  creature,  in  his  arms  her  fnatcht, 
^nd  through  the  foreft  bore  her  quite  away. 
With  breares  and  bufhes  all  to  rent  and  fcratchtj 
Ne  care  he  had,  ne  pity  of  the  prey. 
Which  many  a  Knight  had  fought  fo  many  a  day. 
He  ftayed  not,  but  in  his  arms  her  bearing, 
Ran  till  he  came  to  th'  end  of  all  his  way, 
Unto  his  cave,  far  from  all  peoples  hearing,      [ing. 

And  there  he  threw  her  in,nought  feeiing,ne  nought  fear- 

IX. 

For  fhe  fdear  Lady)  all  the  way  was  dead, 

Whilft  he  in  arms  her  bore  ;  but  when  fhe  fdt ' 
Her  felf  down  fouft,  Ihe  waked  out  of  dread 
Straight  into  grief  that  her  dear  heart  nigh  fwelt. 
And  eft  'gan  into  tender  tears  to  melt. 
Then  when  fhe  lookt  about,  and  nothing  found 
But  darknefs  and  dread  horrour  where  fhe  dwelt, 
She  almoft  fell  again  into  a  fwound  ; 

Ne  wift  whether  above  fhe  were,  or  under  ground. 

X. 

With  that  flie  heard  fome  one  clofe  by  her  fide 
Sighing  and  fobbing  fore,  as  if  the  pain 
Her  tender  heart  in  pieces  would  divide  : 
W^hich  fhe  long  iiftning,  foftly  aikt  again 
What  milter  wight  it  was  that  fo  did  plain  ? 
To  whom,  thus  anAver^d  \vas :  Ah  !  wretched  wight. 
That  feeks  to  know  anothers  grief  in  vain, 
Unweeting  of  thine  own  like  haplefs  plight: 

Self  to  forget  to  mind  another,  is  o^e-flght^ 

4  -     "       .  '  i 
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XI. 

Ay  me  !  faid  fhe,  where  am  I,  or  with  whom  ? 
Emong  the  living,  or  emong  the  dead  ? 
What  fhall  of  me  unhappy  maid  become  ? 
Shall  death  be  th' end,  or  ought  elfe  worfe,  aread. 
Unhappy  maid,  then  anfwer'd  flie,  whofe  dread 
Untride,  is  lefs  than  when  thou  fiialt  it  try  : 
Death  is  to  him  that  wretched  life  doth  lead. 
Both  grace  and  gain ;  but  he  in  hell  doth  lie. 

That  lives  a  loathed  life,  and  wilhing  cannot  dieJ. 

XII. 

This  difmal  day,  hath  thee  a  caytive  made. 
And  vafTal  to  the  vileft  wretch  alive  ; 
Whofe  curfed  ufage  and  ungodly  trade 
The  heavens  abhor,  and  into  darknefs  drive  : 
For  on  the  fpoil  of  women  he  doth  Hve, 
Whofe  bodies  chafte,  whenever  in  his  powre. 
He  may  them  catch,  unable  to  gain-flrive. 
He  with  his  Ihameful  luft  doth  firfl:  deflowre ; 

And  afterwards  themfelves  doth  cruelly  dovoure, 

XIIL 

Now  twenty  days  (by  which  the  fons  of  men 

Divide  their  works  j  have  paft  through  heaven  fheenj 
Since  I  was  brought  into  this  doleful  den  ; 
During  which  fpace,  thefe  forry  eyes  have  {cen 
Seven  women  by  him  flain,  and  eaten  clean. 
And  now  no  more  for  him  but  I  alone, 
,  And  this  old  woman  here  remaining  been. 
Till  thou  cam'ft  hither  to  augment  our  mone  -, 

And  of  us  three,  tomorrow  he  will  fure  eat  one. 

XIV. 

Ah  dreadful  tidings  which  thou  doft  declare. 
Quoth  file,  of  all  that  ever  hath  been  known  : 
Full  many  great  calamities  and  rare 
This  feeble  bread  endured  hath,  but  none 
Equal  to  this,  whereever  I  hav^e  gone. 
But  what  are  you,  whom  like  unlucky  lot 
Hath  linkt  v/ith  me  in  the  fame  chain  attone  ? 
To  tell  quoth  fhc,  that  which  ye  fee,  needs  not; 

A  woeful  wretched  maid,  of  God  and  man  forgot. 

F  q 
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XV. 

But  v/hat  I  was,  it  irks  me  to  rehearfe  ; 
Daughter  unto  a  Lord  of  high  degree  : 
That  joyd  in  happy  peace,  till  fates  perverfe 
With  guileful  love  did  fecretly  agree. 
To  overthrow  my  ftate  and  dignitie. 
It  was  my  lot  to  love  a  gentle  fwain, 
Yet  was  he  but  a  Squire  of  low  degree  ; 
Yet  was  he  meet,  unlefs  mine  eye  did  fain. 

By  any  Ladies  fide  for  Leman  to  have  lain. 

XVI. 

But  for  his  meannefs  and  difparagement, 
My  Sire  (who  me  too  dearly  well  did  love) 
Unto  m.y  choice  by  no  means  would  affent. 
But  often  did  my  folly  foul  reprove. 
Y'et  nothing  could  my  fixed  mind  remove. 
But  vv^hether  will'd  or  nilled  friend  or  foe, 
I  me  refolv'd  the  utmoft  end  to  prove ; 
And  rather  than  my  Love  abandon  fo. 

Both,  Sire,  and  friends,  and  all  for  ever  to  forgo. 

XVII. 

Thenceforth  I  fought  by  fecret  means  to  work 
Time  to  my  will ;  and  from  his  wrathful  fight 
To  hide  th'  intent,  which  in  my  heart  did  lurkj 
Till  1  thereto  had  all  things  ready  dight. 
So  on  a  day,  unweeting  unto  wight, 
I  v.'ith  that  Squire  agreed  away  to  flit. 
And   in  a  privy  place,  betwixt  us  hight. 
Within  a  grove  appointed  him  to  meet ; 

To  which  I  boldly  came  upon  my  feeble  feet. 

XVIII. 

But  ah  unhappy  hour  me  thither  brought : 

For  in  that  place  where  I  him  thought  to  find. 
There  was  I  found  contrary  to  my  thought. 
Of  this  accurfed  Carle  of  hellifh  kind  ; 
The  iliame  of  men,  and  plague  of  womankind  i 
Who  tiuffing  me,  as  Eagle  doth  his  prey. 
Me  hither  brought  with  him,  as  fwift  as  wind. 
Where  yet  untouched  till  this  prefent  day, 

I  reft  his  wretched  thrall  j  the  fad  Mmilia. 
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XIX. 

Ah  fad  Mmilia^  then  faid  Amoret, 

Thy  rueful  plight  I  pity  as  mine  own. 

But  read  to  me,  by  what  device  or  wit, 

Haft  thou  in  all  this  time,  from  him  unknown. 

Thine  honour  fav'd,  though  into  thraldom  thrown  ? 

Through  help,  quoth  fhe,  of  this  old  woman  here 

I  have  fo  done,  as  fhe  to  me  hath  fhown  : 

For  ever  when  he  burnt  in  luftful  fire. 

She  in  my  ftead  fupplide  his  beftial  defire. 

XX. 

Thus  of  their  evils  as  they  did  difcourfe. 
And  each  did  other  much  bewail  and  mone  -, 
Lo  where  the  villain  felf,  their  forrows  fourfe, 
Came  to  the  cave ,  and  rolling  thence  the  ftone, 
Which  wont  to  ftop  the  mouth  thereof,  that  none 
Might  ifTue  forth,  came  rudely  rufhing  in  ; 
And  fpredding  over  all  the  flore  alone, 
'Gan  dight  himfelf  unto  his  wonted  fm  -, 

Which  ended,  then  his  bloody  banket  fhould  begin. 

XXL 

Which  whenas  fearful  Amoret  perceiv'd. 
She  ftaid  not  th'utmoft  end  thereof  to  try. 
But  like  a  ghaftly  Gelt,  whofe  wits  are  reav'd, 
Ran  forth  in  hafte  with  hideous  outcry. 
For  horrour  of  his  fliameful  villany. 
But  after  her  full  lightly  he  iiprofe, 
And  her  purfu'd  as  fall  as  fhe  did  fly : 
Full  faft  flie  flies,  and  far  afore  him  goes, 

Ne  feels  the  thorns  and  thickets  prick  her  tender  toes. 

XXII. 

Nor  hedge,  nor  ditch,  nor  hill,  nor  dale  flie  flays. 
But  overleaps  them  all,  like  Roebuck  light. 
And  through  the  thickeft  makes  her  nigheft  ways  ^ 
And  evermore  when  with  regardful  fight 
She  looking  back,  efpies  that  grieily  wight 
Approaching  nigh,  fhe  'gins  to  mend  her  pace. 
And  makes  her  fear  a  fpur  to  hafte  her  flight : 
More  fwifc  than  Myrrh'  or  Daphne  in  her  race. 

Or  any  of  the  1'hracian  Nymphs  in  falvage  chafe. 

F  4. 
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XXIII. 

Long  fo  (be  fled,  and  lo  he  follow'd  long  i 
Ne  living  aid  for  her  on  earth  appears. 
But  if  the  heavens  help  redrefs  her  wrong. 
Moved  with  pity  of  her  plenteous  tears. 
It  fortuned  Belph^be  with  her  peers 
The  woody  Nymphs,  and  with  that  lovely  boy, 
Was  hunting  then  the  Libbards  and  the  Bears 
In  thefe  wild  woods,  as  was  her  wonted  joy. 

To  banilh  floth,  that  oft  doth  noble  minds  annoy. 

XXIV. 

It  fo  befell  (as  oft  it  falls  in  chace) 

That  each  of  them  from  other  fundred  were. 
And  that  fame  gentle  Squire  arriv'd  in  place, 
Where  this  fame  curfed  caytive  did  appear, 
Purfuing  that  fair  Lady  full  of  fear  ; 
And  now  he  her  quite  overtaken  had : 
And  now  he  her  away  with  him  did  bear 
Under  his  arm,  as  feeming  wondrous  glad. 

That  by  his  grinning  laughter  mote  far  ofFbe  rad. 

XXV. 

Which  drery  fight  the  gentle  Squire  efpying. 
Doth  hafte  to  crofs  him  by  the  neareft  way. 
Led  with  that  woeful  Ladies  piteous  crying, 
And  him  affails  with  all  the  might  he  may  ; 
Yet  will  not  he  the  lovely  fpoil  down  lay, 
But  with  his  craggy  club  in  his  right  hand. 
Defends  himfelf,  and  faves  his  gotten  prey. 
Yet  had  it  been  right  hard  him  to  withfland, 

But  that  he  v/as  full  li^ht,  and  nimble  on  the  land. 

XXVL 

Thereto  the  villain  ufed  craft  in  fight ; 

For  ever  when  the  Squire  his  javelin  fliook. 
He  held  the  Lady  forth  before  him  right. 
And  with  her  body,  as  a  buckler,  broke 
The  puiffance  of  his  intended  ftroke. 
And  if  it  chanc'd(as  needs  it  muft  in  fight) 
Whilft  he  on  him  v/as  greedy  to  be  wroke. 
That  any  little  blow  on  her  did  light. 

Then  would  he  laugh  aloud,  and  gather  great  delight*- 
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XXVII. 

Which  fubtile  flight  did  him  encumber  much. 

And  made  him  oft,  when  he  would  ftrike,  forbear ; 

For  hardly  could  he  come  the  Carle  to  touch. 

But  that  he  her  mult  hurt,  or  hazard  near : 

Yet  he  his  hand  fo  carefully  did  bear, 

That  at  the  laft  he  did  himfelf  attain. 

And  therein  left  the  pike-head  of  his  fpear. 

A  ftream  of  cole-black  blood  thence  gufht  amain. 

That  all  her  filken  garments  did  with  blood  beftain. 
XXVIIL 

With  that  he  threw  her  rudely  on  the  flore. 
And  laying  both  his  hands  upon  his  glave, 
With  dreadful  ftrokes  let  drive  at  him  fo  fore. 
That  forc'd  him  flie  aback,  himfelf  to  fave  : 
Yet  he  therewith  fo  feliy  ftill  did  rave. 
That  fcarce  the  Squire  his  hand  could  once  uprear^ 
But  (for  advantage  ground  unto  him  gave. 
Tracing  and  traverfing,  now  here,  now  there  ; 

For  bootlefs  thing  it  was  to  think  fuch  blows  to  bear. 

XXIX. 

Whilft  thus  in  battle  they  embufied  were, 
JBelphcehe  (ranging  in  that  foreft  wide) 
The  hideous  noifc  of  their  huge  ftrokes  did  hear. 
And  drew  thereto,  making  her  ear  her  guide. 
Whom  when  that  thief  approching  nigh  efpide. 
With  bow  in  hand,  and  arrows  ready  bent. 
He  by  his  former  combat  would  not  bide. 
But  fled  away  with  ghaftly  dreriment, 

Well  knowing  her  to  be  his  deaths  fole  inftrument. 

XXX. 

Whom  feeing  fly,  fhe  fpeedily  purfu'd 

With  winged  feet,  as  nimble  as  the  wind  ; 
And  ever  in  her  bow  fhe  ready  fnew'd 
The  arrow,  to  his  deadly  mark  defign'd ! 
As  when  Latonas  daughter,   cruel  kind. 
In  vengement  of  her  mothers  great  difgrace. 
With  fell  defpight  her  cruel  arrows  tind 
'Gainfl;  woeful  Niobes  unhappy  race. 

That  all  the  Gods  did  mone  her  milcrable  cafe, 
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XXXI. 

So  well  flie  fped  her,  and  fo  far  (he  ventred 
.  That  ere  unto  his  hellifh  den  he  raught, 
E'en  as  he  ready  was  there  to  have  entred, 
She  lent  an  arrow  forth  with  mighty  draught. 
That  in  the  very  door  him  over  caught. 
And  in  his  nape  arriving,  through  it  thrild 
His  greedy  throat,  therewith  in  two  diftraught  ; 
That  all  his  vital  fpirits  thereby  fpill*d. 

And  all  his  hairy  breafl  with  gory  blood  was  fiU'd. 
XXXIl. 

"Whom  when  on  ground  Ihe  groveling  faw  to  roul. 
She  ran  in  hade  his  life  to  have  bereft : 
But  ere  fhe  could  him  reach,  the  fmful  foul. 
Having  his  carrion  corfe  quite  fenfelefs  left. 
Was  fled  to  hell,  furcharg'd  with  fpoil  and  theft. 
Yet  over  him  fhe  there  long  gazing  ftood, 
And  oft  admir'd  his  monflrous  fhape,  and  oft 
His  mighty  limbs,  whilil  all  with  filthy  blood 

The  place  there,  overflown,  feem'd  like  a  fuddain  flood. 
XXXIII. 

Thenceforth  fhe  paft  into  his  dreadful  den. 

Where  nought  but  darkfome  drerinefs  flie  found. 
The  creature  faw,  but  heark'ned  now  and  then 
Some  little  whifpring,  and  foft  groaning  found. 
With  that  fhe  afkt,  what  ghofls  there  under  ground 
Lay  hid  in  horrour  of  eternal  night  ? 
And  bade  them,  if  fo  be  they  were  not  bound. 
To  come  and  fhew  themfelves  before  the  light. 

Now  freed  from  fear  and  danger  of  that  difmal  wight, 
XXXIV. 

Then  forth  the  fa.&j^milia  ilTued, 

Y'et  trembling  every  joint  through  former  fear  ; 
And  after  her  the  Hag,  there  with  her  mew'd, 
A  foul  and  loathfome  creature  did  appear  j 
A  Leman  fit  for  fuch  a  Lover  drear. 
That  mov'd  Bclphcebe  her  no  lefs  to  hate. 
Than  for  to  rue  the  others  heavy  chear  \ 
Of  whom  ilie  'gan  enquife  of  her  eftate. 

"Who  ail  to  her  at  large,  as  hapned,  did  relate. 
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XXXV. 

Thence  fhe  them  brought,  toward  the  place  where  iate 
She  left  the  gentle  Squire  with  Amoret : 
There  fhe  him  found  by  that  new  lovely  mate. 
Who  lay  the  whiles  in  fwoun,  full  fadly  fetj 
From  her  fair  eyes  wiping  the  dewy  wet, 
Which  foftly  ftill'd,  and  kifling  them  atween. 
And  handling  foft  the  hurts,  which  Ihe  did  get. 
For  of  that  Carle  fhe  forely  bruiz'd  had  been. 

Als  of  his  own  rafh  hand  one  wound  was  to  be  feen. 
XXXVI. 

Which  when  llie  faw,  with  fuddain  glancing  eye. 
Her  noble  heart  with  fight  thereof  was  fill'd 
With  deep  difdain,  and  great  indignity. 
That  in  her  wrath  fhe  thought  them  both  have  thrill'd. 
With  that  felf  arrow,  which  the  Carle  had  kill'd  j 
Yet  held  her  wrathful  hand  from  vengeance  fore. 
But  drawing  nigh,  ere  he  her  well  beheld ; 
Is  this  the  faith,  fhe  faid,  and  faid  no  more. 

But  turn'd  her  face,  and  fled  away  for  evermore. 
XXXVII. 

He  feeing  her  depart,  arofe  up  light. 
Right  fore  agrieved  at  her  Iharp  reproof. 
And  follow'd  faft :  but  when  he  came  in  fightj 
He  durfl  not  nigh  approach,  but  kept  aloof. 
For  dread  of  her  difpleafures  utmoft  proof. 
And  evermore,  when  he  did  grace  intreat. 
And  framed  fpeeches  fit  for  his  behoof. 
Her  mortal  arrows  fhe  at  him  did  threat. 

And  forc'd  him  back  with  foul  diilionour  to  retreat. 
XXXVIII. 

At  laft  when  long  he  follow'd  had  in  vain. 

Yet  found  no  eafe  of  grief,  nor  heap  of  grace. 
Unto  thofe  woods  he  turned  bacic  again, 
Fuil  of  fad  anguifh,  and  in  heavy  cafe  : 
And  finding  there  fit  foHtary  place 
For  woeful  wight,  choie  out  a  gloomy  glade. 
Where  hardly  eye  mote  fee  bright  heavens  face 
For  moiiy  trees,  which  cover'd  all  with  fhade 

And  fad  melancholy  :  these  he  his  cabin  made. 
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XXXIX. 

His  wonted  warlike  weapons  all  he  broke 
And  threw  away,  with  vow  to  ufe  no  more, 
Ne  thenceforth  ever  flrike  in  battle  ftroke, 
Ne  ever  word  to  fpeak  to  woman  more  j 
But  in  the  wildernefs  (of  men  forlore, 
And  of  the  wicked  world  forgotten  quight) 
His  hard  mifhap  in  dolour  to  deplore, 
And  wafte  his  wretched  days  in  woeful  plight  j 

So  on  himfelf  to  wreak  his  follies  own  defpight. 

XL,  ^"^ 

And  eke  his  garment,  to  be  thereto  meet. 
He  wilfully  did  cut  and  fhape  anew  ; 
And  his  fair  locks,  that  wont  with  ointment  fweet 
To  be  embalm'd,  and  fweat  out  dainty  dew, 
He  let  to  grow,  and  griefly  to  concrew, 
Uncomb'd,  uncurl'd,  and  carelefly  unfiled  j 
That  in  Ihort  time  his  face  they  overgrew, 
And  over  all  his  fhoulders  did  difpread. 

That  who  he  whylome  was,  uncath  was  to  be  read. 

XLI. 

There  he  continued  in  this  careful  plight. 
Wretchedly  wearing  out  his  youthly  years, 
Through  wilful  penury  confumed  quight. 
That  hke  a  pined  ghoft  he  foon  appears. 
For  other  food  than  that  wild  foreft  bears, 
Ne  other  drink  there  did  he  ever  tafte 
Than  running  water,  tempred  v/ith  his  tears. 
The  more  his  weakned  body  fo  to  wafte  ; 

That  out  of  all  mens  knowledge  he  was  worn  at  Iaft„ 

XLII. 

For  on  a  day  (by  fortune  as  it  fell) 

His  own  dear  Lord  Prince  Arthur  came  that  way^ ' 

Seeking  adventures  where  he  mote  hear  tell  ; 

And  as  he  through  the  wandring  wood  did  ftray. 

Having  efpide  this  cabin  far  away, 

He  to  it  drew,  to  weet  who  there  did  wonne 

Weening  therein  fome  holy  Hermit  lay. 

That  did  refort  of  finful  people  fhun, 

Orelfe  fome  wood-man  Ihrouded  there  from  fcorching  fun.' 
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XLIII. 

Arriving  there  he  found  this  wretched  man. 
Spending  his  days  in  dolour  and  defpair; 
And  through  long  fafting  woxen  pale  and  wan, 
AH  overgrown  with  rude  and  rugged  hair ; 
That  albe  it  his  own  dear  Squire  he  were. 
Yet  he  him  knew  not,  ne  aviz'd  at  all ; 
But  like  ftrange  wight,  whom  he  had  feen  no  where^ 
Saluting  him,  *gan  into  Ipeech  to  fall^ 

And  pity  much  his  plight,  that  liv'd  like  outcaft  thralU 

XLIV. 

But  to  his  fpeech  he  anfwered  no  whit. 

But  ftood  ftill  mute,  as  if  he  had  been  dumb, 
Ne  fign  of  fenfe  did  (liew,  ne  common  wit^ 
As  one  with  grief  and  anguifh  overcome. 
And  unto  every  thing  did  anfwer  mum  : 
And  ever  when  the  Prince  unto  him  fpake. 
He  louted  lowly,  as  did  him  become, 
And  humble  homage  did  unto  him  make, 

Midft  forrow  fhewing  joyous  femblance  for  his  fake. 

XLV. 

At  which  his  uncouth  guife  and  ufage  quaint. 

The  Prince  did  wonder  much,  yet  could  not  guefs 
The  caufe  of  that  his  forrowful  conltraint ; 
Yet  ween'd  by  fecret  figns  of  manlinefs, 
Which  ciofe  appear'd  in  that  rude  brutifhnefs 
That  he  whylome  fome  gentle  fwain  had  been, 
Train'd  up  in  feats  of  arms  and  knightlinefs ; 
Which  he  obferv'd,  by  that  he  him  had  feen 

To  wield,  his  naked  fword,  and  try  the  edges  keen. 

XLVI. 

And  eke  by  that  he  faw  on  every  tree, 
How  he  the  name  of  one  engraven  had, 
Whiqh  likely  was  his  liefeft  i^ove  to  be. 
For  whom  he  now  fo  forclv  was  beftad; 
Which  was  by  him  BELPHOEB  E  rightly  rad. 
Yet  who  v/as  that  Bel-phcehe^  he  ne  will ; 
,  Yet  faw  he  often  how  he  wexed  glad, 
When  he  it  heard,  and  how  the  ground  he  kift. 
Wherein  it  written  was,  and  how  himfelf  be  biift. 
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XLVII. 

The  when  he  long  had  marked  his  demeanour. 
And  faw  that  all  he  faid  and  did  was  vain, 
Ne  ought  mote  make  him  change  his  wonted  tenour, 
Ne  ought  mote  eafe  or  mitigate  his  pain. 
He  left  him  there  in  langour  to  remain, 
Till  time  for  him  fhould  remedy  provide. 
And  him  reflore  to  former  grace  again. 
Which  for  it  is  too  long  here  to  abide, 

I  will  defer  the  end  untill  another  tide. 


CANTO    VIIL 

^he  gentle  Squire  recovers  graces 

Slander  her  guefts  doth  Jtain : 
Corflambo  chafetb  Placidas, 

And  is  by  Arthur  Jlain. 

I. 

'ell  faid  the  wifeman,  now  prov'd  true  by  this. 
Which  to  this  gentle  Squire  did  happen  late:, 
That  the  difpleafure  of  the  mighty  is 
Than  death  it  felf  more  dread  and  defperate  : 
For  nought  the  fame  may  calm,  ne  mitigate. 
Till  time  the  temped  do  thereof  delay 
With  fuffrance  foft,  which  rigour  can  abate. 
And  have  the  ftern  remembrance  wipt  away 

Of  bitter  thoughts,  which  deep  therein  infixed  lav, 

II. 

Like  as  it  fell  to  this  unhappy  boy, 

Whofe  tender  heart  the  fair  Belphcche  had 

With  one  llern  look  fo  daunted,  that  no  joy 

In  all  his  life,  which  afterwards  he  lad. 

He  ever  taded-,  but  with  penance  fad. 

And  penfive  forrow,  pin'd  and  wore  away, 

Ne  ever  laught,  ne  once  fhew'd  count'nance  glad  ^ 

But  always  wept  and  wailed  night  and  day. 

As  blafted  bloofm  through  heat  doth  languiih  and  decay 
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III. 

Till  on  a  day  (as  in  his  wonted  wife 

His  dool  he  madej  there  chanft  a  Turtle-Dcve 
To  come,  where  he  his  dolors  did  devife. 
That  likewife  late  had  loll  her  deareft  Love; 
Which  lofs,  her  made  like  paflion  alfo  prove. 
Who  feeing  his  fad  plight,  her  tender  heart 
With  dear  compafTion  deeply  did  emmove. 
That  Ihe  'gan  mone  his  iindeferved  fmart. 

And  with  her  doleful  accent,  bear  with  him  a  part*  • 

IV. 

She  fitting  by  him,  as  on  ground  he  lay. 
Her  mournful  notes  full  piteoufly  did  frame. 
And  thereof  made  a  lamentable  lay. 
So  fenfibly  compil'd,  that  in  the  fame 
Him  feemed  oft  he  heard  his  own  right  name. 
With  that,  he  forth  would  pour  fo  plenteous  tears. 
And  beat  his  breaft  unworthy  of  fuch  blame. 
And  knock  his  head,  and  rend  his  rugged  hairs, 

Thatcould  have  pierc'd  the  hearts  of  Tygers  and  of  Bears 

V. 

Thus  long  this  gentle  bird  to  him  did  ufe, 
Withouten  dread  of  peril  to  repair 
Unto  his  wonnej  and  with  her  mournful  mufe 
Him  to  recomfort  in  his  greateft  care. 
That  much  did  eafe  his  mourning  and  misfaret 
And  every  day,  for  guerdon  of  her  fong. 
He  part  of  his  fmall  feaft  to  her  would  fhare  i 
That  at  the  laff,  of  all  his  woe  and  wrong. 

Companion  fhe  became,  and  fo  continued  long. 

VL 

Upon  a  day  as  fhe  him  fate  befide, 

By  chance  he  certain  miniments  forth  drevVj 
Which  yet  with  him  as  reliques  did  abide 
Of  all  the  bounty  which  Belpha^bc  threw 
On  him,  whilH  goodly  grace  fhe  did  him  fnew  \ 
Amongfc  the  refb  a  jewel  rich  he  found. 
That  was  a  ruby  of  right  perfect  hue, 
Shap*d  like  a  heart  yet  bleeding  of  the  wounJj 

And  with  a  little  golden  chain  about  it  bound. 
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VIL 

The  fame  he  took,  and  with  a  ribband  new 
(In  which  his  Ladies  colours  were)  did  bind 
About  the  Turtles  neck,  that  with  the  view 
Did  greatly  folace  his  engrieved  mind. 
All  unawares  the  bird,  when  fhe  did  find 
Her  felf  fo  deckt,  her  nimble  wings  difplayd. 
And  flew  away,  as  lightly  as  the  wind  : 
Which  fuddain  accident  him  much  difmay'd 
And  looking  after  long,  did  mark  which  way  fhe  ftrayd* 

VIII. 
But  whenas  long  he  looked  had  in  vainj 

Yet  law  her  forward  ftill  to  make  her  flight. 
His  weary  eye  returned  to  him  again. 
Full  of  difcomfort  and  difquiet  plight, 
That  both  his  jewel  he  had  loft  fo  light. 
And  eke  his  dear  companion  of  his  care. 
But  that  fweet  bird  departing,  flew  forth  right' 
Through  the  wide  region  of  the  wafteful  air. 
Until  ilie  came  where  wonned  his  Belphcsbe  fair, 

IX. 
There  found  Ihe  her  (as  then  it  did  betide) 
Sitting  in  covert  jfhade  of  arbours  fweet. 
After  late  weary  toil,  which  fhe  had  trjde 
In  falvage  chafe,  to  reft  as  feem'd  her  meet. 
There  fhe  alighting,  fell  before  her  feet, 
And  'gan  to  her  her  mournful  plaint  to  make, 
As  was  her  wont ;  thinking  to  let  her  weet 
The  great  tormenting  grief,  that  tor  her  fake 
Her  gentle  Squire  through  her  diipleafure  did  partake* , 

X. 
She  her  beholding  with  attentive  eye. 

At  length  did  mark  about  her  purple  brealt 
That  precious  jewel,  which  fhe  formerly 
Had  known  right  well,  with  colourd  ribbands  dreft  i 
Therewith  fhe  rofe  in  hafte,  and  her  addreft 
With  ready  hand  it  to  have  reft- away. 
But  the  fwift  bird  obeyd  not  her  beheft. 
But  fwerv'd  afide,  and  there  again  did  ftay ; 
She  follow'd  her,  and  thought  again  it  to  allay. 
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XL 

And  ever  when  Ihe  nigh  approacht,  the  Dove 
Would  flit  a  little  forv/ard,  and  then  flay 
Till  Hie  drew  near,  and  then  again  remove  t 
So  tempting  her  ftill  to  purfue  the  prey. 
And  ftill  from  her  efcaping  fofc  away  : 
Till  that  at  length,  into  that  foreft  wide 
She  drew  her  far,  and  led  with  flow  delay. 
In  th'end,  flie  her  unto  that  place  did  guide. 

Whereas  that  woeful  man  in  languor  did  abidco 

XII. 

Eftfoons  fhe  flew  unto  his  fearlefs  hand. 
And  there  a  piteous  ditty  new  devis'd. 
As  if  flie  would  have  made  him  underllandj 
His  forrows  caufe  to  be  of  her  defpis'd. 
Whom  when  fhe  faw  in  wretched  weeds  diguis'd^ 
With  hairy  glib  deform'd,  and  meagre  face. 
Like  Ghoft  late  rifen  from  his  grave  agris'd. 
She  knew  him  not  but  pitied  much  his  cafe. 

And  wiflit  it  were  in  her  to  do  him  any  grace. 

XIII. 

He  her  beholding^  at  her  feet  down  fell^ 

And  kill  the  ground  on  which  heir  fole  did  tread^ 
And  waflit  the  fame  with  water,  which  did  well 
From  his  moifl  eyes,  and  like  two  flreams  proceed  1 
Yet  fpake  no  word,  whereby  fhe  might  aread 
What  mifter  wight  he  was,  or  what  he  meant : 
But  as  one  daunted  with  her  prefence  dread, 
Only  few  rueful  looks  unto  her  fentj 

As  melTengers  of  his  true  meaning  and  intent. 

XIV. 

Yet  nathemore,  his  meaning  fhe  aread^ 
But  wondred  much  at  his  fo  felcouth  cafe  5 
And  by  his  perfons  fecret  feemlihead 
Weil  weend,  that  he  had  been  fome  man  of  place^ 
Before  misfortune  did  his  hue  deface  ; 
That  being  mov'd  with  ruth  fhe  thus  befpake; 
Ah  I  woeful  man,  what  heavens  hard  difgrace. 
Or  wrath  of  cruel  wight  on  thee  y  wrake. 

Or  felf  diiliked  life,  doth  thee  thus  wretched  make? 
Vol.  IL  G 
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XV. 

If  heaven,  then  none  may  it  redrefs  or  blame, 
Sith  to  his  powre  we  all  are  fubje£t  born  : 
If  wrathful  wight,  then  foul  rebuke  and  fiiame 
Be  theirs,  that  have  fo  cruel  thee  forlorn  ; 
But  if  through  inward  grief,  or  wilful  fcorn 
Of  life  it  be,  then  better  do  advife. 
For  he  whofe  days  in  wilful  woe  are  W0rn» 
The  grace  of  his^  creator  doth  defpife. 

That  will  not  ufe  his  gifts  for  thanklefs  nigardifc, 

XVI. 

When  fo  he  heard  her  fay,  eftfoons  he  brake 
His  tedious  filence,  which  he  long  had  pent. 
And  fighing  inly  deep,  her  thus  befpake : 
Then  have  they  all  themfelves  againll  me  bent  i 
For  heaven  (firft  author  of  my  languilhmentj 
Envying  my  too  great  felicity, 
Did  clofely  with  a  cruel  one  confent. 
To  cloud  my  days  in  doleful  mifery, 

And  make  me  loath  this  life,  ftill  longing  for  to  dyc» 

XVI-I. 

Ne  any  but  your  felf,  O  deareft  dred. 

Hath  done  this  wrong  j   to  wreak  on  worthlefs  wighg 
Your  high  difpleafure,  through  mjfdeeming  bred  : 
.  That  when  your  pleafure  is  to  deem  aright, 
You  may  redrefs,  and  me  reftore  to  light. 
Which  forry  words,  her  mighty  heart  did  mate 
With  mild  regard,  to  fee  his  rueful  plight. 
That  her  in-burning  wrath  fhe  'gan  abate. 

And  him  receiv'd  again  to  former  favours  ftate^.. 

XVIII. 

In  which,  he  long  time  afterwards  did  lead 
An  happy  life,  with  grace  and  good  accord; 
Fearlefs  of  fortunes  change,  or  envies  dread. 
And  eke  all  mindlefs  of  his  own  dear  Lord 
The  noble  Prince,  who  never  heard  one  word- 
Of  tidings,  what  did  unto  him  betide. 
Or  what  good  fortune  did  to  him  afford  ; 
But  through  the  endlefs  world  did  wander  wide, 

Hin\  ftekipg  ^v.er.  more, .  y^t  no  where  him  defends  3   . 
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XIX. 

Till  on  a  day,  as  through  that  wood  he  rode, 
He  chanc'd  to  come  where  thofe  two  Ladies  late, 
JEmylia  and  Amoret  abode. 
Both  in  full  fad  and  forrowful  eftate  s 
The  one  right  feeble,  through  the  evil  rate 
Of  food,  which  in  her  durefs  fhe  had  found : 
The  other  almoft  dead  and  defpcrate 
Through  her  late  hurts,  and  through  that  haplefs  wound. 

With  which  the  Squire  in  her  delVnce  her  fore  aftound* 

XX. 

Whom  v;hen  the  Prince  beheld,  he  'gan  to  rew 
The  evil  cafe  in  which  thofe  Ladies  lay. 
But  mod  was  moved  at.  the  piteous  view 
Of  Amoret^  fo  near  unto  decay. 
That  her  great  danger  did  him  much  difmay. 
Eftfoons  that  precious  liquor  forth  he  drew. 
Which  he  in  ftore  about  him  kept  alway. 
And  with  few  drops  thereof  did  foftly  dew 

Her  wounds,  that  unto  ftrength  reftor*d  her  foon  ane\^V 

XXI. 

Tho  when  they  both  recover'd  were  right  well. 
He  'gan  of  them  inquire,  what  evil  guide 
Them  thither  brought ;    and  how  their  harms  befell 
To  whom  they  told  all  that  did  them  betide. 
And  how  from  thraldom  vile  they  were  untide 
Of  that  fame  wicked  Carle,  by  virgins  hond  j 
Whofe  bloody  corfe  they  fhew'd  him  there  befide. 
And  eke  his  cave,  in  which  they  both  were  bond ; 

At  which  he  wondred  much,  when  all  thofe  figns  he  fond,'- 

XXII. 

And  evermore,  he  greatly  did  defire 

To  know,  what  virgin  did  them  thence  unbind ; 

And  oft  of  them  did  earneftly  inquire. 

Where  was  her  wonne,  and  how  he  mote  her  find* 

But  whenas  nought  according  to  his  mind 

He  could  out-learn,  he  them  from  ground  did  rear; 

(No  fervice  loathfome  to  a  gentle  kind) 

And  on  his  warlike  bead  them  both  did  bear, 

Kimfelf  by  them  on  foot  to  fuccour  them  from  fear*     . 
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XXIII. 

So  when  thatforeft  they  had  paiffed  well, 
A  little  cottage  far  away  they  Ipide, 
To  which  they  drew,  ere  night  upon  thcrn  fell  % 
And  entring  in,  found  none  therein  abide. 
But  one  old  woman  fitting  there  befide, 
Upon  the  ground  in  ragged  rude  attire. 
With  filthy  locks  about  her  fcatter'd  wide,. 
Gnawing  her  nails  for  feinefs  and  for  ire. 
And  thereout  fucking  venom  to  her  parts  entire. 

XXIV. 
A  foul  and  loathly  creature  fure  in  fight,. 
And  in  conditions  to  be  loath'd  no  lefs  : 
For  Ihe  was  ftuft  with  rancour  and  defpight 
Up  to  the  throat;  that  oft  with  bitternefs 
It  forth  would  break,  and  gufb  in  great  excefs,. 
Pouring  out  flreams  of  poilon  and  of  gall, 
Gainft  all  that  truth  or  vertue  do  profefs; 
Whom  fhe  with  leafings  lewdly  did  mifcall, 
And  wickedly  back- bite  :  her  name  men  Slander  call. 

XXV. 
Her  nature  is  all  goodnefs  to  abufe, 

And  caufelefs  crimes  continually  to  frame; 
With  which  fhe  guiltlefs  perfons  may  accufe. 
And  ileal  away  the  crown  of  their  good  name  i 
Ne  ever  Knight  fo  bold,  ne  ever  Dame 
So  chafle  and  loyal  liv'd,  but  flie  would  drive 
With  forged  caufe  them  falily  to  defame  : 
Ne  ever  thing  fo  well  was  doen  ahve, 
But  fhe  with  blame  would  blot,  and  of  due  pralfe  deprive^ 

XXVI. 
Her  words  were  not  as  common  words  are  meant, 
T'exprefs  the  meaning  of  the  inward  mind; 
But  noifome  breath,  and  poif'nous  fpirit  fent 
From"  inward  parts,  with  cankred  malice  iin'd, 
And  breathed  forth  with  blail  of  bitter  wind  ; 
Which  pafiing  through  the  ears,  would  pierce  the  heart. 
And  wound  the  foul  it  felf  with  grief  unkind  : 
For  like  the  ftings  of  Afps,  that  kill  with  fmart, 
Herfpightful  words  did  prick,  and  wound  the  inner  part 
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XXVII. 

Such  was  that  Hag,  unmeet  to  hod  fuch  guefts. 
Whom  greateft  Princes  court  wouJd  welcome  fain  ; 
But  need  (that  anfwers  not  to  all  requefts) 
Bade  them  not  look  for  better  entertain ; 
And  eke  that  age  defpifed  nicenefs  vain, 
Enur'd  to  hardnefs  and  to  homely  fare. 
Which  them  to  waiike  difcipline  did  train. 
And  manly  limbs  endur'd  with  little  care, 

Againft  all  hard  mifhaps,  and  fortunelefs  misfare. 

XXVIII. 

Then  all  that  evening  (welcomed  with  cold     - 
And  chearlefs  hunger)  they  together  fpent; 
Yet  found  no  fault,  but  that  the  Hag  did  fcold 
And  rail  at  them  with  grudgeful  difcontent. 
For  lodging  there  without  her  own  confent ; 
Yet  they  endured  all  with  patience  mild. 
And  unto  reft  themfelves  all  only  lent, 
Regardlefs  of  that  quean  fo  bafe  and  vild. 

To  be  unjuftly  blam'd,  and  bitterly  revil'd. 

XXIX. 

Here  well  I  ween,  whenas  thefe  rhimes  be  read 
With  mii-regard,  that  fome  rafh  witted  wight, 
Whofe  loofer  thought  will  lightly  be  milled^, 
Thefe  gentle  Ladies  will  mifdeem  too  light. 
For  thus  converfmg  with  this  noble  Knight ; 
Sith  now  of  days  fuch  temperance  is  rare 
And  hard  to  find,  that  heat  of  youthful  fpright 
For  ought  will  from  his  greedy  pleafure  fpare, 

More  hard  for  hungry  Heed  t'abftain  from  pleafant  fare, 

XXX. 

But  antique  age,  yet  in  the  infancy 

Of  time,  did  live  then  like  an  innocent, 
In  limple  truth  and  blamelefs  chaftity, 
Ne  then  of  guile  had  made  experiment  5 
But  void  of  vile  and  treacherous  intent. 
Held  vertue  for  it  felf  in  foveraine  awe  : 
Then  loyal  love  had  royal  regiment. 
And  each  unto  his  luft  did  make  a  law. 

From  all  forbidden  things  his  liking  to  withdraw, 
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XXXI.  . 

The  Lyon  there  did  with  the  Lamb  confort, 
j^nd  eke  the  Dove  fate  by  the  Faulcons  fide  j 
Ne  each  of  other  feared  fraud  or  tort. 
But  did  in  fafe  fecurity  abide, 
Withouten  peril  of  the  ftronger  pride  : 
But  when  the  world  wox  old,  it  wox  warre  old 
(Whereof  it  hight)  and  having  Ihortly  tride 
The  trains  of  wit,  in  wickednefs  wox  bold. 

And  d>ared  of  all  fins  the  fecrets  to  unfold. 

XXXII. 

Then  beauty,  v/hich  was  made  to  reprefent 
The  great  Creators  own  refembiance  bright. 
Unto  abufe  of  lawlefs  iufl  was  lent. 
And  made  the  bait  of  heftial  delight : 
Then  fair  grew  foul,  and  foul  grew  fair  in  fight  j 
And  that  which  wont  to  vanquifh  God  and  man. 
Was  made  the  vafial  of  the  viftors  might-. 
Then  did  her  glorious  flowre  wex  dead  and  wan, 

Defpis'd  and  trodden  down  of  all  that  over-ran. 
XXXIII. 

And  now  it  is  fo  utterly  decay'd, 

That  any  bud  thereof  doth  fcarce  remain, 
But  if  few  plants  (preferv'd  through  heavenly  aid) 
In  Princefs  court  do  hap  to  fprout  again, 
Dew'd  with  her  drops  of  bounty  foveraine, 
Which  from  that  goodly  glorious  flowre  proceed. 
Sprung  of  the  ancient  ftock  of  Princes  ftrain, 
Now  th'orily  remnant  of  that  royal  breed, 

Whofe  noble  kind  at  firft  was  fure  of  heavenly  feed, 
XXXIV. 

Tho  foon  as  day  difcover'd  heavens  face 
To  finful  men  with  darknefs  over-dight. 
This  gentle  crew  'gan  from  their  eye-lids  chace 
The  drowzie  humour  of  the  dampifh  night. 
And  did  themfelves  unto  their  journey  dight. 
So  forth  they  yode,  and  forward  foftly  paced. 
That  them  to  view  had  been  an  uncouth  fight  5 
How  all  the  way  the  Prince  on  foot-pace  trac'd. 

The  Ladies  both  on  horfe,  together  faft  embrac'd, 
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XXXV. 

Soon  as  they  thence  departed  were  afore, 
That  fhameful  Hag  (the  (lander  of  her  fexj 
Them  follow'd  taft,  and  them  reviled  fore. 
Him  calling  thief,  them  whores  •,  that  much  did  vex 
His  noble  heart :  thereto  fhe  did  annex 
Falfe  crimes  and  fafts,  fuch  as  they  never  meant. 
That  thofe  two  Ladies  much  alliam'd  did  wex  : 
The  more  did  fhe  purfue  her  lewd  intent, 

And  rail'd  and  rag'd,  till  fhe  had  all  her  poiibn  fpent* 
XXXVI. 

At  laft,  when  they  were  palfed  out  of  fight. 
Yet  ihe  did  not  her  fpightful  fpeech  forbear. 
But  after  them  did  bark,  and  ftill  back-bite. 
Though  there  were  none  her  hateful  words  to  hear: 
Like  as  a  cur  doth  felly  bite  and  tear 
The  ftone,  which  pafied  ftranger  at  him  threw. 
So  fhe  them  feeing  paft  the  reach  of  ear, 
Againfl  the  ftones  and  trees  did  rail  anew. 

Till  Ihe  had  duil'd  the  ftingwhich  in  her  tongues  endgrew,' 
XXXVIL 

They  pafTing  forth,  kept  on  their  ready  way. 
With  eafie  ftcps  fo  foft  as  foot  could  ftride. 
Both  for  great  feeblefs,  which  did  oft  affay 
Fair  Amoret^  that  fcarcely  fhe  could  ride ; 
And  eke  through  heavy  arms,  which  fore  annoy'd 
The  Prince  on  foot,  not  wonted  fo  to  fare  : 
Whofe  fteady  hand  was  fain  his  fbeed  to  guide. 
And  all  the  way  from  trotting  hard  to  fpare, 

So  was  hi£  toil  the  more,  the  more  that  was  his  care.' 
XXXVIII. 

At  length  they  fpide,  where  towards  them  with  fpeed 
A  Squire  came  galloping,  as  he  would  fly  ; 
Bearing  a  little  Dwarf  before  his  fteed, 
That  all  the  way  full  loud  for  aid  did  cry. 
That  feem'd  his  fhrieks  would  rend  the  brafen  fky  ; 
Whom  after  did  a  mighty  man  purfue. 
Riding  upon  a  Dromedare  on  high. 
Of  Itature  huge,  and  horrible  of  hue. 

That  would  have  rna^'d  a  man  his  dreadful  face  to  view* 
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XXXIX. 

For  from  his  fearful  eyes  two  fiery  beams 

More  fharp  than  points  of  needles  did  proceed. 

Shooting  forth  far  away  two  flaming  ftreams. 

Full  of  fad  powre,  that  poifnous  bale  did  breed 

To  all  that  on  him  lookt  without  good  heed. 

And  fecretly  his  enemies  did  Hay  : 

Like  as  the  Bafililk,  of  ferpents  feed. 

From  powreful  eyes  clofe  venom  doth  convey 

Into  the  lookers  heart,  and  killeth  far  away. 

XL. 

He  all  the  W4)^  did  rage  at  that  fame  Squire, 
And  after  him  full  many  threatnings  threw. 
With  curfes  vain  in  his  avengeful  ire  : 
But  none  of  them  (fo  fall  away  he  flew) 
Him  overtook,  before  he  came  in  view. 
Where,  when  he  faw  the  Prince  in  arm.our  bright. 
He  call'd  to  him  aloud,  his  cafe  to  rew, 
And  refcue  him  through  fuccour  of  his  might. 

From  that  his  cruel  foe,  that  him  purfu'd  in  fight 

XLL 

^ftfoons  the  Prince  took  dov/n  thofe  Ladies  twain 
From  lofty  flieed,  and  mounting  in  their  ftead 
Came  to  that  Squire,  yet  trembling  every  vein  ; 
Of  whom  he  'gan  enquire  his  caufe  of  dread  j 
Who  as  he  'gan  the  fame  to  h,im  aread, 
Lo,  hard  behind  his  back  his  foe  was  preft, 
With  dreadful  weapon  aimed  at  his  head: 
That  unto  death  had  doen  him  unredreft. 

Had  not  the  noble  Pripce  his  ready  fl:roke  repreft 

XLII. 

Who  thrpfting  boldly  'twixt  him  and  the  blow. 
The  burden  of  the^'deadly  brunt  did  bear 
Upon  his  fhield  j  which  lightly  he  did  throw 
Over  his  head,  before  the  harm  came  near, 
Nath'lel^,  it  fell  with  fo  defpiteous  drear 
And  heavy  1  way,  that  hard  unfo  his  crown 
The  fhield  it  drove,  and  did  the  covering  rear  : 
Therewith  both  Squire  and  Dwarf  did  tumble  down. 

JJnto  the  earth,  and  lay  long  wi)ile  in  fenfelefs  fwowa, 
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XLIII. 

Whereat,  the  Prince  full  wrath,  his  ftrong  right  hand 
In  fulJ  avengement  heaved  up  on  high. 
And  ftrook  the  Pagan  with  his  fteely  brand 
So  fore,  that  to  his  faddle-bow  thereby 
He  bowed  low,  and  fo  awhile  did  lye  : 
And  Ture,  had  not  his  maffie  iron  mace 
Betwixt  him  and  his  hurt  been  happily. 
It  would  have  cleft  him  to  the  girding  place  : 

Yet  as  it  was,  it  did  aftonifh  him  long  fpace. 

XLIV. 

But  when  he  to  himfelf  return'd  again, 

All  full  of  rage  he  'gan  to  curie  and  fwear ; 
And  vow  by  Mahoun  that  he  (hould  be  flain. 
With  that,  his  murdrous  mace  he  up  did  rear. 
That  feemed  nought  the  foufe  thereof  could  bear. 
And  therewith  fmote  at  him  with  all  his  might. 
But  ere  that  it  to  him  approached  near, 
The  royal  child,  with  ready  quick  forefight. 

Did  fhun  the  proof  thereof,  and  it  avoided  light« 

XLV. 

But  ere  his  hand  he  could  recoure  again. 
To  ward  his  body  from  the  baleful  Hound, 
He  fmote  at  him  with  all  his  might   and  main. 
So  furioufly,  that  ere  he  wift,  he  found 
His  head  before  him  tumbling  on  the  ground. 
The  whiles,  his  babling  tongue  did  yet  blafpheme 
And  curfe  his  God,   that  did  him  fo  confound  j 
The  whiles  his  life  ran  forth  in  bloody  ftream. 

His  foul  dcfcended  down  into  the  Stygian  rea'm. 

XLVI. 

Which  when  that  Squire  beheld,  he  wox  full  glad 
To  fee  his  foe  breathe  out  his  fpright  in  vain  : 
But  that  fame  Dwarf  right  forry  feem'd  and  fad, J 
And  howl'd  aloud  to  fee  his  Lord  there  flain, 
And  rent  his  hair,  and  fcratcht  his  face  for  pain. 
Then  'gan  the  Prince  at  leifure  to  inquire 
Of  all  the  accident,  there  hapned  plain. 
And  what  he  was,  whofe  eyes  did  flame  with  fire  j 

All  which  AV^s  thus  to  him  declared  by  that  Sc|uire, 
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XLVII. 

This  mighty  man,  quoth  he,  whom  you  have  flaia. 
Of  an  huge  Giantefs  whylome  was  bred  ; 
And  by  his  ftrength,  rule  to  himfelf  did  gain 
Of  many  nations  into  thraldom  led. 
And  mighty  kingdoms  of  his  force  adred  : 
Whom  yet  he  conquer'd  not  by  bloody  fight, 
Ne  hofts  of  men  with  banners  brode  dilfpred. 
But  by  the  powre  of  his  infe6lious  fight. 

With  which  he  killed  all  that  came  within  his  might, 
XL  VIII. 

Ke  was  he  ever  vanquilhed  afore. 

But  ever  vanquifht  all  with  whom  he  fought : 
Ne  was  there  man  fo  ftrong  but  he  down  bore, 

t     Ne  woman  yet  fo  fair,  but  he  her  brought 
Unto  his  bay,  andcaptived  her  thought. 
For  moll  of  ftrength  and  beauty  his  defire 
Was  fpoil  to  make,  and  wafte  them  unto  nought. 
By  calling  fecret  flakes  of  Juftful  fire 

From  his  falfe  eyes,  into  their  hearts  and  parts  entire/ 

XLIX. 

Therefore  Corflamho  was  he  call'd  aright, 

Though  namelefs  there  his  body  now  doth  lye, 

Yet  hath  he  left  one  daughter  that  is  hight 

The  fair  Pceana  \  who  feems  outwardly 

So  fair  as  ever  yet  faw  living  eye  : 

And  were  her  vertue  like  her  beauty  bright. 

She  were  as  fair  as  any  under  fky. 

But  (ah ! )  ilie  given  is  to  vain  delight. 

And  eke  too  loofe  of  life,   and  eke  of  love  too  light* 

L. 

So  as  it  fell,  there  was  a  gentle  Squire 
That  lov'd  a  Lady  ot  high  parentage  ; 
But  for   his  mean  degree  might  not  afpire 
To  match  io  high  :  her  friends  with  counfel  fage, 
DilTuaded  her  from  fuch  a  difparage. 
But  fhe,  whofe  heart  to  love  was  wholly  lent. 
Out  of  his  hands  could  not  redeem  her  gage. 
But  firmly  follov/ing  her  firft  intent, 

Eefolv'd  with  him  to  wend,  'gainft  all  her  friends  confentJ 
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LI. 

So  'tvvixt  themfelves  they  'pointed  time  and  place ; 
To  which  when  he  according  did  repair. 
An  hard  milhap  and  difadventrous  cafe 
Him  chanc'd  ;  inftead  of  his  Mmylia  fair 
This  Giants  fon,  that  lies  there  on  the  lair 
An  headlefs  heap,  him  ynawares  there  caught  ; 
And  all  difmay'd  through  mercilefs  defpair. 
Him  wretched  thrall  unto  his  dungeon  brought. 

Where  he  remains,  of  all  unfuccour'd  and  unfought. 

LII. 

This  Giants  daughter  came  upon  a  day 
Unto  the  prifon  in  her  joyous  glee, 
To  view  the  thrals  which  there  in  bondage  lay : 
Amongft  the  reft  fhe  chanced  there  to  fee 
This  lovely  fwain,  the  Squire  of  low  degree  ; 
To  whom  fhe  did  her  liking  lightly  caft. 
And  wooed  him  her  paramour  to  be  : 
From  day  to  day  ilie  woo'd  and  pray'd  him  faft^ 

And  for  his  love,  him  promift  liberty  at  lall. 

LIII. 

He  though  afEde  unto  a  former  Love, 

To  whom  his  faith  he  firmly  meant  to  hold. 
Yet  feeing  not  how  thence  he  mote  remove. 
But  by  that  means,  which  fortune  did  unfoldj 
Her  granted  love,  but  with  afFedion  cold, 
To  win  her  grace  his  liberty  to  get. 
Yet  fhe  him  Hill  detains  in  captive  hold  ; 
Fearing  left  if  fhe  fhould  him  freely  fet. 

He  would  her  fhortly  leave,  and  former  Love  forget, 

LIV. 

Yet  fo  much  favour  fhe  to  him  hath  hight 
Above  the  reft,  that  he  fometimes  may  fpace 
And  walk  about  her  gardens  of  delight. 
Having  a  keeper  ftill  wich  him  in  place  ; 
Which  keeper  is  this  Dwarf,  her  dcarling  bafe^ 
To  whom  the  keys  of  every  prifon  dore 
By  her  committed  be  of  fpecial  grace. 
And  at  his  will  may  whom  he  lift  reftore, 

And  whom  he  Ijit  refer ve  to  be  afHided  more. 
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LV. 

"Whereof  when  tidings  came  unto  mine  ear 
(Full  inly  forry  for  the  fervent  zeal. 
Which  I  CO  him  as  to  my  foul  did  bearj 
I  thither  went ;  where  I  did  long  conceal 
My  felf,  till  that  the  Dwarf  did  me  reveal. 
And  told  his  Dame,  her  Squire  of  low  degree 
Did  fecretly  out  of  her  prifon  ileal  ; 
For  me  he  did  millake  that  Squire  to  be : 

For  never  tv/o  fo  like  did  living  creature  fee. 

LVI. 

The.T  was  I  taken,  and  before  her  brought  : 
Who  through  the  likenefs  of  my  outward  hue. 
Being  iikewife  beguiled  in  her  thought, 
*Gan  blame  me  much  for  being  fo  untrue, 
To  feek  by  flight  her  feilowfhip  t'  efchew. 
That  lov'd  me  dear,  as  deareft  thing  alive. 
Thence  fhe  commanded  me  to  prifon  new  ; 
Whereof  I  glad,  did  not  gain-fay  nor  ftrive, 

ButfufFred  that  fame  Dwarf  me  to  her  dungeon  drive. 

LVII. 

There  did  I  find  mine  only  faithful  friend 
In  heavy  plight  and  fad  perplexity; 
Whereof  I  forry,  yet  my  felf  did  bend, 
Him  to  recomfort  with  my  company. 
But  him  the  more  agriev'd  I  found  thereby  : 
For  all  his  joy,  he  laid,  in  that  diftrefs, 
Was  mine  and  his  Mniylia^  liberty. 
Mmylia  well  he  lov'd,  as  I  motegucfs; 

Yet  greater  love  to  me  than  her  he  did  profefs. 

LVIil. 

But  I  with  better  reafon  him  aviz'd. 

And  (hew'd  him,  how  through  error  and  mif- thought 

Of  our  like  perfons  each  to  be  difguiz'd, 

Or  his  exchange,  or  freedom  might  be  wrought. 

Whereto  full  loth  was  he,  ne  vv'ould  for  ought 

Confent  that  I,  who  flood  all  fearlefs  free. 

Should  wilfully  be  into  thraldom  brought, 

Till  fortune  did  perforce  it  fo  decree  : 

Yet  over-rui^d,  at  iaft  he  did  to  me  agree. 


OntoVIII.    THE  FAIRY  QJJEEN.        .1,09 

LIX. 

The  morrow  next,  about  the  wonted  hour. 
The  Dv/arf  call'd  at  the  door  ciAmyas, 
To  come  forthwith  unto  his  Ladies  bowre. 
Inftead  of  whom  forth  came  I  P/addas, 
And  undifcerned,  forth  with  him  did  pafs. 
There  with  great  joyance  and  with  gladfome  glee. 
Of  fair  P^ana  I  received  was. 
And  oft  imbrac'd  as  if  that  I  were  he, 
And  with  kind  words  accoy'd,  vowing  great  icve  to  me. 

LX. 

Which  I,  that  was  not  bent  to  former  Love, 
As  was  my  friend  that  had  her  long  refus'd,    , 
Did  well  accept,  as  well  it  did  behove. 
And  to  the  prefent  need  it  wifely  us'd. 
My  former  hardnefs  firft,  1  fair  excus'd  ; 

I      And  after  promift  large  amends  to  m'ake. 

j      With  fuch  fmooth  terms,  her  error  I  abus'd, 

!      To  my  friends  good,  more  than  for  mine  own  fake, 

;  For  whofe  fole  liberty,  I  I^ove  and  life  did  flake. 

LXL 

i  Thence-forth,  I  found  more  favour  at  her  hand  1 
''That  to  her  Dwarf,  which  had  me  in  his  charge,, 

I      She  bade  to  lighten  my  too  heavy  band, 

!■     And  grant  more  fcope  to  me  to  walk  at  large. 
So  on  a  day,  as  by  the  flowry  marge 
Of  a  frelh  ftream  I  with  that  Elf  did  play. 
Finding  no  means  how  I  might  us  enlarge. 
But  if  that  Dwarf  1  could  with  me  convey, 

jj I  lightly  fnatcht  him  up,  and  with  me  bore  away.. 

LXIL 

I  Thereat  he  fliriekt  aloud,  that  with  his  cry 
The  tyrant  lelf  came  forth  with  yelling  bray. 
And  me  purfu'd  ;  but  nathemore  would  I 
Forgo  the  purchafe  of  my  gotten  prey, 
But  have  perforce  him  hither  brought  away. 
Thus  as  they  talked,  lo !  where  nigh  at  hand 
Thofe  Ladies  two  (yet  doubtful  through  difrray, 
In  prefence  came,  defirous  t*underftand 

.:Tidings  of  all  which  there  had  hapned  on  the  Ian  I 


ix@  THE  FAIRY  QUEEN.     Book  IV 

LXIII. 

Where  foon  as  fad  Mmylia  did  efpy 

Her  captive  Lovers  friend,  young  Placidas^ 

All  mindlefs  of  her  wonted  modefty, 

She  to  him  ran,  and  him  with  ftraight  embrace 

Enfolding  faid.  And  lives  yet  Amyas  ? 

He  lives,  quoth  he,  and  his  Mmylia  loves. 

Then  lels,  faid  fhe,   by  all  the  woe  I  pafs. 

With  which  my  weaker  patience  fortune  proves. 

But  what  miihap  thus  long  him  from  my  felf  removes  ?' 

LXIV. 

Then  'gan  he  all  this  ftory  to  renew. 
And  tell  the  courfe  of  his  captivity  5 
That  her  dear  heart  full  deeply  made  to  rue. 
And  figh  full  fore,  to  hear  the  mifery. 
In  which  fo  long  he  mercilefs  did  lye. 
Then  after  many  tears  and  forrows  fpent. 
She  dear  befought  the  Prince  of  remedy  : 
Who  thereto  did  with  ready  will  confent. 

And  well  perform'd,  as  Diall  appear  by  this  event. 


CANTO    IX. 

the  Squire  of  low  degree  releafi^ 

Poeana  takes  to  wife  : 
'Bvitom^iXX. fights  with  ?nany  Knights ^ 

Prince  Axtlius  fiints  their  Jlrife. 

I. 

'afd  is  the  doubt,  and  difficult  to  deem. 

When  all  three  kinds  of  Love  together  meets 
And  do  difpart  the  heart  with  powre  extream. 
Whether  fliall  weigh  the  balance  down  j  to  weet 
The  dear  affedion  unto  kindred  fweet. 
Or  raging  fire  of  Love  to  womankind, 
Or  zeal  of  friends  combinM  with  vertues  meet. 
But  of  them  all,  the  band  of  vertuous  mind 
Me  feems  the  gentle  heart  Ihould  moft  afiured  bind* 
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II. 

For  natural  affe^lion  foon  doth  ceafe. 
And  quenched  is  with  Cupids  greater  flame  : 
But  faithful  friendfhip  doth  them  both  fupprefs. 
And  them  with  maiftring  difcipHne  doth  tame. 
Through  thoughts  afpiring  to  eternal  fame. 
For  as  the  foul  doth  rule  the  earthly  mals. 
And  all  the  fervice  of  the  body  frame  ; 
So  love  of  foul  doth  love  of  body  pafs, 

^o  kfs  than  perfeift  gold  furmounts  the  meanell  brafs^  ■ 

III. 

All  which  who  lift  by  trial  to  alTay, 
Shall  in  this  ftory  find  approved  plain  ; 
In  which  this  Squires  true  friendfhip  more  did  fway. 
Than  either  care  of  parents  could  refrain. 
Or  love  of  faireft  Lady  could  conilrain. 

i    For  though  Pceana  were  as  fair  as  morn, 

I    Yet  did  this  trufty  Squire  with  proud  difdain, 

I    For  his  friends  fake  her  offred  favours  fcorn. 

And  llie  her  felf  her  fire,  of  whom  flie  was  yborn, 

IV. 

jN'ow  after  that  Prince  Arthur  granted  had, 

j    To  yield  ftrong  fuccour  to  that  gentle  fv/ain, 

j  .  Who  now  long  time  had  lyen  in  prifon  fad. 
He  'gan  advife  how  beft  he  mote  darrain 
That  enterprize  for  greateft  glories  gain. 

I    That  headlefs  tyrants  trunk  he  rear'd  from  ground^ 

\    And  having  ympt  the  head  to  it  again, 

I    Upon  his  ufual  beaft  it  firmly  bound. 

And  made  it  fo  to  ride,  as  it  alive  was  found. 

V, 

Then  did  he  take  that  chaced  Squire,  and  laid 
Before  the  rider,  as  he  captive  were, 

:    And  made  his  Dwarf  ( though  with  unwilling  aid? 

i    To  guide  the  beaft,  that  did  his  maifter  bear, 

I    Till  to  his  caftle  they  approched  near. 

I    Whom  when  the  watch  that  kept  continual  ward 
Saw  coming  home ;  all  void  of  doubtful  fear. 
He  running  down,  the  gate  to  him  unbar'd  ; 

Whom  ftraight  the  Prince  cnfuing,  in  together  far'd. 
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VL 
There  lie  did  find  in  her  delicious  bowre,  "^ 

The  fair  Pceana  playing  on  a  Rote, 
Complaining  of  her  cruel  paramour. 
And  linging  all  her  forrow  to  the  note» 
As  fhe  had  learned  readily  by  rote  •„ 
That  with  the  fweetnefs  of  her  rare  delight. 
The  Prince  half  rapt  began  on  her  to  dote  : 
Till  better  him  bethinking  of  the  right. 
Fie  her  unwares  attachr,  and  captive  held  by  might.     I 

VII. 
Whence  being  forth  produc'd,  v/hen  fhe  perceiv'd        ^ 
Her  own  dear  Sire,  fhe  call'd  to  him  for  aid. 
But  when  of  him  no  anfwer  fhe  receiv'd. 
But  faw  him  fenfelefs  by  the  Squire  upflaid. 
She  weened  well,  that  then  fiie  was  betray'd: 
Then  'gan  fhe  loudly  cry,  and  weep,  and  wai!. 
And  that  fame  Squire  of  treafon  to  upbraid. 
But  all  in  vain,  her  plaints  might  not  prevail, 
Ne  none  there  was  to  refcue  her,   ne  none  to  bail. 

VIII. 
Then  took  he  that  fame  Dwarf,  and  him  compel'd 
To  open  unto  him  the  prifon  dore, 
And  forth  to  bring  thole  thrals  which  there  he  held. 
Thence  forth  were  brought  to  him  about  a  fcore 
Of  Knights  and  Squires  to  him  unknown  afore  : 
All  which  he  did  from  bitter  bondage  free. 
And  unto  former  liberty  reftore. 
Amongft  the  reft,  that  Squire  of  low  degree 
Came  forth  full  weak  and  wan,  not  Hke  himfeif  to  be, 

IX. 
Whom  foon  as  fair  Mmylia  beheld. 

And  Placidas^  they  both  unto  him  ran. 
And  him  embracing  fall;  betwixt  them  held. 
Striving  to  comfort  him  all  that  they  can. 
And  kiffing  oft  his  vifage  pale  and  wan  ; 
That  fair  Pceana  them  beholding  both, 
'Gan  both  envy,  and  bitterly  to  ban  ; 
Through  jealous  paffion  weeping  inly  wroth. 
To  fee  the  fight  perforce,  that  buth  her  eyes  were  lotbi 
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X. 

But  when  awhile  they  had  together  beenj 
And  divcrfly  conferred  of  their  cafe. 
She  though  full  oft  fhe  both  of  thern  had  fcen 
Afunder  yet  not  ever  in  one  place. 
Begin  to  doubt,  when  fhe  them  faw  embrace, 
"Which  was  the  captive  Squire  fhe  lov'd  fo  dear. 
Deceived  through  grCvTt  likencfs  of  their  face: 
For  they  fo  like  in  perfon  did  appear. 

That  flie  uneath  difcerned,  whether  whether  were. 

XL 

And  eke  the  Prince,  whenas  he  them-  aviz'd. 
Their  like  refemblance  much  admired  there, 
And  'maz'd  hov/  nature  had  fo  well  difguiz'd 
Her  work,  and  counterfeit  her  felf  fo  near, 
As  if  that  by  one  pattern  feen  fomewhere. 
She  had  them  made  a  paragone  to  be  •, 
Or  whether  it  through  fkill,  or  errour  were. 
Thus  gazing  long,  at  them  much  wondred  he, 

So  did  the  other  Knights  and  Squires,  which  him  did  fee, 

XII. 

Then  'gan  they  ranfack  that  fame  caflle  ftrong, 
In  which  he  found  great  ftore  of  hoarded  treafure  j 
The  which  that  tyrant  gather'd  had  by  wrong 
And  tortious  powre,  without  refped  or  meafure. 
Upon  all  which  the  Briton  Prince  made  feifure. 
And  afterwards  continu'd  there  awhile, 
To  reft  himfelf,  and  folace  in  foft  pleafure 
Thofe  weaker  Ladies  after  weary  toil  j 

To  whom  he  did  divide  part  of  his  purchaft  fpoiL 

XIII. 

And  for  more  joy,  that  captive  Lady  fair 
The  fair  P^ana  he  enlarged  free ; 
And  by  the  reft  did  let  in  fumptuous  chair. 
To  feaft  and  frolick  •,  nathemore  would  flie 
Shew  gladfome  countenance  nor  pleafsnt  glee  r 
But  grieved  was  for  lofs  both  of  her  fire, 
And  eke  of  Lordfhip  with  both  land  and  fee; 
But  moft  ihe  touched  v/as  with  grief  entire,. 

For  lofs  of  her  new  Love,  the  hope  of  her  defirc^ 
Vol,  IL  H 
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XIV. 

But  her  the  Prince,  through  his  well  wonted  grace,     .v 
To  better  terms  of  mildnefs  did  entreat, 
From  that  foul  rudenefs,  which  did  her  deface  ; 
And  that  fame  bitter  corfive,  which  did  eat 
Her  .tender  heart,  and  made  refrain  from  meat,, 
He  with  good  thews  and  fpeeches  well  applide. 
Did  mollilie,  and  calm  her  rageing  heat. 
For  though  fhe  were  moft  fair,   and  goodly  dide. 

Yet  fhe  it  all  did  mar  with  cruelcy  and  pride. 

XV. 

And  for  to  fliut  up  all  in  friendly  love, 

Sith  love  was  firll  the  ground  of  all  her  grief. 
That  trufty  Squire  he  wifely  well  did  move 
Not  to  defpife  that  Dame,  which  lov'd  him  liefg 
Till  he  had  made  of  her  fome  better  prief. 
But  to  accept  her  to  his  wedded  wife. 
Thereto  he  offred  for  to  make  him  chief 
Of  all  her  land  and  Lordihip  during  hfe  : 

He  yielded,  and  her  took  -,  fo  ftinted  all  their  ftrife, 

XVI. 

From  that  day  forth,  in  peace  and  joyous  blifs,. 
They  liv'd  together  long  without  debate  : 
Ne  private  jar,  ne  fpite  of  enemies 
Gould  Ihake  the  fafe  affu ranee  of  their  ftatCo 
And  fhe  whom  nature  did  fo  fair  create 
That  fhe  mote  match  the  faireft  of  her  days. 
Yet  with  lewd  Loves  and  lull  intemperate 
Had  it  defac'd,.  thenceforth  reform'd  her  ways,. 

That  all  men  much  admir'd  her  change,  and  fpake  hef 

XVII.^  [praifcr. 

Thus  when  the  Prince  had  perfedly  compiled 
Thefe  pairs  of  friends  in  peace  and  fettled  refl ; 
Himfelf,  v/hofe  mind  did  travel  as  with  child 
Of  his  old  Love,  conceiv'd  in  fecret  breaft, 
Refolved  to  purfue  his  former  gueft  -, 
And  taking  leave  of  all,  with  him  did  beai* 
Fair  Amoret^  whom  Fortune  by  bequefl 
Had  left  in  his  protedion  whilear. 

Exchanged  out  pf  one  into  another  fear. 
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XVIIi. 

Fear  of  her  fafety  did  her  not  conflrain. 
For  well  fhe  wift  now  in  a  mighty  hond, 
Herpeflbn  late  in  peri],  did  remain, 
Who  able  was  all  dangers  to  withflond. 
But  now  in  fear  of  Oiame  fi:ie  more  did  Itondj 
Seeing  her  felf  all  folely  fuccourlefs. 
Left  in  the  viftors  powre,  like  vafial  bond  ; 
Whofe  will  her  weakncfs  could  no  way  reprcfs. 

In  cafe  his  burning  lull  fhould  break  into  excefs, 

XIX. 

But  caufe  of  fear  fure  had  fhe  none  at  ail 
Of  him,  who  goodly  learned  had  of  yore 
The  courfe  of  loofe  aiTeclicn  to  foreftall. 
And  lawlefs  lull  to  rule  with  reafons  lore; 
That  all  the  while  he  by  his  fide  her  bore. 
She  was^  as  fafe  as  in  a  fanfluary. 
Thus  many  miles  they  two  together  wore. 
To  feek  their  Loves  difperfed  diverfly, 

Yet  neither  fhew'd  to  other  their  hearts  privity. 

XX. 

At  length  they  came,  whereas  a  troop  of  Knights 
They  faw  together  fkirmifhing,  as  feem'd  : 
Six  they  were  all,  all  full  of  fell  defpight; 
Bur  four  of  them  the  battle  befl  befeem'd, 
That  which  of  them  was  befb  mote  not  be  deem'do 
Thofe  four  were  they  from  v/hom  falfe  Florimell 
By  Braggadochio  lately  was  redeem'd  ; 

■    To  weet,  ftern  Druon^  and  lewd  Clarihcll^ 

Love-lavifh  Blandamour,  and  luftful  ParidelL 

XXI. 

DriioHS  delight  was  all  in  Tingle  life, 

And  unto  Ladies  love  would  lend  no  leifure : 

The  more  was  C/ariMl  enraged  rife 

With  fervent  frames,  and  loved  out  of  meafure: 

So  eke  lov'd  Blandamour^  but  yet  at  pleafure 

Would  change  his  liking,  and  new  Lemans  prove?" 

But  Paridcll  of  love  did  make  no  treafuro', 

But  lulled  after  all  that  him  did  move. 

So  diverfly  thefe  four  difpofed  were  tQ  l<?vs. 
H   2 
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XXII. 

But  thofe  two  other,  which  befide  them  flood. 
Were  Britomart^  and  gentle  ScudamouVy 
Who  all  the  while  beheld  their  wrathful  mood. 
And  wondred  at  their  implacable  ftoure, 
Whofe  like  they  never  faw  till  that  fame  houre. 
So  dreadful  ftrokes  each  did  at  other  drive. 
And  laid  on  load  with  all  their  might  and  powre^ 
As  if  that  every  dint  the  ghoft  would  rive 

Out  of  their  wretched  corfes,  and  their  lives  deprive. 

XXIII. 

As  when  Baft  Molus  in  great  difpleafure, 
For  lofs  of  his  dear  Love  by  Neptune  hent. 
Sends  forth  the  winds  out  of  his  hidden  treafure,^ 
Upon  the  fea  to^  wreak  his  fell  intent ; 
They  breaking  forth  with  rude  unruliment. 
From  all  four  parts  of  heaven  do  rage  full  forCy 
And  tofs  the  deeps,  and  tear  the  ftrmament, 
And  all  the  v/orld  confound  with  \v^de  uprore. 

As  if  inftead  thereof,  they  Chaos  would  reftore. 
XXIV. 

Caufe  of  tsheir  difeord,  and  fo  fell  debate^ 
Was  for  the  love  of  that  fame  fnowy  maid, 
V7hom  they  had  lofi:  in  tarneyment  of  late  ; 
And  feeking  long  to  wees  which  way  fhe  ftraid^ 
Met  here  together  :  where  through  lewd  upbraid 
Of  Ate  and  Duejfa  they  fell  out ; 
And  each  one  taking,  part  in  otliers  aid. 
This  cruel  conflid:  raifed  thereabous, 

Whofe  dangerous  fuccefs  depended  yet  in  doubt. 

XXV. 

For  fometimes  Paridell  and  Blanda?nour 

The  better  had,  and  beat  the  others  back  ; 
Eftfoons  the  others  did  the  field  recour. 
And  on  their  foes  did  work  full  cruel  wrack  r 
Yet  neither  would  their  fiend-like  fury  flack, 
:  But  evermore  their  malice  did  augment ; 
Till  that  uneath  they  forced  were  for  lack 
Of  breath,  their  rageing  rigour  to  relent. 

And  reft  themielvesj  for  to  recover  fpirits  fpent» 
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XXVI. 

There  'gan  they  change  their  fides,  and  new  parts  take  i 
For  Paridell  did  take  to  Druons  fide, 
For  old  defpight,  which  now  forth  newly  brake 
'Gainfl  Blandamour,  whom  always  heenvide: 
And  Blandamour  to  Ciaribell  relide. 
So  all  afrcfh  'gan  former  fight  renew  : 
As  when  two  barks,  this  carried  with  the  tide. 
That  with  the  wind,  contrary  courfes  'fue, 

if  wind  and  tide  do  change,  their  courfes  change  anew. 

XXVIL 

Thenceforth,  they  much  more  furioufly  'gan  fare. 
As  if  but  then  the  battle  had  begun ; 
Ne  helmets  bright,  ne  hawberks  ftrong  did  fpare. 
That  through  the  clifts  the  vermeil  blood  out  fpun. 
And  all  adown  their  riven  fides  did  run. 
Such  mortal  malice,  wonder  was  to  fee 
In  friends  profeil,  and  fo  great  outrage  done : 
But  footh  is  faid,  and  tride  in  each  degree. 

Faint  friends  when  they  fall  out  moft  cruel  foemen  be* 

XXVIII. 

Thus  they  long  Vv'hile  continued  in  fight. 
Till  Scudamour,  and  that  fame  Briton  maid. 
By  fortune  in  that  place  did  chance  to  light : 
Whom  Ibon  as  they  v/ith  wrathful  eye  bewraid. 
They  'gan  remember  of  the  foul  upbraid. 
The  which  that  Britonefs  had  to  them  done. 
In  that  late  turney  for  the  fnowy  maid  ; 
Where  (he  had  them  both  lliamefully  fordone. 

And  eke  the  famous  prize  of  beauty  from  them  won, 

XXIX. 

Eftfoons  all  burning  with  a  frefli  defire 
Of  fell  revenge,  in  their  malicious  mood, 
They  from  themfelves  'gan  turn  their  furious  ire. 
And  cruel  blades  yet  fleaming  with  hot  blood, 
Againft  thofe  two  let  drive,  as  they  were  wood  : 
Who  wondring  much  at  that  fo  fudden  fit, 
Yet  nought  difmaid,  them  ftoutly  well  withllood  i 
Ne  yielded  foot,  ne  once  aback  did  flit. 

But  being  doubly  fmitten,  likewife  doubly  fmit, 

H  3 
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XXX. 

The"  warlike  Dame  was  on  her  part  afTaid 
Of  ClariheU  and  Blandamotir  attone  ; 
And  Paridell  and  Dritcn  fiercely  laid 
A.t  Scudamour,  both  his  profeffed  fone. 
Four  charged  two,  and  two  furcharged  one  : 
Yet  did  thofe  two  themrdyes  fo  bravely  bear. 
That  th*other  little  gained  by  the  lone. 
But  with  their  own  repayed  duely  were. 

And  ufury  withall:  llich  gain  was  gotten  dear. 

XXXI. 

Full  oftentimes  did  Britcmart  aflfay 

To  fpeak  to  them,  and  fome  emparlance  move  j 
But  they  for  nought  their  cruel  hands  would  ftays 
Ne  lend  an  ear  to  ought  that  might  behove. 
As  when  an  eager  maftiff  once  doth  prove. 
The  tafte  of  blood  of  fome  engored  bead, 
Ko  words  may  rate,  nor  rigour  him  remove 
From  greedy  hold  of  that  his  bloody  feail : 

So  little  did  they  hearken  to  her  fweet  bcheaft. 

XXXIL  ■ 

Whom  when  the  Briton  Prince  afar  beheld 
With  odds  of  fo  unequal  match  oppreft, 
Fiis  mighty  heart  v/ith  indignation  fweliJ, 
And  inward  grudge  fili*d  his  heroick  breafl: : 
Eftfoons  him,felf  he  to  their  aid  addrefl  \ 
And  thrufting  fierce  into  the  thickevt  preace. 
Divided  them,  however  loth  to  reft. 
And  would  them  fain  from  battle  to  furceafe. 

With  gentle  words  perfuading  them  to  friendly  peace. 

XXXIII. 

But  they  fo  far  from  peace  or  patience  were, 
That  all  attonce  at  him  'gan  fiercely  fly. 
And  lay  on  lo^d,  as  they  him  down  would  bear  j 
Like  to  a  ftorm,  which  hovers  under  Iky 
Long  here  and  there,  and  round  about  doth  Ptie, 
At  length  breaks  down  in  rain,  and  hail,   and  fleet, 
Firfl  trom  one  coaff,  till  nought  thereof  be  dry  i 
And  then  another,  till  that  likewifc  fleet ; 

And  fo  from  fide  to  0de,  till  all  the  world  it  weet. 
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XXXIV. 

But  now  their  forces  greatly  were  decay'd'. 
The  Prince  yet  being  frefh  untoucht  afore  •, 
Who  them  with  fpeeches  mild  'gan  firft  diflliade 
From  fuch  foul  outrage,  and  them  long  forbore  : 
Till  feeing  them  through  fufFrance  heartned  more, 
Himfelf  he  bent  their  furies  to  abate  : 
And  laid  at  them  fo  fliarply  and  fo  fore. 
That  Iliortly  them  compelled  to  retrate. 

And  being  brought  in  danger,  to  relent  too  late. 

XXXV. 

But  now  his  courage  being  throughly  fir'd, 

He  meant  to  make  them  know  their  follies  prife. 

Had  not  thofe  two  him  inftantly  defir'd 

T'  aiTuage  his  wrath,  and  pardon  their  mefprife» 

At  whofe  requeft  he  'gan  himfelf  advife 

To  flay  his  hand,  and  of  a  truce  to  treat 

In  milder  terms,  as  lift  them  to  devife  : 

*Mongft  which,  the  caufe  of  their  fo  cruel  heat 

He  did  them  alk  :  who  all  that  paffed  'gan  repeat  •, 
XXXVI. 

And  told  at  large,  how  that  fame  errant  Knight, 
To  weet,  fair  Britomart^  them  late  had  foil'd 
In  open  turney,  and  by  wrongful  fight. 
Both  of  their  publick  praife  had  them  defpoil'd. 
And  alfo  of  their  private  Loves  beguii'd  j 
Of  two,  full  hard  to  read  the  harder  theft. 
But  fhe  that  wrongful  challenge  foon  aflbil'd. 
And  ihew'd  that  flie  had  not  that  Lady  reft 

(As  they  iuppos'dj  but  her  had  to  her  liking  left. 
XXXVII. 

To  whom,  the  Prince  thus  goodly  well  replide  ; 
Certes,  Sir  Knight,  ye  feemen  much  to  blame. 
To  rip  up  wrong,  that  battle  once  hath  tride  -, 
Wherein  the  honour  both  of  arms  ye  fhame. 
And  eke  the  love  of  Ladies  foul  defame  ; 
To  whom  the  world  this  franchife  ever  yielded, 
That  of  their  Loves  choice  they  might  freedom  claim^ 
And  in  that  right,  fnould  by  all  Knights  be  Ihielded  : 

'Gainfl  v/hich  me  feems  this  war  ye  wrongfully  have 

H  4  [.wielded^ 
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xxxviir. 

And  yet,  quoth  Ilie,  a  greater  wrong  remains  : 
For  I  thereby  my  former  Love  have  loft ; 
Whom  feeking  ever  fince  with  endlefs  pain?. 
Hath  me  much  forrow  and  much  travel  coft . 
Ay  me !  to  fee  that  gentle  maid  fo  toft. 
But  Scudamour  then  fighing  deep,  thus  faid  ; 
Certes  her  lofs  ought  me  to  forrow  moft, 
Whofe  right  fhe  is,  wherever  fhe  be  ftraid. 

Through  many  perils  won,  and  many  fortunes  waid. 
XXXIX. 

For  from  the  firft  that  I  her  love  profeft. 
Unto  this  hour,  this  prefent  lucklefs  hour, 
I  never  joyed  happinefs  nor  reft  ; 
But  thus  turmoil'd  from  one  to  other  ftour, 
I  wafte  my  life,  and  do  my  days  devour 
In  wretched  anguifh,  and  inceflant  woe, 
'Pafling  the  meafure  ol  my  feeble  pov/re. 
That  living  thus,  a  wretch,  and  loving  fo, 

I  neither  can  my  Love,  ne  vet  my  life  forgo. 

XL. 

7'hen  good  Sir  Clarihell  him  thus  befpake  j 
Now  were  it  not  Sir  Scudamour  to  you 
Diflikeful  pain,  fo  fad  a  tafl<  to  take. 
Mote  we  entreat  you,  fith  this  gentle  crew 
Is  now  fo  well  accorded  all  anew  ; 
That  as  we  ride  together  on  our  way. 
Ye  will  recount  to  us  in  order  due 
All  that  adventure,  which  ye  did  aftay 

For  that  fair  Ladies  love  :  paft  perils  well  apay. 

XLL 

So  *gan  the  reft  him  likewife  to  require ; 
But  Britemart  did  him  importune  hard, 
To  take  on  him  that  pain  :  whofe  great  defire 
He  glad  to  fatisfie,  himfelf  prepar'd 
To  tell  through  what  misfortune  he  had  far'd. 
In  that  atchievement,  as  to  him  befell  : 
And  all  thofe  dangers  unto  them  declar'd  : 
:  Which  fith  they  cannot  in  this  canto  well 

Comprifed  be,  I  will  them  in  another  tell.  ^ 
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CANTO     X. 

Scudamour  doth  his  conqiiejl  tell 

Of  virtuous  Amoret : 
Great  Venus  temple  is  defcriVd^ 

And  lovers  life  forth  fet. 

L 

True  he  it  fald,  whatever  man  it  faid. 
That  Love  with  gall  and  hony  doth  abound : 
But  if  the  one  be  with  the  other  weigh'd. 
For  every  dram  of  hony  therein  found, 
A  pound  of  gall  doth  over  it  redound. 
That  1  too  true  by  trial  have  approved  : 
For  fince  the  day  that  firft  with  deadly  wound 
My  heart  was  launc'd,  and  learned  to  have  lov*d, 

I  never  joyed  hour,  but  ftill  with  care  was  mov*d. 

II. 

And  yet  fuch  grace  is  given  them  from  above. 
That  all  the  cares  and  evil  which  they  meet. 
May  nought  a,t  all  their  fettled  minds  remove. 
But  feem  'gainft  common  ienfe  to  them  moil  fweet^ 
As  boafting  in  their  martyrdom  unmeet. 
So  all  chat  ever  yet  I  have  endur'd, 
I  count  as  nought,  and  tread  down  under  feet, 
Sith  of  my  Love  at  length  I  reft  affur'd, 

That  to  difloyalty  ihe  will  not  be  allur'd. 

III. 

Long  were  to  tell  the  travel  and  long  toil. 

Through  which  this  Ihield  of  love  I  late  have  won. 
And  purchafed  this  peerlefs  beauties  fpoil. 
That  harder  may  be  ended,  than  begun. 
But  fmce  ye  fo  defire,  your  will  be  done. 
Then  heark,  ye  gentle  Knights  and  Ladies  free. 
My  hard  mifhaps,  that  ye  may  learn  to  fhun  ; 
For  though  fweet  love  to  conquer  glorious  be. 

Yet  is  the  pain  thereof  much  greater  than  the  fee» 
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IV. 

^Iiat  time  the  fame  of  this  renowned  prife 
Flew  firfb  abroad,  and  all  mens  ears  poITefl, 
I  having  arms  then  taken,  'gan  avife 
To  win  me  honour  by  fome  noble  geft, 
And  purchafe  me  fome  place  amongft  the  befl. 
I  boldly  thought  (To  young  mens  thoughts  are  bold) 
That  this  fame  brave.emprize  for  me  did  reft. 
And  that  both  fhield,  and  fhe  whom  I  behold, 

Might  be  my  lucky  lot:  fith  all  by  lot  we  hold. 

V. 

So  on  that  hard  adventure  forth  I  went, ' 
And  to  the  place  of  peril  fhortly  came  : 
That  was  a  temple  fair  and  ancient, 
.Which  of  great  mother  Vemts  bare  the  name. 
And  far  renowned  through  exceeding  fame  ; 
Much  more  than  that  which  was  in  Paphos  built. 
Or  that  in  Cyprus  (both,  long  fince  tliis  fame,) 
Though  all  the  pillours  of  the  one  were  gilt, 

Ancl  all  the  others  pavement  were  with  ivory  fpilt. 

VI. 

And  it  was  feated  in  an  ifland  ftrong. 
Abounding  all  with  delices  moft  rare, 
And^wali'd  by  nature  'gainft  invaders  wrong. 
That  none  mote  have  accefs,  nor  inward  fare. 
But  by  one  way  that  paffage  did  prepare. 
It  was  a  bridge  ybuik  in  goodly  wife. 
With  curious  corbs,  and  pendants  graven  fair. 
And  (arched  all  with  porches)  did  arife 

On  ftately  pillours  fram'd  after  the  Dorick  guife. 

VII. 

And  for  defence  thereof,  on  th'other  end 
There  reared  was  a  caftle  fair  and  ftrong. 
That  warded  all  which  in  or  out  did  wend. 
And  flanked  both  the  bridges  fides  along, 
'Gainft  all  that  would  it  lain  to  force  or  wrong. 
And  therein  wonned  twenty  vahant  Knights  : 
All  twenty  trlde  in  wars  experience  long  ; 
Whofe  office  was,  againft  all  manner  wights. 

By  all  means  to  maintain  that  gaftles  ancient  rights,      /, 
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VIII. 

Before  that  caflle  was  an  open  plain, 

And  in  the  midft  thereof  a  pillour  plac'd  ; 

On  which  this  fhield,  of  many  fought  in  vain, 

The  lloield  of  Love,  whofe  guerdon  me  hath  grac'd. 

Was  hang'd  on  high,  with  golden  ribbands  lac'd ; 

And  in  the  marble  Hone  was  written  this, 

V/ith  golden  letters  goodly  well  enchac'dj 

BkJJed  the  man  that  well  can  ufe  this  blifs : 

Whoje  ever  be  the  Jhield,  fair  Amoret  be  his. 

IX. 

Which  when  I  read,  my  heart  did  inly  yearn. 
And  pant  with  hope  of  that  adventures  hap  i 
Ne  flayed  further  news  thereof  to  learn. 
But  with  my  fpear  upon  the  Ihield  did  rap. 
That  all  the  caftle  ringed  with  the  clap. 
Straight  forth  iilti'd  a  Knight  all  arm'd  to  proof. 
And  bravely  mounted  to  his  moft  mishap  : 
Who  ftaying  nought  to  queftion  from  aloof, 

Ran  fierce  at  me,  that  fire  glaunft  from  his  horfes  hoof 

X. 

Whom  boldly  I  encountred  (as  I  couldj 
And  by  good  fortune  lliortly  him  unfeated. 
Efcfoons  out  fprung  two  more  of  equal  mould; 
But  I  them  both  with  equal  hap  defeated  : 
So  all  the  twenty  I  like  wife  entreated. 
And  hit  them  groaning  there  upon  the  plain. 
Then  preacing  to  the  pillour  I  repeated 
The  read  thereof  for  guerdon  of  my  pain. 

And  taking  dov/n  the  fhield,  with  me  did  it  retain. 

XI. 

So  forth  without  impediment  I  pafi, 
Till  to  the  bridges  outer  gate  I  came : 
The  which  I  found  fure  lockt  and  chained  faf^. 
I  knockt,  but  no  man  anfwer'd  me  by  name  , 
I  caird,  but  no  man  anfwer'd  to  my  claim^ 
Yet  I  perfever'd  iiill  to  knock  and  call ; 
Till  at  the  lafl  I  fpide  within  the  fame, 
Vv^here  one  flood  peeping  through  a  crevis  fmall; " 

Tq  whqnij  c^lldalwd,  half  angry  therewithal!. 
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XII. 

That  was  to  weet,  the  Porter  of  the  place. 

Unto  whofe  truft  the  charge  thereof  was  lent ; 

His  name  was  Douht^  that  had  a  double  face, 

Th'one  forward  looking,  th'other  backward  bent. 

Therein  refembling  Janus  ancient, 

"Which  had  in  charge  the  ingate  of  the  year: 

And  evereiorehis  eyes  about  him  went. 

As  if  fome  proved  peril  he  did  fear, 

Or  did  mifdoubt  fome  ill,  whofe  caufe  did  not  appear. 

XIII. 

On  th'  one  fide  he,  on  th'  other  fate  Delay, 
Behind  the  gate,  that  none  her  might  efpy  -, 
Whofe  manner  was  all  palTengers  to  flay. 
And  entertain  with  her  occafions  fly  ; 
Through  which  fome  loft  great  hope  unheedily. 
Which  never  they  recover  might  again  -, 
And  others  quite  excluded  forth,  did  lye 
Long  languilliing  there  in  unpitied  pain, 

And  feeking  often  entrance,  afterwards  in  vain. 

XIV. 

Me  whenas  he  had  privily  efpide. 

Bearing  the  fhield  which  I  had  conquer'd  late, 
He  kend  it  ftraight,  and  to  n\Q  open'd  wide. 

-    So  in  I  paft,  and  ftraight  he  clos'd  the  gate. 
But  being  in,  Delay  in  clofe  await 
Caught  hold  on  me,  and  thought  my  fteps  to  ftay. 
Feigning  full  many  a  fond  excufe  to  prate. 
And  time  to  fteal  the  treafure  of  mans  day  •, 

Whofe  fmalleft  minute  loft,  no  riches  render  may. 

XV. 

But  by  no  means  my  way  I  v/ould  forflow. 
For  ought  that  ever  fhe  could  do  or  fay  ; 
But  from  my  lofty  fteed  difmounting  low, 
Paft  forth  on  foot,  beholding  all  the  way 
The  goodly  works,  and  ftones  of  rich  affay, 
Caft  into  fundry  ftiapes  by  wondrous  fkill, 
(That  like  on  earth  no  where  I  reckon  may) 
And  underneath,  the  river  rolling  ftill 

With  murmur  foft,  that  feem'd  to  fervethe  workmans  will/ 
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XVI. 

Thence,  forth  I  pafled  to  the  fecond  gate. 
The  Gate  of  good  defer t^  whofe  goodly  pride 
And  coftly  frame,  were  long  here  to  relate. 
The  fame  to  all  flood  always  open  wjde  : 
But  Tnliie  porch  did  evermore  abide 
An  hideous  Giant,  dreadful!  to  behold. 
That  ftopt  the  entrance  with  his  fpacious  ftride^ 
And  with  the  terrour  of  his  countenance  bold 

Full  many  did  affray,  that  elfe  fain  enter  would. 

XVII. 

His  name  was  Danger,  dreaded  over  ail. 

Who  day  and  night  did  watch  and  duly  v/ard. 
From  fearful!  cowards,  entrance  to  foreftall^ 
And  faint-heart  fools,  whom  lliew  of  peril  hard 
Could  terrifie  from  Fortunes  fair  award  : 
For  oftentimes,  faint  hearts,  at  firfl  efpial 
Of  his  grim  face,  were  from  approaching  fcar'd  5 
Unworthy  they  of  grace,  whom  one  denial 

Excludes  from  faireft  hope,  withouten  further  trial, 

XVIII. 

Yet  many  doughty  warriours,  often  tride 
In  greater  perils  to  be  flout  anci  bold, 
Durfl  not  the  fternnefs  of  his  looli  abide; 
But  foon  as  they  his  eount'nance  did  behold^ 
Began  to  faint,  and  feel  their  courage  cold. 
Again,  fome  other,  that  in  hard  aflays 
Were  cowards  known,  and  little  cu-unt  di6  hold^ 
Either  through  gifts,  or  guile,  or  fuch  like  ways^ 

Crept  m  by  flooping  low:  or  ilealing  of  the  kays. 

XIX. 

But  I  though  meanefl  man  of  many  mo'ee, 

'     Yet  much  difdeigning  unto  him  to  lout. 
Or  creep  between  his  legs,  fo  in  to  go, 
Refolv'd  him  to  affault  with  manhood  flour. 
And  either  beat  him  in,  or  cafi:  him  out. 
Ettfoons  advancing  that  enchanted  fnield. 
With  all  my  might  I  'gan  to  lay  about: 
Which  when  he  faw,  the  glave  which  he  did  wiel 
He  'ga.n  forthwith  t'avale,  and  way  unto  me  yield. 
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XX.  i 

So  as  I  entred,  i  did  backward  look. 

For  fear  of  harm,  that  might  Jie  hidden  there  ; 
And  lo,  his  hind-pares  (whereof  heed  I  took) 
Much  more  deformed  fearfull  ugly  v/ere. 
Than  all  his  former  parts  did  earft  appear. 
For  hatred,  murther,  treafon,  and  defpight. 
With  many  more,  lay  in  ambufhment  there. 
Awaiting  to  entrap  the  warelefs  wight, 
Wliich  did  not  them  prevent  with  vigilant  forefight. 

XXI. 
Thus  having  pail  all  perill,  I  was  come 
Within  the  compafs  of  that  iflands  fpace  ; 
The  which  did  leem  unto  my  fimple  doom,  . 
The  only  pleafant  and  delightful  place. 
That  ever  troden  was  of  footings  trace. 
For  all  that  nature  by  her  mother  wit. 
Could  frame  in  earth,  and  form  of  fubftance  bafej 
Was  there  ;  and  all  that  nature  did  omit. 
Art  Cplaying  fecond  natures  part)  fupplyed  it. 

XXII. 
No  tree,  that  is  of  count,  in  green-wood  grows. 
From  loweft  Juniper  to  Cedar  tall ; 
No  fiowre  in  field,  that  dainty  odour  throws. 
And  decks  his  branch  with  bloffoms  over  all. 
But  there  was  planted  or  grew  naturall : 
Nor  fenfe  of  man  fo  coy  and  curious  nice. 
But  there  mote  find  to  pleafe  it  felf  withall  j 
Nor  heart  could  wifn  for  any  queint  device. 
But  there  it  prefent  was  and  did  trail  fenfe  entice, 

XXIII. 
In  fuch  luxurious  plenty  of  all  pleafure. 
It  feem'd  a  fecond  paradife  I  guefs. 
So  lavifhly  enricht  v/ith  natures  treafure. 
That  if  the  happy  fouls,  which  do  poiTefs 
Th'  Elyfian  fields,  and  live  in  lading  blefs, 
Should  happen  this  with  living  eye  to  fee, 
They  foon  would  loath  their  lefTer  happinefs. 
And  wifh  to  life  return'd  again  to  be. 
That  in  this  joyous  place  they  mote  have  jotyance  fred' 
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XXIV. 

Frefh  Iliadows,  fit  to  fhroud  from  funny  ray  ; 
Fair  lawns,  to  take  the  fun  in  feafon  due; 
Sweet  fprings,  in  which  a  thoufand  Nymphs  did  play  j 
Soft  rumbhng  brooks,  that  gentle  (lumber  drew^i- 
High  reared  mounts,  the  lands  about  to  view  ;    '^ 
Low  looking  dales,  difioign'd  from  common  gaze  > 
Delightful  bowrs,  to  folace  Jovers  true  j 
Falfe  labyrinths,  fond  runners  eyes  to.  daze  ; 

All  which  by  nature  made,  did  nature  felf  amaze, 

XXV. 

And  all  without  were  walks  and  alleys  dight. 
With  diverfe  trees,  enrang'd  in  even  ranks  5 
And  here  and  there  were  pleafant  arbours  pight^ 
And  fhady  feats,  and  fundry  flowring  banks. 
To  fit  and  reft  the  walkers  weary  flianks  : 
And  therein  thoufand  pairs  of  Lovers  walkt, 
Praifing  their  God,  and  yielding  him  great  thanksy 
Ne  ever  ought  but  of  their  true  Loves  talkt,  " 

Ne  ever  for  rebuke  or  blame  of  any  baikt. 

XXVI. 

A.  11  thefe  together  by  themfelves  did  fport 

Their  fpotlefs  pleafures,  and  fweet  loves  content. 
But  far  away  from  thefe  another  fort  ..    -     '. 

Of  lovers  linked  in  true  hearts  confent: 
Which  loved  not  as  thefe,  for  like  intent. 
But  on  chafte  vertue  grounded  their  defire. 
Far  from  all  fraud,  or  feigned  blandiflimentj 
Which  in  their  fpirits  kindling  zealous  fire, 

Brave  thoughts  and  noble  deeds  did  evermore  afpir^, 
XXVII. 

Such  were  great //^r^zz/c-j,  and /i/vZ(2^  dear ; 
True  Jonathan,  and  David  trufty  tride; 
Stout  "Thejeiis,  and  Pirithous  his  fear  ^ 
Pylades;  and  Orejles  by  his  fide  ; 
Mild  2"?V«j,  and  Gefippus  without  pride  : 
Damon^  and  Pythias,  whom  death  could  not  fever  r 
All  thefe,  and  all  that  ever  had  been  ty'd 
In  bands  of  friendfl:iip,  there  did  live  for  ever  % 

Whole  lives,  although  decay'd,  yet  loves. decayed  never^ 
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XXVIII. 

Which  whenas  I,  that  never  tailed  blifs. 
Nor  happy  hour,  beheld  with  gazefall  eye, 
1  thought  there  was  none  other  heaven  than  this  ; 
And  'gan  there  endlefs  happinefs  envy. 
That  being  free  from  fear  and  jealoufie. 
Might  frankly  there  their  loves  defire  pcfTefs, 
Whilft  I,  through  pains  and  perlous  jeopardy, 
Was  forc'd  to  feek  my  lifes  dear  patronefs  :       [ftrefs. 

Much  dearer  be  the  things,  which  come  through  hard  di- 

XXIX. 

Yet  all  thofe  fights,  and  all  that  elfe  I  faw. 

Might  not  my  fteps  withhold,  but  that  forthright 
Unto  that  purpos'd  place  I  did  me  draw. 
Whereas  my  Love  was  lodged  day  and  night  : 
The  temple  of  great  Vemis^  that  is  hight 
The  Queen  of  beauty,  and  of  Love  the  mother. 
There  worfhipped  of  every  living  wight ; 
Whole  goodly  workmanfhip  far  paft  all  other 

That  ever  were  on  earth,  all  were  they  fet  together, 

XXX. 

Not  that  fame  famous  temple  of  Bianey 
Whofe  height  all  Ephefus  did  over-fee. 
And  which  all  Afia  fought  with  vows  profane. 
One  of  the  worlds  feven  wonders  faid  to  be, 
Might  match  with  this  by  many  a  degree : 
Nor  that,  which  that  wife  King  oi  Je-wry  fram'd. 
With  endlefs  coil,  to  be  th'Aimighty's  fee  : 
Nor  all  that  elfe  through  all  the  world  is  nam'd 

To  all  the  Heathen  Gods,  might  like  to  this  be  ciaim'd, 

XXXI. 

I  much  admiring  that  fo  goodly  frame, 

Unto  the  porch  approacht,  which  open  flood j 

But  therein  fate  an  amiable  Dame, 

That  feem'd  to  be  of  very  fober  mood. 

And  in  her  femblant  ihew'd  great  womanhood, 

Strange  was  her  tire  j  for  on  her  head  a  crown 

She  wore,  much  like  unto  a  Danijk  hood, 

Poudred  with  pearl  and  ilone;  and  all  her  gown 

,  Enwoven  was  with  gold,  ;hat  raught  full  low  adown, 
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XXXII. 

On  either  fide  of  her,  two  young  men  flood. 
Both  ftrongly  arm'd,  as  fearing  one  another ; 
Yet  were  they  brethren  both  of  half  the  blood. 
Begotten  by  two  fathers  of  one  mother. 
Though  of  contrary  natures  each  to  other  : 
The  one  of  them  hight  Love,  the  other  Hate. 
Hate  was  the  elder.    Love  the  younger  brother  5 
Yet  was  the  younger  ftronger  in  his  ftate 

Than  th'  eider,  and  him  mailtred  ftill  in  all  debate. 

XXXIII. 

Nath'lefs,  that  Dame  fo  well  them  tempred  both. 
That  fhe  them  forced  hand  to  join  in  hand, 
Albe  that  Hatred  was  thereto  full  loth. 
And  turn'd  his  face  away,  as  he  did  (land, 
Unwilling  to  behold  that  lovely  band. 

;     Yet  fhe  was  of  fuch  grace  and  vertuous  might, 
That  her  commandment  he  could  not  withftand. 
But  bit  his  lip  for  felqnous  defpight. 

And  gnafht  his  iron  tuflcs  at  that  difpleafing  fight. 
XXXIV. 

Concord  fhe  cleeped  was  in  common  read, 

Mother  of  blefTed  Peace,  and  Friend/hip  true  ; 
They  both  her  twins,  both  born  of  heavenly  feed. 
And  fhe  herfelf  likewife  divinely  grew  ; 
The  which  right  well  her  works  divine  did  fiiew : 
For  ftrength,  and  wealth,  and  happinefs  fhe  lends. 
And  flrife,  and  war,  and  anger  does  fubdue  : 
Of  little  much,  of  foes  (he  maketh  friends. 

And  to  afflid:ed  minds,  fweet  reft  and  quiet  fends. 

XXXV. 

By  her  the  heaven  is  in  his  courfe  contain'd. 
And  all  the  world  in  ftate  unmoved  ftands. 
As  their  Almighty  maker  firft-  ordain'd. 
And  bound  them  with  inviolable  bands  ; 
Eife  would  the  waters  overflow  the  lands, 
' ;      And  fire  devour  the  air,  and  Hell  them  quight. 
But  that  fhe  holds  them  with  her  bleflcd  hands. 
She  is  the  nurfe  of  pleafure  and  delight. 

And  unto  Venus  grace  the  gate  doth  open  right. 
Vol.  II.  I 
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XXXVI. 

By  her  I  e'ntring,  half  difmayed  was ; 
But  (he  in  gentle  wife  me  entertain'd. 
And  twixt  her  felf  and  Love  did  let  me  pafs  : 
But  Hatred  would  my  entrance  have  reftrain'd. 
And  with  his  club  me  threatned  to  have  brain'd. 
Had  not  the  Lady,  with  her  powreful  fpeech. 
Him  from  his  wicked  will  uneath  refrain'd; 
And  th'  other  eke  his  malice  did  empeach. 

Till  I  was  throughly  paft  the  peril  of  his  reach. 

xxxvn. 

Into  the  inmofl  temple  thus  I  came, 

Which  fuming  all  with  frankincenfe  I  found. 

And  odours  rifing  from  the  altars  flame. 

Upon  an  hundred  marble  pillours  round. 

The  roof  up  high  was  reared  from  the  ground. 

All  deckt  with  crowns,  and  chains,  and  girlonds  gay^ , 

And  thoufand  pretious  gifts  worth  many  a  pound. 

The  which  fad  Lovers  for  their  vows  did  pay ;    [May. 

And  all  the  ground  was  ftrow'd  with  fiowrcs  as  frefli  as 
XXXVIII. 

An  hundred  altars  round  about  were  fet, 
AH  flaming  with  their  facrifices  fire. 
That  with  the  fleam  thereof  the  temple  fwet, 
Which  roU'd  in  clouds,  to  heaven  did  afpire. 
And  in  them  bore  true  Lovers  vows  entire  : 
And  eke  an  hundred  brafen  cauldrons  bright;, 
To  bathe  in  joy  and  amorous  defire. 
Every  of  which  was  to  a  damzel  hight; 

For  all  the  Priefts  were  damzels,  in  fott  linnen  di^hr. 
XXXIX. 

Right  in  the  midtt  the  Goddefs  felf  did  Hand, 
Upon  an  altar  of  fome  coftly  mafs, 
Whofe  fubflance  was  uneath  to  underftand  : 
For  neither  pretious  fl;one,  nor  dureful  braf?^ 
Nor  fhining  gold,  nor  mouldring  clay  it  was  j 
But  much  more  rare  and  pretious  to  efteem, 
Pure  in  afpetft,  and  like  to  chryftal  glafs. 
Yet  glafs  was  not,  if  one  did  rightly  deem  ;, 

But  being  fair  and  brickJ.e,  likeil  glafs  did  feeni,' 
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XL. 

But  it  in  Hiape  and  beauty  did  excell 
All  other  idols  which  th'  heathen  adore, 
Far  paffing  that,  which  by  furpaffing  fkill 
Phidias  did  make  in  Paphos  Ifle  of  yore, 
With  which  that  wretched  Greek  that  life  forlore, 
Did  fall  in  love  :  yet  this  much  fairer  fhin'd, 
But  cover'd  with  a  flender  veil  afore ; 
And  both  her  feet  and  legs  together  twin'd 
Were  with  a  fnakcjwhofe  head  and  taiivvere  faft  combin'd-, 

XLI. 
The  caufe  why  fhe  was  cover'd  with  a  veil. 

Was  hard  to  know,  for  that  her  Priefts  the  fame 
From  peoples  knowledge  laboured  to  conceal. 
But  footh  it  was  not  fure  for  v/omanifh  fhame. 
Nor  any  blemiih  which  the  work  mote  blame ; 
But  for  (they  fay)  fhe  hath  both  kinds  in  one. 
Both  male  and  female,  both  under  one  name : 
She  fire  and  mother  is  her  {t\i  alone ; 
Begets,  and  eke  conceives,  ne  needeth  other  none^ 

XLII. 
And  all  about  her  neck  and  Ihoulders  flew 

A  flock  of  little  Loves,  and  Sports,  and  Joys, 
With  nimble  wings  of  gold  and  purple  hue ; 
Whofe  fhapes  feem'd  not  like  to  terreftrial  boySj 
But  like  to  Angels  playing  heavenly  toys  ; 
The  whilft  their  elder  brother  was  away, 
Cupid^  their  eldeft  brother ;  he  enjoys 
The  wide  kingdom  of  Love  with  lordly  fwayj 
j  And  to  his  law  compels  all  creatures  to  obey. 
I  XLIII. 

!  And  all  about  her  altar,  fcatt'red  lay 
jj      Great  forts  of  Lovers  piteoully  complaining; 
Some  of  their  lofs,  fome  of  their  Loves  delay. 
Some  of  their  pride,  fome  paragons  difdaining. 
Some  fearing  fraud, fome  fraudulently  feigning, 
As  every  one  had  caufe  of  good  or  ill. 
I      Amongfl  the  re{t,fome  one  through  loves  conftraining 
!      Tormented  fgre,  could  not  contain  it  ftill, 
\  But  thus  brake  forth,  that  all  the  temple  it  did  iill  j 

I  I    2 
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XLIV. 

Sreat  Venus^  Queen  of  beauty  and  of  grace. 
The  joy  of  Gods  and  men,  that  under  fky 
Doft  faireft  fhine,  and  moil  adorn  thy  place. 
That  with  thy  fmiling  look  doft  pacify 
The  raging  feas,  and  mak'ft  the  ftorms  to  fly  : 
Thee  Goddefs,  thee  the  winds,  the  clouds  do  fear. 
And  when  thou  fpredft  thy  mantle  forth  on  high. 
The  waters  play,  and  pleafant  lands  appear, 

And  heavens  laugh,  and  all  the  world  lliews  joyous  chear. 

XLV. 

Then  doth  the  D^dale  earth  throw  forth  to  thee 
Out  of  her  fruitful  lap  abundant  fiowres  : 
And  then  all  living  wights,  foon  as  they  fee 
The  Spring  break  forth  out  of  his  lufty  bovves. 
They  all  do  learn  to  play  the  paramours  ; 
Firft  do  the  merry  birds,  thy  pretty  pages. 
Privily  pricked  with  thy  luftful  powres, 
Chirp  loud  to  thee  out  of  their  leafy  cages, 

And  thee  their  mother  call  to  cool  their  kindly  rages. 

XLVL 

Then  do  the  falvage  beafts  begin  to  play 

Their  pleafant  friflcs,  and  loath  their  wonted  food  : 
The  Lions  roax^  the  Tigers  loudly  bray. 
The  raging  Bulls  rebellow  through  the  wood. 
And  breaking  forth,  dare  tempt  the  deepeft  flood. 
To  come  where  thou  doft  draw  them  with  deflre  : 
So  ail  things  elfe,  that  nourifli  vital  blood, 
Soon  as  with  fury  thou  doft  them  infpire. 

In  generation  feek  to  quench  their  inward  Arc. 

XLVII. 

So  all  the  world  by  thee  at  firft  was  made. 
And  daily  yet  thou  doft  the  fame  repair : 
Ne  ought  on  earth  that  merry  is  and  glad, 
Ne  ought  on  earth  that  lovely  is  and  tair. 
But  thou  the  fame  for  pleafure  didft  prepare. 
Thou  art  the  root  of  all  thac  joyous  is, 
Great  God  of  men  and  women.  Queen  of  th*  air? 
Mother  of  laughter,  and  well-fpring  of  blifs, 

O  grant  that  of  my  Lo7e  at  laft  I  may  not  mils. 
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XLVIII. 

So  did  he  fay  :  but  I  with  murmur  foft. 
That  none  might  hear  the  forrow  of  my  heart. 
Yet  inly  groaning  deep  and  fighing  oft, 
Befought  her  to  grant  cafe  unto  my  fmart. 
And  to  my  wound  her  gracious  help  impart, 
Whilft  thus  I  fpake,  behold  with  happy  eye 
I  fpide,  where  at  the  idols  feet  apart 
A  bevy  of  fair  damzels  clofe  did  lie, 

Waiting  whenas  the  anthem  fhould  be  fung  on  high. 

XLIX. 

The  firft  of  them  did  feem  of  riper  years. 
And  graver  countenance  than  all  the  reft  ; 
Yet  all  the  reft  v/ere  eke  her  equal  peers. 
Yet  unto  her  obeyed  all  the  beft. 
Her  name  was  JVomanhood,  that  ftie  expreft 
By  her  fad  femblant  and  demeanure  wife  : 
For  ftedfaft  ftill  her  eyes  did  fixed  reft, 
Ne  rov'd  at  random  after  gazers  guife, 

Whofe  luring  baits  ofttimes  do  heedlefs  hearts  entife. 

L. 

And  next  to  her  fate  goodly  Shamefac^ dnefs ; 
Neever  durft  her  eyes  from  ground  uprear, 
Ne  ever  once  did  look  up  from  her  defs, 
As  if  fome  blame  of  evil  ftie  did  fear, 
That  in  her  cheeks  made  roles  oft  appear  : 
And  her  againft  fweet  Chearfulnefs  was  plac'd, 
Whofe  eyes  like  twinkling  ftars  in  evening  clear, 

j    Were  deckt  with  fmiles,  that  all  fad  humours  chac'd, 

And  darted  forth  delights,  the  which  her  goodly  grac'd. 

LI. 

And  next  to  her  fate  fober  Modejiy, 

Holding  her  hand  upon  her  gentle  heart  j 
And  her  againft  fate  comely  Courtefy, 
That  unto  every  perfon  knew  her  part  j 

\     And  her  before  was  feated  overthwart 
Soft  Silence^  and  fubmifs  Obedience, 

j     Both  linkt  together  never  to  difpart. 

Both  gifts  of  God  not  gotten  but  from  thence. 

Both  gitlonds  of  his  Saints  againft  their  foes  offence.. 
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LII. 

Thus  fate  they  all  around  in  feemly  rate  : 
And  in  the  midft  of  them  a  goodly  maid, 
Ev'n  in  the  lap  of  Womanhood  there  fate. 
The  which  was  all  in  lilly  white  arrayd. 
With  filver  ftreams  amongfh  the  linnen  ftraydj 
Like  to  the  Morn,  when  firft  her  fhining  face 
Hath  to  the  gloomy  world  it  felf  bewrayd  : 
That  fame  was  fairefl  Amoret  in  place. 

Shining  with  beauties  light,  and  heavenly  vertues  grace, 

LIII. 

[Whom  foon  as  I  beheld,  my  heart  'gan  throb,  ' 
And  wade  in  doubt,  what  beft  were  to  be  done: 
For  facriledge  me  feem'd  the  church  to  rob ; 
And  folly  feem'd  to  leave  the  thing  undone. 
Which  with  fo  ftrong  attempt  I  had  begun, 
Tho  fhaking  off  all  doubt  and  fhamefac'd  fear. 
Which  ladies  Love  I  heard  had  never  won 
'Mongft  men  of  worth,  1  to  her  ftepped  near. 

And  by  the  lilly  hand  her  labour'd  up  to  rear. 

LIV. 

Thereat  that  formof!:  matron  me  did  blame ; 
And  fliarp  rebuke,  for  being  over  bold  ; 
Saying  it  was  to  Knight  unfeemiy  fhame. 
Upon  a  reclufe  virgin  to  lay  hold. 
That  unto  Venus  fervices  was  fold. 
To  whom  I  thus  •,  Nay  but  it  fitteth  bed. 
For  Cupids  man  with  Venus  maid  to  hold  : 
;  For  ill  your  Goddefs  fervices  are  dreft 

By  virgins,  and  her  facrifices  let  to  reft. 

LV, 

With  that  my  fhield  I  forth  to  her  did  fliow. 
Which  all  that  while  I  clofely  had  concealdj 
On  which  when  Ctipid  with  his  killing  bow 
And  cruel  Ihafcs  emblazond  fhe  beheld. 
At  fight  thereof  fiie  was  with  terror  queld. 
And  faid  no  more  :  but  I  which  all  that  while 
The  pledge  of  faith,  her  hand  engaged  held. 
Like  wary  Hind  within  the  weedy  foil, 

J^or.  no  intreaty  would  forgo  fo  glorious  fpoiL 
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LVI. 

And  evermore  upon  the  Goddefs  face 

Mine  eye  was  fixt,  for  fear  of  her  offence : 
Whom  when  I  {aw  with  amiable  grace 
To  laugh  on  me,  and  favour  my  pretence, 
I  was  embolden'd  with  more  confidence : 
And  nought  for  nicenefs  nor  for  envy  fparing. 
In  prefence  of  them  all  forth  led  her  thence, 
All  looking  on,  and  like  aftonifht  flaring. 

Yet  to  lay  hand  of  her,  not  one  of  all  them  daring, 

Lvn. 

She  often  prayd,  and  often  me  befought, 
Sometime  with  tender  tears  to  let  her  go. 
Sometime  with  witching  fmiles :  but  yet  for  nought. 
That  ever  fhe  to  me  could  fay  or  do, 
Could  fhe  her  wifhed  freedom  from  me  woeg 
But  forth  I  led  her  through  the  temple  gate, 
By  which  I  hardly  pall  with  much  ado : 
But  that  fame  Lady  which  me  friended  late 

In  entrance:,  did  me  alfo  friend  in  my  retrste,. 

LVIII. 

No  lefs  did  Danger  threaten  me  with  dread, 
Whenas  he  faw  me,  maugre  all  his  powre^ 
That  glorious  fpoii  of  beauty  with  me  lead. 
Than  Cerberus ,  when  Orpheus  did  recoure 
His  Leman  from  the  Stygian  Princes  bowre» 
But  evermore  my  fhield  did  me  defend, 
Againft  the  ftorm  of  every  dreadful  ftoure  : 
Thus  fafely  with  my  Love  I  thence  did  v/end« 

So  ended  he  his  tale,  where  I  this  canto  end. 
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C  A  N  T  O    XI. 

Marinells  former  wound  is  heaVd, 

He  comes  to  Proteus  hall. 
Where  Thamis  doth  the  Medway  wed^ 

And  feajts  the  Sea-gods  alL 

I. 

ut  ah  for  pity !  that  I  have  thus  long 

Left  a  fair  Lady  languifhing  in  pain  : 
Now  well  away,  that  I  have  doen  fuch  wrong. 
To  let  fair  Florimell  in  bands  remain, 
In  bands  of  love,  and  in  fad  thraldroms  chain ; 
From  which  unlefs  fome  heavenly  powre  her  free 
By  miracle,  not  yet  appearing  plain. 
She  longer  yet  is  like  captiv'd  to  be  : 

That  ev'n  to  think  thereof,  it  inly  pities  me  : 

II. 

Here  need  you  to  remember,  how  erewhile 
Unlovely  Proteus-,  miffing  to  his  mind 
That  virgins  love  to  win  by  wit  or  wile 
Her  threw  into  a  dungeon  deep  and  blind. 
And  there  in  chains  her  cruelly  did  bind. 
In  hope  thereby  her  to  his  bent  to  draw  : 
For  whenas  neither  gifts  nor  graces  kind, 
Her  conftant  mind  could  move  at  all  he  faw. 

He  thought  her  to  compel  bv  cruelty  and  awe. 

III. 

Deep  in  the  bottom  of  an  huge  great  rock 

The  dungeon  was,  in  which  her  bound  he  Itft^ 
That  neither  iron  bars,  nor  brazen  lock 
Did  need  to  guard  from  force,  or  fecret  theft 
Of  all  her  Lovers,  which  would  her  have  reft. 
For  waird  it  was  with  waves,  which  rag'd  and  roar'd 
As  they  the  cliff  in  pieces  would  have  cleft  : 
Befides  ten  thoufand  monfters  foul  abhord 

Did  wait  about  it,  gaping  griefly,  all  begor*d. 
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IV. 

And  in  the  midft  thereof  did  Horrour  dwell. 
And  Darknefs  dred,  that  never  viewed  day  % 
Like  to  the  baleful  houfe  of  loweft  Hell, 
In  which  old  Styx  her  aged  bones  alway 
(Old  Styx,  the  Grandame  of  the  Gods)  doth  lay. 
There  did  this  lucklefs  maid  three  months  abide, 
Ne  ever  evening  faw,  ne  morning  ray, 
Ne  ever  from  the  day  the  night  defcride, 

But  thought  it  all  one  night,  that  did  no  hours  divide. 

And  all  this  was  for  love  of  Marine!^ 

Who  her  defpis'd  (ah  !  who  would  her  defplfe  ?) 
And  womens  love  did  from  his  heart  expel. 
And  all  thofe  joys  that  weak  mankind  entifc. 
Nath'lefs  his  pride  full  dearly  he  did  prife  j 
For  of  a  womans  hand  it  was  ywroke. 
That  of  the  wound  he  yet  in  languor  lies, 
Ne  can  be  cufed  of  that  cruel  flroke 

Which  Britomarl  him  gave,  when  he  did  her  provoke. 

VI. 

s  Yet  far  and  near  the  Nymph  his  mother  fought, 

f     And  many  falves  did  to  his  fore  apply, 

And  many  herbs  did  ufe.     But  whenas  nought 

I     She  faw  could  eafe  his  nankling  maladie, 

I     At  iaft  to  Tryphon  fhe  for  help  did  hie 

(This  Tryphon  is  the  Sea-gods  furgeon  hight) 

^     Whom  fhe  befought  to  find  fome  remedy  : 

I     And  for  his  pains,  a  whiftle  him  behight, 

'That  of  a  fiihes  flieli  was  wrought  with  rare  delight, 

:  VII. 

jiSo  well  that  Leach  did  heark  to  her  requeflr. 
And  did  fo  well  employ  his  carefull  pain. 
That  in  fhort  fpace  his  hurts  he  had  redreft. 
And  him  reftor'd  to  healthful  ftate  again  : 
In  which  he  long  time  after  did  remain 
There  with  the  Nymph  his  mother,  like  her  thrall; ' 
Who  fore  againft  his  will  did  him  retain. 
For  fear  of  peril,  which  to  him  mote  fall, 
'hrough  his  too  ventrous  prowefs  proved  over  all. 
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VIII. 

It  fortun'd  then,  a  folemn  feaft  was  there 
To  all  the  Sea-gods  and  their  fruitful  feed. 
In  honour  of  the  fpoufals,  which  then  were 
Betwixt  the  Medway  and  the  Thames  agreeid. 
Long  had  the  Thames  (as  we  in  records  read) 
Before  that  day  her  wooed  to  his  bed ; 
But  the  proud  Nymph,  would  for  no  wordly  meed^ 
Nor  no  entreaty  to  his  love  be  led ; 

Till  now  at  lafl  relenting,  fhe  to  him  was  wed. 

IX. 

So  both  agreed,  that  this  their  bridal  feaft 

Should  for  the  Gods  in  Proteus  houfe  be  made ; 
To  which  they  all  repair'd,  both  moft  and  leaft. 
As  well  which  in  the  mighty  ocean  trade. 
As  that  in  rivers  fwim,  or  brooks  do  wade. 
All  which,  not  if  an  hundred  tongues  to  tell. 
And  hundred  mouths,  and  voice  of  brafs  I  had. 
And  endlefs  memory,  that  mote  excell. 

In  order  as  they  came,  could  I  recount  them  well,      '-m 

X.  ^ 

Help  therefore,  O  thou  facred  imp  of  Jove, 
The  nourfling  of  Dame  Memory  his  dear. 
To  whom  thofe  rolls,  laid  up  in  heaven  above. 
And  records  of  antiquity  appear. 
To  which  no  wit  of  man  may  comen  near  ; 
Help  me  to  tell  the  names  of  all  thofe  floods. 
And  all  thofe  Nymphs,  which  then  aifembled  were 
To  that  great  banquet  of  the  watry  Gods, 

And  all  their  fundry  kinds,  and  all  their  hid  abodes. 

XL 

Firft  came  great  Neptune^  with  his  three-forkt  mace. 
That  rules  the  feas,  and  makes  them  rife  or  fall , 
His  dewy  locks  did  drop  with  brine  apace. 
Under  his  diadem  imperial : 
And  by  his  fide,  his  Queen  with  coronal, 
'£dxv  Amphitrite,  moft  divinely  fair, 
Whofe  ivory  fhoulders  weren  cover*d  all. 
As  with  a  robe,  with  her  own  filver  hair  : 
And  deckt  with  pearls,which  th'Indianfeas  for  her  prepare 
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I  ^11- 

j  Thefe  marched  far  afore  the  other  crew ; 

\      And  all  the  way  before  them  as  they  went, 

^riion  his  trumpet  Ihrili  before  them  blew. 

For  goodly  triumph  and  great  jollyment. 

That  made  the  rocks  to  roar  as  they  were  rent. 

And  after  them  the  royal  ifTue  came, 

Which  of  them  fprung  by  lineal  defcent : 

Firft  the  Sea-gods,  which  to  themfelves  do  claim 

'Xhe  powre  to  rule  the  billows,  and  the  waves  to  tame, 

XIII. 

Phorcys,  the  Father  of  that  fatal  brood. 

By  whom  thofe  old  heroes  won  fuch  fame ; 
And  Giaucus,  that  wife  foothfays  underftood  ; 
And  tragick  Ino^s  fon,  the  which  became 
A  God  of  feas  through  his  mad  mothers  blame^ 
Now  hight  P^/i?;;2(?;^,  and  is  failors  friend ; 
Great  Brontes,  and  j^Jiraus,  that  did  Ihame 
Himfelf  with  inceft  of  his  kin  unkend  5 
\  And  huge  Ow»,  that  doth  tempefts  ilill  portend, 

XIV. 

The  rich  Cieatus,  and  Eurytus  long ; 
Nekus  and  Pelias,  lovely  brethren  both  ^ 
Mighty  Cbryfaor,  and  Ca'kus  ftrong  ; 
Eurypylus,  that  calms  the  waters  wroth  ; 
And  fair  Euphcemus,  that  upon  them  go'th 
As  on  the  ground,  without  difmay  or  dread : 
Fierce  EryXy  and  Alehhis,  that  know'th 
The  waters  depth,  and  doth  their  bottom  tread  ; 

And  fad  Afopis,  comely  with  his  hoary  head. 

XV. 

There  alfo,  fome  m_oft  famous  founders  were 
Of  puifFant  nations,  which  the  world  poffeft  ; 
trYet  fons  of  Neptmte,  now  affembled  here  : 
Ancient  Ogyges,  even  th'ancienteft, 
And  Ina'chus^  renown'd  above  the  reft  ; 
Phcenix,  and  Aon^  and  Pelafgus  old. 
Great  Bslus,  Phamx,  and  Agencr^  beft  , 
And  mighty  Albion,  father  of  the  bold 

..Aod  warlike  people,  which  the  Britain  Iflands  hold. 
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XVI. 

For  Albion^  the  fon  of  Neptune  was ; 
Who  for  the  proof  of  his  great  puilTance, 
Out  of  his  Albion  did  on  dry-foot  pafs. 
Into  old  Gaidi  that  now  is  cleeped  France, 
To  fight  with  Hercules^  that  did  advance 
To  vanquifh  all  thp  world  with  matchlefs  might?' 
And  there  his  mortal  part  by  great  mifchance 
Was  flain,  but  that  which  is  th'immortal  fpright 

Lives  ftill:  and  to  this  feaft  with  Neptune's  feed  was  dightj 

XVII. 

But  what  do  I  their  names  feek  to  reheerfe. 

Which  all  the  world  have  with  their  iffue  filld  ? 
How  can  they  all  in  this  fo  narrow  verfe 
Contained  be,  and  in  fmall  compafs  hild  ? 
Let  them  record  them,  that  are  better  fklild. 
And  know  the  monuments  of  paffed  age  : 
Only  what  needeth,  fhall  be  here  fulfilld, 
T'exprefs  fome  part  of  that  great  equipage. 

Which  from  great  Neptune  do  derive  their  parentage. 

XVIII. 

Next  came  the  aged  Ocean^  and  his  Dame, 
Old  1'ethys,  th'oldeft  two  of  all  the  reft ; 
For  all  the  reft,  of  thofe  two  parents  came. 
Which  afterward  both  fea  and  land  pofleft : 
Of  all  which,  Nereus,  th'eldeft  and  the  beft. 
Did  firft  proceed,  than  which  none  more  upright, 
^e  more  (incere  in  word  and  deed  profeft, 
Moft  void  of  guile,  moft  free  from  foul  defpight. 

Doing  himfelf,  and  teaching  others  to  do  right. 

XIX. 

Thereto  he  was  expert  in  prophecies, 

And  could  the  ledden  of  the  Gods  unfold. 

Through  which,  when  Paris  brought  his  famous  prize 

The  fair  'Tindarid  lafs,  he  him  foretold, 

That  her  all  Greece  with  many  a  champion  bold 

Should  fetch  again,  and  finally  deftroy 

Proud  Priams  town.    So  wife  is  Nereus  old. 

And  fo  well  fkilld;  nath'Iefs  he  takes  great  joy 

Oiitimes  amongft  the  wanton  Nymphs  to  fport  and  toy. 
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XX. 

And  after  him  the  famous  rivers  came, 
Which  do  the  earth  enrich  and  beautifie : 
The  fertile  Nile,  which  creatures  new  doth  frame ; 
Long  Rhodanus,  whofe  fourfe  fprings  from  the  skie  5 
Fair  IJlher,  flowing  from  the  mountains  high. 
Divine  Scamander,  purpled  yet  with  blood 
Oi' Greeks  and  Trojans^  which  therein  did  die; 
Pa^olus,  gliftring  with  his  golden  flood. 

And  27g-m  fierce,  whofe  ftreams  of  none  may  be  with  flood. 

XXE. 

Great  Ganges,  and  immortal  Euphrates^ 
Deep  Indus,  and  Meander  intricate. 
Slow  Penem,  and  tempefl:uous  Phafides, 
Swift  Rhene,  and  Alpheus  ftill  immaculate  : 
Or  axes,  feared  for  great  Cyrus  fate  ; 
Tyhris,  renowned  for  the  Romans  fame. 
Rich  Oranochy,  though  but  knowen  late; 
And  that  huge  River,  which  doth  bear  his  name 

Of  warlike  Amazons,  which  do  poflfefs  the  fame. 

XXII. 

Joy  on  thofe  warlike  women  which  fo  long 
Can  from  all  men  fo  rich  a  kingdom  hold  ; 
And  fhame  on  you,  o  men,  which  boaft  your  flrong 
And  vaUant  hearts,  in  thought  lefs  hard  and  bold. 
Yet  quail  fn-conqueft  of  that  land  of  gold. 
But  this  to  you,  o  Britons,  mod  pertains, 

j     To  whom  the  right  hereof,  it  felf  hath  fold  5 

^'     The  which,  for  fparing  little  cofl:  or  pains 

Lofe  fo  immortal  glory,  and  fo  endiefs  gains. 

XXIII. 

Then  was  there  heard  a  mod  celeftlal  found 
Of  dainty  mufick,  which  did  next  enfue 
Before  the  fpoufe  :  that  was  Arion  crownd  : 
Who  playing  on  his  harp,  unto  him  drew 
The  ears  and  hearts  of  all  that  goodly  crew. 
That  even  yet  the  Dolphin,  which  him  bore 
Through  the  Mgean  feas  from  Pirates  view. 
Stood  ftill  by  him  aftonifht  at  his  lore, 

/\nd  all  the  J  doling  feasg  for  joy  forgot,  to  rote. 
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XXIV. 

So  went  he  playing  on  the  watry  plain. 

Soon  after  whom  the  lovely  bridegroom  came. 
The  noble  'Thames^  with  all  his  goodly  train ; 
:  But  him  before  there  went,  as  beft  became. 
His  ancient  parents,  namely  th'ancient  "Thame, 
But  much  more  aged  was  his  wife  than  he. 
The  Ouze^  whom  men  do  Ifts  rightly  name ; 
Full  weak  and  crooked  creature  feemed  (he,         [fee. 

lAnd  almoft  bjind  through  eld,  that  fcarce  her  way  could 

XXV. 

Therefore  on  either  fide  fhe  was  fuftain'd 

Of  two  fmall  grooms,  which  by  theirnames  were  hight" 

The  CburnsindCbarweil,  two  fmall  ftreams,  which  pain'd 

Themfelves  her  footing  to  dired:  aright, 

"Which  failed  oft  through  faint  and  feeble  plight : 

But  Thame  was  ftronger,  and  of  better  ftay  j 

Yet  feem'd  full  aged  by  his  outward  fight, 

With  head  all  hoary,  and  his  beard  all  gray. 

Dewed  with  filver  drops,  that  trickled  down  aiway. 

XXVI. 

And  eke  he  fomewhat  feem'd  to  floop  afore 
With  bowed  back,  by  reafon  of  the  load. 
And  ancient  heavy  burden,  which  he  bore 
Of  that  fair  city,  wherein  make  aboad 
So  many  learned  imps,  that  flioot  abroad. 
And  with  their  branches  fpred  all  Britany, 
No  lefs  than  do  her  elder  filters  brood. 
Joy  to  you  both,  ye  double  nourfery. 

Of  arcs  :  but  Oxford  thine  doth  Tha?ne  mod  glorify. 

XXVII. 

But  he  their  fon  full  freih  and  jolly  was. 
All  decked  in  a  robe  of  watchet  hue. 
On  which  the  waves,  glittring  like  chryftall  glafs^ 
So  cunningly  enwoven  were,  that  few 
Could  weenen,  whether  they  were  falfe  or  true. 
And  on  his  head  like  to  a  coronet 
He  wore,  that  feemed  ftrange  to  common  vieWj 
In  which  v/ere  many  towres  and  caflles  fet. 

That  it  encompafl  round  as  with  a  golden  fret. 
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XXVIII. 

Like  as  the  mother  of  the  Gods,  they  fay. 

In  her  great  iron  charet  wonts  to  ride, 
^i"  When  to  Joves  palace  fhe  doth  take  her  ways,' 
Old  Cybele,  arrayd  with  pompous  pride. 
Wearing  a  diadem  embattled  wide 
With  hundred  turrets,  like  a  turribant : 
With  fuch  an  one  was  'Thamis  beautifide  ; 
That  was  to  weet,  the  famous  Troynovant^ 
In  which  her  kingdoms  throne  is  chiefly  refiant» 
j  XXIX. 

And  round  about  him  many  a  pretty  Page 
I    Attended  duely,  ready  to  obey  ; 
All  little  rivers,  which  owe  vafTallage 
To  him,  as  to  their  Lord,  and  tribute  pay : 
The  chaulkey  Kenet,  and  the  Thetis  gray. 
The  morifh  Cole,  and  the  fofc  Aiding  Brean^ 
\    The  wanton  Lee,  that  oft  doth  lofe  his  way, 
'    And  the  ftill  Darent,  in  whofe  waters  clean 
Tea  thoufand  fifhes  play,  and  deck  his  pleafant  llream. 
I  XXX. 

frhen  came  his  neighbour  floods,  which  nigh  him  dwells 
!    And  water  all  the  Englifh  foil  throughout  i 
I    They  all  on  him  this  day  attended  well; 
I    And  with  meet  fervice  waited  him  about  j 
I    Ne  one  difdained  low  to  him  to  lout : 
^;    No  not  the  ftately  Severn  grudg'd  at  ail, 
I    Ne  ilorming  Humber,  though  he  looked  flout  % 
\    But  both  him  honor'd  as  their  principal, 
!|And  let  their  fwelling  waters  low  before  him  falL 

]  xxxi: 

There  was  the  fpeedy  Tamar,  which  divides 

The  CornifJj,  and  the  Devonijh  confines  -, 
dj    Through  both  whofe  borders  fwifrly  down  it  glides. 
And  meeting  Plim,  to  Plimouth  thence  declines  • 
And  Dart  nigh  choakt  with  fands  of  tinny  mines« 
Buc  Avon  marched  in  more  ftately  path. 
Proud  of  his  adamants,  with  which  he  fliines 
And  glifters  wide,  as  als'  of  wondrous  Bath, 

And  Brijhl  fair  which  on  his  waves  he  buiided  hach. 
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XXXII. 

And  there  came  Stour  with  terrible  afpeft. 
Bearing  his  fix  deformed  heads  on  high. 
That  doth  his  courfe  through  Blandford  plains  dired. 
And  waflieth  Winbcurn  meads  in  feafon  dry. 
Next  him,  went  Wylihourn  with  pafTage  fly. 
That  of  his  wyiinefs  his  name  doth  take. 
And  of  himfclf  doth  name  the  (hire  thereby: 
And  Mole^  that  like  a  nourfling  mole  doth  make 

His  wayftill  under  ground,  till  Thamts  he  oretake« 

XXXIII. 

Then  came  the  Roiher,  decked  all  with  woods 
Like  a  wood  God,  and  flowing  fait  to  Rhy  : 
And  Sture^  that  parteth  with  his  pleafant  floods 
The  eaftern  Saxons  from  the  fouthern  nigh. 
And  Clare ^  and  Harwich  both  doth  beautifie  : 
Him  follow'd  Tar^,  foft  wafliing  Norwich  yfSLll, 
And  with  him  brought  a  prefent  joyfully 
Of  his  own  fifli  unto  their  feftivall, 

Whofe  like  none  elfe  could  fliew,  the  which  thty Ruffins  call. 

XXXIV.  ■ 

Next  thefe,  the  plenteous  Oufe  came  far  from  land. 
By  many  a  city,  and  by  many  a  town, 
And  many  rivers  taking  under  hand 
Into  his  waters,  as  he  palTeth  down  ; 
The  Cle,  the  JVere,  the  Guant,  the  Sture,  the  Rown, 
Thence  doth  by  Huntingdon  and  Cambridge  flit. 
My  mother  Cambridge^  whom  as  with  a  crown 
He  doth  adorn,  and  is  adorn'd  of  it 

With  many  a  gentle  Mufe,  and  many  a  learned  wit. 

XXXV. 

And  after  him  the  fatal  IVelland  went. 

That  if  old  faws  prove  true  (which  God  forbid) 
Shall  drown  all  Holland  with  his  excrement, 
And  fliall  fee  Siamford^  though  now  homely  hid. 
Then  fhine  in  learning,  more  than  ever  did 
Cambridge  or  Oxfords,  Rnglands  goodly  beams. 
And  next  to  him  the  Nene  down  foftly  Aid  ; 
And  bounteous  1'reni^  that  in  himfelf  enfeams 

Both  thirty  forts  of  fllh;.  aad  thirty  fundry  flreams. 


I 
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XXXVI. 

Next  thefe  came  'Tyne,  along  whofe  ftony  bank 
That  Roman  Monarch  built  a  brazen  wall. 
Which  mote  the  feebled  Britons  ftrongly  flank 
Againft  the  Pi£fs^  that  fwarmed  over  ail. 
Which  yet  thereof  Gualfever  they  do  call  : 
And  Twede  t\\z\\vo\K.  betwixt  Logris  land 
I      And  Albany  :  and  Eden  though  but  fmall, 
I      Yet  often  flaind  with  blood  of  many  a  band 
i  O^  Scots  and  EngliJJj  both,  that  tined  on  his  ftrand., 
j  XXXVII. 

I  Then  came  thofe  fix  fad  brethren,  like  forlorn^ 
That  whylome  were  (as  antique  fathers  tell) 
Six  valiant  Knights^  of  one  fair  Nymph  yborn,' 
Which  did  in  noble  deeds  of  arms  excell. 
And  wonned  there,  where  now  Tork  people  dwell ; 
Still  Ure,  fwift  Werfe^  and  Oze  the  moft  of  mights 
High  6'zffl/^,  unquiet  iVz't/f,  and  troublous  6'/^£'// ; 
All  whom  a  Scythian  King,  that  Humher  hight, 
-•'iSlew  cruelly,  and  in  the  river  drowned  quighc. 

XXXVI  I L 
But  pad  not  long,  ere  Brutus  warlike  fon 
t'Ocfinus^  them  aveng'd,  and  the  fame  date. 
Which  the  proud  Huniher  unto  them  had  done^ 
By  equal  doom  repayd  on  his  own  pate : 
For  in  the  felf  lame  riverj  where  he  late 
Had  drenched  them,  he  drowned  him  again .; 
And  nam'd  the  river  of  his  wretched  fate  ; 
Whofe  bad  condition  yet  it  doth  retain. 
Oft  tofled  with  his  itorms,  which  therein  ftill  remain. 

XXXtX. 
Thefe  after^  came  the  (lony  Ihallow  Lone, 
That  to  old  Loncajier  his  name  doth  lend ; 
And  following  Dee,  which  Britons  long  ygonc 
Did  call  divine,  that  doth  by  Chejler  tend ; 
And  Conway,  which  out  of  his  dream  doth  fend 
Plenty  of  pearls  to  deck  his  damres  withall, 
And  Lindas  that  his  Pikes  doth  moft  commend. 
Of  which  the  ancient  Lincoln  men  do  call, 
All  theCe  together  marched  toward  Proteus  halL 
Vol.  II.  K 
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XL. 

Ne  thence  the  Iri/b  rivers  abfent  were, 
Sith  no  lefs  famous  than  the  reft  they  be. 
And  join  in  neighbourhood  of  kingdom  ncarj 
Why  fliould  they  not  likewife  in  love  agree. 
And  joy  likewife  this  folemn  day  to  fee  ? 
They  faw  it  all,  and  prefent  were  in  place  ; 
Though  I  them  all  according  their  degree. 
Cannot  recount,  nor  tell  their  hidden  race. 

Nor  read  the  falvage  countries,  thorough  which  they  pace 

XLI. 

There  was  the  Liffy,  rolHng  down  the  lea. 
The  fandy  Slane,  the  ftony  Atdrian, 
The  fpacious  Shenan  fpreading  Hke  a  fea. 
The  pleafant,  Boyne^  the  fifhy  fruitfuil  Ban, 
Swift  Aunidtiff^  which  of  the  Englijh-man 
Is  call'd  Blackwater,  and  the  Liffar  deep. 
Sad  TrowiSy  that  once  his  people  over-ran, ' 
Strong  Alio  tumbling  from  Skzvlo^ber  fteep. 

And  Muila  m'mQy  whofe  waves  Iwhilome  taught  to  weep 

XLIL 

And  there  the  three  renowned  brethren  were. 
Which  that  great  Giant  Blomhis  begot 
Of  the  fair  Nymph  Rheiifa  wandring  there. 
One  day,  as  fhe  to  fhun  the  feafon  hot, 
Under  Sk'vjhloom  in  Oiady  grove  was  got. 
This  Giant  found  her,  and  by  force  defiowr'd  : 
Whereof  conceiving,  flie  in  time  forth  brought 
Thefe  three  fair  fons,  which  being  thence  forth  pour' 

in  three  great  rivers  ran,  and  many  countries  fcour'd. 

XLIII. 

The  firft,  the  gentle  Shure^  that  making  way 
By  fweet  Clonmell^  adorns  rich  JVaterford-, 
The  next,  the  ftubborn  Newre^  whofe  waters  grey 
By  fair  Kilkenny  and  Rojfeponte  be  a  'd  ; 
The  third,  the  goodly  Barow,  which  doth  hoard 
Great  heaps  of  Salmons  in  his  deep  bofome  : 
All  which  long  fundred,  do  at  laft  accord 
To  join  in  one,  ere  to  the  fea  they  come. 

So  flowing  all  from  one,  all  one  at  laft  become, 
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XLIV. 

There  alfo  was  the  wide  embayed  Mayre, 

\    The  pieafant  Bandon  crownd  with  many  a  wood, 

I    The  fpreading  Lee^  that  hke  an  ifland  fair 

I    Enclofeth  Corke  with  his  divided  flood ; 

And  baleful  Oure,,  late  flaind  with  Englijh  blood : 
With  many  more  whofe  names  no  tongue  can  telL- 
All  which  that  day  in  order  feemly  good 
Did  on  i\itThames  attend,  and  waited  well 

To  do  their  duetul  fervice,  as  to  them  befell, 

XLV. 

Then  came  the  bride,  the  lovely  Mediia  came. 
Clad  in  a  vefture  o^  unknov/en  gear, 
And  uncouth  faQiion,  yet  her  well  became  \ 
That  feem'd  like  filver,  fprinkled  here  and  there 
With  glittering  fpangs,  that  did  like  ftars  appear^, 
And  wav'd  upon,  like  water  chamelot, 
To  hide  the  metal,  which  yet  every  where 
Bewrayed  it  felf,  to  let  men  plainly  wot, 

^t  was  no  mortal  work,  that  feem'd  and  yet  was  not. 

XLVI. 

:Ier  goodly  locks  adown  her  back  did  flow 
Unto  her  waift,  with  flowres  befcattered. 
The  which  ambrofial  odours  forth  did  throw 
To  all  about,  and  all  her  flioulders  fprcad 
As  a  new  fpring  -,  and  likewife  on  her  head 
A  chapelet  of  fundry  flowres  flie  wore, 
From  under  which  the  dewy  humour  fhed. 
Did  trickle  down  her  hair,  like  to  the  hore 

Congealed  little  drops,  which  do  the  morn  adore. 
XLVII. 

On  her  two  pretty  handmaids  did  attend. 

One  call'd  the  Theife^  the  other  cail'd  the  Crane  \ 
Which  on  her  waited  things  amifs  to  mend. 
And  both  behind  upheld  her  fpreading  train  ; 
Under  the  which,  her  feet  appeared  plain. 
Her  filver  feet,  fair  wafht  againfl:  this  day  : 
And  her  before  there  paced  pages  twain. 
Both  clad  in  colours  like,  and  like  array, 

X\i^'Doun.e  and  eke  theFn/i'jboth  which  prepared  her  way,' 
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XLVIII. 

And  after  thefe  the  Sea  Nymphs  marched  all. 

All  goodly  damzels,  deckt  with  long  green  hair^. 

Whom  of  their  fire  Nereides  men  call, 

All  which  the  Oceans  daughter  to  him  bare  j 

The  grey-eyd  Doris:  all  which  fifty  are  -, 

All  which  ITie  th^re  on  her  attending  had. 

Swift  Proto^  mild  Eucrate^  f'hetis  fair. 

Soft  5/?z<?,  fweet  Endore^  Sao  fad, 
I:,ight  Doto,  wanton  Clause^  and  Galens  glad  y. 

XLIX. 
White-handed  Runic  a  ^  proud  Dinamene^ 

Joyous  Thalia,   goodly  Arnphitrke^ 

Lovely  Pajithee,  kind  EuUminey 

Light- foot  Cyrnothoe,  and  fweet  Melite^ 

Faireft  Pherufa,  Phao  lilly  white, 

Wondred  Agave,  P oris,  and  Nef^a, 

With  Erato  that  doth  in  love  delight. 

And  Panop£,  and  wife  Protomedaa, 
And  fnow-seckt  DiJm,  and  milkwhite  Galath-ea  5 

L. 
Speedy  Hippothoe,  snd  chafte  A^ea, 

Large  Lifianaffa,  and  Pronaa  fage, 

Evagore,  and  light  Pontoporea, 

And  ihe,  that  with  her  leaH  word  can  afTuage 

The  furging  feas,  when  they  do  forell  rage, 

Gyr/iodoce,  and  flout  Autonoe, 

And  Nejo,  and  Eione  well  in^  age,. 

And  feeming  Hill  to  fmile,  Glaiiconome, 
And  fhe  that  hight  of  many  hefts  Polynomey 

LI. 
Frefh  Alimeda,  deckt  with  girlond  green  ; 

Hyponeo,   vyith  fait  bedewed  wrefts  : 

Laomedia,  like  the  chryftal  fheen; 

Liagore,  much  prais'd  for  wife  behefls ; 

And  PJamathe,  for  her  broad  fnowy  breafts  '^. 

Gymo,  Eupompe,  and  'J'hemifie]\i^; 

And  fhe  that  vertue  loves  and  vice  deteftsj^ 

Evarjia,  and  Menippe  true  in  trull, 
'K'lA'M^mcriQa  learned  well  to  rule  her  luft. 
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LII. 

All  thefe  the  daughters  of  old  Nereus  were. 

Which  have  the  fea  in  charge  to  them  aflign'd. 
To  rule  his  tides,  and  furges  to  uprear. 
To  bring  forth  ftorms,  or  fail  them  to  upbind. 
And  failors  fave  from  wrecks  of  wrathful  wind. 
And  yet  belides,  three  thoufand  more  there  were 
Of  th'  Oceans  feed,  but  Jcves  and  Phoebus  kind  ; 

'^   The  which  in  floods  and  fountains  do  appear. 

And  all  mankind  do  nourifh  with  their  waters  clear. 

LIIL 

The  which  more  eath  it  were  for  mortal  wight. 
To  tell  the  fands,  or  count  the  ftars  on  high. 
Or  ought  more  hard,  than  think  to  reckon  right. 
But  well  I  wote,  that  thefe  which  I  defcry. 
Were  prefent  at  this  great  folemnity : 
And  there  amongft  the  reft,  the  mother  was 
Of  lucklefs  ikf^nW,  Cymodoce  ; 
Which,  for  my  mufe  her  felf  now  tired  ha?. 

Unto  another  canto  I  will  overpafs. 


CANTO    XII. 

Marin*  for  love  of  Florimell, 
In  languor  wajles  his  life  • 
The  Nymph  his  Mother  getteth  her. 

And  gives  to  him  for  Wife, 

I 

\ 

I. 

what  an  endlefs  work  have  I  in  hand. 
To  count  the  feas  abundant  progeny  ! 
Whofe  fruitful  feed  far  pafTeth  thofe  in  land. 
And  alfo  thofe  which  wonne  in  th'  azure  fky. 
For  much  more  eath  to  tell  the  ftars  on  high^ 
Albe  they  endlefs  feem  in  eftimation. 
Then  to  recount  the  feas  pofterity  : 
So  fertile  be  the  floods  in  generation, 
<So  huge  their  numbers,  and  fo  numberkfs  their  nation] 
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II. 

Therefore  the  antique  Wizards  well  invented. 
That  Venus  of  the  foamy  fea  was  bred  ; 
For  that  the  feas  by  her  are  moft  augmented  : 
Witnefs  th'  exceeding  fry,  which  there  are  fed. 
And  wondrous  fhoals  which  may  of  none  be  read. 
Then  blame  me  not,  if  I  have  err'd  in  count 
Of  Gods,  of  Nymphs,  of  rivers  yet  unread  : 
For  though  their  numbers  do  much  more  furmount, 

Yet  all  thole  fame  were  there,  which  earft  I  did  recount. 

111. 

All  thofe  were  there,  and  many  other  more, 
Whofe  names  and  nations  were  too  long  to  tell. 
That  Proteus  houfe  they  filld  ev'n  to  the  dore. 
Yet  were  they  all  in  order  as  beiell. 
According  their  degrees  difpofed  well. 
Amongft  the  reft,  was  fair  Cymodoce^ 
The  mother  of  unlucky  Marinell^ 
Who  thither  with  her  came,  to  learn  and  fee 

The  manner  of  the  Gods  when  they  at  banquet  be. 

IV. 

But  for  he  was  half  mortal,   being  bred 
Of  mortal  fire,  though  of  immortal  womb. 
He  might  not  with  immortal  food  be  fed, 
Ne  with  th'  eternal  Gods  to  banquet  come  ; 
But  walkt  abroad,  and  round  about  did  rome. 
To  view  the  building  of  that  uncouth  place, 
7'hat  feem'd  unUke  unto  his  earthly  home: 
Where,  as  he  to  and  fro  by  chance  did  trace. 

There  unto  him  betid  a  difadventrous  cafe. 

V. 

Under  the  hanging  of  an  hideous  clief, 

He  heard  the  lamentable  voice  of  one,  .^ 

That  piteoufly  complain'd  her  careful  grief,  ■ 

Which  never  ihe  before  difclos'd  to  none,  | 

But  to  her  felf  her  forrov/  did  bemone. 

So  feelingly  her  cafe  (he  did  complain. 

That  ruth  it  moved  in  the  rocky  llone,  j| 

And  made  it  feem  to  feel  her  grievous  pain,  ■ 

And  oft  to  groan  with  billows  beating  from  the  main. 
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VI. 

Though  vain  I  fee  my  forrows  to  unfold. 
And  count  my  cares,  when  none  is  nigh  to  hear  i 
Yet  hoping  grief  may  lefTen  being  told, 
I  will  them  tell  though  unto  no  man  near : 
For  heaven  that  unto  all  lends  equal  ear. 
Is  far  from  hearing  of  my  heavy  plight ; 
And  loweft  Hell,  to  which  I  lie  moft  near. 
Cares  not  what  evils  hap  to  wretched  wight ; 

And  greedy  feas  do  in  the  fpoil  of  life  delight. 

VII. 

Yet  lo,  the  feas  I  fee  by  often  beating, 

Do  pierce  the  rocks,  and  hardeft  marble  wears : 

But  his  hard  rocky  heart  for  no  entreating 

Will  yield ;  but  when  my  piteous  plaints  he  hearSj 

Is  hardned  more  with  my  abundant  tears. 

Yet  though  he  never  lift  to  me  relent. 

But  let  me  wafle  in  woe  my  wretched  years. 

Yet  will  I  never  of  my  Love  repent. 

But  joy  that  for  his  fake  I  fuffer  prifonment* 

VIII. 

And  when  my  weary  ghoft  with  grief  oot-worne, 
By  timely  death  fhall  win  her  wiflied  reft. 
Let  then  this  plaint  unto  his  ears  be  borne. 
That  blame  it  is  to  him  that  arms  profeft. 
To  let  her  dye  whom  he  might  have  redrell. 
There  did  fhe  paufe,  inforced  to  give  place. 
Unto  the  palTion,  that  her  heart  oppreft. 
And  after  ftie  had  wept  and  wail'd  a  fpace. 

She  'gan  afrefti  thus  to  renew  her  wretched  cafe- 

IX. 

Ye  Gods  of  feas,  if  any  Gods  at  all 

Have  care  of  right,  or  ruth  of  wretches  wrong, 
By  one  or  other  way  me  woeful  thrall. 
Deliver  hence  out  of  this  dungeon  ftrong. 
In  which  I  daily  dying  am  too  long. 
And  if  ye  deem  me  de^th^  for  loving  one 
That  loves  not  me,  then  do  it  not  prolong. 
But  let  me  dye  and  end  my  days  attone. 

And  ]et  him  live  unlov'd,  or  love  himfelf  alone* 
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X. 

But  if  that  life  ye  unto  me  decree. 

Then  let  me  live,  as  Lovers  ought  to  do. 

And  of  my  lifes  dear  Love  beloved  be  : 

And  if  he  fliould  through  pride  your  doom  undo. 

Do  you  by  durefs  him  compell  thereto. 

And  in  this  prifon  put  him  here  with  me  : 

One  prifon  fitted  is  to  hold  us  two  : 

5o  had  I  rather  to  be  thrall  than  free  ; 

Such  thraldom  or  fuch  freedom  let  it  furely  be, 

XI. 

But  O  vain  judgment,  and  conditions  vain. 
The  which  the  prifoner  points  unto  the  free  ! 
The  whiles  I  him  condemn,  and  deem  his  pain. 
He  where  he  lid  goes  loofe,  and  laughs  at  me. 
So  ever  loofe,  fo  ever  happy  be. 
But  wherefo  loofe  or  happy  that  thou  art. 
Know  Mar'mell  that  all  this  is  for  thee. 
With  that  ihe  wept  and  wail'd  as  if  her  heart  [fmart. 

Would  quite  have  burd  through  great  abundance  of  her 

XIL 

All  which  complaint  when  Marinell  had  heard, 
And  underdood  the  caufe  of  all  her  care 
To  come  of  him  for  ufing  her  fo  hard, 
His  dubborn  heart,  that  never  felt  misfare, 
Was  toucht  with  foft  remorfe  and  pity  rare ; 
That  ev'n  for  grief  of  mind  he  oft  did  groan. 
And  inly  wifh,  that  in  his  powre  it  were 
Her  to  redrefs  :   but  fince  he  means  found  none^ 

He  could  no  more  but  her  great  mifery  bemone. 

XIII. 

Thus  whilft  his  dony  heart  with  tender  ruth. 
Was  toucht,  and  mighty  courage  mioliifide, 
Dame  Venus  fon  that  tameth  dubborn  youth 
With  iron  bit,  and  maketh  him  abide, 
Till  like  aviftoron  his  back  he  ride. 
Into  his  niouth  his  maydring  bridle  threw. 
That  made  him  doop,  til]  he  did  him  bedrlde : 
Then  'gan  he  make  him  tread  his  deps  anev/, 

^nd  learn  to  lov-ej  by  learning  lovers  pains  to  rew. 


Canto  XII.     T  H  E  F  AI  R  Y  QJJ  E  E N.        153 

XIV. 

Now  'gan  he  in  his  grieved  mind  devife. 

How  from  that  dungeon  he  might  her  enlarge ; 
Some  while  he  thought,  by  fair  and  humble  wife 
To  Proteus  felf  to  fue  for  her  difcharge  : 
But  then  he  fear'd  his  mothers  former  charge 
'Gainft  womens  love,  long  given  him  in  vain. 
Then  'gan  he  thinjk,  perforce  with  fword  and  targe 
Her  forth  to  fetch,  and  Proteus  to  conftrain  : 

But  foon  he  'gan  fuch  folly  to  forethink  again, 

XV. 

Then  did  he  cafl:  to  fteal  her  thence  away. 

And  with  him  bear,  where  none  of  her  might  know,^ 

But  all  in  vain  :  for  why  he  found  no  way 

To  enter  in,  or  ifTue  forth  below ; 

For  all  about  that  rock  the  fea  did  flow. 

And  though  unto  his  will  (he  given  were. 

Yet  without  fiiip  or  boat  her  thence  to  row. 

He  will  not  how,  her  thence  away  to  bear ; 

And  danger  well  he  wift  long  to  continue  there. 

XVI. 

At  laft,  whenas  no  means  he  could  invent. 
Back  to  himfelf  he  "gan  return  the  blame. 
That  was  the  author  of  her  punifhment  -, 
And  with  vile  curfes,  and  reproachful  fhame 
To  damn  himfelf  by  every  evil  name. 
And  deem  unworthy  or  of  love  or  life. 
That  had  defpis'd  fo  chafte  and  fair  a  Dame, 
Which  him  had  fought  through  trouble  and  long  flrifej 

Yethad  refus'd  a  God  that  her  had  fought  to  wife. 

XVII. 

In  this  fad  plight  he  walked  here  and  there. 
And  roamed  round  about  the  rock  in  vain. 
As  he  had  loft  himlelf,  he  wift  not  where  j 
Oft  liftening  if  he  mote  her  hear  again  ; 
And  ftill  bemoaning  her  unworthy  pain  : 
Like  as  an  Hind  whofe  calf  is  fain  un wares 
,Into  fome  pit,  where  ftie  him  hears  complain, 
An  hundred  times  about  the  pit  fide  fares. 

Eight  forrgwfully  mourning  her  bereaved  cares. 
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XVIII. 

And  now  by  this,  the  feaft  was  throughly  ended. 
And  every  one  'gan  homeward  to  refort ; 
Which  feeing,  Marinell  was  fore  offended. 
That  his  departure  thence  fhould  be  fo  fhort. 
And  leave  his  Love  in  that  fea- walled  fort, 
Yet  durft  he  not  his  mother  difobey; 
But  her  attending  in  full  feemly  fort. 
Did  march  amongft  the  many  all  the  way  : 

And  all  the  way  did  inly  mourn  like  one  ailray,- 

XIX. 

Being  returned  to  his  mothers  bowre. 
In  folitary  filence  far  from  wight. 
He  'gan  record  the  lamentable  flowre. 
In  which  his  wretched  Love  lay  day  and  night. 
For  his  dear  fake,  that  ill  deferv'd  that  plight : 
The  thought  whereof  empierft  his  heart  fo  deep. 
That  of  no  worldly  thing  he  took  delight ; 
Ne  daily  food  did  take,  ne  nightly  fleep. 

But  pin'd,  and  mourn'd,  andlanguiflit,  and  alone  did  weep, 

XX. 

That  in  fliort  fpace  his  wonted  chearful  hue 
*Gan  fade,  and  lively  fpirits  deaded  quight : 
His  cheek-bones  raw,  and  eye-pits  hollow  grew. 
And  brawny  arms  had  loft  their  knowen  might. 
That  nothing  like  himfelf  he  feem'd  in  fisht. 
Ere  long,  fo  weak  of  Hmb,  and  fick  of  love 
He  wox,  that  longer  he  n'ote  ftand  upright. 
But  to  his  bed  was  brought,  and  laid  above, 

Like  rueful  ghoft,  unable  once  to  ftir  or  mov€. 

XXL 

Which  when  his  mother  faw,  fhe  in  her  mind 
Was  troubled  fore,  ne  wilt  well  what  to  ween. 
Ne  could  by  fearch  nor  any  means  outfind 
The  fecret  caufe  and  nature  of  his  teen. 
Whereby  fhe  might  apply  fome  medicine ; 
But  weeping  day  and  night  did  him  attend. 
And  mourn'd  to  fee  her  lofs  before  her  eyn  : 
Which  griev'd  her  more,  that  Ihe  it  could  not  mend  i 

To  fee  an  helplefs  evil  double  grief  doth  lend. 


I 
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XXII. 

Nought  could  flie  read  the  root  of  his  dlfeafe, 
Ne  ween  what  mifter  malady  it  is. 
Whereby  to  feek  fome  means  it  to  appeafe. 
Moil  did  fhe  think,  but  moft  fhe  thought  amifs. 
That  that  fame  former  fatal  wound  of  his 
Whylear  by  Trypbon  was  not  throughly  heal'd. 
But  clofely  rankled  under  th'orifice  : 
Lead  did  fhe  think,  that  which  he  moll  conceal'd. 

That  Love  it  was,  which  in  his  heart  lay  unreveard. 

XXIII. 

Therefore  to  T'ryphon  Hie  again  doth  hafle. 
And  him  doth  chide  as  falfe  and  fraudulent, 
That  faii'd  the  trufl  which  fhe  in  him  had  plallc. 
To  cure  her  fon,  as  he  his  faith  had  lent  : 
Who  now  was  fain  into  mew  languifhment 
Of  his  old  hurt,  which  was  not  throughly  cur'd. 
So  back  he  came  unto  her  patient ; 
Where  fearching  every  part,  her  well  alTur'd, 

That  it  was  no  old  fore,  which  his  new  pain  procur*d, 

XXIV. 

But  that  it  was  fome  other  malady, 

Or  grief  unknown,  which  he  could  not  difcern; 

So  left  he  her  withouten  remedy. 

Then  'gan  her  heart  to  faint,  and  quake,  and  yern. 

And  inly  troubled  was  the  truth  to  learn. 

Unto  himfelf  flie  came,  and  him  befought. 

Now  with  fair  fpeeches,  now  with  threatnings  flerii. 

If  ought  lay  hidden  in  his  grieved  thought, 

It  to  reveal :  who  flill  her  anfwer'd,  there  was  nought, 

XXV. 

Nath'lefs,  flie  refted  not  fo  fatisfide  : 

But  leaving  watry  Gods,  as  booting  nought. 
Unto  the  fhiny  heaven  in  hade  fhe  hide. 
And  thence  Apollo  King  of  Leaches  brought. 
Apollo  came  ;  who  foon  as  he  had  fought 
Through  his  difeafe,  did  by  and  by  outfind. 
That  he  did  languilh  of  fome  inward  thought. 
The  which  afflicted  his  engrieved  mind  ; 

Which  Love  he  read  to  be,  that  leads  each  living  kind. 
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XXVI. 

^Which  when  he  had  unto  his  mother  told. 
She  'gan  thereat  to  fret,  and  greatly  grieve. 
And  coming  to  her  Ton,  'gan  firfl  to  icold. 
And  chide  at  him  that  made  her  mifbeUeve : 
But  afterwards  fhe  'gan  him  foft  to  fhrieve. 
And  wooe  with  fair  intreaty,  to  difclofe 
"Which  of  the  Nymphs  his  heart  fo  fore  did  mieve. 
For  fure  Ihe  ween'd  it  was  fome  one  of  thofe, 
Which  he  had  lately  feen,  that  for  his  Love  he  chofe. 

XXVII. 
Now  lefs  {he  feared  that  fame  fatal  read, 
That  warned  him  of  womens  love  beware ; 
Which  being  meant  of  mortal  creatures  feed. 
For  love  of  Nymphs  fhe  thought  fhe  need  not  care^ 
But  promift  him  whatever  wight  Ihe  were. 
That  fhe  her  love  to  him  would  fhortly  gain. 
So  he  her  told  :  but  foon  ^s  fhe  did  hear 
That  Florimell  it  was  which  wrought  his  pain. 
She  'gan  afrefh  to  chafe,  and  grieve  in  every  vain. 

XXVIIJ. 
Yet  fince  fhe  faw  the  flreight  extremity. 
In  which  his  life  unluckily  was  laid. 
It  was  no  time  to  fcan  the  prophefy, 
Whether  old  Proteus  true  or  falfe  had  faid. 
That  his  decay  fhould  happen  by  a  maid. 
It's  late,  in  death,  of  danger  to  advife. 
Or  love  forbid  him,  that  is  life  denay'd  : 
But  rather  'gan  in  troubled  mind  devife. 
How  fhe  that  Ladies  liberty  might  enterprife, 

XXIX. 
To  Proteus  felf  to  fue,  fhe  thought  it  vain. 
Who  was  the  root  and  worker  of  her  woe  : 
Nor  unto  any  meaner  to  complain, 
But  unto  great  King  Neptune  felf  did  go. 
And  on  her  knee  before  him  failing  low. 
Made  humble  fuit  unto  his  Majefly 
To  grant  to  her,  her  fons  life,  which  his  foe 
A  cruel  tyrant  had  prefumptuoufly 
By  wicked  doom  condemn'd,  a  wretched  death  to  dye. 
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XXX. 

To  whom  God  Neptune  foftly  fmiling,  thusj 
Daughter,  me  feems  of  double  wrong  ye  plain,' 
'Gainft  one  that  hath  both  wronged  you  and  us :' 
For  death  t'award,   I  ween'd  did  appertain 
To  none!,  but  to  the  fcas  Ible  Soverain. 
Read  therefore  who  it  is  which  this  hath  wrought^,' 
And  for  what  caufe  ;  the  truth  difcover  plain. 
For  never  wight  fo  evil  did  or  thought, 

But  would  fome  rightful  caufe  pretend,  though  rightly 

XXXI.  [nought. 

To  whom  fhe  anfwer'd  ;  Then  it  is  by  name, 
Proteus^  that  hath  ordain'd  my  fon  to  dye  ; 
For  that  a  waitt,  the  which  by  fortune  came 
Upon  your  feas,  he  claim'd  as  property  : 
And  yet  not  his,  nor  his  in  equity. 
But  yours  the  waift  by  high  prerogative. 
Therefore  I  humbly  crave  your  Majefty, 
It  to  replevy,  and  my  fon  reprieve  : 

So  Ihall  you  by  one  gin  fave  all  \x%  three  alive. 

XXXII. 

He  granted  it :  and  ftraight  his  warrant  made. 
Under  the  Sea-gods  feal  authentical. 
Commanding  Proteus  ftraight  t'enlarge  the  maid. 
Which  wandring  on  his  feas  imperial 
He  lately  took,  and  fithence  kept  as  thrall. 
Which  flie  receiving  with  meet  thankfulnefs^ 
Departed  ftraight  to  Proteus  therewithal! : 
Who  reading  it  with  inward  loathfulnefs. 

Was  grieved  to  reftore  the  pledge  he  did  pofTefs. 

XXXIIL 

Yet  durfl  he  not  the  warrant  to  withftand. 
But  unto  her  deliver'd  Flormell. 
Whom  fhe  receiving  by  the  lilly  hand, 
Admir'd  her  beauty  much,  as  fhe  mote  well : 
For  fhe  all  living  creatures  did  excel]  •, 
And  was  right  joyous  that  fhe  gotten  had 
So  fair  a  wife  for  her  fon  Marinell. 
So  home  with  her  fhe  ftraight  the  virgin  lad. 

And  lliewed  her  to  him,  then  being  fore  beftad. 
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XXXIV. 

Who  foon  as  he  beheld  that  Angels  face, 
Adorn*d  with  all  divine  perfection. 
His  cheared  heart  eftfoons  away  'gan  chace 
Sad  death,  revived  with  her  fweet  infpedtion. 
And  feeble  fpirit  inly  felt  refe6lion  •, 
As  wither'd  weed  through  cruel  winters  tine. 
That  feels  the  warmth  of  funny  beams  refledtion. 
Lifts  up  his  head  that  did  before  decline. 

And  'gins  to  fpread  his  leaf  before  the  fair  funiliine* 

XXXV. 

Right  fo  himfelf  did  Marinell  uprear. 

When  he  in  place  his  deareft  Love  did  fpy  ; 

And  though  his  limbs  could  not  his  body  bear, 

Ne  former  ftrength  return  fo  fuddainiy. 

Yet  chearful  figns  he  fhewed  outwardly. 

Ne  lefs  was  fhe  in  fecret  heart  affected. 

But  that  fhe  masked  it  with  modefty. 

For  fear  fhe  fhould  of  lightnefs  be  detected  %, 

Which  to  another  place  I  leave  to  be  perfected. 
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THE 

FIFTH     BOOK 

O  F    T  H  E 

FAIRY  QUEEN 

CONTAINING 
The  legend  of  Arthegal^  or  of  jufl:ice> 


O  oft  as  I,  with  (late  of  prefent  time. 
The  image  of  the  antique  world  compare, 
Whenas  man's  age  was  in  his  frefheft  prime. 
And  the  firft  blolfom  of  fair  vertue  bare. 
Such  odds  I  find  twixt  thofe,  and  thefe  which  arCj, 
As  that  through  long  continuance  of  his  courfe. 
Me  fccms  the  world  is  run  quite  out  of  fquare. 
From  the  firft  point  of  his  appointed  fourfe, 

And  being  once  amifs  grows  daily  worfe  and  worfe=, 

11.    . 

For  from  the  golden  age,  that  firft  was  nam'd. 
It's  now  at  earft  become  a  ftony  one ; 
And  men  themfelves,  the  which  at  firft  were  fram'd 
Of  earthly  mould,  and  form'd  of  flefh  and  bone. 
Are  now  transformed  into  hardeft  ftone  : 
Such  as  behind  their  backs  (fo  backward  bred) 
Were  thrown  by  Pyrrha  and  Deucalione : 
And  if  than  thofe  may  any  worfe  be  read. 

They  into  that  ere  long  will  be  degendercd. 
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III. 

Let  none  then  blame  me,  if  in  difcipline 
Of  vertue  and  of  civiJ  ufes  lore, 
I  do  not  form  them  to  the  common  line 
Of  prefent  days,  which  are  corrupted  fore. 
But  to  the  antique  ufe,  which  was  of  yore, 
"When  good  was  only  for  it  felf  defird, 
And  all  men  fought  their  own,  and  none  no  morei 
When  Juflice  was  not  for  moil  meed  out-hir'd. 
But  fimple  truth  did  reign,  and  was  of  all  admir'd. 

IV. 
For  that  which  all  men  then  did  vertue  call, 
"     Is  now  call'd  vice  ;  and  that  which  vice  was  hight,^ 
Is  now  hight  vertue,  and  fo  us'd  of  all : 
Right  now  is  wrong,  and  wrong  that  was  is  right. 
As  all  things  elfe  in  time  are  changed  quight. 
Ne  wonder ;  tor  the  heavens  revolution 
Is  wandred  far,  from  wher?  it^firft  was  pight. 
And  fo  do  make  contrary  conftitution 
Of  all  this  lower  world  toward  his  diffolution, 

V.  ^ 
For  whofo  lift  into  the  hea\^ens  look, 

And  fearch  the  courfes  of  the  rolling  fphears. 
Shall  find  that  from  the  point,  where  they  firft  took 
Their  fetting  forth,  in  thefe  few  thoufand  years 
They  all  are  wandred  much  ;  that  plain  appears. 
For  that  fame  golden  fleecy  Ram,  which  bore 
Phrixus  and  Helle  from  their  ftepdames  fears. 
Hath  now  forgot,  where  he  was  plac'd  of  yore. 
And  Ihouldred  hath  the  Bull,  which  fair  Europa  bore» 

VL 
And  eke  the  Bull  hath  with  his  bow-bent  horn 
So  hardly  butted  thofe  two  twins  of  Jove, 
That  they  have  cruiht  the  Crab,  and  quite  him  borntf ' 
Into  the  o;reat  Nemean  Lions  grove. 
So  now  ail  range,  and  do  at  random  rove 
Out  of  their  proper  places  far  away, 
And  all  this  world  with  them  amifs  do  move,    " 
And  all  his  creatures  from  their  courfe  aftray^ 
Till  thev  arrive  at  their  hH  ruinous  decav. 
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VII. 

;Nc  is  that  fame  great  glorious  lamp  of  light. 
That  doth  enlumine  all  thofe  lefler  fires. 
In  better  cafe,  ne  keeps  his  courfe  more  right. 
But  is  mifcarried  with  the  other  Spheres. 
For  fince  the  term  of  fourteen  hundred  years 
I    That  learned  Ptclomy  his  height  did  take, 
\     He  is  declined  from  that  mark  of  theirs, 
I     Nigh  thirty  minutes,  to  the  fouthern  lake; 
iThat  makes  me  fear  in  time  he  will  us  quite  forfake« 

j  vm. 

And  if  to  thofe  /Egyptian  wifards  old, 
I     Which  in  liar-read  were  wont  have  befl:  infight, 
I     Faith  may  be  given,  it  is  by  them  told, 
\     That  fince  the  time  they  firft  took  the  funs  heightj 
Four  times  his  place  he  fhifted  hath  in  fight. 
And  twice  hath  rifen,  where  he  now  doth  weft. 
And  wefted  twice,  where  he  ought  rife  aright. 
But  moft  is  Mars  amifs  of  all  the  reft. 

And  next  to  him  old  Salurn^  that  was  wont  be  beft, 

IX. 

For  during  Saturns  antient  reign,  it's  faid. 

That  all  the  world  with  goodnefs  did  abound. 
All  loved  vertue,  no  man  was  affi-aid 
Of-ler^€,  ne  fraud  in  wight  was  to  be  found : 
No  war  was  known,  no  dreadful  trumpets  found. 
Peace  univerfal  reign'd  *mongft  men  and  beafts. 
And  all  things  freely  grew  out  of  the  ground  : 
Juftice  fate  high  ador'd  with  folemn  feafts. 

And  to  all  people  did  divide  her  dred  beheafts. 

X. 

Moft  facred  vertue  fhe  of  all  the  reft, 
Refembling  God  in  his  imperial  might; 
Whofe  foveraine  powre,  is  herein  moft  expreft,.: 
That  both  to  good  and  bad  he  dealeth  right. 
And  all  his  works  with  Juftice  hath  bedight. 
That  powre  he  alfo  doth  to  Princes  lend. 
And  makes  them  like  himfelt  in  glorious  fight. 
To  fit  in  his  own  feat,  his  caufe  to  end. 

And  rule  his  people  right,  as  he  doth  recommend. 
Vol.  II.  L  ' 
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XI. 

Pread  foveraine  Goddefs  that  doft  highefl  fit 
In  feat  of  judgement,  in  th'Al  mighty  *s  (lead. 
And  with  magniEck  might  and  wondrous  wit 
Doll  tQ  thy  people  righteous  doom  aread, 
That  furtheft  nations  fills  with  aweful  dread. 
Pardon  the  boldnefs  of  thy  bafeft  thrall. 
That  dare  difcourfe  of  fo  divine  a  read. 
As  thy  great  juftice  praifed  over  all ; 

The  inftrument  whereof  lo  here  thy  Aribegdl. 


C  A  N  T  O    I. 

Arthegal  trained  in  jujlice  lore 

Irena's  quejl  purfu'd: 
fie  doth  avenge  en  Sangller 

His  Ladies  blood  embru'd, 

I. 

Though  vertue  then  were  held  in  higheft  price, 
In  thofe  old  times,  of  which  I  do  entreat. 
Yet  then  likewife  the  wicked  feed  of  vice 
Began  to  fpring-,  which  Ihortly  grew  full  great. 
And  with  their  boughs  the  gentle  plants  did  beat. 
But  evermore  fome  of  the  vertuous  race 
Rofe  up,  infpired  with  heroick  heat. 
That  cropt  the  branches  of  the  (lent  bafe. 

And  with  ftrong  hand  their  fruitful  ranknefs  did  defaa 

II. 

Such  firft  was  Bacchtis^  that  with  furious  might 
All  t\i^EaJl,  before  untam'd  did  oyerrone. 
And  wrong  repreffed,  and  eftablifht  right. 
Which  lawlefs  men  had  formerly  fordone.' 
There  Juftice  firft  her  Princely  rule  begun. 
Next  Hercidei  his  like  enfample  Ihew'd, 
Who  all  the  IVejt  with  equal  conqueft  won,^ 
And  monftrous  tyrants  with  his  club  fubdu'd  ; 

The  ciqb  of  Juftice  dre^dj  with  Kingly  powre  endu'd, 
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III. 

And  fuch  was  he  of  whom  I  have  to  tell. 
The  champion  of  true  Juftice,  Arthegall. 
Whom  (as  ye  lately  mote  remember  well) 
An  hard  adventure,  which  did  then  befall, 
Into  redoubted  peril  forth  did  call ; 

I     That  was  to  fuccour  a  diftrefled  Dame, 
"Whom  a  ftrong  tyrant  did  unjuftly  thrall, 

'    And  from  the  heritage,  which  llie  did  clame, 

{Did.  with  ftrong  hand  withhold:  Grantorto  was  his  name; 

1  ^^• 

Wherefore  the  Lady,  which  Irena  hight, 

,     Did  to  the  Fairy  Queen  her  way  addrefs ; 
To  whom  complaining  her  afflided  plight. 
She  her  befought  of  gracious  redrefs 
That  foveraine  Queen,  that  mighty  Emperefs, 
Whofe  glory  is  to  aid  all  fuppliants  poor, 
And  of  weak  Princes  to  be  patronefs, 
Chofe  Arthegal  to  right  her  to  reftore  ; 

For  that  to  her  he  feem'd  beft  skilld  in  righteous  lore. 

V. 

For  Arihegal  In  Juflice  was  upbrought 
Even  from  the  cradle  of  his  infancy. 
And  all  the  depth  of  rightful  doom  was  taught 
By  fair  Aftr<£a^  with  great  induftry, 
Whilft  here  on  earth  Ihe  lived  mortally. 
For  till  the  world  from  his  perfection  fell 
Into  all  filth  and  foul  iniquity, 
Ap-aa  here  mongft  earthly  men  did  dwell. 

And  in  the  rules  of  Juftice  them  inftruded  well. 

VI. 

Whiles  through  the  world  flie  walked  in  this  fort. 

Upon  a  day  fhe  found  this  gentle  child, 
,,,    Amongft  his  peers  playing  his  childifh  fport : 
Whom  feeing  fit,  and  with  no  crime  defil'd. 
She  did  allure  with  gifts  and  fpeeches  mild. 
To  wend  with  her.     So  thence  him  far  fhe  brought 
Into  a  cave  from  company  exil'd. 
In  which  Ihe  nourfled  him,  till  years  he  raught, 

iVnd  all  tlie  difcipline  of  Juftice  there  him  taught^ 

i  '  E  2 
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VII. 

Ther3  Hie  him  taught  to  weigh  both  wright  and  wrong 
In  equal  ballance  with  due  recompence. 
And  equity  to  meafure  out  along. 
According  to  the  line  of  confcience, 
Whenfo  it  needs  with  rigour  to  difpence. 
Of  all  the  which  (for  want  there  of  mankind) 
She  caufed  him  to  make  experience 
Upon  wild  beads,  which  flie  in  woods  did  find. 

With  wrongful  powre  opprefiing  others  of  their  kind^ 

VIII. 

Thus  fhe  him  trained,  and  thus  ihe  him  taught. 
In  all  the  fkill  of  deeming  wrong  and  right. 
Until  the  ripenefs  of  mans  years  he  raught : 
That  ev'n  wild  beafts  did  fear  his  av/eful  fight. 
And  men  admir'd  his  over-ruling  might; 
Ke  any  liv'd  on  ground,  that  durfl  withftand 
His  dreadful  heaft,   much  lefs  him  match  in  fight, 
Or  bide  the  horroor  of  his  wreakful  hand, 

Whenfo  he  lift  in  wrath  lift  up  his  fteely  brand. 

IX. 

Which  fteely  brand,  to  make  him  dreadded  more. 
She  ga^ve.  unto  hirn,  gotten  by  her  Height 
And  earneft  fearch,  where  it  was  kept  in  ftore 
In  Joves  eternal  houfe,  unwift  of  wight. 
Since  he  hinii'elf  it  us'd  in  that  great  fight 
Againft:  the  'Titans,  that  whylome  rebell'd 
Gainft  higheil  heaven  ;  Chryfaor  it  was  hight  j 
Chryfaor^  that  all  other  fwords  excell'd, 

Wellproy'd  in  thatfame  dayjWhenJci'^thofeGiants  quell'd^ 

X. 

For  of  moil  perfeft  metal  it  was  made, 

Tempred  with  adamant  amonglt  the  fame. 
And  garnifht  all  v/ith  gold  upon  the  blade 
In  goodly  wife,  whereof  it  took  his  name. 
And  was  of  no  lefs  vertue,  than  of  fame. 
For  there  no  fubftance  v/as  fo  firm  and  hard. 
But  it  would  pierce  or  cleave  wherefo  it  came  , 
Ne  any  armour  could  his  dint  out-ward, 

B.at  wherefoever  it  did  light,  it  throughly  Ihay'd. 
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XI. 

Now  when  the  world  with  fm  'gan  to  abound, 
Ajlr^a  loathing  longer  here  to  (pace 
Mongft  wicked  men,  in  v;hom  no  truth  fhe  fdund. 
Returned  to  heaven,  whence  file  deriv'd  her  race  \ 
Where  fhe  hath  now  an  everlalling  place, 

..    Mongft  thole  twelve  figns,  v/hich  nightly  we  do  fee 
The  heavens  bright- fhining  baudrike  to  enchace  ; 
And  is  the  Virgin  fixth  in  her  degree  : 

And  next  her  lelf,  her  righteous  ballance  hanging  b^, 

XII. 

But  when  fhe  parted  hence,  Ilie  left  her  groom 
An  iron  man,   which  did  on  her  attend 
Always  to  execute  her  iledfaft  doorti, 
And  willed  him  with  Arthegal  to  wend. 
And  do  whatever  thing  he  did  intend. 
His  name  was  Tahis<^  made  ot  iron  mouldy 
Inimoveable,   rtfiftlefs,  without  end -, 
Who  in  his  hand,  an  iron  flail  did  hold, 

With  which  he  threflit  out  fahliood,  and  did  truth  unfold, 

XIIL 

He  now  Vv'^ent  with  him  in  this  new  inquefb. 
Him  for  to  aid,  if  aid  he  chanc'd  to  need, 
Againft  that  cruel  tyrant,   which  oppreil 
The  fair  Irena  with  his  foul  mifdeed, 
And  kept  the  crown  in  which  fhe  fhould  fucceed. 
And  now  together  on  their  way  they  bin, 
Whenas  they  faw  a  Squire  in  fquailid  weed. 
Lamenting  fore  his  forrowful  fad  tine, 

With  many  bitter  tears  flied  from  his  blubbred  eyn, 

XIV. 

To  whom  as  they  approached,  they  efpide 
A  lorry  fight  as  ever  feen  with  eye  ; 
An  headlefs  Lady  lying  him  befide, 
In  her  own  blood  ail  waliovv'd  woefully. 
That  her  gay  clothes  did  in  difcolour  dye. 
Much  was  he  moved  at  that  rueful  fisrht  j 
And  flam'd  with  zeal  of  vengeance  inv/ardly. 
He  askt  who  had  that  Dame  fo  fouly  dight  ; 

Or  whither  his  own  hand,  or  whether  other  wight? 
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XV. 

Ah !  woe  is  me,  and  weal-away,  quoth  he, 
Burfting  forth  tears  like  fprings  out  of  a  bankj 
That  ever*  I  this  difmal  day  did  fee  : 
jPull  far  was  I  from  thinking  fuch  a  prank ;  ; 

Yet  little  lois  it  were,   and  mickle  thank, 
If  I  fhould  grant  that  I  have  doen  the  fame. 
That  I  mote  drink  the  cup,  whereof  flie  drank: 
But  that  I  fliould  die  guilty  of  the  blame. 

The  which  another  did,  who  now  is  fied  with  fhame. 

XVI. 

Who  was  it  then,  faid  Arthegal  that  wrought  ^ 
And  why  ?  do  it  declare  unto  me  true. 
A  Knight,  faid  he,  if  Knight  he  may  be  thought, 
That  did  his  hand  in  Ladies  blood  embrew. 
And  for  no  caufe,  but  as  I  fhall  you  fhew. 
This  day  as  I  in  folace  fate  hereby 
With  a  fair  Love,  whofe  lofs  I  now  do  rew, 
There  came  this  Knight,  having  in  company 

This  lucklefs  Lady,  which  now  here  doth  headlefs  lie, 

XVII. 

He  whether  mine  feem'd  fairer  in  his  eye. 
Or  that  he  wexed  weary  of  his  own. 
Would  change  with  me  5  but  I  did  it  deny  : 
So  did  the  Ladies  both  as  may  be  known. 
-But  he  whofe  fpirit  was  with  pride  up-blown, 
Would  not  fo  reft  contented  with  his  right, 
But  having  from  his  courfer  her  down- thrown. 
From  me  reft  mine  away  by  lawlefs  might. 

And  on  his  fteed  her  fet,  to  bear  her  our,  of  fight. 

XVIII. 

Which  when  his  Lady  faw,  fhe  follow'd  faft. 
And  on  him  catching  hold,  'gan  loud  to  cry 
Not  fo  to  leave  her,  nor  away  to  caft. 
But  rather  of  his  hand  befou2:ht  to  die. 

o 

With  that  his  fv/ord  he  drew  all  wrathfully. 
And  at  one  ftroke  cropt  off  her  head  with  fcorn,, 
In  that  fame  place,  whereas  it  now  doth  lie. 
So  he  my  Love  away  with  him  hath  borne, 
And  left  me  here,  both  his  and  mine  own  Love  to  inoiuii 
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XIX. 

Aread  faid  he,  which  way  then  did  he  make  ? 
And  by  what  marks  may  he  be  known  again  ? 
To  hope,  quoth  he,  him  foon  to  overtake. 
That  hence  Co  long  departed,  is  but  vain  : 
But  yet  he  pricked  over  yonder  plain; 
And  as  I  marked,  bore  upon  his  fhield^ 
By  which  it's  eafy  him  to  know  again^ 
A  broken  fword  within  a  bloody  field ; 

Expreffing  well  his  nature  which  the  fame  did  wield* 

XX. 

No  fooner  faid,  but  ftraight  he  after  fent 
His  iron  page,  Vv^ho  him  purfu'd  fo  light. 
As  that  it  feem'd  above  the  ground  he  went  * 
For  he  was  fwift  as  fwallow  in  her  flight. 
And  ftrong  as  Lion  ,in-  his  lordly  might. 
It  was  not  long,  before  he  overtook 
Sir  Sanglicr;  (fo  cleeped  was  that  Knight) 
Whom  at  the  firft  he  guefled  by  his  look, 

And  by  the  other  marks^  which  of  his  fhield  he  took. 

XXI. 

He  bade  him  flay,  and  back  with  him  retire  i 
Who  full  of  fcorn  to  be  commanded  fo. 
The  Lady  to  alight  did  eft  require^ 
Whilft  he  reformed  that  uncivil  foe  t 
And  ftraight  at  him  with  all  his  force  did  g6. 
Who  mov'd  no  more  therewith,  than  when  a  rock 
Is  lightly  ftriken  with  fome  Hones  throw  ; 
But  to  him  leaping  lent  him  fuch  a  knock. 

That  on  the  ground  he  laid  him  like  a  fenfelefs  block* 

XXII. 

But  ere  he  could  himfelf  recoure  again. 
Him  in  his  iron  paw  he.  feized  had  •, 
That  when  he  wak'd  out  of  his  warelefs  pain^ 
Ke  found  himfelf  unwift  fo  ill  beftad. 
That  limb  he  could  not  wag.  Thence  he  him  lad. 
Bound  like  a  beaft  appointed  to  the  Hall: 
The  fight  whereof  the  Lady  fore  adrad. 
And  fain'd  to  fly  for  fear  of  being  thrall ; 

But  he  her  quickly  ftaid,  and  forc'd  tg  wend  wi^hall* 
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XXIII. 

When  to  the  place  they   came,  where  Arthegall 
By  that  fame  careful  Squire  did  them  abide, 
He  gently  'gan  him  to  demand  of  all 
That  did  betwixt  him  and  that  Squire  betide. 
Who  with  (tern  count'nance  and  indignant  pride 
Did  anfwer,  that  of  all  he  guiltlefs  flood. 
And  his  accufer  thereupon  defide  : 
For  neither  he  did  Ihed  t'lat  Ladies  blood, 

Kor  took  away  his  Love,  bat  his  own  proper  good. 

XXIV. 

Well  did  the  Squire  perceive  himfelf  too  weak. 
To  anfwer  his  defiance  in  the  field, 
And  rather  chofe  his  challenge  off  to  break. 
Than  to  approve  his  right  with  fpear  and  fliield. 
And  rather  guilty  chofe  himfelf  to  yield. 
But  Arthegal  by  figns  perceiving  plain, 
That  he  it  was  not  which  that  Lady  kili'd, 
But  that  ftrange  Knight,,  the  fairer  Love  to  galpg. 

Did  caft  abeut  by  fleight  the  truth  thereout  to  if  rain, 

XXV. 

And  faid,  now  fu-re  this  doubtful  caufes  right 
Can  hardly  but  by  facrsment  be  tride, 
Or  z\{(i  by  ordele,  or  by  bloody  fight  -, 
That  ill  perhaps  mote  fall  to  either  fide. 
But  if  ye  pleafe  that  I  you?  ca.ufe  decide. 
Perhaps  I  may  all  further  quarrel  end. 
So  ye  will  fwear  my  judgement  to  abide. 
.  Thereto  they  both  did  frankly  condefcend. 

And  to  his  doom  wichliilful  ears  did  both  attend. 

XXVL 

Sith  then,  faid  he,  ye  both  the  dead  deny. 
And  both  the  living  Lady  clai.m  your  right. 
Let  both  the  dead  and  living  equally 
Divided  be  betwixt  you  here  in  fight. 
And  each  of  either  take  his  ffiare  aright. 
But  look  who  does  diffent  from  this  my  readj 
He  for  a  twelve  months  day  fliall  in  delpight 

,:Bear  for  his  penance  that  fame  Ladies  head  ; 

To  witnefs  to  the  world,  that  flie  by  him  his  dead. 
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XXVII. 

Well  pleafed  with  that  doom  was  SatigUere, 
And  offred  ftraight  the  Lady  to  be  flain. 
But  that  lame  Squire,  to  whom  Ihe  was  more  dear, 
Whenas  he  faw  ihe  ihould  be  cut  in  twain, 
Did  yield,  fhe  rather  fhould  with  him  remain 
Alive  than  to  himfelf  be  fhared  dead  ; 
And  rather  than  his  Love  Ihould  fuffer  pain. 
He  chofe  with  fhame  to  bear  that  Ladies  head. 
True  love  defpifeth  fhame,  when  life  is  cali'd  in  dread. 

XXVIIL 
Whom  when  fo  willing  Arthegal  perceiv*d  ; 
Not  fo  thou  Squire,  he  faid,  but  thine  I  deem 
The  living  Lady,  v/hich  from  thee  he  reav'd  : 
For  worthy  thou  of  her  dofl:  rightly  feem. 
And  you,  Sir  Knight,  that  Love  fo  light  efleem. 
As  that  ye  would  for  little  leave  the  fame. 
Take  here  your  own  that  doth  you  bed  befeem. 
And  with  it  bear  the  burden  of  defame  ; 
Your  own  dead  Ladies  head,  to  tell  abroad  your  ihame, 

XXIX. 
But  5^;?^/i^r(?  difdained  much  his  doom. 
And  fternly  'gan  repine  at  his  behead ; 
Ne  v/ould  for  ought  obey,  as  did  become, 
To  bear  that  Ladies  head  before  his  bread. 
Until!  that  Talus  had  his  pride  repred. 
And  forced  him,  maulgre,  it  up  to  rear. 
Who  when  he  faw  it  bootlefs  to  refid, 
He  took  it  up,  and  thence  v/ith  him  did  bear^ 
As  rated  Spaniel  takes  his  burden  ud  for  fear. 

XXX. 
Much  did  that  Squire  Sir  Arthegal  adore. 
For  his  great  judice  held  in  high  regard  ; 
And  (as  his  fquire)  him  offred  evermore 
To  ferve,  for  want  of  other  meet  reward. 
And  wend  with  him  on  his  adventure  hard. 
But  he  thereto  would  by  no  means  confent  \ 
But  leaving  him,  forth  on  his  journey  far'd  : 
Ne  wight  \vith  him  but  only  Talus  went  ; 
They- two  enough  t'encounter  an  whole  regiment. 
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C  A  N  T  O    II. 

Arthegal  hears  of  Florimell ; 
Does  with  the  Pagan  fight : 
Him  Jlays^  drowns  Lady  Munera, 
Does  rafe  her  cajlle  quight. 

I. 

'ought  is  more  honourable  to  a  Knight, 
Ne  better  doth  befeem  brave  chevalryj 
Than  to  defend  the  feeble  in  their  right. 
And  wrong  redrefs  in  fuch  as  wend  awty. 
"VVhylome  thofe  great  Heroes  got  thereby 
Their  greatefb  glory,  for  their  rightful  deedsj 
And  place  deferved  with  the  Gods  on  high. 
Herein  the  noblefs  of  this  Knight  exceeds, 

Who  now  to  perils  great  for  juftice  fake  proceeds^ 

II. 

To  which  as  he  now  was  upon  the  way. 

He  chanc'd  to  meet  a  Dwarf  in  hafty  courfe  i 
Whom  he  required  his  forward  hafte  to  ftay. 
Till  he  of  tidings  mote  with  him  difcourfe. 
Loth  was  the  Dwarf,  yet  did  he  flay  perforce,, 
And  'gan  of  fundry  news  his  (tore  to  tell. 
As  to  his  memory  they  had  recourfe : 
But  chiefly  of  the  faireft  Florimell, 

H^ow  fhe  was  found  again,  and  fpous'd  to  MarinelL 

III. 

For  this  was  Dony,  Florimells  own  Dwarf; 

Whom  having  loft  (as  ye  have  heard  whylear) 
And  finding  in  the  way  the  fcattred  fcarf. 
The  fortune  of  her  life  long  time  did  fear. 
But  of  her  health  when  Arthegal  did  hear, 
And  fafe  return,  he  was  full  inly  glad  -, 
And  afkt  him  where,  and  when  her  bridal  chear 
Should  be  foleminis'd  :  for  if  time  he  had. 

He  would  be  thercj  and  honour  to  her  fpoufal  add, 
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IV. 

Within  three  days,  quoth  he,  as  I  do  hear. 

It  will  be  at  the  caftle  of  the  Strond; 

What  time,  if  nought  me  let,  I  will  be  there 

To  do  her  fervice,  lo  as  I  am  bond. 

But  in  my  way  a  little  here  beyond, 

A  cui  fed  cruel  Sarazin  doth  wonne. 

That  keeps  a  bridges  paflage  by  ftrong  hond. 

And  many  errant  Knights  hath  there  fordone  ^ 
That  makes  all  men  for  fear  that  pafTage  for  to  flione. 

V. 
What  mifler  wight,  quoth  he,  and  how  far  hence 

\s,  he  that  doth  to  travellers  fuch  harms  ? 

He  is  faid  he,  a  man  of  great  defence ; 

Expert  in  battle  and  in  deeds  of  arms; 

And  more  emboldened  by  the  wicked  charms, 
j      With  which  his  daughter  doth  him  (till  fupport ; 

Having  great  lordfhips  got  and  goodly  farms, 
;    Through  ftrong  oppreffion  of  his  powre  extort ; 
By  which  he  ftill  them  holds,  and  keeps  with  ftrong  effort, 
I  VI. 

\  And  daily  he  his  wrongs  encreafech  more  : 

For  never  wight  he  lets  to  pafs  that  way. 

Over  his  bridge,  albe  he  rich  or  poor. 

But  he  him  makes  his  paifage-penny  pay  : 

Elfe  he  doth  hold  him  back,  or  beat  away. 

Thereto  he  hath  a  groom  of  evil  guize, 

Whofe  fcalp  is  bare,  that  bondage  doth  bewray, 
j      Which  polls  and  pills  the  poor  in  piteous  wife  s 
•  But  he  himfelf  upon  the  rich  doth  tyrannize. 

VIL 
I  ]Bis  name  is  hight  Pollente,  rightly  fo 
"      For  that  he  is  fo  puiffant  and  ftrong. 

That  with  his  powre  he  all  doth  overgo. 

And  makes  them  fubjed  to  his  mighty  wrong/. 

And  fome  by  fleight  he  eke  doth  underfong. 

For  on  a  bridge  he  cuftometh  to  fight, 
1       Which  is  but  narrow,  but  exceeding  long; 

And  in  the  lame  are  many  trap-fills  pight, 
I  Through  which  the  rider  down  doth  fall  through  overfight. 
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VIII. 

And  underneath  the  fame  a  river  flows, 

That  is  both  fvvift  and  dangerous  deep  withall  % 
Into  the  which  whomfo  he  overthrows. 
All  deftitute  of  help  doth  headlong  fall  : 
But  he  himfelf  through  practice  ufual. 
Leaps  forth  into  the  flood,  and  there  afl'ays 
His  foe,  confufed  through  his  fudden  fall. 
That  horfe  and  man  he  equally  difmays, 

And  either  both  them  drov/ns,  or  traiteroufly  flays* 

IX. 

Then  doth  he  take  the  fpoil  of  them  at  will, 

And  to  his  daughter  brings,  that  dwells  thereby  : 

Who  all  that  comes  doth  take,  and  therewith  fill 

The  coffers  of  her  wicked  treafury. 

Which  fhe  with  wrongs  hath  heaped  up  fo  high. 

That  many  Princes  fhe  in  wealth  exceeds, 

And  purchaft  all  the  country  lying  nigh 

With  the  revenue  ot  her  plenteous  meeds  ; 

Her  name  is  Mimera^  agreeing  with  her  deeds, 

X. 

Thereto  flie  is  full  fair,  and  rich  attir'd. 
With  golden  hands  and  filver  feet  befide. 
That  many  Lords  have  her  to  wife  deflr'd : 
But  flie  them  all  defpifeth  for  great  pride. 
Now  by  my  life,  faid  he,  and  God  to  guide, 
Kone  other  way  will  I  this  day  betake. 
But  by  that  bridge  whereas  he  doth  abide  : 
I'herefore  me  thither  lead.     No  more  he  fpake. 

But  thitherward  forthright  his  ready  wav  did  make. 

XI. 

Unto  the  place  he  came  within  a  while, 
Whereon  the  bridge  he  ready  armed  faw 
The  Sarazin,  awaiting  for  fome  fpoil. 
Vfho  as  they  to  the  paiTage  'gan  to  draw, 
A  villain  to  them  came  with  &ull  all  raw. 
That  paffage- money  did  of  them  require. 
According  to  the  cuftom  of  their  law. 
To  whom  he  anfwerd  wroth,  lo,  there  thy  hire; 

And  with  that  v/ord  him  ftrook,  thatftraight  he  did  expire* 
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XII. 

Which  when  the  Pagan  faw  he  wexed  wroth. 
And  llraight  himfelf  unto  the  fight  addreft; 
Ne  was  Sir  Arthegal  behind  :  fo  both 
Together  ran  with  ready  fpears  in  reft. 
Right  in  the  midfl",  whereas  they  breaft  to  bread; 
Should  meet,  a  trap  was  letten  down  to  fall 
Into  the  flood  :  ftraight  leapt  the  Carle  unbleft, 
"Well  weening  that  his  foe  was  fain  withall : 

But  he  was  well  aware,  and  leapt  before  his  falL 

xm. 

There  being  both  together  in  the  flood, 

\     They  each  at  other  tyrannouily  flew  ; 
Ne  ought  the  water  cooled  their  hot  blood. 
But  rather  in  them  kindled  choler  new. 
But  there  the  Paynim,  who  that  ufe  well  knew 
To  fight  in  water,  great  advantage  had. 
That  oftentimes  him  nigh  he  overthrew  : 
And  eke  the  courfer,  whereupon  he  rad. 

Could  fwim  like  to  a  fiih,  whiles  he  his  back  beflrad. 

XIV. 

Which  odds  whenas  Sir  Arthegal  efpide. 

He  faw  no  way,  but  clofe  with  him  in  hafle  j 

And  to  him  driving  fl:rongly  down  the  tide. 

Upon  his  iron  collar  griped  faft. 

That  with  the  fl:raint,  his  wefand  nigh  he  braft. 

There  they  together  ftrove  and  fl:rugled  long. 

Either  the  other  fi-om  his  fl:eed  to  caft, 

Ne  ever  Arthegal  his  griple  fl:rong 

For  any  thing  would  flack,  but  flijll  upon  him  hong. 

XV. 

As  when  a  Dolphin  and  a  SeJe  are  met, 

In  the  wide  champaign  of  the  ocean  plain. 

With  cruel  chaute  their  courages  they  whet. 

The  mafterdom  of  each  by  force  to  gain. 

And  dreadful  battle  'twixc  them  do  darrain  : 

They  fnuf,they  fnort,they  bounce,  they  rage,  they  rore. 

That  all  the  Sea  fdidurbed  with  their  train) 

Doth  fry  with  fome  above  the  furges  hore : 

Such  was  betwixt  thefe  two  the  troubiefome  uprore. 
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XVI. 

So  Arthegal  at  length  him  forc'd  forfake 

His  horfes  back,  for  dread  of  being  drown'd, 
And  to  his  handy  fwiming  him  betake. 
Eftfoons  himfelf  he  from  his  hold  unbound, 
And  then  no  odds  at  all  in  him  he  found : 
For  Arthegal  in  fwimming  (kilful  was. 
And  durft  the  depth  of  any  water  found. 
So  ought  each  Knight,  that  ufe  of  peril  has, 

In  fwiming  be  expert,  through  waters  force  to  pafs. 

XVII. 

Then  very  doubtful  was  the  wars  event. 
Uncertain  whether  had  the  better  fide  : 
For  both  were  Ikill'd  in  that  experiment, 
And  both  in  arms  well  trained  and  throughly  trlde. 
But  Arthegal  was  better  breath'd  befide. 
And  towards  th'end,  grew  greater  in  his  might. 
That  his  faint  foe  no  longer  could  abide 
His  puiffance,  ne  bear  himfelf  upright. 

But  from  the  water  to  the  land  betook  his  flight. 

XVIII. 

But  Arthegal  purfuM  him  ftill  fo  near. 
With  bright  Chryfaor  in  his  cruel  hand. 
That  as  his  head  he  'gan  a  little  rear 

'     Above  the  brink,  to  tread  upon  the  land. 
He  fmote  it  off,  that  tumbhng  on  the  ftrand. 
It  bit  the  earth  for  very  fell  defpight. 
And  gnafhed  with  his  teeth,  as  if  he  band 
High  God,  whofe  goodnefs  he  defpaired  quight, 

Or  curft  the  hand  which  did  that  vengeance  on  him  dight, , 

XIX. 

His  corps  was  carried  down  along  the  lee. 
Whole  waters  with  his  filthy  blood  it  ftain'd  : 
But  his  blafphemous  head,  that  all  might  fee. 
He  pitcht  upon  a  pole  on  high  ordain'd ; 
Where  many  years  it  afterwards  remain'd. 
To  be  a  mirrour  to  all  mighty  men. 
In  whofe  right  hands  great  power  is  contain'd. 
That  none  of  them  the  feeble  over-ren. 

But  always  do  their  powre  within  juft  comp^fs  pen. 
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XX. 

That  done,  unto  the  caftle  he  did  wen'd. 
In  which  the  Paynims  daughter  did  abide. 
Guarded  of  many  which  did  her  defend  : 
Of  whom  he  entrance  fought,  but  was  denide,' 
And  with  reproachful  blafphemy  defide. 
Beaten  with  ftones  down  from  the  battlement. 
That  he  was  forced  to  withdraw  afide  ; 
And  bade  his  fervant  'Talus  to  invent 
Which  way  he  enter  might  without  endangerment.' 

XXI. 
Eftfoons  his  Page  drew  to  the  caftle  gate. 
And  Vith  his  iron  flail  at  it  let  fly, 
That  aU  the  Warders  it  did  fore  amate, 
I     The  which  ere  whil^  fpake  fo  reproachfully, 
A.nd  made  them  ftoop,  that  looked  earfl:  fo  high, 
Yet  ftill  he  beat,  and  bounft  upon  the  dore. 
And  thundred  ftrokes  thereon  fo  hideoufly. 
That  all  the  piece  he  fliakcd  from  the  flore. 
And  filled  all  the  houfe  with  fear  and  great  uprore- 

XXII. 
•  With  noife  whereof,  the  Lady  forth  appear'd 

Upon  the  caftle  wall :  and  when  flie  law 
I      The  dangerous  ftate  in  which  flie  flood,  Ihe  fear'd 
!      The  fad  efl^ed:  of  her  near  overthrow ; 
And  'gan  intreat  that  iron  man  below, 
I  ,    To  ceafe  his  outrage,  and  him  fair  befought, 
!      Sjth  neither  force  of  ftones  which  they  did  throw. 

Nor  powre  of  charms,  which  fhe  againft  him  wrought?, 
Might  otherwife  prevail,  or  make  him  ceafe  for  ought, 

XXIII. 
But  whenas  yet  fhe  faw  him  to  proceed, 

Unmov'd  with  prayers,  or  with  piteous  thought, 
She  meant  him  to  corrupt  with  goodly  meed  \ 
And  caus'd  great  facks,  with  endlefs  riches  fraught, 
Unto  the  battlement  to  be  upbrought. 
And  poured  forth  over  the  caftle  wall. 
That  Ihe  might  win  fome  time  (though  dearly  bought) 
Whilft  he  to  gathering  of  the  gold  did  fall, 
put  he  v/as  nothing  mov'd  nor  tempted  thetewithall. 
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XXIV. 

But  flill  continu'd  his  afifault  the  more. 
And  laid  on  load  with  his  huge  iron  flail. 
That  at  the  length  he  has  yrent  the  dore. 
And  made  way  for  his  mailer  to  alTail. 
"Who  being  entred,  nought  did  then  avail 
For  wight,  againft  his  powre  themfelves  to  rear  : 
Each  one  did  fly  ;  their  hearts  began  to  fail. 
And  hid  themfelves  in  corners  here  and  there  ; 
And  eke  their  Dame  half  dead,  did  hide  her  felf  for  fear. 

XXV. 
Long  they  her  fought,  yet  no  where  could  they  find  her, 
That  fure  they  ween'd  flie  was  efcapt  away  : 
But  TaluSy  that  could  like  a  lime- hound  wind  her, 
And  all  things  fecret  wifely  could  bewray, 
At  length  found  out  whereas  fhe  hidden  lay 
Under  an  heap  of  gold.     Thence  he  her  drew 
By  the  fair  locks,  and  foully  did  array, 
Withouten  pity  of  goodly  hue. 
That  Jxthegal  himfeif  her  feemlefs  plight  did  rue. 

XXVI. 
Yet  for  no  pity  would  he  change  the  courfe 
Of  Juftice,  which  in  Halus  hand  did  lie  ; 
Who  rudely  hall'd  her  forth  without  remorfe. 
Still  holding  up  her  fuppliant  hands  on  high 
And  kneeling  ac  his  feet  fubmiflively. 
But  her  fuppliant  hands,  thofe  hands  of  gold, 
And  eke  her  i^tl^  thofe  feet  of  fllver  try 
(Which  fought  unrighteoufnefs,  and  juflice  fold) 
Chopt  off,  and  naild  on  high,  that  all  might  them  behold. 

XXVIL 
Her  felf  then  took  he  by  the  flender  waift. 
In  vain  loud  crying,  and  into  the  flood 
Over  the  callle  wall  adown  her  cafl. 
And  there  her  drov/ned  in  the  dirty  mud  : 
But  the  ftream  wafht  away  her  guilty  blood. 
Thereafter  all  that  mucky  pelf  he  took. 
The  fpoil  of  peoples  evil  gotten  good. 
The  which  her  fire  had  fcrapt  by  hook  and  crook. 
And  burning  all  to  afhes,  pour'd  it  down  the  brook. 
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!  XXVIIl. 

And  laftly,  all  that  caftle  quite  he  ras'd, 

;    Even  from  the  lole  of  his  foundation, 

I    And  all  the  hewen  ftones  thereof  defac'd. 

That  there  mote  be  no  hope  of  reparation, 
\    Nor  memory  thereof  to  any  nation. 
I    All  which  when  Taius  throughly  had  pcrform'd, 
i    Sir  Arthegal  undid  the  evil  fafhion, 
f    And  wicked  cuftoms  of  that  bridge  reform'd. 
(VVhich  done,  unto  his  former  journey  he  return'd. 
I  XXIX. 

In  which  they  meafur'd  mickle  weary  way, 
1    Till  that  at  length  nigh  to  the  lea  they  drew; 
\    By  v»?hich  as  they  did  travel  on  a  day, 
I    They  faw  before  them,  far  as  they  could  view, 
1    Full  many  people  gather'd  in  a  crew  ; 

Whofe  great  alTembly  they  did  much  admire, 
1    For  never  there  the  like  reforc  they  knew. 
I    So  towards  them  they  coafted,    to  enquire 
What  thing  (o  m.any  nations  met,  did  there  defire. 

There  they  beheld  a  mighty  ^Giant  ftand 
Upon  a  rock,  and  holding  forth  on  high 
An  huge  great  pair  of  bailance  in  his  hand. 
With  which  he  boafted  in  his  furquedry, 
That  all  the  world  he  would  weigh  equally, 
If  ought  he  had  the  fame  to  counterpoys. 
j    For  want  whereof,  he  v/eighed  vanity, 
I    And  fiU'd  his  bailance  full  of  idle  toys : 
iTet  was  admired  much  of  fools,  women,  and  boys. 
^  XXXL 

e  faid  that  he  would  all  the  earth  uptake. 
And  all  the  fea  divided  each  from  either  : 
So  would   he  of  the  fire  one  bailance  make. 
And  one  of  th'  air,  without  or  wind,  or  vveather  : 
Then  would  he  b.illance  heaven  and  hell  together^ 
And  all  that  did  within  them  all  contain  ; 
Or  aU  whofe  weight  he  would  not  mifs  a  feather. 
And  look  what  furplus  did  of  each  remain. 
He  would  tg  his  o-Wft, part  reftore  the  fame  again. 
'    Vol.  IL  M 
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XXXII. 

For  why,  he  faid,  they  all  unequal  were. 
And  had  encroached  upon  others  fhare; 
Like  as  the  Tea  (which  plain  he  fhewed  there) 
Had  worne  the  earth  :  (o  did  the  fire  the  air  ;         j 
So  all  the  reft  did  others  parts  empair. 
And  fo  were  realms  and  nations  run  awry. 
All  which  he  undertook  for  to  repair. 
In  fort  as  they  were  formed  anciently  -, 

And  all  things  would  reduce  unto  equality. 

XXXIII. 

Therefore  the  vulgar  did  about  him  flock. 
And  clufter  thick  unto  his  leafings  vain  ; 
Like  foolifh  flies  about  an  honey-crock. 
In  hope  by  him  great  benefit  to  gain. 
And  uncontrolled  freedom  to  obtain. 
All  which,  when  Arthegd  did  fee  and  hear. 
How  he  mifled  the  fimple  peoples  train, 
In  'fdeignful  wife  he  drew  unto  him  near. 

And  thus  unto  him  fpake,  without  regard  or  fear. 
XXXIV. 

Thou  that  prefum'ft  to  weigh  the  world  anew, 
And  all  things  to  an  equal  to  reftore, 
Inftead  of  right,  me  feems  great  wrong  doft  Ihew, 
And  far  above  thy  forces  pitch  to  foare. 
For  ere  thou  limit  what  is  lefs  or  more 
In  every  thing,  thou  oughteft  firfl:  to  know, 
What  was  the  poife  of  every  part  of  yore  : 
And  look  then  hov/  much  it  doth  overflow, 

Or  fail  thereof,  io  much  is  more  than  jutl  1  trow. 

XXXV. 

For  at  the  firft,  they  all  created  were 

in  goodly  meafure,   by  their  makers  might ; 
And  weighed  out  in  ballances  fo  near, 
That  not  a  dram  was  miffing  of  their  rights 
The  earth  was  in  the  middle  centre  pight, 
In  which  it  doth  immoveable  abide, 
Hemd  in  with  waters,  like  a  wall  in  fight : 
And  they  with  air,  that  not  a  drop  can  Aide  : 

A.11  which  the  heavens  contain,  and  in  their  courfes  guile 
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XXXVI. 

>uch  heavenly  juftice  doth  among  them  reign, 

That  every  one  do  know  their  certain  bound, 
I  In  which  they  do  thefe  many  years  remain  j 
j  And  mongft  them  all  no  change  hath  yet  been  found. 
But  if  thou  now  fhouid'ft  weigh  them  new  in  poundj 
We  are  not  fure  they  would  fo  long  remain  : 
All  change  is  per'lous,  and  all  chance  unfound. 
Therefore  leave  off  to  weigh  them  all  again, 
till  we  may  be  alTur'd  they  fhall  their  cou-rle  retain, 
:  XXXVII. 

f  hou  foolifh  Elf  faid  then  the  Giant  wroth, 
!  Seeft  not  how  badly  all  things  prefent  be, 
i  And  each  eftate  quite  out  of  order  go'th  ? 
I  The  fea  it  felf  doft  thou  not  plainly  fee 
I  Encroach  upon  the  land  there  under  thee  •, 
I  And  th'  earth  it  felf  how  daily  it's  increaft. 

By  all  that  dying  to  it  turned  be  ? 
I  Were  it  not  good  that  wrong  were  then  furceaft, 
jlnd  from  the  moft,  that  feme  were  given  to  the  lead, 
\  XXXVIII. 

fherefore  I  will  throw  down  thofe  mountains  hio-h, 
i;  And  make  them  level  with  the  lowly  plain  : 
I  Thele  towring  rocks,  which  reach  unto  the  fky, 

I  will  thruft  down  into  the  deepeft  main, 
;   And  as  they  were,  them  equalize  again. 
Tyrants  that  make  men  fuDJed  to  their  law, 
I  will  fupprefs,  that  they  no  more  may  reign  j 
And  Lordings  curb,  that  commons  over-awe  ; 
iind  all  the  wealth  of  rich  men,  to  the  poor  will  dravv', 
XXXIX. 
f  things  unfeen  how  canft  thou  deem  aright, 
jl   Then  anfwered  the  righteous  Arthegal, 
\  Sith  thou  mifdeem'ft  lb  much  of  things  in  fight  ? 
jj ,  What  though  the  fea  with  waves  continual 
I    Do  eat  the  earth,  it  is  no  more  at  all : 
I   Nc  is  the  earth  the  lels,  or  iofeth  ought ; 
For  whatfover  from  one  place  doth  fall. 
Is  with  the  tide  unto  another  brought : 
'^i  there  is  nQthrn^g  loft,  that  may  be  found,  if  foughr, 

M  2 


i8o  THE  FAIRY  QJJE  EN.    Book  V 

XL. 

Likewife  the  earth  is  not  augmented  more. 
By  all  that  dying  into  it  do  fade. 
For  of  the  earth  they  formed  were  of  yore  ; 

'  However  gay  their  bloffom  or  their  blade 
Do   flourifli  now,  they  into  duft  fhall  vade. 
What  wrong  then  is  it,  if  that  when  they  die. 
They  turn  to  that  whereof  they  firft  were  made? 
All  in  the  powre  of  their  great  maker  lie  : 
All  creatures  muft  obey  the  voice  of  the  molt  High. 

XLI. 
They  live,  they  die,  like  as  he  doth  ordain, 
Ne  ever  any  aflceth  reafon  why. 
The  hills  do  not  the  lowly  dales  difdain  ; 
The  dales  do  not  the  lofty  hills  envy. 
He  maketh  Kings  to  fit  in  foverainty  ; 
He  maketh  fubjedrs  to  their  povv^re  obey  -, 
He  pulleth  down,   he  fetteth  up  on  high. 
He  gives  to  this,  from  that  he  takes  away  -, 

For  all  we  have  is  his  :  what  he  lift  do,  he  may. 

XLIL 

Whatever  thing  is  done,   by  him  is  done, 
Ne  any  may  his  mighty  will  withftand  ; 
Ne  any  may  his  Ibveraine  power  fhun, 
Ne  loofe  that  he  hath  bound  with  ftedfaft  band. 
In  vain  therefore  doft  thou  now  take  in  hand. 
To  call  to  count,  or  weigh  his  works  anev7. 
Whole  counfels  depth  thou  canfi:  not  underftand, 
Sith  of  things  fubje6l  to  thy  daily  view 

Thou  doft  not  ivnow  the  caufes,  nor  their  courfes  due 
XLIIL 

For  take  thy  ballance  (if  thou  be  fo  wife) 

And  weigh  the  Vv'ind  that  under  heaven  doth  blow ; 
Or  weigh  the  light,  that  in  the  Ec?Ji  doth  rife 
Or  weigh  the  thought, that  from  mans  mind  doth  flow 
But  if  the  weight  of  thefe  thou  canft  not  ftiow,   — 
Weigh  but  one  word  which  from  thy  lips  doth  fall. 
For  how  canft  thou  thofe  greater  fecrets  know, 
That  doft  not  know  the  leaft  thing  of  them  all  ? 

Ill  can  he  rule  the  great,,  that  cannot  reach  the  fmall. 
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j  XLIV. 

iTherewith  the  Giant  much  abafhed  faid, 

That  he  of  little  things  made  reckoning  light; 
Yet  the  lead  v/ord  that  ever  could  be  laid 
Within  his  ballance,  he  could  weigh  aright. 
Which  is,  faid  he,  more  heavy  than  in  weight. 
The  right  or  wrong,  the  falfe  or  eife  the  true  ? 
He  anfwered,  that  he  would  try  it  ftraight. 
I    So  he  the  words  into  his  ballance  threw : 
But  ftraight  the  winged  words  out  of  the  ballance  flew. 
\  XLV. 

Wroth  wext  he  then,  and  faid  that  words  were  light, 
I    Ne  would  within  his  ballance  well  abide, 
I    But  he  could  juflly  weigh  the  wrong  or  right. 
Well  then,  faid  Arihegal^  let  it  be  tride„ 
Firffc  in  one  ballance  kt  the  true  afide. 
He  did  fo  firft,  and  then  the  faife  he  laid 
In  th*  other  fcale ;  but  ftill  it  down  did  Aide, 
And  by  no  means  could  in  the  weight  be  (laid, 
ii^or  by  no  means  the  falfe  will  with  the  truth  be  weighd. 

XLVI. 
vFow  take  the  right  likewife,   faid  ArthegaU 

And  counterpeife  the  fame  with  fo  much  wrong. 
t   So  firft  the  right  he  put  into  one  fcale ; 
I   And  then  the  Giant  ftrove  with  puiftance  ftrong 
ij   To  fill  the  other  fcale  with  fo  much  wrong. 
j  But  all  the  wrongs  that  he  therein  could  lay, 
|i   Might  not  it  peiie  •,  yet  did  he  labour  long, 
j   And  fwate,  and  chauft,  and  proved  every  way  : 
Ifet  all  tile  wrongs  could  not  a  little  right  down  lay. 


\  XLV  II 


|Vhich  when  he  law,  he  greatly  grew  in  rage, 
t|  And  almoft  would  his  ballances  have  broken  : 
i  But  Arthegal  him  fairly  'gan  aiTuage, 
;■  And  faid  \   be  not  upon  thy  ballance  wroken  ; 
I  For  they  do  nought  but  right  or  wrong  betoken  ;, 
i]  But  in  the  mind  the  doom  of  right  muft  be-, 
I  And  fo  likewife  of  words,  the  which  be  fpoken, 
\  The  ear  muft  be  tiie  ballance,  to  decree 
ijlnd  judge,  whether  with  truth  or  falfhood  they  agree. 

M  3       _ 


i8a  THE  FAIRY  QJJEEN.       Book  V, 

XLVIII. 

But  fet  the  truth,  and  fet  the  right  afide 

(For  they  with  wrong  or  falfhood  will  not  fare) 
And  put  two  wrongs  together  to  be  tride. 
Or  ell'e  two  falfes,  of  each  equal  fhare ; 
And  then  together  do  them  both  compare ; 
For  truth  is  one,  and  right  is  ever  one. 
So  did  he,  and  then  plain  it  did  appear, 
"Whether  of  them  the  greater  were  attone. 

But  right  fate  in  the  middeft  of  the  beam  alone. 

XLIX. 

But  he  the  right  from  thence  did  thruft  away. 
For  it  was  not  the  right  which  he  did  feek  5 
But  rather  Itrove  extremities  to  weigh, 
Th'one  to  diminifh,  th' other  for  to  eke. 
For  of  the  mean  he  greatly  did  mifleek. 
Whorn  when  fo  lewdly-minded  Talus  found, 
Approaching  nigh  uhto  him  cheek  by  cheek, 
He  fnoulder'd  him  from  oiF  the  higher  ground. 

And  down  the  rock  him  throwing,in  the  fea  him  drown'd 

L. 

Like  as  a  Ship,  whom  cruel  tempefl  drives  . 
Upon  a  rock  with  horrible  difmay. 
Her  fhatter'd  ribs  in  thoufand  pieces  rives. 
And  fpoiling  all  her  gears  and  goodly  ray. 
Does  make  her  felf  misfortunes  piteous  prey: 
So  down  the  cliff  the  wretched  Giant  tumbled; 
His  battred  ballances  in  pieces  lay. 
His  timber'd  bones  all  broken  rudely  rumbled  : 

So  was  the  high-afpyring  with  huge  ruin  humbled. 

LI. 

That  when  the  people,  which  had  thereabout 
l.-ong  waited,  faw  his  fudden  defolation. 
They  'gan  to  gather  in  tumultuous  rout. 
And  mutining,  to  ftir  up  civil  fa6lion. 
For  certain  lofs  of  fo  great  expedation. 
For  well  they  hoped  to  have  got  great  good. 
And  wondrous  riches  by  his  innovation, 
'i'heretore  refclving  to  revenge  his  blood. 

They  role  in  arms,  and  all  in  battle  order  ftood. 
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LII. 

Which  lawlefs  multitude  him  coming  to 
In  warhke  wife,  when  Arthegal  did  view. 
He  much  was  troubled,  ne  wift  what  to  do. 
For  loth  he  was  his  noble  hands  t'embrue 
In  the  bale  blood  of  ilich  a  rafcal  crew  : 
And  otherwife,  if  that  he  fhould  retire, 
I     He  fear'd  left  they  with  fhame  would  him  purfue. 

Therefore  he  ^aius  to  them  fent,  t'inquire 
The  caufe  of  their  array,  and  truce  for  to  defire. 

LIII. 
jBut  foon  as  they  him  nigh  approaching  fpide. 
They  'gan  with  all  their  weapons  him  aflay. 
And  rudely  ilrook  at  him  on  every  fide  : 
Yet  nought  they  could  him  hurt,  ne  ought  difmay. 
But  when  at  them  he  with  his  flail  'gan  lay. 
He  like  a  fwarm  of  flies  them  overthrew  i 
Ne  any  of  them  durfl  come  in  his  way, 
•   But  here  and  there  before  his  prefence  flew. 
And  hid  themielves  in  holes  and  bufhes  from  his  view. 

1  As  when  a  Faulcon  hath  with  nimble  flight 
Flown  at  a  flufh  of  Ducks,  foreby  the  brook. 
The  trembling  fowl  difmay'd  with  dreadful  fight 
Of  death,  the  which  them  almoft  over-took. 
Do  hide  themfelves  from  her  aftonying  look, 
Amongft  the  flags  and  covert  round  abouc. 
When  "Talus  faw  they  all  the  field  forfook, 

jj      And  none  appear'd  of  all  that  rafcal  rout. 
To  Jrtbega^  he  turn'd,  and  went  with  him  throughout. 
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CANTO     III. 

The  Jpoufals  cf  fair  Florimel, 

Where  turney  many  Knights: 
There  Braggadochio  is  unca£-A 

In  all  the  Ladies  Jtghts, 

I. 

After  long  florms  and  tempefts  over-blown. 
The  Sun  at  length  his  joyous  face  doth  clear: 
So  whenas  fortune  all  her  fpight  hath  fhown, 
Sume  blifsful  hours  at  laft  mufi:  needs  appear  ; 
Elfe  Ihould  afflidled  wights  ofttimes  defpair. 
So  comes  it  now  to  Florimell  by  tourn. 
After  long  forrows  fuffered  whylear. 
In  which  captiv'd  fhe  many  months  did  mourn. 

To  taile  of  joy,  and  to  wont  pleafures  to  retourn. 

II. 

Who  being  freed  from  Proteus  cruel  band 
By  Marinel^  was  unto  him  affide, 

'    And  by  him  brought  again  to  Fairy  land; 

"Where  he  her  fpous'd,  and  made  his  joyous  bride. 
The  time  and  place  was  blazed  far  and  wide  ; 
And  folemn  feafts  and  giufts  ordain'd  therefore. 
To  v/hich  there  did  refort  from  every  lide 
Of  Lords  and  Ladies  infinite  great  (lore ; 

Ne  any  Knight  was  abfent  that  brave  courage  bore. 

III. 

To  tell  the  glory  of  the  feaft  that  da]/, 
The  goodly  fervice,  the  deviceful  fights, 
The  Bridegrooms  ftate,  the  Bride's  moll  rich  aray. 
The  pride  of  Ladies,  and  the  worth  of  Knights, 
The  royal  banqu&ts,  and  the  rare  delights, 
V/ere  work  fit  for  an  Heralid,   not  for  me : 
But  for  io  much  as  to  my  lot  here  lights. 
That  with  this  prefent  treatife  doth  agree. 

True  vertLie  to  advance,  Ihail  here  recounted  be. 
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IV. 

When  all  men  had  with  full  fatiety 

Of  meats  and  drinks  their  appetites  fuffiz'd. 

To  deeds  of  arms  and  proof  of  chevalrie 

They  'gan  themfelves  addrefs,  full  rich  aguiz*d. 

As  each  one  had  his  furnitures  deviz'd. 

And  firft  of  all  iffu'd  Sir  Marinell, 

And  with  him  fix  Knights  more,  which  enterpriz'd 

To  challenge  all  in  right  oi  FlorimeU^ 

And  to  maintain  that  £he  all  others  did  excell. 

V 

The  firft  of  them  was  hight  Sir  Orimonf-, 
A  noble  Knight,  and  tride  in  hard  afiTays  : 
The  fecond  had  to  name  Sir  Beilifont^ 
But  fecond  unto  none  in  prowefs  praifej 
The  third  was  Brunei,  famous  in  his  days  ; 
The  fourth  Ecaftor,  of  exceeding  might  •, 
The  fifth  Arrneddan^  skill'd  in  lovely  lays  ; 
The  fixth  was  Lanfack^  a  redoubted  Knight : 

All  fix  well  iztn.  in  arms,  and  prov'd  in  many  a  fight. 

VI. 

And  them  againfl:  came  all  that  lift  to  giufl:. 
From  every  coafl:,  and  country  under  fun : 
None  was  debar*d,  but  all  had  leave  that  lull. 
The  trumpets  found  ;  then  all  together  run. 
Full  many  deeds  of  arms  that  day  were  done. 
And  many  Knights  unhorft,  and  many  wounded. 
As  fortune  fell  j  yet  little  lod  or  won  : 
But  all  that  day  the  greateft  praife  redounded 

To  MarineU,  whofe  name  the  Heralds  loud  refounded. 

VII. 

The  fecond  day,  fo  foon  as  morrow  light 
Appear'd  in  heaven  into  the  field  they  came. 
And  there  all  day  continu'd  cruel  fight. 
With  diverfe  fortune  fit  for  fuch  a  game. 
In  which  all  firove  with  peril  to  win  fame. 
Yet  whether  fide  was  vid:or,  n'ote  be  gued  : 
But  at  the  laft,  the  trumpets  did  proclaim 
That  Aiarinell  tliat  day  deferved  beft. 

So  they  difparted  were,  and  all  mea  went  to  red.      =*• 
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VIIL  ^ 

The  third  day  came,  that  fhould  due  trial  lend 
Of  all  the  reft,  and  then  this  warlike  crew- 
Together  met,  of  all  to  make  an  end, 
There  Marinell  great  deeds  of  arms  did  fhew  i 
And  through  the  thickeft  like  a  Lyon  flew, 
Rafhing  off  helms,  and  riving  plates  afunder. 
That  every  one  his  danger  did  efdiew. 
So  terribly  his  dreadful  ftrokes  did  thunder. 

That  all  men  ftood  amaz*d,  and  at  his  might  did  wonder, 

IX. 

But  what  on  earth  can  always  happy  ftand  ? 
The  greateft  prowefs  greater  perils  find. 
So  far  he  paft  amongft  his  enemies  band. 
That  they  have  him  enclofed  fo  behind. 
As  by  no  means  he  can  himfelf  out-wind. 
And  now  perforce  they  have  him  prifoner  taken  ; 
And  now  they  do  with  captive  bands  him  bind; 
And  now  they  lead  him  thence  of  all  forfaken, 

Unlefs  fome  fuccour  had  in  time  him  overtaken. 

X. 

It  fortun'd  whilft  they  were  thus  ill  befet. 
Sir  Arthegal  into  the  tilt-yard  came, 
With  Braggadochio^  whom  he  lately  met 
"Upon  the  way,  with  that  his  fnowy  Dame. 
"Where  when  he  underftood  by  common  fame. 
What  evil  hap  to  Marinell  betid, 
He  much  was  mov'd  at  fo  unworthy  fhame. 
And  ftraight  that  boafter  pray'd,  with  whom  he  rid, 

To  change  his  fhield  with  him,  to  be  the  better  hid. 

XL 

So  forth  he  went,  and  foon  them  over-hent. 
Where  they  v/ere  leading  Marinell  away. 
Whom  he  affail'd  with  dreadlefs  hardmient. 
And  torc'd  the  burden  of  their  prize  to  (lay. 
They  were  an  hundred  Knights  of  that  array  ; 
'Of  v/hich  th'one  half  upon  himfelf  did  fet. 
The  other  flraid  behind  to  guard  the  prey. 
But  he  ere  long  the  former  fifty  bet ; 

And  trom  the  other  fifty,  foon  the  prifoner  fet. 
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XII. 

So  back  he  brought  Sir  Marimll  away. 
Whom  having  quickly  arm'd  again  anew. 
They  both  together  joined  might  and  main. 
To  fet  afrefh  on  all  the  other  crew. 
"Whom  with  fore  havock  foon  they  overthrew^ 
And  chafed  quite  out  of  the  field,  that  none 
Againft  them  durft  his  head  to  peril  fhew. 
So  were  they  lefc  Lords  of  the  field  alone: 

So  Marinell  by  him  was  refcu'd  from  his  fone, 

XIII. 

Which  when  he  had  perform*d,  then  back  again 
To  Braggadochw  did  his  fhield  reflore  : 
Who  all  this  while  behind  him  did  remain. 
Keeping  there  ciofe  with  him  in  precious  ftore 
That  his  falfe  Lady,  as  ye  heard  afore. 
Then  did  the  trumpets  found,  and  judges  rofe. 
And  all  thefe  Knights,  which  that  day  armour  bore. 
Came  to  the  open  hall,  to  liften  whole 

The  honour  of  l£e  prize  fhould  be  adjudg'd  by  thofe. 

XIV. 

And  thither  alfo  came  in  open  fight 
Fair  Florimell  into  the  common  hall. 
To  greet  his  guerdon  unto  every  Knight, 
And  beftto  him,  to  whom  the  beft  Ihould  fall. 
Then  for  that  ftranger  Knight  they  loud  did  call. 
To  whom  that  day  they  fhould  the  girlond  yield  -, 
Who  came  not  forth  :   but  for  Sir  Arthegall 
Came  Braggadochio^  and  did  fhew  his  fhield. 

Which  bore  the  fun,  broad  blazed  in  a  golden  fields 

XV. 

The  fight  whereof  did  all  with  gladnefs  fill : 
So  unto  him  they  did  addeem  the  prize 
Of  ail  that  triumph.    Then  the  trum.pets  flirili 
Don  Braggadochio^s  name  refounded  thrife  : 
So  courage  lent  a  cloak  to  cowardife. 
And  then  to  him  came  faireft  Florimdl^ 
And  goodly  'gan  to  greet  his  brave  emprife. 
And  thoufand  thanks  him  yield,  that  had  {o  well 

Approv'd  that  day,  that  fhe  all  others  did  excelL 
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XVI. 

To  whom  the  boader,  that  all  Knights  did  blot. 
With  proud  difdain  did  fcornful  anfwer  make; 
That  what  he  did  that  day,  he  did  it  not 
For  her,  but  for  his  own  dear  Ladies  fake ; 
Whom  on  his  peril  he  did  undertake. 
Both  her,  and  eke  all  others  to  excell  : 
And  further  did  uncomely  fpeeches  crake. 
Much  did  his  words  the  gentle  Lady  quell. 
And  turn'd  afide  for  fhame  to  hear  what  he  did  tell. 

XVIL 
Then  forth  he  brought  his  fnowy  Florimell, 
Whom  Trompart  had  in  keeping  there  befide, 
Cover'd  from  peoples  gazement  with  a  veil. 
Whom  when  difcover'd  they  had  throughly  ey'd, 
With  great  amazement  they  were  ftupifide ; 
And  faid  that  furely  Florimell  it  was. 
Or  if  it  were  not  Florimell  fo  tride. 
That  Florimell  her  felf  (lie  then  did  pafs. 
So  feeble  skill  of  perfect  things  the  vulgar  has. 

XVIII. 
Which  whenas  Marinel  beheld  likewife. 
He  was  therewith  exceedingly  difmaid; 
I^e  wift  he  what  to  think,  or  to  devife : 
But  like  as  one,  whom  Fiends  had  made  affraid, 
He  long  aftonifht  flood:  ne  ought  he  faid, 
Ne  ought  he  did,  but  with  fail  fixed  eyes 
He  gazed  ftill  upon  that  fnowy  maid  : 
Whom  ever  as  he  did  the  more  avize. 
The  more  to  be  true  Florimell  he  did  furmize. 

XIX. 
As  when  two  funs  appear  in  th'azure  sky. 
Mounted  in  Fhcehus  charet  firy  bright ; 
Both  darting  forth  fair  beams  to  each  mans  eye. 
And  both  adorn'd  with  lamps  of  flaming  light. 
All  that  behold  fo  ftrange  prodigious  fight. 
Not  knov/ing  natures  work,  nor  what  to  ween. 
Are  rapt  with  vvonder,  and  with  rare  affright: 
So  ilood  Sir  MarinelU  when  he  had  {t^n 
The  femblant  of  this  falfe  by  his  fair  beauties  Queen, 
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■    XX.- 
All  which,  when  Arthegal  (who  all  this  while 

Stood  in  the  preafe  d'ofe  cover'd)  well  had  viewM, 
And  faw  that  boafters  pride  and  gracelefs  guilcj 
He  could  no  longer  bear,  but  forth  ilTu'd, 
And  unto  all  himfeif  there  open  Ihew'd  : 
And  to  the  boafter  faid  •,  Thou  Lolei  bafe. 
That  haft  with  borrow'd  plumes  thy  felf  endu'd. 
And  others  worth  with  leafings  doft  detace, 
When  they  are  all  reftor'd,  thou  fhalt  reft  in  difgrace, 

XXI. 
That  fhield  which  thou  doft  bear,  was  it  indeed 
Which  this  davs  honour  fav'd  to  Marimll ; 
But  not  that  arm,  nor  thou  the  man  I  read, 
W^hich  didft  that  fervice  unto  FlorimelL 
For  proof,  fhew  forth  thy  fword,  and  let  it  tell, 
What  ftrokes,  what  dreadful  ftoure  it  ftird  this  day  : 
Or  fhew  the  wounds  which  unto  thee  befell  j 
Or  flievv  the  fweat,  with  which  thou  diddeft  fway 
So  (harp  a  battle,  that  fo  many  did  difmay. 

XXII. 
But  this  the  fword,  which  wrought  thofe  cruel  ftounds. 
And  this  the  arm,  the  which  that  fhield  did  bear. 
And  thefe  the  figns  (fo  lliewed  forth  his  w^ounds) 
By  which  that  glory  gotten  doth  appear. 
As  for  this  Lady  which  he  (heweth  here. 
Is  not  (I  wager)  Florimell  at  all ; 
But  fome  fair  Franion,  fit  for  fuch  a  Fere, 
That  by  misfortune  in  his  hand  did  fall. 
For  proof  whereof,  he  bade  them  Florimell  forth  calL 

XXIII. 
So  forth  the  noble  Lady  was  y brought, 

Adorn*d  with  honour  and  all  comely  grace  : 
Whereto  her  baflirul  Ifiamefac'dnefs  y  wrought 
v     A  great  increafe  in  her  fair  blulhing  face  j 
As  Rofes  did  with  Lillies  interlace. 
For  of  thofe  words,  the  which  that  boafter  threw. 
She  inly  yet  conceived  great  difgrace. 
Whom  whenas  all  the  people  fuch  did  view, 
.   They  ftiouted  igud,  and  Agns  of  gladnsfs  all  did  ftiew. 
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XXIV. 

Then  did  he  fet  her  by  that  fnowy  one. 
Like  the  true  Saint  befide  the  Image  fet  i 
Of  both  their  beauties  to  make  paragone. 
And  trial,  whether  Ihould  the  honour  get. 
Straightway  To  Toon  as  both  together  met, 
Th'  enchanted  damzell  vanifht  into  nought  : 
Her  fnov/y  fubftance  melted  as  with  heat, 
Ne  of  that  goodly  hue  remained  ought, 

But  th'empty  girdle,  which  about  her  waift  was  wroyght- 

XXV. 

As  when  the  daughter  of  'Thaumantes  fair. 
Hath  in  a  watry  cloud  difplayed  wide 
Her  goodly  bow,  which  paints  the  liquid  air. 
That  all  men  wonder  at  her  colours  pride  j 
All  fuddenly,  ere  one  can  look  afide. 
The  glorious  pi(5ture  vanitheth  away, 
Ne  any  token  doth  thereof  abide : 
So  did  his  Ladies  goodly  form  decay. 

And  into  nothing  go,  ere  one  could  it  bewray, 

XXVI. 

Which  whenas  all  that  prefent  v,^ere  beheld. 
They  llriken  were  with  great  aftonilhm.ent ; 
And  their  faint  hearts  with  fenfelefs  horrour  quell'd. 
To  fee  the  thing  that  feem*d  fo  excellent, 
So  ftolen  from  their  fancies  wonderment ; 
That  what  of  it  became,  none  under{tood^ 
And  Braggadochio  felf  with  dreriment 
So  daunted  was  in  his  deipairing  mood. 

That  like  a  lifelefs  corfe  immoveable  he  Hood- 

XXVIi. 

But  Arthegal  that  golden  belt  uptook. 

The  which  of  all  her  fpoil  was  only  left  j 
Which  was  not  hers,  as  many  it  miilook. 
But  Florimells  own  girdle,  from  her  reft, 
While  Ihe  was  flying,  like  a  weary  weft. 
From  that  foul  monfter,  which  did  her  compeli 
To  perils  great;  v/hich  he  unbuckling  eft, 
Prefented  to  the  faireft  Fbrhmll : 

Who  round  about  her  tender  waiit  it  fitted  wcU, 
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XXVIII. 

Full  many  Ladies  often  had  alTayM, 

About  their  middles  that  fair  belt  to  knit ; 
And  many  a  one  fupposd  to  be  a  maid  : 
Yet  it  to  none  of  all  their  loins  would  fit, 
Till  Florimell  about  her  faftcn*d  it. 
Such  power  it  had,  that  to  no  womans  waift 
By  any  fkill  or  labour  it  would  fit, 
Unlefs  that  fhe  were  continent  and  chafle. 

But  it  would  loofe  or  break,  that  many  had  difgrac'd, 

XXIX. 

WhiliL  thus  they  bufied  were  'bout  Florimell^ 
And  boaftful  Braggadochio  to  defame, 
Sir  Guyon  (as  by  fortune  them  befell) 
Forth  from  the  thickeft:  preafe  of  people  came. 
His  own  good  fteed,  which  he  had  lloln,  to  claim. 
And  th'  one  hand  feizing  on  his  golden  bit. 
With  th'  other  drew  his  fword  Tfoc  with  the  fame 
He  meant  the  thief  there  deadly  to  have  fmit : 

And  had  he  not  been  held,  he  nought  had  fniVd  of  it. 

2vXX. 

Thereof  great  hurly  burly  moved  was 

Throughout  the  hall,  for  that  fame  warlike  horfe. 

For  Braggadochio  would  not  let  him  pafs  j 

And  Guy  on  would  him  algates  have  perforce. 

Or  it  approve  upon  his  carion  corfe. 

Which  troublous  ftir  when  Arthegal  perceiv'd. 

He  nigh  them  drew,  to  fcav  th'avengers  force  ; 

And  'gan  inquire,  how  was  that  fteed  bereav'd, 

Whether  by  might  extort,  or  elfe  by  ileight  deceiv'd, 

XXXI. 

Who  all  that  piteous  flory,  which  befell 

About  that  woeful  couple,  which  v/ere  Oain, 
And  their  young  bloody  babe,  to  him  'gan  tell  \ 
With  whom  whiles  he  did  in  the  wood  remain. 
His  horfe  purloined  was  by  fubtle  train  : 
For  which  he  challenged  the  thief  to  fight. 
But  he  for  nought  could  him  thereto  conuraia  : 
For  as  the  death  he  hated  fuch  defpight, 

And  rather  had  to  lole,  thun  try  in  arms  his  riglit. 
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XXXII. 

Which  Arthegal  well  hearing,  though  no  more 
By  law  of  arms  there  need  ones  right  to  try. 
As  was  the  wont  of  warlike  Knights  of  yore. 
Than  that  his  foe  {hould  him  the  field  deny  : 
Yet  further  right  by  tokens  to  defcry. 
He  afkt  what  privy  tokens  he  did  bear. 
If  that  faid  Guyon,  may  you  fatisfie, 
"Within  his  mouth  a  black  fpot  doth  appear, 
Shap'd  like  a  hories  fhoe,  who  lift  to  feek  it  there. 

XXXIII. 
Whereof  to  make  due  trial,  one  did  take 

The  horfe  in  hand,  within  his  mouth  to  look  : 
But  with  his  heels  fo  forely  he  him  drake. 
That  all  his  ribs  he  quite  in  pieces  brake. 
That  never  word  from  that  day  forth  he  fpoke. 
Another  that  would  feem  to  have  more  wit, 
Him  by  the  bright  embroidred  head-flail  took  : 
But  by  the  fhoulder  him  fo  fore  he  bit. 
That  he  him  maimed  quite,  and  all  his  fhoulder  fpUt. 

XXXIV. 
Ne  he  his  miOuth  would  open  unto  wight, 
Untill  that  Guyon  felf  unto  him  fpake. 
And  called  Brigadore  (fo  was  he  hight :) 
Whofe  voice  fo  foon  as  he  did  undertake, 
Eftfoons  he  flood  as  flill  as  any  flake. 
And  fufFred  all  his  fecret  mark  to  fee : 
And  whenas  he  him  nam'd,  for  joy  he  brake 
His  bands,  and  follow'd  him  with  gladfui  glee. 
And  frifKt,  and  fiung  aloft,  and  loutcd  low  on  knee. 

XXXV. 
Thereby  Sir  Arthegal  did  plain  areed, 

That  unto  him  the  horfe  belong'd,  and  faid  j 
Lo  there  Sir  Guyon^  take  to  you  the  fleed. 
As  he  with  golden  faddle  is  array'd  : 
And  let  that  Lofel,  plainly  now  difplay'd,  '- 

Hence  fare  on  foot,   till  he  an  horfe  have  galn'd. 
But  the  proud  boafler  'gan  his  doom  upbraid. 
And  him  revil'd,  and  rated,  and  difdain'd. 
That  judgement  fo  unjult  againfl  him  had  ordain'd. 
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XXXVI. 

Much  was  the  Knight  incenc'd  with  his  lewd  word. 
To  have  revenged  that  his  villany  : 
And  thrice  did  lay  his  hand  upon  his  fword^ 
To  have  him  llain,  or  dearly  doen  aby, 
But  Guy  on  did  his  choler  pacify. 
Saying,   Sir  Knight,  it  v/ould  difhonour  be 
To  you,  that  are  our  judge  of  equity, 
To  wreak  your  v/rath  on  fuch  a  Carle  as  he : 

It's  punifliment  enough,  that  all  his  fliame  do  fee, 
XXXVII. 

So  did  he  mitigate  Sir  Arthegail-^ 

-  But  TV^/z/j  by  the  back  the  boafter  hent. 
And  drawing  him  out  of  the  open  hall. 
Upon  him  did  inflid  this  punifhment. 
Firfl  he  his  beard  did  ihave,  and  foul)^  fhent ; 
Then  from  him  reft  his  fhield,  and  it  renverft^ 
And  blotted  out  his  arms  with  falihood  blent^ 
And  himfelf  balFuld,  and  his  arms  unherft. 

And  broke  his  fword  in  twain,  and  all  his  armour  fperft. 
XXXVIII. 

The  whiles  his  guileful  groom  was  fled  away  : 
But  vain  it  was  to  think  from  him  to  fly. 
Who  overtaking  him  did  difarray. 
And  all  his  face  deform'd  with  infamy. 
And  out  of  court  him  fcourged  openly. 
So  ought  all  fay  tours,  that  true  knighthood  fiiamCj 
And  arms  diflionour  with  bafe  villany. 
From  all  brave  Knights  be  baniflit  with  defame, 

For  oft  their  lewdnefs  blotteth  good  deferts  with  blame. 
XXXIX. 

Now  when  thefe  counterfeits  were  thus  uncas*d 
Out  of  the  fore-fide  of  their  forgery. 
And  in  the  fight  of  all  men  clean  difgrac'd. 
All  'gan  to  jeft  and  gibe  full  merrily 
At  the  remembrance  of  their  knavery. 
Ladies  'gan  laugh  at  Ladies,  Knights  at  Knights, 
To  think  with  how  great  vaunt  of  bravery 
He  them  abufed  through  his  fubtil  flights. 

And  what  a  glorious  fliew  he  made,  in  all  their  fights. 
Vol.  II.  N 
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XL. 

There  leave  we  them  in  pleafure  and  repaft, 
Spending  their  joyous  days  and  gladful  nights. 
And  taking  ufury  of  time  forepafb. 
With  all  dear  delices  and  rare  delights. 
Fit  for  fuch  Ladies  and  fuch  lovely  Knights  : 
And  turn  we  here  to  this  fair  furrows  end 
Our  weary  yokes,  to  gather  frefher  fprights, 
That  whena-s  time  to  Arthegd  fhall  tend. 

We  on-  his  firft  adventure  may  him  forward  fend. 


CANTO    IV. 

Arthegal  dealeth  right  betwixt 
''Two  brethren  that  do  Jirive : 

Saves  Terpine  from  the  gallow  tree,. 
And  doth  from  death  reprive. 

I. 

'hofo  upon  himfelf  will  take  the  skill- 
True  juftice  unto  people  to  divide. 
Have  need  of  mighty  hands  for  to  fulfill 
That  which  he  doth  with  righteous  doom  decide.;, 
And  for  to  maifter  wrong  and  puilTant  pride. 
For  vain  it  is  to  deem  ©f  ihings  aright. 
And  makes  wrong-doers  j\i  ft  ice  to  deride, 
Unlefs  it  be  perform'd  with  dreadlefs  might. 

For  powre  is  the  right  hand  of  Juftice  truly  hight. 

II. 

Therefore  whylome  to  Knights  of  great  emprife. 
The  charge  of  Juftice  given  was  in  truft. 
That  they  might  execute  her  judgements  wife,. 
And  with  their  might  beat  down^  licentious  luft,. 
Which  proudly  did  impugne  her  fentence  juft. 
Whereof  no  braver  precedent  this  day 
Remains  on  earth,  preferv'd  from  iron  ruft  " 
Of  rude  oblivion,  and  long  times  decay, 

Tlian  this  of  Arthegal^  which  here  we  have  to  fayo 
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IIL 

Who  having  lately  left  that  lovely  pair, 
Enlinked  fall  in  wedlocks  loyal  bond, 
Bold  Marinell  with  Florbnell  the  fair, 

i     With  whom  great  feaft  and  goodly  glee  he  fondg 

I     Departed  from  the  cadle  o{  xhz  ftrond^ 
To  follow  his  adventures  firft:  intent, 
Which  long  ago    he  taken  had  in  hond  : 

'     Ne  wight  with  him  for  his  afllftance  went. 

But  that  great  iron  groom,  his  guard  and  government. 

IV. 

With  whom  as  he  did  pafs  by  the  fea  Ihore, 

He  chanc'd  to  come,  whereas  two  comely  Squires,  . 

Both  brethren,  whom  one  womb  together  bore. 

But  llirred  up  widi  different  delires, 

Together  ftrove,  and  kindled  wrathful  fires  : 

And  them  befide,  two  feemly  damzels  flood. 

By  all  means  leeking  to  affliage  their  ires, 

Now  with  fair  words  but  words  did  little  good :  [mood. 

Now  with  fharpthreatj  butthreatsthe  more  increas'd their 

V. 

And  there  before  them  flood  a  coffer  flrong, 
fad  bound  on  every  fide  with  iron  bands. 
But  feeming  to  have  iliffred  mickle  wrong. 
Either  by  being  wreckt  upon  the  fands, 
Or  being  carried  far  from  foreign  lands, 
Seem'd  that  for  it  thefe  Squires  at  odds  did  fall. 
And  bent  againfl  themfelves  their  cruel  hands. 
But  evermore  thofe  damzels  did  foreftall 

Their  furious  encounter,  and  their  fiercenefs  palL 

VI. 

But  firmly  fixt  they  were,  with  dint  of  fword. 
And  battles  doubtful  proof  their  rights  to  try, 
Ne  other  end  their  fury  would  afford. 
But  what  to  them  fortune  would  juftify. 
So  flood  they  both  in  readinefs  thereby^ 
To  join  the  combat  with  cruel  intent ; 
When  Arthegal  arriving  happily. 
Did  flay  awhile  their  greedy  bickerment. 
Till  he  had  queftioned  the  caufe  ©f  their  dilTent, 
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VII. 

To  whom  the  elder  did  this  anfwer  frame  ; 
Then  weet  ye  Sir,  that  we  two  brethren:  be. 
To  whom  our  Sire,  Milefio  by  name. 
Did  equally  bequeath  his  lands  in  fee, 
Two  iflands,  which  ye  there  before  ye  fee 
Not  far  in  fea  ;  of  which  the  one  appears 
But  like  a  little  mount  of  fmall  degree  ; 
Yet  was  as  great  and  wide  ere  many  years, 

As  that  fame  other  ifle,  that  greater  breadth  now  bears* 

VIII. 

But  trad  of  time,  that  all  things  doth  decay. 
And  this  devouring  fea  that  nought  doth  fpare^ 
The  moft  part  of  my  land  hath  wafht  away. 
And  thrown  it  up  unto  my  brothers  fhare  ; 
So  his  encreafed,  but  mine  did  empair. 
Before  which  time  I  lov'd  as  was  my  lot. 
That  further  maid  hight  Fhiltera  the  fair^ 
,  "With  whom  a  goodly  dowre  I  fbould  have  got. 

And  fhould  have  joined  been  to  her  in  wedlocks  knot, 

IX. 

Then  did  my  younger  brother  Amdas^ 

Love  that  fame  other  damzel  Lui:y  bright. 
To  whom  but  little  dowre  allotted  was  : 
Her  vertue  was  the  dowre  that  did  delight. 
What  better  dowre  can  to  a  Dame  be  hight  ? 
But  now  when  Philtra  faw  my  lands  decay. 
And  former  livel'od  fail,  fhe  left  me  quight. 
And  to  my  brother  did  elope  llraightway  : 

Who  taking  her  from  me,  his  own  Love  left  aftray, 

X. 

She  feeing  then  herfelf  forfaken  fo,, 

Through  dolorous  defpair,  which  fhe  conceiv'd. 
Into  the  fea  herfelf  did  headlong  throw,. 
Thinking  to  have  her  grief  by  death  bereav'd. 
Biit  fee  how  much  her  purpofe  was  deceived. 
Whilft  thus,  amidft  the  billows  beating  of  her, 
Twixt  life  and  death,  long  to  and  fro  Ihe  weav*d. 
She  chanc*d  unwares  to  light  upon  this  coffer. 

Which  tQ:heT  in  that  danger  hope  of  life  did  offer. 
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XI. 

The  wretched  maid,  that  erft  defir'd  to  die, 
Whenas  the  pain  of  death  Die  tafted  had. 
And  but  half  feen  his  ugly  vifnomie, 
Gan  to  repent  that  llie  had  been  fo  mad. 
For  any  death  to  change  Hfe  though  moft  bad : 
^And  catching  hold  of  this  fea-beaten  cheft. 
The  lucky  Pilot  of  her  paffage  fad. 
After  long  tofiing  in  the  feas  diftreft. 

Her  weary  bark  at  iafb  upon  mine  Ifle  did  -red. 

XII. 

Where  I  by  chance  then  wandring  on  the  fliore. 
Did  her  efpy,  and  through  my  good  endeavour. 
From  dreadful  mouth  of  death,  which  threatned  fora 
Her  to  have  fwallow'd  up,  did  help  to  fave  her. 
She  then  in  recompence  of  that  great  favour. 
Which  I  on  her  beftow'd,  beftow'd  on  me 
The  portion  of  that  good  which  Fortune  gave  hefa 
Together  with  her  felf  in  dowry  free  ; 

Both  goodly  portions  5  but  of  both  the  better  fhe, 

XIII. 

Yet  in  this  coffer,  which  (he  with  her  brought. 
Great  treafure  fithence  we  did  find  contain*d  : 
Which  as  our  own  we  took,  and  fo  it  thought. 
But  this  fame  other  damzel  fince  hath  feiga'd. 
That  to  her  felf  that  treafure  appertain'd  •, 
And  that  fhe  did  tranfport  the  fame  by  fea^ 
To  bring  it  to  her  hufband  new  ordainM, 
But  fufFred  cruel  fhipwreck  by  the  way. 

But  whether  it  be  fo  or  no,  I  cannot  fay, 

XIV. 

But  whether  it  indeed  be  fo  or  no. 

This  do  I  fay,  that  what  fo  good  or  ill. 
Or  God  or  Fortune  unto  me  did  throw 
(Not  wronging  any  other  by  my  will) 
I  hold  mine  own  and  fo  will  hold  it  flill. 
And  though  my  land  he  firfl:  did  win  away. 
And  then  my  Love  (though  now  it  little  skill) 
Yet  my  good  luck  he  fhall  not  likewife  prey  j 

But  I  will  it  defend  whilfl  ever  that  I  may. 
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XV. 

So  having  faid,  the  younger  did  enfue  ; 
Full  true  it  is,  whatfo  about  our  land 
My  brother  here  declared  hath  to  you  : 
But  not  for  it  this  odds  twixt  us  doth  fland. 
But  for  this  treafure  thrown  upon  his  ftrand  \ 
Which  well  I  prove,  as  fhall  appear  by  trial. 
To  be  this  maids,  with  whom  I  faftned  hand, 
Known  by  good  marks  and  perfeft  good  efpial : 

Therefore  it  ought  be  rendred  her  without  denial. 

XVI. 

When  they  thus  ended  had,  the  Knight  began  ; 
Certes  your  ftrife  wt^re  eafie  to  accord, 
Would  ye  remit  it  to  fome  righteous  man. 
Unto  your  felf,  faid  they,  we  give  our  word. 
To  bide  that  judgement  ye  fhall  us  afford. 
Then  for  affurance  to  my  doom  to  frand. 
Under  my  foot  let  each  lay  down  his  fvvord. 
And  then  you  fhall  my  fentence  underftand. 

So  each  of  them  laid  down  his  fword  out  of  his  hand. 

XVil. 

Then  Arthegal  thus  to  the  younger  faid  ; 
Now  tell  me  Amidas^  if  that  ye.  may. 
Your  brothers  land  the  which  the  fea  hath  laid 
Unto  your  part,  and  pluckt  from  his  av/ay. 
By  what  good  right  do  you  withhold  this  day  ? 
What  other  right,  quoth  he,  fnould  you  efteem. 
But  that  the  fea  it  to  my  fhare  did  lay  ? 
Your  right  is  good,  faid  he,  and  fo  I  deem^ 

That  what  the  fea  unto  you  fcnt,  your  own  fhould  feem, 

XVIII. 

Then  turning  to  the  elder  thus  he  faid  ; 
Now  Bracidas,  let  this  like  wife  be  Oiown  ; 
Your  brothers  treafure,  which  from  him  is  flraid. 
Being  the  dowry  of  his  Wife  well  known. 
By  what  right  do  you  claim  to  be  your  own  ? 
What  other  right,  quoth  he,  fhould  you  efteem. 
But  that  the  lea  hath  it  unto  me  thrown  ? 
Your  right  is  good,  faid  he,  and  fo  I  deem, 

That  which  the  fea  unto  you  fent,  your  own  fhould  feem. 
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XIX. 

For  equal  right  in  equal  things  doth  Hand  5 
For  what  the  mighty  fea  hath  once  pofleft. 
And  plucked  quite  from  all  polTeffors  hand. 
Whether  by  rage  of  waves,  that  never  reft. 
Or  elfe  by  wreck  that  wretches  hath  diftreft. 
He  may  difpofe  by  his  imperial  might. 
As  thing  at  random  left,  to  whom  he  lift. 
So  Jmidas,  the  land  was  yours  firft  hight. 

And  1©  the  treafure  yours  is  Bracidas  by  right. 

XX. 

When  he  his  fentence  thus  pronounced  had. 
Both  Amidas  and  Fhiltr-a  were  difpleas'd: 
Bwt  Bracidas  and  Lucy  ^itx:^  right  glad. 
And  on  the  treafure  by  that  judgment  feiz^d. 
So  was  their  difcord  by  this  doom  appeas'd. 
And  each  one  had  his  right,    Then  Arthegall^ 
Whenas  their  fharp  comtention  he  had  ceas'd. 
Departed  on  his  way  as  did  befall, 

To  follow  his  old  queft,  the  which  him  forth  did  call, 

XXI. 

So  as  he  travelled  upon  the  way. 

He  chanc'd  to  come,  v/he<re  happily  he  IpideJ 
A  rout  of  many  people  far  away  •, 
To  whom  his  courfe  he  haftily  applide. 
To  weet  the  caufe  of  their  aflemblance  wide. 
To  whom  when  he  approached  near  in  fight 
(An  uncouth  fight)  he  plainly  then  defcride 
To  be  a  troop  of  women,  warlike  dight. 

With  weapons  in  their  hands,  as  ready  for  to  fight. 

XXII. 

And  in  the  midft  of  them  he  faw  a  Knight, 
With  both  his  hands  behind  him  piniond  hard. 
And  round  about  his  neck  an  halter  tight. 
As  ready  for  the  gallow  tree  prepar'd  : 
His  face  was  cover'd,  and  his  head  was  bar'd. 
That  who  he  was  uneath  was  to  defcry  -, 
And  with  full  heavy  heart  with  them  he  far'd, 
Griev'd  to  the  foul,  aad  groaning  inwardly, 

That  he  of  Womens  hands  fo  bale  a  death  Ihould  dye; 
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XXIII. 

But  they  like  tyrants  mercilefs,  the  more 
Rejoiced  at  his  miferable  cafe. 
And  him  reviled,  and  reproached  fore 
With  bitter  taunts  and  terms  of  vile  difgrace. 
Now  whenas  Arthegal  arriv'd  in  place. 
Did  afk,  what  cauie  brought  that  man  to  decay. 
They  round  about  him  *gan  to  fwarm  apace. 
Meaning  on  him  their  cruel  hands  to  lay. 

And  to  have  wrought  unwares  fome  villanous  aflay. 

XXIV. 

But  he  was  foon  aware  of  their  ill  mind. 
And  drawing  back  deceived  their  intent ; 
Yet  though  himfelf  did  fhame  on  womankind 
His  mighty  hand  to  flien,  he  Talus  fent 
To  wreck  on  them  their  follies  hardiment: 
Who  with  few  foufes  of  his  iron  fiaile, 
Difperfed  all  theijc  troop  incontinent. 
And  fent  them  home  to  tell  a  piteous  tale 

Of  their  vain  prowefs,  turned  to  their  proper  bale. 

XXV. 

But  that  fame  wretched  man,  ordain'd  to  dye. 
They  left  behind  them,  glad  to  be  fo  quit  : 
Him  Talus  took  out  of  perplexity. 
And  horrour  of  foul  death  for  Knight  unfit. 
Who  more  than  lofs  of  life  ydreaded  it ; 
And  him  reitoring  unto  living  light. 
So  brought  unto  his  Lord,  where  he  did  fir. 
Beholding  all  that  womanifh  weak  fight ; 

Whom  foon  as  he  beheld,  he  knew,  and  thus  behight. 

XXVI. 

Sir  Terpim,  haplefs  man,  what  make  you  here  ? 
Or  have  you  loft  your  felf,  and  your  difcretion, 
That  ever  in  this  wretched  cafe  ye  were  ? 
Or  have  ye  yielded  you  to  proud  opprefilon 
Of  womens  powre,  that  boaft  of  mens  fubjedion  ? 
Or  elfe,  what  other  deadly  difmal  day 
Is  fain  on  you,   by  heavens  hard  direction. 
That  ye  were  run  fo  fondly  far  aftray. 

As  lor  to  lead  your  felf  unto  your  own  decay  ? 
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XXVII. 

Much  was  the  man  confounded  in  his  mind. 
Partly  with  Ihame,  and  partly  with  difmay. 
That  all  allonifht  he  himfelf  did  find. 
And  little  had  for  his  excufe  to  fay. 
But  only  thus ;  Moft  haplefs  well  ye  may 
•Me  juftjy  term,  that  to  this  fhame  am  brought. 
And  made  the  fcorn  of  Icnighthood  this  fame  day. 
But  who  can  fcape  what  his  own  fate  hath  wrought  ? 
The  work  of  heavens  will  furpafleth  human  thought. 

XXVIII. 
Right  true  :  but  faulty  men  ufe  oftentimes 
To  attribute  their  folly  unto  fate, 
And  lay  on  heaven  the  guilt  of  their  own  crimes. 
But  teiJ,  Sir  'J'erpine,  ne  let  you  am  ate 
Your  mifery,  how  fell  ye  in  this  ftate. 
Then  fith  ye  needs,  quoth  he,  will  know  my  lliamej 
And  all  the  ill  which  chanc'd  to  me  of  late, 
I  fhortly  will  to  you  rehearfe  the  fame, 
lilij  hope  ye  will  not  turn  misfortune  to  my  blame* 

XXIX. 
Being  defirous  (as  all  Knights  are  wont) 

Through  hard  adventures  deeds  of  arms  to  try. 
And  after  fame  and  honour  for  to  hunt, 
I  heard  report  that  far  abroad  did  fly. 
That  a  proud  Amazon  did  late  defy 
kj     All  the  brave  Knights  that  hold  of  Maidenhead, 
I     And  unto  them  wrought  all  the  villany 
That  Ihe  could  forge  in  her  malicious  head. 
Which  fome  hath  put  to  fhame,  and  many  done  be  dead.' 

XXX. 
f  The  caufe,  they  fay,  of  this  her  cruel  hate. 
Is  for  the  fake  of  Bellodant  the  bold. 
To  whom  fhe  bore  moft  fervent  love  of  late. 
And  wooed  him  by  all  the  ways  fhe  could  : 
But  when  fhe  fav/  at  laft,  that  he  ne  would 
For  ought  or  nought  be  won  unto  her  will. 
She  turn'd  her  love  to  hatred  manifold. 
And  for  his  fake,   vow'd  to  do  all  the  ill  [fuIfilL 

Which  fhe  could  do  to  Knights  :  which  now  fhe  doth 
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XXXI. 

For  all  thofe  Knights,  the  which  by  force  or  guile 
She  doth  fubdue,  fhe  fouly  doth  intreat. 
Firft  fhe  doth  them  of  warlike  arms  defpoil. 
And  clothe  in  womens  weeds  :  and  then  with  threat 
Doth  them  compeil  to  work,  to  earn  their  meat, 

-    To  fpin,  to  card,  to  few,  to  wafh,   to  wring  •, 
Ne  doth  fhe  give  them  other  thing  to  eat 
But  bread  and  water,  or  like  feeble  thing. 

Them  to  difable  from  revenge  adventuring. 

XXXII. 

But  if  through  flout  difdain  of  manly  mind. 
Any  her  proud  obfervance  will  withftand. 
Upon  that  gibbet,  which  is  there  behind. 
She  caufeth  them,  be  hang'd  up  out  of  hand  -, 
In  which  condition  I  right  now  did  ftand. 
For  being  overcome  by  her  in  fight. 
And  put  to  that  bafe  fervice  of  her  band, 
I  rather  chofe  to  dye  in  life's  defpight. 

Than  lead  that  fhameful  life,  unworthy  of  a  Knight= 

XXXIII. 

How  hight  that  Amazon  (faid  Arthegal ) .? 

And  where,  and  how  far  hence  does  fhe  abide  ? 
Her  name,  quoth  he,  they  Radigund  do  call, 
A  Princefs  of  great  powre,  and  greater  pride. 
And  Queen  of  Amazons  in  arms  well  tride. 
And  fundry  battles  which  fhe  hath  atchiev'd 
With  great  fuccefs,  that  her  hath  glorifide. 
And  made  her  famous,  more  than  is  believ'd  ; 

Ke  would  I  it  have  ween'd,  had  I  not  late  it  priev'd. 

XXXIV. 

Now  fure,  faid  he,  and  by  the  faith  that  I 
To  Maidenhead  and  noble  knighthood  owe, 
1  will  not  reft,  till  I  her  might  do  try. 
And  venge  the  fhame,  that  fhe  to  Knights  doth  fhow. 
Therefore  Sir  'Terpine  from  you  lightly  throw 
This  fqualid  weed,  the  pattern  of  defpair, 
And  wend  with  me,  that  ye  may  fee  and  know. 
How  fortune  will  your  ruin'd  name  repair,        [pair.; 

And  Knights  of  Maidenhead,whofe  praife  fhe  would  em- 
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XXXV. 

With  that,  like  one  that  hopeiefs  was  reprieved 
From  deathes  door,  at  which  he  lately  lay. 
Thole  iron  fetters,   wherewith  he  was  gyv'd. 
The  badges  of  reproach,  he  threw  away. 
And  nimbly  did  him  dight  to  guide  the  way 
Unto  the  dwelling  of  that  Amazone, 
Which  was  from  thence  not  pad  a  mile  or  tway  5 
A  goodly  city,  and  a  mighty  one. 

The  which  of  hei-  own  name  Hie  called  Radigone. 

XXXVI. 

Where  they  arriving  by  the  watchmen  were 
Defcried  ilraight  -,  who  all  the  city  warn'd. 
How  that  three  warlike  perfons  did  appear,  ^ 
Of  which  the  one  him  feem'd  a  Knight  all  arm'd. 
And  th' other  two  well  likely  to  have  harm*d. 
Eftfoons  the  people  all  to  harnefs  ran. 
And  like  a  fort  of  bees  in  ciufters  fwarm'd  : 
Ere  long,  their  Queen  her  felf  arm'd  like  a  man. 

Came  forth  into  ths  rout,  and  them  t'  array  began. 
XXXVII 

And  now  the  Knights,   being  arrived  near. 
Did  beat  upon  the  gates  to  enter  in. 
And  at  the  Porter,  fcorning  them  fo  few. 
Threw  many  threats,  if  they  the  town  did  win. 
To  tear  his  fleili  in  pieces  for  his  fin. 
V/hich  whenas  Radigund  there  coming  heard. 
Her  heart  for  rage  did  grate,  and  teeth  did  grin : 
She  bade  that  ftraight  the  gates  fhould  be  unbar'd,  ^ 

And  to  them  way  to  make,  with  weapons  well  prepar'd. 
XXXVIII. 

Soon  as  the  gates  were  open  to  them  fet. 

They  prefled  forward,  entrance  to  have  made. 

But  in  the  middle  way  they  were  ymet 

With  a  iharp  fhowre  of  arrows,  which  them  ftaid. 

And  better  bade  advife,  ere  they  affaid, 

Unknowen   p^^^ril  of  bold  womens  pride. 

Then  all  that  rout  upon  them  rudely  laid. 

And  heaped  ftrokes  fo  fall  on  every  fide, 

Aod  arrows  haild  fo  thick,  that  they  could  not  abide, 

5 
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XXXIX. 

But  Radigund  her  felf,  when  llie  efpide 
Sir  'Terpine^  from  her  direful  doom  acquit. 
So  cryel  dole  amongft  her  maids  divide. 
T'  avenge  that  fhame,  they  did  on  him  commit  j 
All  fuddainly  enflam'd  with  furious  fit. 
Like  a  fell  Lionefs  at  him  flie  flew, 
And  on  his  head-piece  him  fo  fiercely  fmit. 
That  to  the  ground  him  quite  fhe  overthrew, 

Difmay'd  fo  with  the  ftroke,  that  he  no  colours  knew/ 

XL. 

Soon  as  fhe  faw  him  on  the  ground  to  grovel. 
She  lightly  to  him  leapt ;  and  in  his  neck 
Ker  proud  foot  fetting,  at  his  head  did  level. 
Weening  at  once  her  wrath  on  him  to  wreak. 
And  his  contempt,  that  did  her  judgment  break  5 
As  when  a  Bear  hath  feiz'd  her  cruel  claws 
LTpon  the  carcafs  of  fome  beaft  too  weak, 
Proudly  ftands  over,  and  a  while  doth  paufe. 

To  hear  the  piteous  beaft  pleading  her  plaintifi^  caufe.^ 

XLI. 

Whom  v/henas  Arthegal  in  that  difcrefs 

By  chance  beheld,  he  left  the  bloody  ilaughter. 
In  which  he  fwam,  and  ran  to  his  redrefs. 
There  her  afTiailing  fiercely  frefh,  he  raught  her 
Such  an  huge  ftroke,  that  it  of  fenfe  diitraught  her ; 
And  had  Ihe  not  it  warded  warily. 
It  had  depriv'd  her  mother  of  a  daughter. 
Nath'lefs  for  all  the  powre  fhe  did  apply, 

it  made  her  ftagger  oft,  and  flare  with  ghaftly  eye. 

XLII. 

Like  to  an  Eagle  in  his  kingly  pride. 

Soaring  through  his  wide  empire  of  the  air. 
To  weather  his  broad  fails,  by  chance  hath  fpide 
A  Gofhawk,  which  hath  feized  for  her  fhare 
Upon  fome  fowl,  that  fhould  her  feaft  prepare  ; 
With  dreadful  force  he  flies  at  her  bylive. 
That  with  his  foufe,  which  none  enduren  dare. 
Her  from  the  quarry  he  away  doth  drive. 

And  from  her  griping  pounce  the  greedy  prey  doth  rive* 
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XLIII. 

But  foon  as  fhe  her  fenfe  recovered  had, 

She  fiercely  towards  him  her  lelf  'gan  dight,  . 

Through  vengefulwrath  and  'fdeignful  pride  half  mad: 

For  never  had  Hie  futFred  fuch  delpjght. 

But  ere  flie  could  join  hand  with  him  to  fight. 

Her  warlike  maids  about  her  flockt  lb  fail. 

That  they  difparted  them,  maugre  their  might. 

And  with  their  troops  did  far  afunder  caft : 

But  'mongft  the  reft  the  fight  did  until  evening  laft, 

XLIV. 
iAnd  every  while  that  mighty  iron  man. 

With  his  ftrange  weapon,  never  wont  in  war. 
Them  forely  vexr,  and  courft,  and  overran. 
And  broke  their  bows,  and  did  their  fhooting  mar, 
■     That  none  of  all  the  many  once  did  dare 
I     Him  to  affault,  nor  once  approach  him  nigh. 
But  like  a  fort  of  fheep  difperfed  far 
For  dread  of  their  devouring  enemy. 

Through  all  the  fields  and  vallies  did  before  him  ^v, 

XLV. 

But  whenas  days  fair  fhiny  beam,  yclouded 
With  fearful  Ihadows  of  deformed  night, 
Warn'd  man  and  beaft  in  quiet  reft  be  ftirouded^ 
Bold  Radigund  fwith  found  of  trump  on  height) 
Caus'd  all  her  people  to  furceafe  from  fight ; 
And  gathering  them  unto  her  cities  gate^ 
■  Made  them  all  enter  in  before  her  fight. 
And  all  the  wounded,  and  the  weak  in  ftate. 

To  be  conveyed  in,  ere  ftie  v/ould  once  retrate, 

XLVL 

When  thus  the  field  was  voided  all  away. 
And  all  things  quieted,  the  Eifin  Knight 
(Weary  of  toil  and  travel  of  that  day) 
Caus'd  his  pavilion  to  be  richly  pight 
Before  the  city  gaie,  in  open  fight ; 
Where  he  himfelf  did  reft  in  fafety, 

j     Together  with  Sir  Terpin£  all  that  night : 
But  TrMis  us*d  in  time  of  jeopardy 

To  keep,  a  nighily  watch,  for  dread  of  treachery.' 
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XEVII.  J 

But  Radigund  full  of  heart-gnawing  grief,  "^ 

For  the  rebuke  which  fhe  fuftain'd  that  day. 
Could  take  no  reft,   ne  would  receive  relief  -, 
But  tolled  in  her  troublous  mind,  what  way 
She  mote  revenge  that  blot,  which  on  her  lay. 
There  fhe  relolv'd,   her  felf  in  fingle  fight 
To  try  her  fortune,  and  his  force  a/Tay, 
Rather  than  fee  her  people  fpoiled  quight. 

As  flie  had  feen  that  day  a  difadventrous  fight.  i 

XLVIII. 

She  called  forth  to  her  a  trufty  maid,  * 

Whom  fhe  thought  fitteft  for  that  bufinefs. 
Her  name  was  Clarind\  and  thus  to  her  faid  ; 
Go  damzel  quickly,  do  thy  felf  addrefs 
To  do  the  meflage,  which  I  Ihall  exprefs. 
Go  thou  unto  that  ftranger  Fairy  Knight, 
Who  yefterday  drove  us  to  fuch  diftrefs; 
Tell,  that  to  morrow  I  with  him  will  fight, 

And  try  in  equal  field,  whether  hath  greater  might. 

XLIX. 

But  thefe  conditions  do  to  him  propound. 
That  if  I  vanquifh  him,  he  ihall  obey 
My  law,  and  ever  to  my  lore  be  bound  j 
And  fo  will  I,   if  me  he  vanquifh  may. 
Whatever  he  fhall  like  to  do  or  fay  : 
Go  ftraight,  and  take  with  thee  to  witnefs  ity 
Six  of  thy  fellows  of  the  beft  array. 
And  bear  with  you  both  wine  and  juncates  fit, 

And  bid  him  eat  ^  henceforth  he  oft  Ihali  hungry  fit, 

L. 

The  damzel  ftraight  obeyed  :  and  putting  all 
In  readinefs,  forth  to  the  town-gate  went; 
Where  founding  loud  a  trumpet  from  the  wall. 
Unto  thofe  warlike  Knights  fhe  warning  fent. 
Then  Talus^  forth  iffuing  from  the  tent. 
Unto  the  wall  his  v/ay  did  fearlefs  take,  i 

To  weeten  v;hat  that  trumpets  founding  meant :        I 
"Where  that  fame  damzel  loudly  him  befpake,  I 

And  fhew'd,  that  with  his  Lord  fhe  would  emparlance 

[make 
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LI. 

So  he  them  flraight  conduced  to  his  Lord  ; 

i     Who  as  he  could,  them  goodly  well  did  greet, 

I    Till  they  had  told  their  meffage  word  by  word  : 

'    Which  he  accepting  well,  as  he  could  weet, 

I    Them  fairly  entertain'd  with  court'fies  meet, 

I .  And  gave  them  gifts  and  things  of  dear  delight. 

I    So  back  again  they  homeward  turn'd  their  feet. 

^    But  Arthegall  himfelf  to  reft  did  dight, 

That  he  mote  frefher  be  againft  the  next  days  nght. 


CANTO    V. 

Arthegal  fights  with  Radigund, 

And  is  fubdu'd  by  Guile : 
He  is  by  her  emprifoned,  : 

But  wrought  by  ClarindV  wile, 

I. 

So  foon  as  day,  forth  drawing  from  the  Eaft, 
Nights  humid  curtain  from  the  heavens  withdrew 
And  early  calling  forth  both  man  and  beaft. 
Commanded  them  their  daily  works  renew, 
Thefe  noble  warriors,  mindful  to  purfue 
The  laft  days  purpofe  of  their  vowed  fight, 
Themfelves  thereto  prepar'd  in  order  due : 
The  Knight,  as  belt  was  feeming  for  a  Knight : 
And  iW Amazon,  as  beft  it  lik'd  her  felf  to  dight. 

n. 

All  in  a  camis  light  of  purple  filk 
Woven  upon  with  filver,  fubtly  wrought. 
And  quiked  upon  fatin  white  as  milk. 
Trailed  with  ribbands  diverfly  diftraught, 
Like  as  the  workman  had  their  courfes  taught. 
Which  was  fiiort  tucked  for  light  motion 
Up  to  her  ham  :   but  when  fhe  lift,  it  raught 
Down  to  her  loweft  heel,  and  thereupon 

She  wore  for  her  defence  a  mailed  habergeon* 
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III. 

And  on  her  legs  fhe  painted  biifkins  wore. 
Balled  with  bends  of  gold  on  every  fide. 
And  mails  between,  and  laced  clofe  afore  : 
Upon  her  thigh  her  fcimitar  was  tide. 
With  an  embroidred  belt  of  mickel  pride  ; 
And  on  her  fhoulder  hung  her  fhield,  bedeckt 
Upon  the  bofs  with  ftones,  that  fhined  wide. 
As  the  fair  Moon  in  her  mod  full  afpe<5l, 

That  to  the  Moon  it  mote  be  like  in  each  refpe<ft. 

IV. 

So  forth  fhe  came  out  of  the  city  gate. 
With  (lately  port  and  proud  magnificence. 
Guarded  with  many  Damzels,  that  did  wait 
Upon  her  perfon  for  her  fure  defence. 
Playing  on  fhaums  and  trumpets,  that  from  hence 
Their  found  did  reach  unto  the  heavens  height. 
So  forth  into  the  field  fhe  marched  thence. 
Where  was  a  rich  pavilion  ready  pight. 

Her  to  receive,  till  time  they  Ihould  begin  the  fight. 

V. 

Then  forth  came  Arthegal  out  of  his  tent. 

All  arm'd  to  point,  and  firfl  the  lifts  did  enter : 

Soon  after  eke  came  flie  with  fell  intent. 

And  count'nance  fierce,  as  having  fully  bent  her. 

That  battles  utmoft  trial  to  adventure. 

The  lifts  were  clofed  faft,  to  bar  the  rout 

From  rudely  prefting  to  the  middle  center  ; 

Which  in  great  heaps  them  circled  all  about. 

Waiting  how  Fortune  would  refolve  that  dangerous  doubr, 

VI, 

The  trumpets  founded,  and  the  field  began  ; 
With  bitter  ftrokes  it  both  began  and  endedo 
She  at  the  firft  encounter  on  him  ran 
W^ith  furious  rage,  as  if  flie  had  intended 
Out  of  his  breaft  the  very  heart  have  rended  : 
But  he  that  had  like  tempefts  often  tride. 
From  that  firft  flaw  himfelf  right  well  defenc^ed. 
The  more  fhe  rag'd,  the  more  he  did  abide ; 

She  hev/'d,  Ihe  foin'd,  £vji  lafht,  fiie  laid  on  every  fide, 
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VII. 

Vet  flill  her  blo\^s  he  bore,  and  her  forbore. 
Weening  at  Jaft  to  win  advantage  new  ; 
Yet  rtill  her  cruelty  encreafed  more, 
And  though  powre  faild,  her  courage  did  accrue  i 
'  Which  faihng,  he  'gan  fiercely  her  purfuej 
Like  as  a  Smith  that  to  his  cunning  feat 
The  itubborn  metal  feeketh  to  fubdue. 
Soon  as  he  feels  it  mollifide  with  heat, 
With  his  great  iron  fledge  doth  ftrongly  on  it  beaE* 

VIII. 
So  did  Sir  Arihegal  Upon  her  layj 
As  if  (he  had  an  iron  anvil  been, 
That  flakes  of  fire,  bright  as  the  funny  ray. 
Out  of  her  fteely  arms  were  flafhing  feen. 
That  all  on  fire  ye  would  her  iurely  ween. 
But  with  her  fhield  fo  well  her  felf  fhe  warded. 
From  the  dread  danger  of  his  weapon  keen. 
That  all  that  while  her  life  fhe  fafely  guarded  : 
But  he  that  help  from  her  againfc  her  will  difcarded; 

IX. 
For  with  his  trenchant  blade  at  the  next  blow. 
Half  of  her  fhield  he  fhared  quite  away. 
That  half  her  fide  it  felf  did  naked  fhovv. 
And  thenceforth  unto  danger  opend  way. 
Much  was  fhe  moved  with  the  mighty  fway 
Of  that  fad  ftroke,  that  half  enrag'd  fhe  grewj, 
And  like  a  greedy  Bear  unto  her  prey. 
With  her  fharp  fcimetar  at  him  fhe  flew% 
That  glancing  doWn  his  thigh,the  purple  blbod  forthdreWa 

X. 
Thereat  fhe  'gan  to  triumph  with  great  bpaft. 
And  to  upbraid  that  chance  which  hini  misfell, 
As  if  the  prize  |he  gotten  had  almoft. 
With  fpightful  fpeeches  fitting  With  her  well  j 
That  his  great  heart  'gan  inwardly  to  fwell^ 
With  indignation,  at  her  vaunting  vain. 
And  at  her  flrook  with  puifTance  fearful  fell  5 
Yet  with  her  fhield  fhe  warded  it  again^ 
That  Hiatter'd  all  tQ  pieces  round  abowt  the  plain.'     ; 
Vol.  II,        '""        '       O 
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XI. 

Having  her  thus  difarmed  of  her  fhield, 
Upon  her  helmet  he  again  her  ftrook 
That  down  fhe  fell  upon  the  graflie  field. 
In  fenfelefs  fwoun,  as  if  her  life  forfook. 
And  pangs  of  death  her  fpirit  overtook. 
Whom  when  he  faw  before  his  foot  proftrated. 
He  to  her  lept,  with  deadly  dreadful  look, 
And  her  funfhiny  helmet  foon  unlac'd, 

Thinking  at  once  both  head  and  helmet  to  have  rac'd. 

XII. 

But  whenas  he  difcov'red  had  her  face. 
He  faw  his  fenfes  ftrange  aftonifliment, 
A  miracle  of  natures  goodly  grace. 
In  her  fair  vifage  void  of  ornament. 
But  bath'd  in  blood  and  fweat  together  ment  j 
Which  in  the  rudenefs  of  that  evil  plight, 
Bewrayd  the  figns  of  feature  excellent : 
Like  as  the  Moon  in  foggy  winters  night. 

Doth  feem  to  be  her  feif,  though  darkned  be  her  light. 

XIII. 

At  fight  thereof  his  cruel  minded  heart 
Empierced  was  with  pitiful  regard. 
That  his  fiiarp  fword  be  threw  from  him  apart, 
Curfing  his  hand  that  had  that  vifage  mar'd  : 
No  hand  fo  cruel,  nor  no  heart  fo  hard. 
But  ruth  of  beauty  will  it  mollify. 
By  this  upftarting  from  her  fwoun,  fhe  fbar'd 
A  while  about  her  with  confufed  eye  ; 

Like  one  that  from  his  dream  is  waked  fuddenly. 

XIV. 

Soon  as  the  Knight  Ihe  there  by  her  did  fpy. 
Standing  with  empty  hands  all  weaponless. 
With  frelh  afTault  upon  him  fhe  did  fly. 
And  'gan  renew  her  former  cruelnefs : 
And  though  he  ftill  retir'd,  yet  nathelefs 
With  huge  redoubled  ftrokes  fhe  on  him  layd  j      ' 
And  more  encreaft  her  outrage  mercilefs, 
The  more  that  he  with  meek  intreaty  prayd. 

Her  wrathful  hand  from  greedy  vengeance  to  have  (layd 
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XV. 

Like  as  a  Puttock  having  fpide  in  fights 
A  gentle  Falcon  fitting  on  a  hill, 
Whofe  other  wing  now  made  unmeet  for  flighty 
Was  lately  broken  by  fome  fortune  ill ; 
The  fooliili  Kite  led  with  licentious  willj 
Doth  beat  upon  the  gentle  bird  in  vain. 
With  many  idle  ftoops  her  troubling  ftill: 
Even  fo  did  Radigund  with  bootlefs  pain 

Annoy  this  noble  Knight,  and  forely  him  conftrain. 

XVI. 

Nought  could  he  do,  but  fhun  the  dread  defpight 
Of  her  fierce  wrath,  and  backward  ftill  retire. 
And  with  his  fingle  fliield,  well  as  he  might, 
Bear  off  the  burden  of  her  raging  ire ; 
And  evermore  he  gently  did  defire. 
To  ftay  her  ftrokes,  and  he  himfelf  would  yield  i 
Yet  nould  (he  heark,  ne  let  him  once  refpire. 
Till  he  to  her  delivered  had  his  Hiield, 

And  to  her  mercy  him  fubmitted  in  plain  field. 

XVII. 

So  was  he  overcome,  not  overcome. 
But  to  her  yielded  of  his  own  accord  : 
Yet  was  he  juitly  damned  by  the  doom 
Of  his  own  mouth,  that  fpake  fo  warelefs  Word, 
To  be  her  thrall,  and  fervice  her  afford. 
For  though  that  he  firfl  vi(5tory  obtained. 
Yet  after  by  abandoning  his  fwordf 
He  wilful  lofl:,  that  he  before  attain'd. 

No  fairer  conqueft,  than  that  with  good  will  is  gain*d. 

XVIII. 

Tho  with  her  fword  on  him  fhe  flatling  flrook. 
In  fign  of  true  fubjedion  to  her  powre. 
And  as  her  vafTal  him  to  thraldom  took. 
But  Terpine  born  to  more  unhappy  houre. 
As  he  on  whom  the  lucklefs  Stars  did  loure. 
She  caus'd  to  be  attacht,  and  forthwith  led 
Unto  the  crook,  t*abide  the  baleful  ftowre. 
From  which  he  lately  had  through  refcue  fled : 

Where  he  full  ihamefuUy  was  hanged  l?y  the  head. 

0   2 


ill  T  H  E  F  A  i:  R  Y  Q^U  E  E  N.     Book  T. 

XIX. 

But  when  they  thought  on  'Talus^  hands  to  lay. 
He  with  his  iron  flail  amon^ft  them  thundred. 
That  they  were  fain  to  let  him  'fcape  away, 
Glad  from  his  company  to  be  fo  fundred ; 
Whofe  prefence  all  their  troops  fo  much  encumbred. 
That  th'heaps  of  tbofe  which  he  did  wound  and  (lay, 
Befides  the  reft  difmay'd,  might  not  be  numbred  : 
Yet  all  that  while  he  would  not  once  affay 

To  fefcue  his  own  Lord,  but  thought  it  juft  t'obey. 

XX. 

Then  took  the  Amazon  this  noble  Knight, 
Left  to  her  wiif  by  his  own  wilful  blame, 
And  caufed  him  to  be  drfarmed  quight 
Of  all  the  ornaments  of  knightly  name, 
With  which  whylome  he  gotten  had  great  fame  ' 
Inftead  whereof  fhe  made  him  to  be  dight 
In  wontans  weeds,  that  is  to  manhood  fhame. 
And  put  before  his  lap  an  apron  white, 

Inftead  of  curiets  and  bafes  fit  for  fight. 

XXI. 

So  being  clad  Ihe  brought  him  from  the  field. 
In  which  he  had  been  trained  many  a  day, 
Into  a  long  large  chamber,  which  was  ciel'd 
With  manuments  af  many  Knights  decay. 
By  her  fubdued  in  viftorious  fray  : 
Amongft  the  v/hich  fhe  caus'd  his  warlike  arms 
Be  hang'd  on  high,  that  mote  his  fhame  bewray  % 
And  broke  his  fword  for  fear  of  further  harms. 

With  which  he  wont  to  ftir  up  battailous  alarms. 

XXII. 

There  entred  in^  he  round  about  him  faw 

Many  brave  Knights,  whofe  names  right  well  he  knew, 
There  bound  t'obey  that  Amazons  proud  law. 
Spinning  and  carding  all  in  comely  rew, 
That  his  big  heart  loath'd  fo  uncomely  view. 
But  they  were  forc'd  through  penury  and  pine. 
To  do  thofe  works  to  them  appointed  due : 
For  nought  v/as  given  them  to  fup  or  dine, 

Bufwhat  their  hands  CQuld  earn  by  twilling  linnen  twine.' 
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XXIII. 

j  Amongft  them  all,  fhe  placed  him  mod  low. 
And  in  his  hand  a  diftaff  to  him  gave. 
That  he  thereon  iLould  fpin  both  flax  and  tow  i 
I      A  fordid  office  for  a  mind  fo  brave. 
So  hard  it  is  to  be  a  womans  flave, 
Yet  he  it  took  in  his  own  felfs  dcfpight, 
And  thereto  did  himfelf  right  well  behave, 
;       Her  to  obey,  fith  he  his  faith  had  plight, 
i  Jler  vafTal  to  become,  if  llie  him  won  in  fight. 

XXIV. 
Who  had  him  feen,  imagine  mote  thereby, 
I      That  whylom.s  hath  of  Hercules  been  told. 
How  for  lolas  fake  he  did  apply 
His  mighty  hands,  the  diftaff  vile  to  holdj, 
For  his  huge  club,  which  had  fubdu'd  of  old 
So  many  monfters,  which  the  world  annoy'd  : 
His  Lions  fkin  chang'd  to  a  pall  of  gold. 
In  which  forgetting  wars,  he  only  joy'd 
Jfi  combats  of  fweet  Love,  and  with  his  miftrefs  toy*d. 

XXV. 
Such  is  the  cruelty  of  womenkind. 

When  they  have  fhaken  off  the  fhamefac'd  band. 
With  which  wife  nature  did  them  ftrongly  bind 
T'obey  the  heafts  of  mans  well-ruling  hand. 
That  then  all  rule  and  reafon  they  withftand. 
To  purchafe  a  licentious  liberty  : 
But  vertuous  w'omen  wifely  underftand. 
That  they  were  born  to  bafe  humility, 
Unlefs  the  heavens  them  lift  to  lawful  foverainty. 

XXVI. 
Thus  there  long  while  continu'd  jirthegnll. 
Serving  proud  Radigimd  with  true  fubj-edion  ; 
However  it  his  noble  heart  did  gall, 
T'obey  a  womans  tyrannous  direction. 
That  rriight  have  had  of  hfe  or  death  eledion  : 
But  having  chofen,  now  he  might  not  change. 
During  which  time,  the  warlike  Amazon., 
Whofe  wandring  fancy  after  lull  did  range, 
'jSan  caft  a  fecret  liking  to  this  captive  ftrange. 

O  3 
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XXVII. 

Which  long  concealing  in  her  covert  bread. 
She  chaw*d  the  cud  of  lovers  careful  plight : 
Yet  could  it  not  fo  thoroughly  digeft, 
.Being  faft  fixed  in  her  wounded  fpright. 
But  it  tormented  her  both  day  and  night  : 
Yet  would  jfhe  not  thereto  yield  free  accord. 
To  ferve  the  lowly  vaffal  of  her  might, 
And  of  her  fervant  make  her  foveraine  Lord  : 
So  great  her  pride,  that  fhe  fuch  bafenefs  much  abhor'd, 

XXVIII. 
So  much  the  greater  ftill  her  anguifh  grew. 

Through  flubborn  handling  of  her  love-fick  heart  j 
And  ftiJl  the  more  fhe  ftrove  it  to  fubdue. 
The  more  fhe  ftill  augmented  her  own  fmart. 
And  wider  made  the  wound  of  th'hidden  dart. 
At  laft  when  long  fhe  ftruggled  had  in  vain, 
She  'gan  to  ftoop,  and  her  proud  mind  convert 
To  meek  obeyfance  of  Loves  mighty  rein. 
And  him  intreat  for  grace,  that  had  procur'd  her  pain, 

XXIX. 
Unto  her  felf  in  fecret  fhe  did  call 

Her  nearefl  handmaid  whom  fhe  mofl  did  truft. 
And  to  her  faid  ;  Clarinda,  whom  of  all 
I  trufl  alive,  fith  I  thee  foflred  firfl  -, 
Now  is  the  time,  that  I  untimely  muft 
Thereof  make  trial  in  my  greateft  need  : 
It  is  fo  hapned,  that  the  heavens  unjuft, 
Spighting  my  happy  freedom,  have  agreed, 
To  thrall  my  loofer  life,  or  my  laft  bale  to  breed,         j 

XXX.  * 

With  that  fhe  turn'd  her  head  as  half  abafh'd, 
To  hide  the  bluih  which  in  her  vifage  rofe. 
And  through  her  eyes  like  fudden  lightning  flafh'd, 
Decking  her  cheek  with  a  vermilion  rofe  : 
But  foon  fhe  did  her  countenance  compofe. 
And  to  her  turning,  thus  began  again  ; 
This  griefs  deep  wound  I  would  tp  thee  difclofe. 
Thereto  compelled  through  heart-murdring  pain, 
gyt  dread  of  fhame  m^  doubtful  lips  doth  ftill  reft|-aift, 
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XXXI. 

Ah  my  dear  dread  (faid  then  the  faithful  maid) 
Can  dread  of  ought  your  dread lefs  heart  withhold. 
That  many  hath  with  dread  of  death  difmay'd, 
And  dare  even  Deaths  mod  dreadful  face  behold  ? 
Say  on,  my  foveraine  Lady,  and  be  bold. 
Doth  not  your  handmaids  life  at  your  foot  lie  ? 
Therewith  much  comforted,  fhe  'gan  unfold 
The  caufe  of  her  conceived  malady, 

-As  one  that  would  confefs,  yet  fain  would  it  deny. 

XXXII. 

Clarind\  faid  fhe,  thou  feeft  yond  Fairy  Knight, 
Whom  not  my  valour,  but  his  own  brave  mind 
Subje6led  hath  to  my  unequal  might  j 
What  right  is  it,  that  he  lliould  thraldom  find. 
For  lending  life  to  me  a  wretch  unkind. 
That  for  fuch  good  him  recompenfe  with  ill  ? 
Therefore  I  caft,  how  I  may  him  unbind. 
And  by  his  freedom  get  his  free  good- will ; 

Yet  fo,  as  bound  to  me  he  may  continue  flill. 

XXXIII. 

Bound  unto  me,  but  not  with  fuch  hard  bands 
Of  flrong  compulfion,  and  ftreight  violence. 
As  now  in  miferable  flate  he  flands  j 
But  with  fweet  Love  and  fure  benevolence. 
Void  of  malicious  mind,  or  foul  offence. 
To  which  if  thou  canft  win  him  any  way. 
Without  difcovery  of  my  thoughts  pretence. 
Both  goodly  meed  of  him  it  purchafe  may. 

And  eke  with  grateful  fervice  me  right  well  apay. 

XXXIV. 

Which  that  thou  mayfl  the  better  bring  to  pafs, 
Lo  here  this  ring,  which  fhall  thy  warrant  be. 
And  token  true  to  old  Eumcnias, 
From  time  to  time,  when  thou  it  befl  fhalt  fee. 
That  in  and  out  thou  mayfl  have  pafTage  free. 
Go  now,  Clarinda,  well  thy  wits  advife. 
And  all  thy  forces  gather  unto  thee  -, 
Armies  of  lovely  looks,  and  fpeeches  wife, 

With  which  thou  canit  even  Jove  himfeif  to  love  entice, 

O  4 
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XXXV. 

The  trufty  maid  conceiving  her  intent, 

Did  with  fure  promife  of  her  good  endeavour. 
Give  her  great  comfort,  and  fome  hearts  content* 
So  from  her  parting,  fhe  thenceforth  did  labour 
By  all  the  means  fhe  might,  to  curry  favour 
With  th'Elfin  Knight,  her  Ladies  befl  belov'd  j 
With  daily  fhew  of  courteous  kind  behaviour. 
Even  at  the  mark-white  of  his  heart  fhe  rov'd. 

And  with  wideglancing  words, oneday  fhe  thus  him  prov'd, 

XXXVI. 

Unhappy  Knight,  upon  whofe  hopelefs  fl-ate 
Fortune  envying  good,  hath  felly  frown'd. 
And  cruel  heav'ns  have  heapt  an  heavy  fate  5 
I  rue  that  thus  thy  better  days  are  drov/n'd 
In  fad  defpair,  and  all  thy  fenfes  fwoun'd 
In  ftupid  forrow,  fith  thy  jufter  merit 
Might  elfe  have  with  felicity  been  crown'd  : 
Look  up  at  lafb,  and  wake  thy  dulled  fpirit 

To  think  how  this  long  death  thou  mighteft  difinherit^ 
XXXVII. 

Much  did  he  marvel  at  her  uncouth  fpeech, 

Whofe  hidden  drift  he  could  not  well  perceive ; 
And  'gan  to  doubt,  left  (he  him  fought  t'appeach      « 
Of  treafon  or  fome  guileflil  train  did  wear,  ™ 

Through  which  fhe  might  his  v/retched  life  bereave. 
Both  which  to  bar,  he  with  this  anfwer  met  her  ; 
Fair  Damzell,  that  with  ruth  (as  I  perceive) 
Of  my  mifhaps,  art  mov'd  to  v^ifh  me  better, 

For  fuch  your  kind  regard,  I  can  but  reft  your  debtor. 
XXXVIII. 

Yet  weet  ye  well,  that  to  a  courage  great 
It  is  no  lefs  befeeming,  well  to  bea'r 
The  ftorm  of  Fortunes  frown,  or  heavens  threat, 
Than  in  the  funfhine  of  her  count'nance  clear, 
Timely  to  joy,  and  carry  comely  chear. 
For  though  this  cloud  have  now  me  overcaft, 
Yet  do  1  not  of  better  times  defpair; 
And  though  (unlike)  they  fliould  for  ever  laftj 

Yet  in  my  truths  afTurance  I  reft  fixed  faft. 
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XXXIX. 

But  what  fo  Ilony  mind  ((ht  then  replide) 
But  if  in  his  own  powre  occaiion  iay. 
Would  to  his  hope  a  window  open  wide. 
And  to  his  fortunes  help  make  ready  way  ? 
Unworthy  fure  quoth  he,  of  better  day. 
That  will  not  take  the  offer  of  good  hope. 
And  eke  purfue  if  he  attain  it  may. 
Which  fpeeches  Ihe  applying  to  the  fcope 

Of  her  intent,  this  further  purpofe  to  him  fhope. 

XL. 

Then  why  dofi:  not,  thou  ill  advized  man. 
Make  means  to  win  thy  liberty  forlorn. 
And  try  if  thou  by  fair  entreaty  can 
Move  Radigund?  who  though  Ihe  ftill  have  worn 
Her  days  in  war,  yet  (weet  thou)  was  not  born 
Of  Bears  and  Tigers,  nor  fo  falvage  minded. 
As  that  albe  all  love  of  micn  Ihe  fcorn. 
She  yet  forgets  that  ilie  of  men  was  kinded  : 

And  footh  oft  i^tn,  that  proudefl  hearts  bafe  love  hat-h 

XLI.  [blinded. 

Certes  Clarinda,  not  of  cancred  will. 
Said  he,  nor  obftinate  difdainful  mind, 
1  have  forbore  this  duty  to  fulfill  : 
For  well  I  may  this  ween,  by  that  I  find. 
That  fhe  a  Queen  and  come  of  Princely  kindj 
Both  worthy  is  for  to  be  fu'd  unto. 
Chiefly  by  him,  whofe  life  her  law  doth  bind. 
And  eke  of  powre  her  own  doom  to  undo, 

l^iid  als'  of  Princely  srace  to  be  enclin'd  thereto. 

XLII. 

;But  want  of  means  hath  been  mine  only  let 

ji     From  feeking  favour,  where  it  doth  abound  j 

I     Which  if  I  might  by  your  good  office  get, 

I     I  to  your  feif  fhould  reft  for  ever  bound. 
And  ready  to  deferve  what  grace  I  found. 

I     She  feeling  him  thus  bite  upon  the  bait. 
Yet  doubting  left  his  hold  was  but  unfound, 
And  not  well  faften'd,  would  not  ftrike  him  ftrait, 

Bui  drew  him  on  with  hope,  fit  ieifure  to  await. 
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XLIII. 

But  foolifh  Maid,  whiles  hecdlefs  of  the  hook. 

She  thus  oftimes  was  beating  of  and  on, 

Through  flippery  footing,  fell  into  the  brook. 

And  there  was  caught  to  her  confufion. 

For  feeking  thus  to  falve  the  Amazon. 

She  wounded  was  with  her  deceits  own  dart. 

And  'gan  thenceforth  to  caft  affedion. 

Conceived  clofe  in  her  beguiled  heart. 
To  Artbegal^  through  pity  of  his  caufelefs  fmart. 

XLIV. 
Yet  durft  fhe  not  dlfclofe  her  fancies  wound, 

Ne  to  hirnfelf,  for  doubt  of  being  'fdayned, 

Ne  yet  to  any  other  wight  on  ground. 

For  fear  her  miftrefs  Ihould  have  knowledge  galn*d, 

But  to  herfelf  it  fecretjy  retain'd, 

Vv  ithin  the  clofet  of  her  covert  breafl : 

The  more  thereby  her  tender  heart  was  paia'd. 

Yet  to  await  fit  time  Ihe  weened  beft. 
And  fairly  did  difTemble  her  fad  thoughts  unrefl. 

XLV. 
One  day  her  Lady  calling  her  apart, 

'Gan  to  demand  of  her  fome  tidings  good. 

Touching  her  loves  fuccefs,  her  lingring  fmart. 

Therewith  flie  'gan  at  firft  to  change  her  mood, 

As  one  adaw'd  and  half  confufed  Uoodj 

But  quickly  fhe  it  overpaft,  fo  foon 

As  Ihe  her  face  had  wip'd,  to  frefli  her  blood  : 

Tho  'gan  fhe  tell  her  all,  that  fhe  had  done. 
And  all  the  ways  fhe  fought  his  love  for  to  have  won  : 

XLVL 
But  faid  that  he  was  obftinate  and  flern. 

Scorning  her  offers  and  conditions  vain ; 

Ne  woyld  be  taught  with  any  terms,  to  learn 

So  fond  2if  lefTon  as  to  love  again. 

Die  rather  wo'uld  he  in  penurious  pain. 

And  his  abbridged  days  in  dolour  wafle. 

Than  his  foes  love  or  liking  entertain  : 

His  refolution  was  both  firft  and  laft, 
His  body  was  her  thrall,  bis  heart  was  freely  plafle. 
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XLVir. 

Which  when  the  cruel  Amazon  perceiv'd. 
She  'gan  to  ftorm,  and  rage,  and  rend  her  gall. 
For  very  fell  defpight,  which  (he  conceiv'd. 
To  be  io  fcorned  of  a  bafe  born  thrall, 
Whofe  life  did  lie  in  her  leaft  eyelids  fall ; 
Of  which  fhe  vow'd  with  many  a  curfed  threat. 
That  {he  therefore  would  him  ere  long  foreftal. 
Nath'lefs  when  calmed  Vv/as  her  furious  heat, 

She  chang'd  that  threatful  mood,  and  mildly  'gan  intreat. 

XLVlIf. 

What  now  is  left  Clarinda?  what  remains. 
That  we  may  compafs  this  our  enterprize  ? 
Great  fhame  to  lofe  fo  long  employed  pains ; 
And  greater  fhame  t'abide  fo  great  mifprize. 
With  which  he  dares  our  offers  thus  defpize. 
Yet  that  his  guilt  the  greater  may  appear. 
And  more  my  gracious  mercy  by  this  wize, 
I  will  awhile  with  his  firft  folly  bear. 

Till  thou  have  tride  again,  and  tempted  him  more  near. 

XLIX. 
ISay  and  do  all,  that  may  thereto  prevail ; 
1     Leave  nought  unpromift,  that  may  him  perfuade ; 

Life,  freedom,  grace,  and  gifts  of  great  avail, 
,     With  which  the  Gods  themfelves  are  milder  made: 
Thereto  add  art,  even  womens  witty  trade. 
The  art  of  mighty  words,  that  men  can  charm  5 
With  which  in  cafe  thou  canft  him  not  invade. 
Let  him  feel  hardnefs  of  thy  heavy  arm  : 

WhowiUnotftoopwithgood,Ihallbemadeftoopwithharm. 

3ome  of  his  diet  do  from  him  withdraw ; 

For  I  him  find  to  be  too  proudly  fed. 

Give  him  more  labour  and  v/ith  ftreighter  lawy 

That  he  with  work  may  be  forwearied. 

Let  him  lodge  hard,  and  lie  in  ftrawen  bed. 

That  may  pull  down  the  courage  of  his  pride; 

And  lay  upon  him  for  his  greater  dread. 

Cold  iron  chains,  with  which  let  him  betide;  ] 

ftnd  ietwliatever  he  defires,  be  him  denide.       .     . 


^26  THE  FAIRY  QUEEN.      BookV. 

LI. 

When  thou  haft  all  this  done  then  bring  me  news 
Of  his  demean  :  thenceforth  not  Hke  a  Lover> 
But  like  a  rebell  ftout  I  will  him  ufe. 
For  I  refolve  this  fiege  not  to  give  over, 
Till  I  the  conqueft  of  my  will  recover. 
So  Ihe  departed,  full  of  grief  and  'fdain, 
"Which  inly  did  to  great  impatience  move  her. 
But  the  falfe  maiden  fiiortly  turn'd  again 

IJnto  the  prifon,  where  her  heart  did  thrall  remain. 

LIL 

There  all  her  fubtil  nets  Ihe  did  unfold. 
And  all  the  engines  of  her  wit  difplay ; 
In  v/hich  Ihe  meant  him  warelefs  to  enfold. 
And  of  his  innocence  to  make  her  prey. 
So  cunningly  fhe  wrought  her  crafts  affay. 
That  both  her  Lady,  and  herfelf  withall, 
And  eke  the  Knight  attonce  ihe  did  betray : 
But  moil  the  Knight,  whom  fhe  with  guileful  call      ■; 

Did  caft  for  to  allure,  into  her  trap  to  fall.  '^ 

LIII. 

As  a  bad  nurfe,  which  feigning  to  receive  '] 

In  her  own  mouth  the  lood  meant  for  her  child> 
Withholds  it  to  her  fd^,  and  doth  deceive 
The  infant,  fo  for  v/ant  of  nour'ture  fpoild  : 
Even  fo  Clarittda  her  own  Dame  beguii'd 
And  turn'd  the  truH,  which  was  in  her  affide. 
To  feeding  of  her  private  fire,  which  boild 
Her  inward  breaft,  and  in  her  entrails  fride 

The  more  that  flie  it  fought  to  cover  and  to  hide. 

LIV. 

For  coming  to  this  Kiiight,  fhe  purpofe  feign'd. 
How  earneft  fuit  fhe  earft  for  him  had  made 
Unto  her  Queen,  his  freedom  to  have  gain'd  ; 
But  by  no  means  could  her  thereto  perfuade : 
But  that  inflead  thereof,  fhe  (lernly  bade 
His  mifery  to  be  augmented  more. 
And  many  iron  bands  on  him  to  lade. 
All  which  nath'lefs  fhe  for  his  love  forbore  : 
So  praying  him  t' accept  her  fervice  evermoreo  .^^ 
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LV. 

And  more  than  that,  flie  promiil  that  fhe  wouldj 
In  cafe  Die  might  find  favour  in  his  eye, 
*DevizG  how  to  enlarge  him  out  of  hold. 
The  Fairy  glad  to  gain  his  liberty, 
'Gan  yield  great  thanks  for  fuch  her  courtefy; 
And  with  fair  words  (fit  for  the  time  and  place) 
To  feed  the  humour  of  her  malady, 
Promift  if  Hie  would  free  him  from  that  cafe, 

He  would  by  all  good  means  he  might,  deferve  fuch  grace- 

LVI. 

So  daily  he  fair  femblant  did  her  fhew, 
"  Yet  never  meant  he  in  his  noble  mind. 
To  his  own  abfent  Love  to  be  untrue  : 
Ne  ever  did  deceitful  Ciarind'  find 
In  her  falfe  heart,  his  bondage  to  unbind  ; 
But  rather  how  fhe  mote  him  fafter  tye. 
Therefore  unto  her  miftrefs  moft  unkind 
She  daily  told,  her  love  he  did  defy  ; 

And  him  fhe  told,  her  Dame  his  freedom  did  deny. 

LVII. 

Yet  thus  much  friendfhip  fhe  to  him  did  fhow. 
That  his  fcarce  diet  fomewhat  was  amended. 
And  his  work  lefTen'd,  that  his  love  mote  grow  : 
Yet  to  her  Dame  him  flill  fhe  difcommended. 
That  fhe  with  him  mote  be  the  more  offended, 

.  ,  Thus  he  long  while  in  thraldom  there  remaind,, 
'Of  both  belovied  well,  but  little  friended; 
Until  his  own  true  Love  his  freedom  gain'd. 

^^hich  in  another  canto  will  be  beft  contain'd» 
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CANTO    VI. 

Talus  brings  news  to  Britomart, 

Of  Arthcgals  mijhap : 
She  goes  to  feek  him,  Dolon  meets^ 

Who  Jeeks  her  to  entrap, 

I. 

^  ome  men,  I  wote,  will~  deem  in  ArthegaU 

J^    Great  weaknefs,  and  report  of  him  much  illj 
For  yielding  lb  himfeif  a  wretched  thrall. 
To  th'infolent  command  of  womens  v/ill ; 
That  all  his  former  praife  doth  fouly  fpill. 
But  he  the  man,  that  fay  or  do  fo  dare. 
Be  well  adviz'd,  that  he  fland  ftedfaft  flill  r 
For  never  yet  was  wight  fo  well  aware, 

But  he  at  firft  or  laft  was  trapt  in  womens  fnare. 

11. 

Yet  in  the  ftreightnefs  of  that  captive  Hate, 
This  gentle  Knight  himfeif  fo  well  behav'd. 
That  notwithftanding  all  the  fubtile  bait, 
"With  which  thofe  Amazons  his  love  ftill  crav'd. 
To  his  own  Love  his  loyalty  he  fav'd : 
"Whofe  charader  in  th' Adamantine  mould 
Of  his  true  heart  fo  firmly  was  engraved. 
That  no  new  loves  impreffion  ever  could 

Bereave  it  thence :  fuch  blot  his  honour  blemiili  fnould. 

Ill 

Yet  his  own  Love,  the  noble  Britomart, 
Scarce  fo  conceived  in  her  jealous  thought. 
What  time  fad  tidings  of  his  baleful  fmart 
In  womans  bondage,  'Talus  to  her  brought  -, 
Brought  in  untimely  hour,  ere  it  was  fought. 
For  after  that  the  utmoft  date,  affignd 
For  his  return,  Ihe  waited  had  for  nought. 
She  'gan  to  caft  in  her  mifdoubtful  mind 

A  thouSnd  fears?  that  love-fick  fancies  feign  to  find. 
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i  IV. 

Sometimes  fhe  feared,  left  fome  hard  mifhap 
Had  him  misfaln  in  his  adventrous  queft ; 
Somedmes  left  his  falfe  foe  did  him  encrap 
]n  traytrous  trayn,  or  had  unwares  oppreft  ; 
But  moft  Ihe  did  her  troubled  mind  moleft. 
And  fecretly  afflid:  with  jealous  fear. 
Left  fome  new  Love  had  him  for  her  pofTeft  ^ 
Yet  loth  flie  was,  fmce  fhe  no  ill  did  hear, 

To  think  of  him  fo  ill :  yet  could  fhe  not  forbear, 

V. 

3ne  while  fhe  blam'd  herfelf ;  another  while 
She  him  condemn'd,  as  truftlefs  and  untrue: 
And  then,  her  grief  with  errour  to  beguile. 
She  feign'd  to  count  the  time  again  anew. 
As  if  before  fhe  had  not  counted  true. 
For  hours,  but  days  j  for  weeks  that  pafTed  were. 
She  told  but  months,  to  make  them  feem  more  few ; 
Yet  when  Ihe  reckned  them  ftill  drav/ing  near, 

jEaeh  hour  did  feem  a  month,  and  every  month  a  year^r 

VL 

But  whenas  yet  flie  faw  him  not  return. 
She  thought  to  fend  fome  one  to  feek  him  out  j 
But  none  fhe  found  fo  fit  to  ferve  that  turn 
As  her  own  felf,  to  eafe  her  felf  of  doubt. 
Now  fhe  deviz'd  amongft  the  warlike  rout 
Of  errant  Knights,  to  feek  her  errant  Knight  5 
And  then  again  refolv'd  to  hunt  him  out 
Amongft  loofe  Ladies,  lapped  in  delight : 

And  then  both  Knights  envide,  and  Ladies  eke  did  fpighs, 

VII. 

One  day,  whenas  fhe  long  had  fought  for  eafe 
In  every  place,  and  every  place  thought  beft. 
Yet  found  no  place,  that  could  her  liking  pleafc. 
She  to  a  window  came,  that  open'd  Weft, 
Towards  which  coaft  her  Love  his  way  addreft. 
There  looking  forth,  fhe  in  her  heart  did  find 
Many  vain  fancies,  working  her  unreft  ; 
And  fent  her  winged  thoughts,  more  Iwitt  than  wind. 

To  bear  unto  her_Love  the  meffage  of  her  miiid. 
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VIII. 

There  as  flie  looked  long,  at  laft  fhe  fpidc 
One  coming  towards  her  with  hafty  fpeed  : 
Well  weend  (he  then,  ere  him  fhe  plain  dcfcride. 
That  it  was  one  fent  from  her  Love  indeed. 
Who  when  he  nigh  approacht,  fhe  mote  aread 
That  it  v/as  Talus^  Arthegal  his  groom  % 
Whereat  her  heart  was  filld  with  hope  and  dread  j 
Ne  would  flie  ftay,  till  he  in  place  could  come. 

But  ran  to  meet  him  forth,  to  know  his  tidings  fomec 

IX. 

E'en  in  the  door  him  meeting,  fhe  begun  % 

And  where  is  he  thy  Lord,  and  how  far  hence  I 
Declare  attonce;  and  hath  he  loft  or  won  '^ 
The  iron  man,  albe  he  wanted  fcnfe 
And  forrows  feeling,  yet  with  confcience 
Of  his  ill  news,  did  inly  chill  and  quake. 
And  flood  fcili  mute,  as  one  in  great  fufpence^ 
As  if  that  by  his  fflence  he.  would  make 

Her  rather  read  his  meaning*  than  himfelf  it  fpake. 

X. 

Till  fhe  again  thus  faid ;  ^alus  be  bold,  ■ 
And  tell  whatever  it  be  good  or  bad. 
That  from  thy  tongue  thy  hearts  intent  doth  hold^ 
To  whom  he  thus  at  length.  The  tidings  fad, 
That  I  would  hide,  will  needs  I  fee  be  r'ad. 
My  Lord  (your  Love)  by  hard  mifhap  doth  lie 
In  wretched  bondage,  ^voefully  beftad. 
Ay  me,  quoth  (lie,  what  wicked  deftiny  ? 

And  is  he  vanquillit  by  his  tyrant  enemy  ? 

XI. 

Not  by  that  tyrant,  his  intended  fod; 
But  by  a  tyrannefs,  he  then  replide, 
That  him  captived  hath  in  haplefs  woe. 
Ceafe  thou  bad  news-man  :  badly  doft  thou  hide 
Thy  mailers  fhame,  in  liarlots  bondage  tide. 
The  reft  my  felf  too  readily  can  fpell. 
With  that  in  rage  fhe  turn'd  from  him  afid^ 

^      (Forcing  in  vain  the  reft  to  her  to  tell) 
And  .to  her  chamber  went  like  Iblicary  cell, 
5 


:anto  VI.       T  H  E  F  A I  R Y  Q.U  E  E  N.         225 

XII. 

rhere  fhe  began  to  make  her  moanfull  plaint 
Againft  her  Knight,  for  being  ib  untrue  ; 

i  Anci.him  to  touch  with  falfhoods  foul  attaint. 
That  all  his  other  honour  overthrew^ 

'  Oft   did   (lie  blame  her  fclf,  and  often  rue, 
For  yielding  to  a  ifrangers  love  fo  light, 
Whofe  life  and  manners  (Irange  Die  never  knew  ^ 
And  evermore  fhe  did  him  fharply  twight 
or  breach  of  faith  to  her,  which  he  had  firmly  plight. 

XIII. 

md  then  fhe  in  her  wrathfull  v,'ill  did  call, 
Flow  to  revenge  that  blot  of  honour  blent ; 

;  To  fight  with  him,  and  goodly  die  her  laft  : 
And  then  again  fhe  did  her  felt  torment, 
Inflifting  on  her  felf  his  punifhment. 
Awhile  fhe  v/alkt,  and  chauft;  awhile  fhe  threw 
Her  felf  upon  her  bed,  and  did  lament: 
Yet  did  fhe  not  lament  with  loud  alew. 

Is  women  wont,  but  with  deep  fighs,  and  fingults  few. 

Like  as  a  wayward  child,  whofe  founder  flecp 
I  Is  broken  with  fome  fearfuU  dreams  affright, 
f   With  froward  will  doth  fethimfelf  to  weep  -, 
\   Ne  can  be  Ifill'd  for  all  his  nurfes  might. 
But  kicks,  and  fquals,  and  fhrieks  for  fell  defpight : 
Now  fcratching  her,  and  her  loofe  locks  mifufing  •, 
Now  feeking  darknefs,   and  now  feeking  li^hc  •, 
I    Then  craving  fuck,  and  then  the  fuck  refufing  : 
luch  was  this  Ladies  fit,  in  her  Loves  fond  accufinp-. 
I  ^         XV. 

put  when  fhe  had  with  fuch  unquiet  fits 
I    Her  felf  there  clofe  afiiiifled  long  in    vain, 
I   Yet  found  no  eafement  in  her  troubled  wits, 
I    She  unto  T'alus  forth  return'd  again, 

By  change  of  place  feeking  to  eafe  htr  pain  ; 
I    And  'gan  enquire  of  him,  with  milder  mood, 
I    The  certain  caufe  o^  Arthegah  dQizm: 
\    And  what  he  did,  and  in  what  ftace  he  ftood, 
And  whether  he  did  woo,  or  whecber  he  were  woj'd. 
Vol.  II.  P 
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XVI. 

Ah  well-away  !  faid  then  the  iron  man. 
That  he  is  not  the  while  in  ftateto  woo ; 
But  lies  in  wretched  thraldom,  weak  and  wan. 
Not  by  ftrong  hand  compelled  thereunto, 
Bat  his  own  doom,  that  none  can  now  undo. 
Said  I  not  then,  quoth  (he,  ere-while  aright. 
That  this  is  thing  compafl  betwixt  you  two. 
Me  to  deceive  of  faith  unto  me  plight. 

Since  that  he  was  not  forc'd,  nor  overcome  in  fight  ? 

XVII. 

With  that,  he  'gan  at  large  to  her  dilate 
The  whole  difcourfe  of  his  captivance  fad. 
In  fort  as  ye  have  heard  the  fame  of  late. 
All  which,  when  ihe  with  hard  endurance  had 
Heard  to  the  end,  flie  was  right  fore  beftad. 
With  fudden  (tounds  of  wrath  and  grief  attone  : 
Ne  would  abide,  till  Ilie  had  anfwer  made  ; 
But  ftraight  her  felf  did  dight,  and  armour  don ; 

And  mounting  to  her  fteed,  bade  'Talus  guide  her  on, 

XVIII. 

So  forth  ?i\G.  rode  upon  her  ready  way, 

To  feek  her  Knight,  as  Talus  her  did  guide  : 

Sadly  flie  rode,   and  never  word  did  fay. 

Nor  good  nor  bad,  ne  ever  lookt  afide. 

But  itill  right  down,  and  in  her  thought  did  hide 

The  felnefs  of  her  heart,  right  fully  bent 

To  fierce  avengement  of  that  womans  pride. 

Which  had  her  Lord  in  her  bafe  prifon  pent. 

And  fo  great  honour  with  fo  foul  reproach  had  blent. 

XIX. 

So  as  Hie  thus  melanchoiick  did  ride,  ' 

Chav/ing  the  cud  of  grief  and  inward  pain, 
Sht  chanc'd  to  meet,  tov/ard  the  even-tide 
A  Knight,  that  Ibfcly  paced  on  the  plain, 
As  if  himfelf  to  folace  he  were  fain. 
Well  ihot  in  years  he  feem'd,  and  rather  bent 
1  o  peace,  than  needlefs  trouble  to  confbrain. 
As  well  by  view  of  that  his  veiliment. 

As  by  his  modeft  fcmb'ant,  chat  no  evirmeant. 


:anto  VI.    T  H  E  F  A I  R  Y  QJJ  E  E  N,  227 

XX. 

-ie  coming  near,  'gan  gently  her  falute 
With  courteous  words,  in  the  mod  comely  wize  1 
Who  though  defirous  rather  to  reft  mute. 
Than  terms  to  entertain  of  common  guize, 
Yet  rather  than  fhe  kindnefs  would  defpize, 
She  would  her  felf  difpleafc,  fo  him  requite. 
Then  'gan  the  other  further  to  devize 
Of  things  abroad^  as  next  to  hand  did  light, 

'ind  many  things  demand,  to  which  fhe  anfwer'd  lighta 

I  -  XXL 

|For  little  luft  had  fhe  to  talk  of  ought, 

I    Gr  ought  to  hear,  that  mote  delightful  be  ; 

I    Her  mind  was  whole  poflelTed  of  one  thought, 

;    That  gave  none  other  place.     Which  whenas  he 

I    By  outward  figns  (as  well  he  might)  did  fee. 
He  lift  no  longer  to  ufe  loathful  fpeech, 
But  her  befought  to  take  it  well  in  gree, 
Sith  fliady  damp  had  dimd  the  heavens  reach. 

To  lodge  with  him  that  night,unlefs  goodcaufe  empeach^ 

XXII. 

The  championefs^  now  feeing  night  at  dorCj 
Was  glad  to  yield  unto  his  good  requeft  : 
And  with  him  went  without  gainfaying  more. 
Not  far  awayj  but  little  wide  by  Weft, 
His  dw&lling  was,  to  which  he  him  addreft  \ 
Where  foon  arriving  they  received  were 
In  feemly  wife,  as  them  befeemed  beft  : 
For  he  their  Hoft  them  goodly  well  did  chear^ 

And  talkt  of  pleafant  things,   the  night  away  to  wear. 

XXIII. 

Thus  pafiing  th'  evening  well  till  time  of  reft. 
Then   Britomart  unto  a  bowre  was  brought ; 
W^here  grooms  awaited  her  to  have  undreft. 
But  Ihe  ne  would  undrelTed  be  for  ought, 
Ne  doxFher  arms,  though  he  her  much  befought. 
For  ftie  had  vow'd,  ftie  faid,  not  to  forgo 
Thofe  warlike  weeds,  till  Ihe  revenge  had  wrought 
Ol  a  late  wrong  upon  a  mortal  foe  j 

Which  file  would  lure  perform,  betide  her  ^eal  or  woe* 
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XXIV. 

Which  when  her  Hoft  perceiv'd,  right  difcontent 
In  mind  he  grew,  for  fear  left  by  that  art 
He  lliould  his  purpofe  mifs,  which  clofe  he  ment : 
Yet  taking  leave  of  her  he  did  depart. 
There  all  that  night  remained  Britomart. 
ReftJefs,  recomfortlefs,  with  heart  deep  griev'd. 
Not  fuffring  the  leaft  twinkling  fleep  co  ftart 
Into  her  eye,  which  th'  heart  mote  have  reliev'd  ; 

But  if  the  leaft  appear'd,  her  eyes  ftie  ftraight  repriev'd. 

XXV. 

Ye  guilty  eyes,  faid  fhe,  the  which  with  guile 
My  heart  at  firft  betray'd,  will  ye  betray 
My  life  now  too,  for  which  a  little  while 
Y'e  will  not  watch  ?  falfe  watches,  weal-away, 
I  wote  when  ye  did  watch  both  night  and  day 
iJnto  your  lofs  :  and  now  needs  will  ye  fleep  ? 
Now  ye  have  made  my  heart  to  wake  alway, 
Now  will  ye  fleep  ?   ah  !   wake,   and  rather  weep, 

To  think  of  your  nights  want^that  fliould  ye  waking  keep* 

XXVI. 

Thus  did  fhe  watch,  and  wear  the  weary  night 
In  wailfull  plaints,    that  none  v/as  to  appeafe; 
Now  walking  foft,  now  fitting  ftill  upright. 
As  fundry  change  her  feemed  beft  to  eafe. 
Ne  lefs  did  Talus  fufi'er  fleep  to  feize 
His  eye-lids  fad,  but  watch'd  continually. 
Lying  without  her  door  in  great  difeafe  i 
Like   to  a  Spaniel  waiting  carefully 

Left  any  fhouid  betray  his  Ladv  treacheroufly. 
XXVII. ' 

VsHiat  time  the  native  Belman    of  the  night. 
The  bird  chat  warned  Feter  of  his  fall, 
Firft  rings  his  filver  bell   t'  each  fleepy  wight, 
Tliat  ftionld  their  minds  up  to  devotion  caJ!, 
^\\Q  heard  a  wondrous  nolle  below  the  hall. 
All  fuddenly  the  bed,  where  flie  fliould  lie, 
By  a  falfe  trap  was  let  adown  to  fall 
Into  a  lower  room,  and  by  and  by 

'The  loft  was  raiRl  again,  that  no  man  could  it  fpie. 
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XXVIII. 

With  fight  whereof  ihe  was  difmayd  right  fore, 
Perceiving  well  the  treafon,    which  was  meant : 
Yet  ftirred  not  at  all  for  doubt  of  more, 
But  kept  her  place  with  courage  confident. 
Waiting  what  would  enfue  of  that  event. 
It  vv'as  not  long,  before  fhe  heard  the  found 
Of  armed  men,  coming  with  clofe  intent 
Towards  her  chamber  ;  at  which  dreadful  ftound 

She  quickly  caught  her  fword,and  fliield  about  her  bound. 

XXIX. 

With  that,  there  came  unto  her  chamber  dore 
Two  Knights,  all  armed  ready  for  to  fight ; 
And  after  them  full  many  other  more, 
A  rafcal  rout,  with  weapons  rudely  dight. 
Whom  foon  as  Ttilus  fpide  by  glimpfe  of  night. 
He  darted  up,  there  where  on  ground  he  lay. 
And  in  his  hand  his  threfher  ready  keight. 
They  feeing  that,  let  drive  at  him  ftraightway, 

Jtnd  round  about  him  preace  in  riotous  array. 

XXX. 

But  foon  as  he  began  to  lay  about 

W^ith  his  rude  iron  flail,  they  'gan  to  fly. 
Both  armed  Knights  and  eke  unarmed  rout : 
Yet  Talus  after  them  apace  did  ply. 
Wherever  in  the  dark  he  could  them  fpy  -, 
That  here  and  there  like  fcattred  fheep  they  lay. 
Then  back  returning,  where  his  Dame  did  lie, 
He  to  her  told  the  ftory  of  that  fray. 

And  all  that  treafon  there  intended  did  bewray. 

XXXI. 

Wherewith  though  wondrous  wroth,  and  inly  burning 
To  be  avenged  for  fo  fv;ul  a  deed, 

'    Yet  being  lorc'd  t' abide  the  days  returning, 
She  there  remain'd,   but  with  right  wary  hved, 
Leil  any  more  fuch  praftice  lliould  proceed. 
Nov</  mote  ye  know  (that  Vv'hich  to  Brito/uart 
Ij'nknowen  was)  whence  all  this  did  proceed  : 
And  for  whar  caufe  fo  great  milchievous  Imart 

Wiis  meant  to  her,  that  never  evil  meani;  in  heart. 

P  3 
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xxxir. 

The  good  man  of  this  houfe  was  Bolon  hight, 
A  man  of  fubtil  wit  and  wicked  mind, 
That  whilome  in  his  youth  had  been  a  Knight, 
And  arms  had  borne,  but  Httle  good  could  find. 
And  much  lefs  honour  by  that  warlike  kind 
Of  life  :  for  he  was  nothing  valorous, 
But  with  fly  fhifts  and  wiles  did  undermind 
AI!  noble  Knights,  which  were  adventurous. 

And  many  brought  to  Ihame  by  treafon  treacherous, 
XXXIII. 

He  had  three  fons,  all  three  like  fathers  fons, 
Like  treacherous,  like  full  of  fraud  and  guilcj 
Of  all  that  on  this  earthly  compafs  wonns  : 
The  eldeft  of  the  which  was  flain  erewhile 
By  Arthegal^  through  his  own  guilty  wile  ; 
His  name  was  Guizor  t  whofe  untimely  fate 
For  to  revenge,  full  many  treafons  vile 
HiS  father  JDolon  had  deviz'd  of  late 

"With  thefe  his  wicked  fons,  and  fhewd  his  cancred  hate. 

XXXIV. 

For  fure  he  weend,  that  this  his  prefent  gueft 
Was  ArthsgaU  by  many  tokens  plain  ; 
But  chiefly  by  that  iron  page  he  gueft. 
Which  ftill  was  wont  with  Arthegal  remain  ; 
And  therefore  meant  him  furely  to  have  flain. 
But  by  Gods  grace,  and  her  good  heedinefs, 
She  was  preferved  from  that  traytrous  train. 
Thus  fhe  all  night  wore  out  in  watchfulnefs, 

Ne  fuffr'ed  flothfuU  fieep  her  eye-lids  to  opprels. 

XXXV. 

The  morrow  next,  fo  foon  as  dawning  hour 
Difccvered  had  the  light  to  living  eye, 
She  forth  ifTu'd  out  of  her  loathed  bowr,  ] 

With  full  intent  t'  avenge  that  villany. 
On  that  vile  man,  and  all  his  family. 
And  coming  down  to  feekthem  where  they  wond. 
Nor  fire,  nor  fens,  nor  any  could  fhe  fpy  : 
Each  room  fhe  fought,  but  them  all  empty  fond  : 

They  all  were  fled  for  fear  \  but  whither,  neither  kond. 
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XXXVI. 

She  faw  it  vain  to  make  there  longer  ftay. 
But  took  her  fteed  j  and  thereon  mounting  light, 
Gan  her  addrefs  unto  her  former  way. 
She  had  not  rid  the  mount'nance  of  a  flight, 
|.:.'But  that  flie  faw,  there  prefent  in  her  fight, 

Thofe  two  falfe  brethren,  on  that  per'Jous  bridge. 
On  which  Pollente  with  Artheml  did  fis;ht. 
Streight  was  the  paJTage  iike  a  ploughed  ridge. 
That  if  two  met,  the  one  mote  needs  tali  ov'r  the  lidge. 

;  XXXVIi. 

I  There  they  did  think  themfelves  on  her  to  wreak  : 
I     Who  as  fhe  nigh  unto  them  drew,  the  one 
i     Thefe  vile  reproaches  'gan  unto  her  fpeak  •, 
'      Thou  recreant  falfe  traytor,  that  with  lone 

Of  arms  haft  knighthood  ftoln,  yet  Knight  art  none. 
No  more  fhall  now  the  darknefs  of  the  night 
Defend  thee  from  the  vengeance  of  thy  fone  -, 
But  with  thy  blood  thou  fnalt  appeafe  the  fpright 
Of  Guizoi\  by  thee  flain,  and  murdred  by  thy  flight. 

XXXVIIL 
Strange  were  the  words  in  Britonkirtis  ear ; 

Yet  ftayd  flie  not  for  them,  but  forward  far'd. 
Till  to  the  per'lous  bridge  fhe  came  :   and  there 
Talus  defir'd,  that  he  might  have  prepar'd 
The  way  to  her,  and  thofe  two  lofels  fcar'd. 
But  fhe  thereat  was  wroth,  that  for  defpight  ' 
The  glancing  fparkles  through  her  beaver  glar'd, 
And  from  her  eyes  did  flafh  out  fiery  light. 
Like  coals,  that  through  a  filver  cenfer  fparkle  bright. 

XXXIX. 
She  ftayd  not  to  advize  which  way  to  take ; 
But  putting  fpurs  unto  her  fiery  beaft. 
Thorough  the  midft  of  them  flie  way  did  make. 
The  one  of  them,  which  moft  her  wrath  encreaft, 
Upon  her  fpear  fhe  bore  before  her  breaft. 
Till  to  the  bridges  further  end  fhe  paft ; 
Where  falling  down,  his  challenge  he  releaft  : 
The  other  over  fide  the  bridge  Ihe  caft 
Into  the  river,  where  he  drunk  his  deadly  laft". 

P  4 
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XL.  I 

As  when  the  flafliing  levin  haps  to  Hght 

Upon  two  ftubborn  oaks,  which  ftand  fb  near. 

That  way  betwixt  them  none  appears  in  fight ; 

The  engine,   fiercely  flying  forth,  doth  tear 

Th'one  from  the  earth,  and  through  the  air  doth  bear 

The  other  it  with  force  doth  overthrow. 

Upon  one  fide,  and  from  the  roots  doth  rear  : 

So  did  the  championefs  thofe  two  there  ftrow. 

And  to  their  fire  their  carcafies  left  to  bellow. 


CANTO    VII. 

Britomart  comes  to  Ifis  church. 

Where  fie  jirange  vi/wns  fees  :  ; 

She  fights  with  Radigund,  her  Jlays 

And  Arthegal  thence  frees, 

I. 

JT ought  is  on  earth  more  facrcd  or  divine. 
That  Gods  and  men  do  equally  adore. 
Than  this  fame  vertue  that  doth  right  define  : 
For  th'heavens  themfelves,  whence  mortal  men  implore 
Right  in  their  wrongs,  are  rul'd  by  righteous  lore 
Of  higheft  Jove^  v/ho  doth  true  Juftice  deal 
To  his  inferiour  Gods,  and  evermore 
Therewith  contains  his  heavenly  common-weal  : 

The  lldll  whereof  to  Princes  hearts  he  doth  reveal. 

II. 

Well  therefore  did  the  antique  world  invent. 
That  Juftice  was  a  God  of  foveraine  grace. 
And  altars  unto  him,  and  temples  lent, 
And  heavenly  honours  in  the  higheft  place  ; 
Calling  him  great  Ofyris,  of  the  race 
Of  th'  old  Mgy-ptlan  Kings  that  whilome  were  5 
With  feigned  colours  fhading  a  true  cafe  : 
For  that  Ofyris^  whilft  he  lived  here. 

The  juftice  man  alive,  and  trueft  did  appear. 
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III. 

His  wife  was  Ifis^  whom  they  hkewife  made 
A  Goddefs  of  great  powre  and  fovrainty. 
And  in  her  perfon  cunningly  did  fhade 

I     That  part  of  Juftice  which  is  equity, 

'     Whereof  I  have  to  treat  here  prefently. 
Unto  whofe  temple  when  as  Britomart 

\     Arrived,  fhe  with  great  humiHtv 

Did  enter  in,  ne  would  that  night  depart  •, 

But  Halus  mote  not  be  admitted  to  her  pare. 

IV. 

I  There  flie  received  was  in  goodly  wize 

i     Of  many  Priefls,  which  duly  did  attend 
Upon  the  rites  and  daily  facrifice. 
All  clad  in  linnen  robes  with  filver  hemd  ; 
And  on  their  heads  with  long  locks  comely  kemd. 
They  wore  rich  mitres  fhaped  like  the  Moon, 
To  fhew  that  Ifis  doth  the  Moon  portend  •, 
Like  as  Ofyris  fignines  the  Sun, 

For  that  they  both  like  race  in  equal  juftice  run. 

V. 

I  The  championefs  them  greeting,  as  (he  could. 
Was  thence  by  them  into  the  temple  led  ; 
Whofe  goodly  building  when  ilie  did  behold. 
Borne  upon  ftately  pillours,  all  difTpread 
With  fliining  gold  and  arched  over-head, 

,;     She  wondred  an  the  workmans  pafllng  skill, 

I     Whofe  like  before  flie  never  faw  nor  read  ; 

.«     And  thereupon  long  while  ftood  gazing  ftill, 

|But  thought  that  ihe  thereon  could  never  gaze  her  fill, 

I  ^^• 

|Thenceforth  unto  the  idol  they  her  brought, 

I     The  v/hich  was  framed  all  of  filver  fine. 

So  well  as  could  with  cunning  hand  be  wrought. 
And  clothed  all  in  garments  made  of  line, 
Hemd  all  about  with  fringe  of  filver  twine. 
Upon  her  head  Ihe  wore  a  crov/n  of  gold, 

'     To  fhow  that  Hie  had  powre  in  things  divine ; 
And  at  her  feet  a  Crocodile  was  rolld, 

(jThat  with  her  wreathed  tail  her  middle  did  enfold. 
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VII. 

One  foot  was  fet  upon  the  Crocodile, 

And  on  the  ground  the  other  fafl  did  ftand. 

So  meaning  to  fupprefs  both  forged  guile. 

And  open  force  :  and  in  her  other  hand 

She  ftretched  forth  a  long  white  (lender  v/and 

Such  was  the  Goddefs ;  whom  when  Britomart 

Had  long  beheld,  herfelf  upon  the  land 

She  did  proftrate,  and  with  right  humble  heart 

Unto  herfelf  her  filent  prayers  did  impart. 

VIII. 

To  which  the  Idol  as  it  were  inclining. 
Her  wand  did  move,  with  amiable  look. 
By  outward  ihew  her  inward  fenfe  defigning. 
Who  well  perceiving,  how  her  wand  Ihe  fhook, 
It  as  a  token  of  good  fortune  took. 
By  this,  the  day  with  damp  was  overcaft. 
And  joyous  light  the  houfe  oVjove  forfook  : 
Which  when  flie  faw,  her  helmet  flie  unlac'd. 

And  by  the  altars  fide  her  felf  to  flumber  plac'd, 

IX. 

jFor  other  beds  the  Priefts  there  ufed  none. 
But  on  their  mother  Earth's  dear  lap  did  lye. 
And  bake  their  fides  upon  the  cold  hard  ftone, 
T'enure  themfelves  to  fufferance  thereby  j 
And  proud  rebellious  flefh  to  mortify. 
For  by  the  vow  of  their  religion. 
They  tied  were  to  fledfaft  chaftity. 
And  continence  of  life  ;  that  all  forgon, 

They. mote  the  better  tend  to  their  devotion.  • 

X. 

Therefore  they  mote  not  talte  of  flelhly  food, 
Ne  feed  on  ought  the  which  doth  blood  contain, 
Ne  drink  of  wine  :   for  wine  they  fay  is  blood  •, 
Even  the  blood  of  Giants,  which  were  flain 
By  thundring  Jove  in  the  Phkgrean  plain. 
For  which  the  earth  (as  they  the  flory  tell) 
Wroth  with  the  Gods,  v/hich  to  perpetual  pain 
Had  damn'd  her  fons,  which  'gainft  them  did  rebell,! 

With  inward  grief  and  malice  did  againft  them  fwell. 


Canto  VII.     THE  FAIRY  QJJEEN,         235 

XL 

And  of  their  vital  blood,  the  which  was  Ihed 
Into  her  pregnant  boibm,  forth  Ihe  brought 
The  fruitful!  Vine-,  whofe  liquor  bloody  red. 
Having  the  minds  of  men  with  fury  fraught. 
Mote  in  them  llir  up  old  rebellious  thought. 
To  make  nev/  war  again fb  the  Gods  again : 
Such  is  the  powre  of  that  fame  fruit,  that  nought 
The  fell  contagion  may  thereof  reftrain  ; 
Ne  within  reafons  rule,  her  madding  mood  contain. 

XII. 
There  did  the  warlike  Maid  herfelf  repofe,     , 
Under  the  wings  of  Ifis  all  that  night  j 
And  with  fweet  reft  her  heavy  eyes  did  clofe. 
After  that  long  days  toil  and  weary  plight. 
Where  whilft  her  earthly  parts  with  folt  delight 
Of  fcnfelefs  fleep  did  deeply  drowned  lie. 
There  did  appear  unto  her  heavenly  fpright 
A  wondrous  vifion,  which  did  clofe  imply 

I  The  courfe  of  all  her  fortune  and  pofterity, 

XIII. 
Her  feem'd  as  ihe  was  doing  facrifize 
To  Ifis^  deckt  with  mitre  on  her  head. 
And  linnen  ftole,  after  thofe  Prieftes  guize. 
All  fuddainly  fhe  faw  transfigured 
Her  linnen  ftole  to  robe  of  fcarlet  red, 

I      And  moon-like  mitre  to  a  crown  of  goldj 
That  even  ftie  herfelf  much  wondered 

!'      At  fuch  a  change,  and  joyed  to  behold 

1  Her  felf,  adorn'd  with  gems  and  jewels  manifold. 

I  XIV. 

I  And  in  the  midft-  of  her  felicity, 

An  hideous  tempcft  feemed  from  below. 
To  rife  through  all  the  temple  fuddainly. 
That  from  the  altar  all  about  did  blow 
The  holy  fire,  and  all  the  embers  ftrow 
Upon  the  ground  :  which  kindled  privily, 

I       Into  outrageous  frames  unwares  did  grow. 
That  all  the  temple  put  in  jeopardy 
Of  flaming,  and  her  ielf  in  great  perplexity. 


■^ 
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XV. 

With  that,  the  Crocodile,  which  Heeping  lay 
Under  the  Idols  fttt  in  fearlefs  bowre, 
Seem'd  to  a:vake  in  horrible  difmay. 
As  being  troubled  with  that  ftormy  (lowre  ; 
And  gaping  greedy  wide  did  flraight  devour 
Both  flames  and  tempeft!  with  v/hich  grov/en  great, 
And  fwoln  with  pride  of  his  own  peerlefs  powre. 
He  'gan  to  threaten  her  like  wife  to  eat  •, 

But  that  the  Goddefs  with  her  rod  him  back  did  beat. 

XVI. 

Tho  turning  all  his  pride  to  humblefs  meek, 
Himfelf  before  her  feet  he  lowly  th  rew. 
And  'gan  for  grace  and  love  of  her  to  feek  : 
Which  fhe  accepting,  he  fo  near  her  drew. 
That  of  his  game  fhe  foon  emwombed  grew, 
And  forth  did  bring  a  Lion  of  great  might, 
That  fhortly  did  all  other  beafts  fubdue. 
With  that  fhe  waked  full  of  fearful  fright, 

And  doubtfully  difmavd  through  that  fo  uncouth  figlit, 

XVII. 

So  thereupon  long  while  fhe  mufmg  lay. 

With  thoufand  thoughts  feeding  her  fantafy, 
Untiil  fhe  fpide  the  lamp  of  Ughtfome  day, 
Uplifted  in  the  porch  of  heaven  high. 
Then  up  ihe  rofe  fraught  with  melancholy. 
And  forth  into  the  lower  parts  did  pafs ; 
Whereas  the  Prieils  fne  found  full  bufily 
About  their  holy  things  for  morrow  mafs  : 

Whom  flie  faluting  fair,  fair  refaluted  was. 

XVIII. 

But  by  the  change  of  her  unchearful  look. 

They  might  perceive  fhe  was  not  well  in  plight  j 
Or  that  fome  penfivenefs  to  heart  fhe  took. 
Therefore  thus  one  of  them  (who  feem'd  in  fight 
To  be  the  greatefl,  and  the  graveft  wight) 
To  her  befpake ;   Sir  Knight,  it  feems  to  me, 
That  thorough  evil  reft  of  this  lafh  night, 
Or  ill  apaid,   or  much  difmay d  ye  be. 

That  by  your  change  of  chear  is  eafie  for  to  fee. 
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XIX. 

Certes  laid  Ihe,  fich  ye  fo  well  have  fpide 
The  troublous  paflion  of  my  penfive  mind, 
I  will  not  fcek  the  fame  from  you  to  hide. 
But  will  my  cares  unfold,  in  hope  to  find 
Your  aid  to  guide  me  out  of  errour  blind. 
Say  on  quoth  he  the  fecret  of  your  heart : 
For  by  the  holy  vow  which  me  doth  bind; 
I  am  adjur'd  beft  counfel  to  imp^irt 

To  ail  that  fhall  require  my  comfort  in  their  fmart. 

XX. 

Then  'gan  fhe  to  declare  the  whole  difcourfe 
Of  all  that  vifion  which  to  her  appear'd. 
As  well  as  to  her  mind  it  had  recourfe. 
All  which  when  he  unto  the  end  had  heard. 
Like  to  a  weak  faint-hearted  man  he  far'd. 
Through  great  aftonifhment  of  that  ftrange  fight  j 
And,  with  long  locks  upflanding  ftifiy  ftar'd, 
Like  one  adawed  with  Ibme  dreadful  fpright  r 

^So  filld  with  heavenly  fury,  thus  he  her  behight. 

XXI. 

Magniiick  virgin,  that  in  queint  difguife 
Of  Britifli  arms  doft  malk  thy  royal  blood. 
So  to  purfue  a  peril lous  emprize, 
How  could'il  thou  ween,  through  that  difguifcd  hood. 
To  hide  thy  ftatc  from  being  underftood  .^ 
Can  from  th*immortal  Gods  ought  hidden  be  ? 
They  do  thy  linage,  and  thy  Lordly  brood  j 
They  do  thy  Sire,  lamenting  fore  for  thee; 

They  do  thv  Love,  forlorn  in  vvomens  thraldom  fee. 

I  '  XXIL 

jiFhe  end  whereof,  and  all  the  long  event, 

\    They  do  to  thee  in  this  fame  dream  difcover. 
For  that  fame  Crocodile  doth  reprefcnt 
The  righteous  Knight,  that  is  thy  faithful!  Lover, 

,    Like  to  Ofyris  in  all  juft  endeavour. 
For  that  fame  Crocodile  Ojyrii  is, 
That  under  Ifis  feet  doth  ileep  for  ever: 
To  fhew  that  clemence  oft  in  things  ami  p, 
v-ilrainr,  .thofs  fit;r,n  b:;hi(b,  and  crui:l  dooms  of  his. 
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XXIII. 

That  Knight  lliall  all  the  troublous  ftorms  affuage. 
And  raging  flames  that  many  foes  Ihall  rear* 
To  hinder  thee  from  the  juft  heritage 

-   Of  thy  Sires  crown,  and  from  thy  country  dear. 
Then  fhalt  thou  take  him  to  thy  loved  Fere, 
And  join  in  equal  portion  of  thy  realm  : 
And  afterwards  a  fon  to  him  llialt  bear. 
That  Lion  like  lliall  fliew  his  powre  extream. 

So  blefs  thee  God,  and  give  thee  joyance  of  thy  dream.- 

XXIV. 

All  which  when  flie  unto  the  end  had  heard. 
She  much  was  eafed  in  her  troublous  thought. 
And  on  thofe  Priefts  beftowed  rich  reward  : 
And  royal  gifts  of  gold  and  filver  wrought, 
She  for  a  prefent  to  their  Goddefs  brought. 
Then  taking  leave  of  them,  fhe  forward  went^ 
To  feek  her  Love^  where  he  was  to  be  fought  % 
Ne  refted  till  fhe  came  without  relent 

Unto  the  land  of  Amazons,  as  fhe  was  beat. 

XXV. 

Whereof  when  news  to  Radigmd  was  brought. 
Not  with  amaze,  as  women  wonted  be. 
She  was  confufed  in  her  troublous  thought. 
But  filld  with  courage  and  with  joyous  glee^ 
As  glad  to  hear  of  arms,  the  which  now  fhe 
Had  long  furceaft*  fhe  bade  to  open  bold. 
That  flie  the  face  of  her  new  foe  might  fee. 
But  when  they  of  that  iron  man  had  told, 

Which  lateher  folk  had  flain,fhe  bade  them  forth  to hold.^ 

XXVI. 

So  there  without  the  gate  (as  feemed  beft) 
She  caufed  her  pavilion  be  pight ; 
In  which  ftout  Britomart  her  felf  did  refl,  ■ 
Whiles  "Talus  watched  at  the  door  all  night. 
All  night  likewife  they  of  the  town  in  fright. 
Upon  their  wall  good  watch  and  ward  did  keep. 
The  morrow  next,  lb  foon  as  dawning  light 
Bade  do  away  the  damp  of  drouzy  fleep. 

The  warlike  Amazon  out  ol"  her  bowrc  did  peep. 
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XXVII.  . 

And  caufed  ftraight  a  trumpet  loud  to  fhrill. 
To  warn  her  foe  to  battle  foon  be  preft  : 
Who  long  before  awoke  (for  ihe  full  ill 
Could  fleep  all  night,  that  in  unquiet  breafl: 
Did  clofely  harbour  fuch  a  jealous  gueft) 
Was  to  the  battle  whylome  ready  dight. 
Eftfoons  that  warriourels  with  haughty  crell 
Did  forth  ilTue  all  ready  for  the  nght : 

On  th'other  fide  her  foe  appeared  foon  in  fight- 
XXVIII. 

But  ere  they  reared  hand,  the  Amazon 

Began  the  ilreight  conditions  to  propound. 

With  which  Ihe  ufed  ftill  to  tye  her  fone  ; 

To  ferve  her  fo,  as  fhe  the  reft  had  bound. 

Which  when  the  other  heard,  flie  fternly  frownd 

For  high  difdain  of  fuch  indignity, 

And  would  no  longer  treat,  but  bade  them  found. 

For  her  no  other  terms  fhould  ever  tie 

Than  what  prefcribed  were  by  laws  of  chevalrie. 

XXiX. 

The  trumpets  found,  and  they  together  run 

With  greedy  rage,  and  with  their  faulchins  fmote  j 
Ne  either  fought  the  others  ftrokes  to  fhun. 
But  through  great  fury  both  their  fkill  forgot, 
And  praftick  ufe  in  arms ;  ne  fpared  not 
Their  dainty  parts,  which  nature  had  created 
So  fair  and  tender,  without  ftain  or  fpot. 
For  other  ufes  than  they  them  tranflated  ; 

Which  they  nowhacktandhew*d,as  if  fuch  ufe  thev  hated. 
I  XXX. 

As  when  a  Tiger  and  a  Lionefs 

Are  met  at  fpoiling  of  fonie  hungry  prey^ 
Both  challenge  it  with  equal  greedinefs : 
But  firft  the  Tiger  claws  thereon  did  lay  -, 
And  therefore  loth  to  loofe  her  right  away. 
Doth  in  defence  thereof  full  ftoutly  ftond  : 
To  which  the  Lion  ffrongly  doth  gainfay. 
That  fhe  to  hunt  the  beaft  firft  took  in  hond  ; 

And  therefore  ought  it  have,  wherever  ftic  it  fond. 
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XXXI. 

Full  fiercely  laid  the  Amazon  about, 
And  dealt  her  blows  unmercifully  fore  : 
Which  Britcmart  withftood  with  courage  ftout, 
And  them  repaid  again  with  double  more. 
So  long  they  fought  that  all  the  gralTy  flora 
Was  filld  with  blood,  which  from  their  fides  did  flow, 
And  gullied  through  their  arms,  that  all  in  gore 
They  trode,  and  on  the  ground  their  lives  did  ft  row, 

Likefruitlefs  feed,  of  which  untim.elv  death  fhould  grow. 

XXXII. 

At  laft  proud  Radigund  with  fell  defpight. 
Having  by  chance  efpide  advantage  near. 
Let  drive  at  her  with  all  her  dreadful  might. 
And  thus  upbraiding,  faid  ;  This  token  bear 
Unto  the  man  whom  thou  doft  love  fo  dear ; 
And  tell  him  for  his  fake  thy  life  thou  gaveft. 
Which  fpiteful  words  fhe  fore  engriev'd  to  hear. 
Thus  anlwer'd  ;  Lewdly  thou  mv  Love  depraved, 

Who  fhortly  muft  repent  that  now  fo  vainly  braveft. 
XXXIII. 

Kath'lefs  that  ftroke  fo  cruel  paiTage  found, 
That  glancing  on  her  flioulder  plate,  it  bit 
Unto  the  bone,  and  made  a  griefly  wound. 
That  file  her  fhield  through  raging  fmart  of  it 
Could  fcarce  uphold  ;  yet  foon  Ihe  it  requit. 
For  having  force  increaft  through  furious" pain, 
She  her  fo  rudely  on  the  helmet  fm.it. 
That  it  empierced  to  the  very  brain. 

And  her  proud  pcrfon  low  orollrated  on  the  plain. 

XXXiV. 

Where  being  laid,  the  wrathful  Britonnels 
Stayd  noc  till  fhe  came  to  her  felf  again, 
But  in  revenge  both  of  her  Loves  dulrefs. 
And  her  late  vile  reproach,  though  vaunted  vain. 
And  alfo  of  her  wound,  which  fore  did  pain. 
She  with  one  ftroke  both  head  and  helmet  cjek. 
Which  dreadful  fight,  v/hen  all  her  warliice  train 
There  prefent  faw,  each  one  (of  fenfe  berelt) 

Fled  faft  into  the  town,  and  her  fole  Viclor  Isfi. 
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XXXV. 

Ini  yet  fo  faft  they  could  not  home  retrate, 
;   But  that  fwift  Talus  did  the  foremoft  win  ; 
:   And  prelling  through  the  preace  unto  the  gate, 
Pehuel  with  them  attonce  did  enter  in. 
There  then  a  piteous  (laughter  did  begin  : 
For  all  that  ever  came  within  his  reach. 
He  v/ith  his  iron  flail  did  threfh  To  thin, 
:   That  he  no  work  at  all  left  for  the  Leach  : 
;  Jke  to  an  hideous  ftorm,  which  nothing  may  empeach, 

XXXVI. 
Knd  now  by  this  the  noble  conquerefs 

H^rfelf  came  in,  her  glory  to  partake  ; 
j   Where  though  revengeful  vow  flie  did  profefs, 
•    Yet  when  fi:ie  law  the  heaps  which  he  did  make 
I    Of  (laughtred  carcaHes,  her  heart  did  quake 
1    For  very  ruth,  which  did  it  almoit  rive, 
';    That  fhe  his  fury  willed  him  to  flake : 
For  elfe  he  lure  had  left  not  one  alive, 
lut  all  in  his  revenge  of  fpirit  would  deprive. 

XXXVII. 
Tho  v/hen  flie  had  his  execution  fl:ayd, 
I    She  for  that  iron  prifon  did  inquire, 
'■'    In  which  her  wretched  Love  was  captive  layd  : 
Which  breaking  open  with  indignant  ire, 
She  entred  into  all  the  parts  entire. 
W'^here  when  flie  faw  that  loathly  uncouth  flght. 
Of  men  difguizM  in  womanifh  attire, 
Her  heart  'gan  grudge,  for  very  deep  defpight 
^f  fo  unm.anly  malk,  in  mifery  mifdight. 

XXXVIIL 
:\t  lafl:  whenas  to  her  own  Love  flie  came, 
Whom  like  difguize  no  lefs  deformed  had. 
At  fight  thereof  abaflit  with  fecret  fliame. 
She  turnd  her  head  afide,  as  nothing  glad. 
To  have  beheld  a  fpedlacle  fo  lad : 
An4  then  too  well  believ'd,  that  which  to-fore 
Jealous  fufpecl  as  true  untruly  drad. 
Which  vain  canceir.  now  fiourilTiing  no  more, 
5h^  fought  with  ruth  to  falve  his  fad  misfortunes  fore. 
Vql.  IL  Ct 
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XXXIX. 
Not  fo  great  wonder  and  aftonifhment. 
Did  the  mod  chafle  Penelope  pofleis. 
To  fee  her  Lord,  that  was  reported  drent. 
And  dead  long  fince  in  dolorous  diftreis, 
Come  home  to  her  in  piteous  wretchednefs, 
After  long  travel  of  full  twenty  years,  ; 

That  fhe  knew  not  his  favours  likelinefs,  /. 

For  many  fears,  and  many  hoary  hairs  : 

But  fcood  long  flaring  on  him,  'mongft  uncertain  fearSs 

XL. 

Ah  !   my  dear  Lord,  what  fight  is  this,  quoth  fhe. 
What  May-game  hath  misfortune  made  of  you  ? . 
Where  is  that  dreadful  manly  look  ?  where  be 
Thofe  mighty  palms,  the  which  ye  wont  t'embrue 
In  blood  of  Kings,  and  great  hofls  to  fubdue  ?     .; 
Could  ought  on  earth  fo  wondrous  change  have  wrought 
As  to  have  robb'd  you  of  that  manly  hue  ? 
Could  fo  great  courage  Hooped  have. to  ought?    . 

Then  farewell  fiefhly  force;  I  fee  thy  pride  is  noughtSl^ 

XLI. 

Thenceforth  ihe  flraight  into  a  bowre  him  brought,    i' 
And  caus'd  him  thofe  uncomely  weeds  undight; 
And  in  their  ftead  for  other  raiment  fought. 
Whereof  there  was  great  flore,  and  armours  bright, 
Which  had  been  reft  from  many  a  noble  Knight ; 
Vv'hom  that  proud  Jmazon  {vhdutd  had, 
WhilfS:  Fortune  favour'd  her  fuccefs  in  fight: 
In  which  whenas  ihe  him  anew  had  clad. 

She  v/as  reviv'd,  rand  joy 'd  much  in  his  fcmblance  gladi 

XLIL 

So  there  av/hile  they. afterwards  remain'd. 

Him  to  refrefn,  and  her  late  wounds  to  heal  : 
"During  which" ipace  Ihe  there  as  Princefs  reign'd^ 
And  changing  aU  that  form. of  commcnweal, 
1  he  liberty  of  worjaen  did  repeal,  . 
Vv  hich  they  had  long  ufurpt;..  and  them  refloring 
To  mens  fubjeatiorii ; did  true  Juflice  deal  : 
That  all  the.y,'.as.£iAj-od:defs  her  adoring, 

I  liu-  vvikio!]:!  did  athnire,  and  heatkned  to  her  loring. 


:anto  VIL    THE  FAIRY  Q^UE  E  N.         243 

XLIII. 

''or  ajl  thofe  Knights,  which  long  in  captive  n>ade 
Had  ihrouded  been,  (he  did  from  thraldom  free  j 
And  magiftrates  of  all  that  city  made, 

i  And  gave  to  them  great  living  and  large  fee: 
And  that  they  fhould  for  ever  faithful  be, 
Made  them  fwear  fealty  unto  Arthegal. 
Who  when  himfelf  now  well  recour'd  did  fee, 
He  purpos'd  to  proceed,  what-fo  befall, 

Jpon  his  firft  adventure  which  him  forth  did  calL 
XLIV. 

iiU  fad  and  forrowful  was  Britomart 
For  his  departure,  her  new  caufe  of  grief  j 
Yet  wifely  moderated  her  own  (mart. 
Seeing  his  honour,  which  Hie  tendred  chief, 
Confifted  much  in  that  adventures  prief. 
The  care  whereof,  and  hope  of  his  fuccefs 
Gave  unto  her  great  comfort  and  relief. 
That  womanifh  complaints  fhe  did  reprefs, 

md  tempred  for  the  time  her  prefent  heavinefs. 
XLV. 

^here  ihe  continu'd  for  a  certain  fpace. 
Till  through  his  want  her  woe  did  more  increafe : 
Then  hopeing  that  the  change  of  air  and  place 
Would  change  her  pain,  and  forrow  fomevv'hat  ceafe, 
She  parted  thence,  her  anguiih  to  appeafe. 
Mean  while,  her  noble  Lord  Sir  Arthegall 
Went  on  his  way,  ne  ever  hour  did  ceafe. 
Till  he  redeemed  had  that  Lady  thrall : 
hat  lor  another  canto  will  more  fitly  fall. 
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CANTO     VIII. 

Prince  Arthur,  and  Sir  Arthegal, 

Free  Samient  from  fear  : 
They  flay  the  Souldan^  drive  his  ijuife 

Adicia  to  defpair. 

I. 

'ought  under  heaven  fo  ftrongly  doth  allure 
The  fenfe  of  man,  and  all  his  mind  pollefs. 
As  beauty's  lovely  bait,  that  doth  procure 
Great  warriours  oft  their  rigour  to  reprefs, 
And  mighty  hands  forget  their  manlinefs ; 
Drawn  with  the  powre  of  an  heart-robbing  eye, 
And  wrapt  in  fetters,  of  a  golden  trefs. 
That  can  with  melting  pleafance  mollify 

Their  hardned  hearts,  enur'd  to  blood  and  cruelty. 

II. 

So  whylome  learn'd  that  mighty  Jewifn Twain, 
Each  of  vv^hofe  locks  did,  match  a  man  in  might, 
To  lay  his  [polls  before  his  Lemans  train : 
So  alfo  did  that  great  Oetean  Knight 
For  his  Loves  fake  his  Lions  skin  undi2;ht : 
And  fo  did  warlike  Anthony  neglefl 
The  worlds  whole  rule,   for  Cleopatras  fight. 
Such  wondrous  powre  hath  womens  fair  afpecl. 

To  captive  men,  and  make  them  all  the  world  rcjed. 

III. 

Yet  could  It  not  flern  Arthegal  retain, 
Nor  hold  from  fuit  of  his  avowed  quefi. 
Which  he  had  undertane  to  Glcrianc  •, 
But  left  his  Lov^e  (albe  her  ftrong  requeft) 
Fair  Britomart^  in  languor  and  unrefl-. 
And  rode  himfelf  upon  his  firft  intent: 
Nc  day  nor  night  did  ever  idly  reft ; 
Ne  wight  but  only  Tdus  with  him  went, 

l"he  true  guide  of  hi.^  way  and  vertuous  government. 
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IV. 

)0  travelling,  he  chanc'd  far  off  to  heed 

A  Damzel  flying  on  a  palfrey  faft 
'  Before  two  Knights,  that  after  her  did  fpeed 
j  With  all  their  powre,  and  her  full  fiercely  chac'd, 
j  In  hope  to  have  her  overheat  at  lad : 

Yet  fled  flie  fafl,  and  both  them  far  outwent, 
:  Carried  with  wings  of  fear,  Jike  fowl  aghaflr. 

With  locks  all  loofe,  and  rayment  all,  to  rent ; 
Ind  ever  as  flie  rode,  her  eye  was  backward  bent, 

loon  after  thefe,  he  faw  another  Knight, 
!  That  after  thofe  two  former  rode  apace, 
1  With  fpear  in  reft,  and  prickt  with  all  his  might: 
I  So  ran  they  all  as  they  had  been  at  bafe, 
I  They  being  chafed,  that  did  others  chafe, 
I  At  length  he  faw  the  hindmoft  overtake 
*;  One  ot  thofe  two,  and  force  him  turn  his  face; 
I  However  loth  he  were  his  way  to  flake, 
^et  mote  he  algates  now  abide,  and  anfwer  make. 
'  VI. 

But  th'  other  ftill  purfu'd  the  fearful  Maid ; 
,   Who  ftill  from  him  as  faft  away  did  fly, 
,,   Ne  once  for  ought  her  fpeedy  paflage  ftaid, 
f   Till  that  at  length  ilie  did  before  her  fpy 
Sir  Arthegal,  to  whom  ftie  ftraight  did  hie 
With  gladful  hafte,  in  hope  of  him  to  get 
Succour  againft  her  greedy  enemy  : 
Who  feeing  her  approach,  'gan  forward  (^t 
To  fave  her  from  her  fear,  and  him  from  force  to  let. 

VII. 
But  he  like  hound  full  greedy  of  his  prey. 
Being  impatient  of  impediment, 
Continu'd  ftill  his  courfe,  and  by  the  way 
Thought  with  his  fpear  him  quite  have  overwent. 
So  both  together  ylike  felly  bent. 
Like  fiercely  met.    But  Arthcgal  was  ftronger. 
And  better  skili'd  in  tilt  and  turnament. 
And  bore  him  quite  out  of  his  faddle,  longer  [wronger. 
Than  two  foears  length  \   fo  mifchief  over-matcht  the 

0.3 
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VIII. 

And  in  his  fall  misfortune  him  miftook ; 
For  on  his  head  unhappily  he  pight. 
That  his  own  weight  his  neck  afunder  broke. 
And  left  there  dead.    Mean  while  the  other  Knight 
Defeated  had  the  other  faytour  quight. 
And  all  his  bowels  in  his  body  brail : 
Whom  leaving  there  in  that  defpiteuus  plight. 
He  ran  ftill  on,  thinking  to  follow  faft 

His  other  fellow  Bagan,  which  before  him  paft.  i 

IX. 

Iiiftead  of  whom,  finding  there  ready  prefl: 
Sir  Jrthegcl,  without  difcretion 
He  at  him  ran,  with  ready  fpear  in  reft : 
Who  feeing  him  come  ftill  fo  fiercely  on, 
Againft  him  made  again,     fo  both  anon 
Together  m.et,  and  ftrongly  either  ftrook 
And  broke  their  fpears  •,  yet  neither  has  forgon 
His  horfes  back,  yet  to  and  fro  long  fliook,  [quool 

And  totter'd  like  two  tov^res,  which  through  a  tempe 

X. 

But  when  again  they  had  recover'd  fenfe, 

They  drew  their  fwords,  in  mind  to  make  amends 
For  what  their  fpears  had  fall'd  of  their  pretence. 
Which  when  the  Damzel,  who  thofe  deadly  ends 
Ot  both  her  foes  had  fecn,  and  now  her  friends 
For  her  beginning  a  more  fearful  fray  ; 
She  to  them  runs  in  hafte,  and  her  hair  rends, 
Crying  to  them  their  cruel  hands  to  ftay, 
Unti'.l  they  both  do  hear,  what  flie  to  them  will  fay 

XI. 

They  ftayd  their  hands,  when  (he.  thus  'gan  to  fpeak  i. 
Ah!  gentle  Knights,  what  mean  ye  thus  unwife 
Upon  your  feives  anothers  wrong  to  wreak  ? 
I  am  the  vvrong'd,  whom  ye  did  enterprife 
Both  to  rcdrefs,  and  both  redreft  likewife : 
Witnefs  the  Faynims  both,  whom  ye  may  fee 
There  dead  on  ground.    V/hat  do  ye  then  devife  . 
Of  more  revenge?  if  more,  then  I  am  ftie,     _ 

Which  was  the  root  of  all :  end  your  revenge  .on  n??.;*' 
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XII. 

Whom  when  they  heard  fo  fay,  they  lookt  about. 
To  weet  if  it  were  true  as  flie  had  told ; 
Where  when  they  faw  their  foes  dead  out  of  doubt, 
Eftfoons  they  'gan  their  v/rathful  hands  to  hold, 
And  ventails  rear  each  other  to  behold. 
Tho  whenas  Arthegal  d]d  Ar ibnr  viev/. 
So  fair  a  creature  and  fo  v;ondrous  bold, 
He  much  admired  both  his  heart  and  hue. 

And  touched  with  intire  affeftion,  nigh  him  drew. 

XIII. 

Saying,  Sir  Knight,  of  pardon  I  you  pray. 

That  all  unweeting  have  you  wrong'd  thus  fore 
Suffring  my  hand  againft  my  heart  to  ftray  : 
Which  if  ye  pleafe  forgive,  I  will  therelore 
Yield  for  amends  my  felf  yours  evermore. 
Or  whatfo  penance  Ihall  by  you  be  read. 
To  whom  the  Prince;  Certes,  me  needeth  more 
To  crave  the  fame,  whom  errour  fo  mifled, 

As  that  I  did  miftake  the  living  tor  the  dead. 

XIV. 

But  fith  ye  pleafe,  that  both  our  blames  fliall  dye, 
Amends  may  for  the  trefpafs  foon  be  made. 
Since  neither  is  endamag'd  much  thereby. 
So  'gan  they  both  themielves  full  eath  perfuade 
To  fair  accordance,  and  both  faults  to  fhade, 
Either  embracing  other  lovingly. 
And  fwearing  faith  to  either  on  his  blade. 
Never  thenceforth  to  nourifh  enmity, 

But  either  others  caufe  to  maintain  mutually. 

XV. 

Then  Arthegal,  'gan  of  the  Prince  enquire, 

What  were  thofe  Knights  which  there  on  ground  were 

And  had  received  their  follies  woithy  hire,  [laid, 

And  for  what  caufe  they  chafed  fo  that  maid. 

Certes,  I  wote  not  well,  the  Prince  then  iaidj 

But  by  adventure  found  them  faring  fo, 

As  by  the  v/ay  unv/eetlngly  I  ftrayd  : 

And  lo,  the  Damzel  felt,  whence  all  did  grow. 

Of  whom  we  may  at  will  the  whole  occafiun  know. 

CL4 
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XVI. 

Then  they  that  Damzel  called  to  them  nigh, 
And  asked  her,  what  v/ere  thofe  two  her  fone. 
From  whom  Ihe  earft  fo  faft  away  did  fly  ; 
And  what  was  Ihe  herfeif  fo  woe-begone. 
And  for  what  caufe  purfu'd  of  them  attone. 
To  whom  Ihe  thus;  then  wote  ye  v/elJ,  that  I 
Do  ferve  a  Queen  that  not  far  hence  doth  wonne, 
A  Princefs  of  great  powre  and  majefty, 

Famous  through  ail  the  world,  and  honoured  far  and  nioh. 

XVII.  ^ 

Her  name  Mercilla  mod  men  ufe  to  call ; 
That  is  a  maiden  Queen  of  high  renown. 
For  her  great  bounty  knowen  over  all. 
And  foveraine  grace,  with  which  her  royal  crown 
She  doth  fupport,  and  ftrongly  beateth  down 
The  maHce  of  her  foes  which  her  envy. 
And  at  her  happinefs  do  fret  and  frown  : 
Yet  Die  her  feif  the  more  doth  magnify. 

And  even  to  her  foes  her  mercies  multioly. 

XVIII. 

Mongft  many  which  maligne  her  happy  ftate,  l 

There  is  a  mighty  man,  which  wonnes  hereby, 
That  with  moft  fell  defpight  and  deadly  hate, 
Seeks  to  fubvert  her  crown  and  dignity  ; 
And  all  his  pov/re  doth  thereunto  apply: 
And  her  good  Knights  (of  which  fo  brave  a  band 
Serves  her,  as  any  Princefs  under  fl<:y) 
He  either  fpoils,  if  they  againft  him  Hand, 

Or  to  his  part  allures,  and  bribeth  underhand 

XIX. 

Ne  him  fufficeth  all  the  wrong  and  ill 

Vvhich  he  unto  her  people  does  each  day"; 
But  that  he  feeks  by  traytrous  trains  to  fpill 
Her  perfon,  and  her  facred  felf  to  flay  ; 
ihat  O  ye  heavens  defend,  and  turn  away 
From  her  unto  the  raifcreant  himfeJf, 
That  neither  hath  religion  nor  fay. 
But  makes  his  God  ot  his  ungodly  pelf. 

And  Idols  ferves  j  ,fo  let  his  Idols  ferve  the  Elf, 
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XX. 

To  all  which  cruel  tyranny  they  fay. 
He  is  provokt,  and  ftird  up  day  and  night 
By  his  bad  wife  that  hight  Adicia^ 
Who  counfels  him  (through  confidence  of  mightj 
To  break  all  bonds  of  law,  and  rules  of  right. 
For  Ihe  herfelf  profefleth  mortal  foe 
To  Juftice,  and  againft  her  flill  doth  fight. 
Working  to  all  that  love  her,  deadly  woe. 

And  making  all  her  Knights  and  people  to  do  fo, 

xxr. 

Which  my  liege  Lady  feeing  thought  it  bed. 
With  that  his  wife  in  friendly  wife  to  deal. 
For  Hint  of  ftrife,  and  ftablifhment  of  reft 
Both  to  herfelf,  and  to  her  commonweal. 
And  all  forepaft  difpleafures  to  repeal. 
So  me  in  meflage  unto  her  ihe  fent, 
To  treat  with  her  by  way  of  enterdeal. 
Of  final  peace  and  fair  attonement. 
Which  might  concluded  be  by  mutual  confent. 

XXII. 
All  times  have  wont  fafe  pafiage  to  afford 
To  meffengers  that  come  for  caufes  juft  : 
But  this  proud  Dame  difdaining  all  accord. 
Not  only  into  bitter  terms  forth  bruft. 
Reviling  me,  and  railing  as  fhe  luft ; 
i     But  laftly,  to  make  proof  of  utmoft  fhame, 
I     Me  like  a  Dog  fhe  out  of  doors  did  thrufl, 
!  ^  Mifcalling  me  by  many  a  bitter  name, 
jThat  never  did  her  ill,  ne  once  deferved  blame. 
j  XXIII.  k 

|And  Jaftly  that  no  fhame  might  wanting  be. 
When  I  was  gone,  foon  after  me  fhe  fent 
Thefe  two  falfe  Knights,  whom  there  ye  lying  fee. 
To  be  by  them  diilionoured  and  fhent : 
But  thankt  be  God,  and  your  good  hardiment. 
They  have  the  price  of  their  own  folly  paid. 
So  faid  this  Damzel,  that  hight  Samient -, 
I     And  to  thofe  Knights  for  rheir  fo  noble  aid, 
iHerfsif  moil  graceful  Ihew'd,  and  heaped  thanks  repaid. 
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XXIV. 

But  they,  now  having  throughly  heard  and  feen 
All  thofe  great  wrongs, the  which  that  maid  complain' 
To  have  been  done  againft  her  Lady  Queen, 
;  By  that  proud  Dame,  which  her  fo  much  difdain'd. 
Were  moved  much  thereat,  and  'twixt  them  fain'd, 
With  all  their  force  to  work  avengement  ftrong 
Upon  the  Souldan  felf,  v/hich  it  maintain'd  ; 
And  on  his  Lady,  th'  author  of  that  wrong. 

And  upon  all  thofe  Knights  that  did  to  her  belong. 

XXV. 

But  thinking  beft  by  counterfeit  difguife. 
To  their  defign  to  miake  the  eafier  way, 
They  did  this  complot  'tv/ixt  tbemfelves  devife  ; 
Firft  that  Sir  Arthegal  Ihould  him  array, 
Like  one  of  thole  two  Knights  v/hich  dead  there  lay. 
And  then  that  Damzel,  the  fad  Samient, 
Should  as  his  purchafb  prize  with  him  convey 
Unto  the  Souldans  court,  her  to  prefent 

Unto  his  fcornful  Lady,  that  for  her  had  fent, 

XXVI. 

So  as  they  had  deviz'd,  Sir  Arthegal 

Him  clad  in  th'  armour  of  a  Pagan  Knight ; 
And  taking  with  him,  as  his  vanquifht  thrall. 
That  Damzel,  led  her  to  the  Souldans  right. 
Where  foon  as  his  proud  v/ife  of  her  had  fight 
(Forth  of  her  window  as  fhe  looking  lay) 
She  weened  ftraight  it  was  her  Paynim  Knight; 
W^hich  brought  that  Damzel,  as  his  purchaft  prey  \ 

And  fenr  to  him  a  Page  that  mote  direcfl  his  way. 

XXVII. 

Who  bringing  them  to  their  appointed  place, 
Offred  his  fervice  to  difarm  the  Knight  •, 
But  he  refufing  him  to  let  unlace, 
For  doubt  to  be  difcover'd   by  his  fight, 
Kept  himfelf  ftill  in  his  ftrange  armiour  dight. 
Soon  after  whom,  the  Prince  arrived  there  , 
And  fending  to  the  Souldan  in  defpight 
A  bold  defiance,  did  of  him  requere 

Tiiat  Damzel,  whqm  he  held  as  wrongful  prifoneie- 
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XXVIII. 

Wherewith,  the  Souldan  all  with  fury  fraught, 
;  Swearing,  and  banning  mofb  blafphemouQy, 
Commanded  ftraight  his  armour  to  be  brought; 
And  mounting   ftraight  upon  a  charet  high. 
With  iron  wheels  and  hooks  arm'd  dreadfully. 
And  drawn  of  cruel  fteeds,  which  he  had  fed 
With  flefli  of  men,  whom  through  fell  tyranny 
He  flaughtred  had,  and  ere  they  were  half  dead. 

Their  bodies  to  his  beails  for  provender  did  fpread. 

XXIX. 

So  forth  he  came  all  in  a  coat  of  plate, 

Burnifht  with  bloody  rufb ;  whiles  on  the  green 
The  Briton  Prince  him  ready  did  await, 

,   In  gliftering  arms  right  goodly  well  befeen, 

'  That  fhone  as  bright,  as  doth  the  heaven  llieen  ; 
And  by  his  ftirrup  Talus  did  attend. 
Playing  his  Pages  part,  as  he  had  been 
Before  directed  by  his  Lord  -,  to  th'  end  ' 

He  fhould  his  flail  to  final  execution  bend. 

XXX. 

Thus  go  they  both  together  to  their  gear. 

With  like  fierce  minds,  but  meanings  different: 
For  the  proud  Souldan  with  prefumptuous  chear. 
And  countenance  fublime  and  infolent. 
Sought  only  (laughter  and  avengement: 
But  the  brave  Prince  for  honour  and  for  right, 
Gainft  tortious  powre  and  lawlefs  regiment. 
In  the  behalf  of  wronged  weak  did  fight : 

!More  in  his  caufes  truth  he  trufted  than  in  might. 

XXXI. 

ILike  to  the  Thracian  tyrant,  who  they  fay 
Unto  his  horfes  gave  his  guefls  for  meat. 
Till  he  himfclf  was  made  their  greedy  prey. 
And  torn  in  pieces  by  Alcides  great. 
So  thought  the  Souldan  in  his  follies  threat. 
Either  the  Prince  in  pieces  to  have  torne 
With  his  fharp  wheels  in  his  firil  rages  heat. 
Or  under  his  fierce  horfes  iztx.  have  borne. 

Arid  trannpleddown  i;i  duil  his  thougiits  difdained  fcorn. 
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XXXII. 
But  the  bold  child  that  peril  well  efpying. 
If  he  too  raihly  to  his  charet  dre^, 
Gave  way  unto  his  horfes  fpeedy  flying. 
And  their  refiftlels  rigour  did  efchew. 
Yet  as  he  pafTed  by,  the  Pagan  threw 
A  ihivering  dart  with  fo  impetuous  force. 
That  had  he  not  it  fhun'd  with  heedful  view, 
It  had  himfelf  transfixed,  or  his  horfe. 
Or  made  them  both  one  mafle  withouten  more  remorfe.- 

XXXIIL 
Oft  drew  the  Prince  unto  his  charet  nigh, 
In  hope  fome  ilroke  to  faften  on  him  near ; 
But  he  was  mounted  in  his  feat  fo  high, 
And  his  wing-footed  courfers  him  did  bear 
So  fail  away,  that  ere  his  ready  fpear 
He  could  advance,  he  far  was  gone  and  pad. 
Yet  ftill  he  him  did  follow  every  where. 
And  follow'd  was  of  him  likewife  full  faft; 
So  long  as  in  his  fteeds  the  flaming  breath  did  lafl, 

XXXIV. 
Again  the  Pagan  threw  another  dart. 

Of  which  he  had  with  him  abundant  (lore. 
On  every  fide  of  his  embattled  cart, 
And  of  all  other  weapons  lefs  or  more. 
Which  warlike  ufes  had  deviz'd  of  yore. 
The  wicked  fhaft  guided  through  th' ayrie  wide. 
By  fome  bad  fprite,  that  it  to  mifchief  bore, 
Stayd  not  till  through  his  cuiras  it  did  glide. 
And  made  a  grieOy  wound  in  his  enriven  fide. 

XXXV. 
Much  was  he  grieved  with  that  haplefs  throe, 
That  open'd  had  the  well-fpring  of  his  blood. 
But  much  the  more  that  to  his  hateful  foe 
He  mote  not  come,  to  wreak  his  wrathful  mood. 
That  made  him  rave,  like  to  a  Lion  wood. 
Which  being  wounded  of  thehuntfmans  hand 
Cannot  come  near  him  in  the  covert  wood, 
W^here  he  with  boughs  hath  built  his  fhady  fl:and. 
And  fenc'd  himfeif  about  with  many  a  flaming  brand. 
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XXXVI. 

Still  when  he  fought  t'  approach  unto  him  nigh, 
His  charet  wheels  about  him  whirled  round, 
And  made  him  back  again  as  fall  to  flv  j 
And  eke  his  fteeds,  like  to  an  hungry  hound. 
That  hunting  after  game  hath  carrion  found, 
So  crueJly  did  him  purfue  and  chace. 
That  his  good  iteed,  all  were  he  much  renown'd 
For  noble  courage,   and  for  hardy  race, 

Durft  not  endure  their  fight,  but  fled  from  place  to  place, 
XXXVII. 

Thus  long  they  trac'd,   and  traverft  to  and  fro. 
Seeking  by  every  way  to  make  fome  breach  : 
Yet  could  the  Prince  not  nigh  unto  him  go. 
That  one  fure  ftroke  he  might  unto  him  reach, 
Whereby  his  ftrengths  affay  he  might  him  teach. 
At  lafl:  from  his  vidorious  fliield  he  drew 
The  veil,  which  did  his  powreful  light  empcach ; 
And  coming  full  before  his  horfes  view, 

As  they  upon  him  preft,  it  plain  to  them  did  fhew. 
XXXVIIL 

Like  lightning  flafh,  that  hath  the  gazer  burn'd. 
So  did  the  fight  thereof  their  fenfe  difmay. 
That  back  again  upon  themfelves  they  turn'd, 
And  with  their  rider  ran  perforce  away  : 
Ne  could  the  Souldan  them  from  flying  (lay. 
With  reins,  or  wonted  rule,  as  well  he  knew. 
Nought  feared  they,  what  he  could  do  or  fay. 
But  th'  only  fear  that  was  before  their  view ; 

From  which  like  mazed  Deer,  difmayfully  they  flew. 

XXXIX. 

Faft  did  they  fly,  as  them  their  feet  could  bear. 
High  over  hills,  and  lowly  over  dales. 
As  they  were  follow'd  of  their  former  fear. 
In  vain  the  Pagan  banns,  and  fwears,  and  rails. 
And  back  with  both  his  hands  unto  him  hails 
The  refty  reins,  regarded  nov/  no  more : 
He  to  them  calls  and  fpeaks,  yet  nought  avails ; 
They  hear  him  not,  they  have  forgot  his  lore. 

But  g9.  which  way  thsy  lift,  their  guids  they  have  forlore» 
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XL. 

As  when  the  firy  mouthed  ileeds,  which  drew 
The  Suns  bright  wain  to  Phaetons  decay, 
Soon  as  they  did  the  monftrous  Scorpion  view. 
With  ugly  craples  crawHng  in  their  way. 
The  dreadful  fight  did  them  fo  fore  affray, 
That  their  well  knowen  courfes  they  forwent ; 
And  leading  th'  ever  burning  lamp  aftray, 
This  lower  world  nigh  all  to  aihes  brent. 

And  left  their  fcorched  path  yet  in  the  firmament, 

XLI. 

Such  was  the  fury  of  thefe  headflrong  fteeds. 
Soon  as  the  Infants  funlike  fhield  they  law. 
That  ail  obedience  both  to  words  and  deeds 
They  quite  forgot  and  fcorn'd  all  former  law  y 
Through  woods  and  rocks,and  mountains  they  did  draw 
The  iron  charet,  and  the  wheels  did  tear. 
And  toil  the  Paynjm,  without  fear  or  awe  ; 
From  fide  to  fide  they  toil  him  here  and  there, 

Crying  ta  them  in  vain,  that  n'ould  his  crying  hear. 

XLII. 

Yet  flill  the  Prince  purfu'd  him  clofe  behind, 
Oft  making  offer  him  to  fmite,  but  found 
No  eafie  means  according  to  his  mind. 
At  lafl  they  have  all  overthrown  to  ground 
Quite  topfide  turvey,  and  the  Pagan  hound 
Amongft  the  iron  hooks  and  grapples  keen. 
Torn  all  to  rags,  and  rent  with  many  a  wound  : 
That  no  whole  piece  of  him  was  to  be  feen, 

But  fcattred  all  about,  and  flrovv'd  upon  the  green. 

XLIIL 

Like  as  the  curfed  Son  of  Thefeus, 

That  following  his  chace  in  dewy  morn. 

To  fly  his  Hepdames  love  outrageous. 

Of  his  own  fteeds  v/as  all  to  pieces  torn, 

And  his  fair  limbs  left  in  the  woods  forlorn  j 

That  for  his  fake  Diana  did  lament. 

And  ail  the  woody  Nymphs  did  wail  and  mourn : 

So  was  this  Souldan  rapt  and  all  to  rent, 

That  of  his  foape  appear'd  no  httie  monument. 
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XLIV. 

Only  his  fhield  and  armour,  which  there  lay. 

Though  nothing  whole,  but  all  too  bruis'd  and  broken. 
He  up  did  take,  and  with  him  brought  away, 
That  mote  remain  for  an  eternal  token. 
To  all  'mongft  whom  this  ftory  fhould  be  fpoken, 
How  worthily,  by  heavens  high  decree, 
Juftice  that  day  of  wrong  her  felf  had  wroken  -, 
That  all  men  which  that  fpectacle  did  fee, 
By  liive  enfample  mote  for  ever  warned  be. 

XLV. 
So  on  a  tree  before  the  tyrants  dore, 
\     He  caufed  them  be  hung  in  all  mens  fight ; 
To  be  a  monument  for  evermore. 
Which  when  his  Lady  from  the  caftles  height 
Beheld,  it  much  appall'd  her  troubled  fprighc  : 
Yet  not  as  women  wont  in  doleful  fit, 
She  was  difmayd,  or  fainted  through  affright. 
But  gathered  unto  her  her  troubled  wit, 
jAnd  'gan  efcfoons  devife  to  be  aveng'd  for  it, 
!  XLVI. 

Straight  down  fhe  ran  like  an  enraged  Cow, 
j     That  is  berobbed  of  her  youngling  dear, 
j     With  knife  in  hand,  and  fatally  did  vow, 
i     To  wreak  her  on  that  maiden  meffengere. 
Whom  fhe  had  caus'd  be  kept  as  prifonere 
By  Arthegal^  mifween'd  for  her  own  Knight, 
I     That  brought  her. back  :   And  coming  prefent  there,, 

She  at  her  ran  with  all  her  force  and  mighty 
All  flaming  with  revenge  and  furious  defoighto 

XL VII.  ^ 
Like  raging  Ino,  v/hen  with  knife  in  hand 
She  threw  her  hufband's  murdred  infant  out  j 
Or  fell  Medeay  when  on  Colchick  ilrand 
Her  brothers  bones  Ihe  fcattred  all  about ; 
Or  as  that  madding  mother,  'mongit  the  rou£ 
Of  Bacchus  Priefts  her  own  dear  Helli  did  tear. 
Yet  neither  Ino^  nor  Msdsa  ftout, 
K'or  all  t!"ie  Mwnades  fo  furious  were, 
'^Is  this  bolaw.oma.'i,  v/hen  Ih^  fa w  that  D^mzel  there. 
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XLVIII. 

But  Jrthegal  being  thereof  aware. 

Did  {lay  her  cruel  hand,  ere  fhe  her  raught,     ■ 
And  as  fhe  did  her  felf  to  ftrike  prepare. 
Out  of  her  fift  the  wicked  weapon  caught  : 
With  that,  like  one  enfelon'd  or  diftraught, 
She  forth  did  roam,  whither  her  rage  her  bore. 
With  frantick  paiTion,  and  with  fury  fraught ; 
And  breaking  forth  out  at  a  poftern  dore. 

Unto  the  wild  wood  ran,  her  dolours  to  deplore. 

XLIX. 

As  a  mad  Bitch,  whenas  the  frantick  fit 

Her  burnins;  tongue  with  rage  inflamed  hath. 
Doth  run  at  random,  and  with  furious  bit 
Snatching  at  every  thing,  doth  wreak  her  wrath 
On  man  and  beaft  that  cometh  in  her  path. 
There  they  do  fay,  that  fhe  transformed  was 
Into  a  Tiger,  and  that  Tigers  fcath 
In  cruelty  and  courage  fhe  did  pafs, 

To  prove  her  firname  true,  that  fhe  impofed  has, 

L. 

Then  Arthegal  himfelf  difcovering  plain. 
Did  iffue  fordi  'gainft  all  that  warlike  rout 
Of  Knights  and  armed  men,  which  did  maintain 
That  Ladies  part,  and  to  the  Souldan  lout : 
All  which  he  did  alTault  with  courage  flout. 
All  were  they  nigh  an  hundred  Knights  of  nam^. 
And  like  wild  Goats  them  chaced  all  about. 
Flying  from  place  to  place  with  coward  fhame. 

So  that  with  final  force  them  all  he  overcame. 

LI. 

Then  caufed  he  the  gates  be  open*d  wide ; 
And  there  the  Prince  as  vidor  of  that  day, 
AVith  triumph  entertain'd  and  glorifide, 
Frefenting  him  with  all  the  rich  array, 
And  royal  pomp,  which  there  long  hidden  {-s^v^ 
Purchafl  through  lawlefs  powre  and  tortious  wrong 
Of  that  proud  Souldan,  whom  he  earft  did  Hay. 
So  both  for  reft  there  having  ilaid  not  Iong> 

Marcht  with  that  Maid  \  Sc  matter  for  another  fo.'ig. 


CantoIX.    THE  FAIRY  QJJEEN,  237 


CANTO     IX. 

Arthur  and  Arthegal  catch  Guik^ 

Whom  Talus  doth  difmay : 
They  to  Mercillas  palace  come. 

And  fee  her  rich  array  ^ 

I. 

hat  Tiger,  or  what  other  falvage  wight 
Is  fo  exceeding  furious  and  fell. 
As  Wrong,  when  it  hath  arm'd  it  felf  with  might? 
Not  fit  'monft  men,  that  do  with  reafon  mell, 
\  .  But  'mongft  wild  beafts  and  falvage  woods  to  dwell  % 
\     Where  ftill  the  ftronger  doth  the  weak  devour, 
j      And  they  that  mod  in  boldnefs  do  exceil, 

Are  dreaded  mod,  and  feared  for  their  powre  \ 
i  Fit  for  Adicia  there  to  build  her  wicked  bowre. 

I  There  let  her  wonne  far  from  refort  of  men, 
\      Where  righteous  Arthegal  her  late  exil'd  ; 
\      There  let  her  ever  keep  her  damned  den, 
I      Where  none  may  be  with  her  lewd  parts  defii'd, 
I      Nor  none  but  beafts  may  be  of  her  defpoii'd : 
;[      And  turn  we  to  the  noble  Prince  where  late 
We  did  him  leave,  after  that  he  had  foil'd 
The  cruel  Souldan,  and  with  dreadful  fate 
Had  utterly  fubverced  his  unrighteous  ilate. 

III. 
^  Where  having  with  Sir  Arthegal  a  fpace 

Well  folac'd  in  that  Souldans  late  delight. 
They  both  refolving  now  to  leave  the  place. 
Both  it  and  all  the  wealth  therein  behight 
Unto  that  Damzei  in  her  Ladies  right, 
And  fo  would  have  departed  on  their  way. 
But  flie  them  woo'd  by  all  the  means  Ihe  might. 
And  earneftly  beiought  to  wend  that  day 
With  her  to  fee  her  Lady  thence  not  far  away. 
Vol;  if  R 
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IV. 

By  whofe  entreaty  both  they  overcomen. 
Agree  to  go  with  her,  and  by  the  way, 
(As  often  falls)  of  fundry  things  did  commen. 
'Mongft  which  that  Damzell  did  to  them  bewray 
A  llrange  adventure,  which  not  far  thence  lay  ; 
To  weet,  a  v^icked  villain  bold  and  ftout. 
Which  wonned  in  a  rock  not  far  away. 
That  robbed  all  the  country  thereabout. 

And  brought  the  pillage  home,  whence  none  could  get  it 

V.  [out, 

Thereto  both  his  own  wily  wit,  fhe  faid, 
And  eke  the  faftnefs  of  his  dwelling  place. 
Both  unaffailable,  gave  him  great  aid  : 
For  he  fo  crafty  was  to  forge  and  face. 
So  light  of  hand,  and  nimble  of  his  pace. 
So  fmooth  of  tongue,  and  fubtle  in  his  tale. 
That  could  deceive  one  looking  in  his  face ; 
Therefore  by  name  MaJengin  they  him  call, 

Well  knowen  by  his  feats,  and  famous  over  all. 

VI. 

Through  thefe  his  flights  he  many  doth  confound  ; 
And  eke  the  rock  in  which  he  wonts  to  dwell. 
Is  wondrous  flrong,  and  hew'n  far  under  ground 
A  dreadful  depth,  how  deep  no  man  can  tell  5 
But  fome  do  fay,  it  goeth  down  to  Hell. 
And  all  wichin  it  full  of  windings  is. 
And  hidden  ways,  that  fcarce  an  hound  by  fmeli 
Can  follow  out  thofe  falfe  footlieps  of  his, 

Ne  none  can  back  return  that  once  are  gone  amifs. 

VII. 

Which  when  thofe  Knights  had  heard,  their  hearts  'gan 
To  underiland  that  villains  dwelling  place,       [yearn. 
And  greatly  it  defir'd  of  her  to  learn. 
And  by  which  way  they  towards  it  Ihould  trace. 
Were  not,  faid  ilie,  that  it  fhould  let  your  pace 
Towards  my  Ladies  prefence  by  you  meant, 
I  would  you  guide  diredlly  to  the  place. 
'Then  let  not  that  faid  they  ftay  your  intent. 

For  neither  will  one  foot,  till  we  that  Carle  have  hentr 
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VIII. 

So  forth  they  paft,  till  they  approached  nigh 
Unto  the  rock  where  was  the  villains  wonne. 
Which  when  the  Darnzel  near  at  hand  did  fpy. 
She  warn'd  the  Knights  thereof:  who  thereupon 
*Gan  to  advize  what  bed  were  to  be  done. 
So  both  agreed  to  fend  that  Maid  atore. 
Where  Ihe  might  fit  nigh  to  the  dca  alone. 
Wailing,  and  raifing  pitiful  uprore, 

?As  if  fhe  did  fome  great  calamity  deplore. 

IWith  noife  whereof  whenas  the  caitive  Carle 
Should  iflue  forth  in  hope  to  find  fome  fpoil. 
They  in  await  would  clofely  him  enfnarle, 
Ere  to  his  den  he  backward  could  recoil, 
And  fo  would  hope  him  eafily  to  foil. 
The  Darnzel  ftraight  went  as  fhe  was  diredled. 
Unto  the  rock  ;  and  there  upon  the  foil 
Having  her  felf  in  wretched  wife  abjefted, 

'Gan  weep  and  wail,  as  if  great  grief  had  her  affected. 

X. 

The  cry  whereof  entring  the  hollow  cave, 

Eftfoons  brought  forth  the  villain,  as  they  meant. 

With  hope  of  her  fome  wilhful  boot  to  have. 

Full  dreadful  wight  he  was,  as  ever  went 

Upon  the  earth,  with  hollow  eyes  deep  pent. 

And  long  curld  locks,  that  down  his  flioulders  fhagg'd. 

And  on  his  back  an  uncouth  veftiment. 

Made  of  ftrange  fluff,  but  all  too  worn  and  ragged  ; 

And  underneath,  his  breech  was  all  too  torn  and  jagged. 

XI. 

And  in  his  hand  an  huge  long  ftaff  he  held, 
Whofe  top  was  arm'd  with  many  an  iron  hook. 
Fit  to  catch  hold  of  all  that  he  could  weld. 
Or  in  the  compafs  of  his  douches  took  •, 
And  ever  round  about  he  caft  his  look. 
Als  at  his  back  a  great  wide  net  he  bore, 
With  which  he  feldom  fifhed  at  the  brook. 
But  us'd  to  fiih  for  fools  on  the  dry  ihpre. 

Of  which  he  in  fair  weather  wont  to  take  great  ftcre, 
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XII.  i 

Him  when  the  Damzel  faw  taft  by  her  fide. 
So  ugly  creature,  fhe  was  nigh  difmay'd; 
And  now  for  help  aloud  in  earnefl  cride. 
But  when  the  villain  faw  her  fo  afFraid. 
He  'gan  with  guileful  words  her  to  perfuade 
To  banilh  fear  :   and  with  Sardonian  fmile 
Laughing  on  her,  his  falfe  intent  to  fhade, 
'Gan  forth  to  lay  his  bait  her  to  beguile, 

That  from  herfelf  unwares  he  might  her  fteal  the  while. 

XIII. 

Like  as  the  Fowler  on  his  guileful  pipe. 

Charms  to  the  birds  full  many  a  pleafant  lay. 
That  they  the  whiles  may  take  lefs  heedy  keep. 
How  he  his  nets  doth  for  their  ruin  lay  : 
So  did  the  villain  to  her  prate  and  play. 
And  many  pleafant  tricks  before  her  fhow. 
To  turn  her  eyes  from  his  intent  away  : 
For  he  in  fleights  and  jugling  feats  did  flow. 

And  of  legier-demain  the  myfteries  did  know. 

XIV. 

To  which  v/hilfl:  fhe  lent  her  intentive  mind, 
He  fuddenly  his  net  upon  her  threw, 
That  overfpread  her  like  a  puff  of  wind  ; 
And  fnatching  her  foon  up  ere  well  flie  kneWj, 
Ran  with  her  fafl  away  unto  his  mew, 
Crying  for  help  aloud.     But  whenas  nigh 
He  came  unto  his  cave,  and  there  did  view 
The  armed  Knights  flopping  his  paffage  by. 

He  threw  his  burden  down  and  fafl  away  did  fly. 

XV. 

But  Arthegal  hira  after  did  purfue. 

The  whiles  the  Prince  there  kept  the  entrance  ftill  ; 
Up  to  the  rock  he  ran,  and  thereon  flew 
Like  a  wild  Goat,   leaping  from  hill  to  hill, 
And  dancing  on  the  craggy  clifi^s  at  will ; 
That  deadly  danger  leem'd  in  all  mens  fight. 
To  temj)t  fuch  ffcps,  v/here  footing  was  {o  ill  : 
Ne  ought  availed  for  the  armed  Knight, 

To  ihink  to  follow  him  that  was  fo  fwift  and  light. 
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XVI. 

Which  when  he  faw,  his  iron  man  he  fent 

To  follow  him  :  for  he  was  fwifc  in  chace. 
I    He  him  purfu'd  wherever  that  he  went, 
I    Both  over  rocks,  and  hills,  and  every  place  : 
i    Wherefo  he  fled,  he  follow'd  him  apace: 
So  that  he  fhortly  forc'd  him  to  forfake 
The  height,  and  down  defcend  unto  the  bafe. 
There  he  him  courft  afrefh,  and  foon  did  make 
i[ro  leave  his  proper  form,  and  other  (hape  to  take. 
]  XVII. 

ilnto  a  Fox  himfelf  he  firfl  did  tourn  ; 
:|i    But  he  him  hunted  like  a  Fox  full  faft  : 
\\    Then  to  a  bufh  himfelf  he  did  transform  ; 
i    But  he  the  bufh  did  beat,  till  that  at  laif 
I    Into  a  Bird  it  chang'd,  and  from  him  pad, 
:|    Flying  from  tree  to  tree,  from  wand  to  wand  : 
;|    But  he  then  ilones  at  it  fo  long  did  caft, 
i'l    That  like  a  ftone  it  fell  upon  the  land, 
i3ut  he  then  took  it  up,  and  held  faft:  in  his  hand. 
i;  XVIII. 

jSo  he  it  brought  with  him  unto  the  Knights, 
y    And  to  his  Lord  Sir  Arthegal  it  lent, 
?j    Warning  him  hold  it  fail,  tor  fear  of  fleights. 
I    Who  whilft  in  hand  it  griping  hard  he  hent, 

I  Into  an  Hedgehog  all  unwares  it  went, 

t|:    And  prickt  him  fo,  that  he  away  it  threw. 

II  Then  'gan  it  run  away  incontinent, 
'    Being  returned  to  his  former  hue  : 

But  Talus  foon  him  over-took,  and  backv/ard  drew. 

XIX. 

But  whenas  he  would  to  a  Snake  again 
Have  turn'd  himfelf,  he  with  his  iron  flail 
'Gan  drive  at  him,  with  fo  huge  might  and  main. 
That  all  his  bones,  as  fmall  as  fandy  graii 
He  broke,  and  did  his  bowels  difentrail  ; 
Crying  in  vain  tor  help,   when  help  was  paft. 
So  did  deceipc  the  felf  deceiver  fail  : 
There  they  hun  left  a  carrion  outcaft. 

For  beafts  and  fowls  to  feed  upon  for  their  repad. 
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XX.  I 

Thenceforth  they  pafTed  with  that  gentle  Maid,  •  i 

To  fee  her  Lady,  as  they  did  agree. 
To  which  when  fhe  approached,  thus  fhc  faid  i 
Lo  nowa  right  noble  Knights,  arriv'd  ye  be 
Nigh  to  the  place  which  ye  defir'd  to  fee  : 
There  fhall  ye  fee  my  fov'raine  Lady  Queen, 
Mod  facred  wight,  mod  debonair  and  free. 
That  ever  yet  upon  this  earth  was  feen, 

Or  that  with  diadem  hath  ever  crowned  been. 

XXI. 

The  gentle  Knight  rejoiced  much  to  hear 
The  praifes  of  that  Prince  fo  manifold  -, 
And  pafling  little  further,  comen  were 
Where  they  a  flately  palace  did  behold, 
Of  pompous  (how,  much  more  than  fhe  had  told; 
With  many  towres,  and  tarras  mounted  high 
And  all  their  tops  bright  gliftering  with  gold. 
That  feemed  to  outfhine  the  dimmed  sky, 

And  with  thir  brightnefs  daz'd  the  ftrange  beholders  eye, 

XXII. 

There  they  alighting,  by  that  Damzel  were 
Direfted  in,  and  fhewed  all  the  fight : 
V/hofe  porch  that  moft  magnifick  did  appear. 
Stood  open  wide  to  all  men  day  and  night ; 
Yet  warded  well  by  one  of  mickle  might. 
That  fate  thereby,  with  Giant-like  refemblance. 
To  keep  out  guile,  and  malice,  and  defpight, 
That  under  fhew  oft-times  of  feigned  femblance. 

Are  wont  in  Princes  courts  to  work  great  fcath  and  hin- 

XXIII.  [drance. 

His  name  was  Awe ;  by  whom  they  pafiing  in 
Went  up  the  hall,  that  was  a  large  wide  room, 
All  full  of  people  making  troublous  din. 
And  wondrous  noife,  as  if  that  there  were  fome. 
Which  unto  them  v/ere  dealing  righteous  doom. 
By  v/hom  they  paffing  through  the  thickeft  preace, 
The  JVIarflial  of  the  hall  to  them  did  come-. 
His  name  hight  Order,  who  commanding  peace. 

Them  guided  through  the  throng,  that  did  their  clamours 

[ceafe. 
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XXIV. 

They  ceaft  their' clamours  upon  them  to  gaze; 
Whom  feeing  all  in  armour  bright  as  day. 
Strange  there  to  fee,  ic  did  them  much  amaze, 
And  with  unwonted  terrour  half  affray. 
For  never  faw  they  there  the  like  array. 
Ne  ever  was  the  name  of  war  there  fpokenj 
But  joyous  peace  and  quietnefs  alway, 
Dealingjufl  judgements,  that  mote  not  be  broken 

For  any  bribes,  or  threats  of  any  to  be  wroken. 

XXV. 

Thereas  they  entred  at  the  fcriene,  they  faw 
Some  one  whofe  tongue  was  for  his  trefpafs  vile 
Naild  to  a  poll  adjudged  fo  by  law  : 
For  that  therewith  he  falfely  did  revile. 
And  foul  blafpheme  that  Queen  for  forged  guile. 
Both  with  bold  fpeeches,  v/hich  he  blazed  had. 
And  with  lewd  poems,  which  he  did  compile  j 
For  the  bold  title  of  a  Poet  bad 

He  on  himfelf  had  ta'en,  and  railing  rhimes  had  fprad. 

XXVL 

Thus  there  he  flood,  whilft  high  over  his  head, 
There  written  was  the  purport  of  his  fin, 
In  cyphers  ftrange,  that  few  could  rightly  read, 
BON  F  O  N  S  :   but  Bon  that  once  had  written  bin,, 
Was  raced  out,  and  Mai  v/as  now  put  in. 
So  nov/  Malfons  was  plainly  to  be  read  •, 
Either  for  th'evil,  which  he  did  therein. 
Or  that  he  liken'd  was  to  a  well-head 

Of  evil  words,  and  wicked  flanders  by  him  fhed. 

XXVII. 

They  pafTmg  by,  were  guided  by  degree 
Unto  the  prefence  of  that  gracious  Queen  : 
Who  fate  on  high,  that  fhe  might  all  men  fee. 
And  might  of  all  men  royally  be  feen, 
Upon  a  throne  of  gold  full  bright  and  fheen 
Adorned  all  with  gems  of  endlefs  price, 
As  either  might  for  wealth  have  gotten  been, 
Or  could  be  tram'd  by  workmans  rare  device  -,  . 

And  all  emboft  with  Lions,  and  wifth  fiowr-deiice. 
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XXVIIJ. 

All  over  her  a  cloth  of  ftate  was  fpread. 
Not  of  rich  tiflew,  nor  of  cloth  of  gold. 
Nor  of  ought  elfe,  that  may  be  richeft  read, 
But  like  a  cloud,  as  likeft  may  be  told. 
That  her  broad  fpreading  wings  did  wide  unfold ; 
Whofe  Ikirts  were  bordred  with  bright  funny  beams, 
Gliftring  like  gold  amongft  the  pleights  enrold, 
And  here  and  there  fhooting  forth  filver  fbreams, 

Mongft  which  crept  little  Angels  through  the  glittering 
XXIX.  [gleams. 

Seemed  thofe  little  Angels  did  uphold 

The  cloth  of  ftate,  and  on  their  purpled  wings 
Did  bear  the  pendants,  through  their  nimblefs  bold. 
Befides  a  thoufand  more  of  fuch  as  fings 
Hymns  to  high  God,  and  carol  heavenly  things, 
Encompafled  the  throne,  on  which  (he  fate ; 
She  Angel-like,  the  heir  of  ancient  Kings 
And  mighty  conquerors,  in  royal  ftate, 

Whilft  Kings  and  Kefars  at  her  feet  did  them  proftrate. 

XXX, 

Thus  fhe  did  fit  in  foveraine  majefty. 
Holding  a  fcepter  in  her  royal  hand. 
The  facied  pledge  of  peace  and  clemency. 
With  which  high  God  had  bleft  her  happy  land, 
Maugre  fo  many  foes,  which  did  withftand. 
But  at  her  feet  her  fword  was  likewife  laid, 
Whofe  long  reft,  rufted  the  bright  fteely  brand  ; 
Yet  when  as  foes  enforc'd,  or  friends  fought  aid. 

She  could  it  fternly  draw,  that  all  the  world  difmay'd. 

XXXI. 

And  round  about,  before  her  feet  there  fate 
A  beavy  of  fair  Virgins  clad  in  white. 
That  goodly  feem'd  t'adorn  her  royal  ftate, 
All  lovely  Daughters  of  high  Jove^  that  hight 
Uta^  by  him  begot  in  loves  delight. 
Upon  ihc  righteous  'Themis :  thofe  they  fay. 
Upon  Joves  Judgement-feat  wait  day  and  night,  . 
And  when  in  wrath  he  threats  the  worlds  decay. 

They  do  his  anger  calm,  and  cruel  vengeance  ftay. 
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XXXII. 

They  alfo  do  by  his  divine  permilTion, 

Upon  the  thrones  of  mortal  Princes  tend, 
And  often  treat  for  pardon  and  remilTion 
To  fuppliants,  tlirongh  failty  which  offend, 
Thofe  did  upon  Mercillas  throne  attend: 
Juft  Dice^  wife  Eunomie^  mild  Eirene; 
And  them  amongfr,  her  glory  to  commend. 
Sate  goodly  Temperaince  in  garments  clean, 

And  facred  Reverence^  yborn  of  heavenly  ftrene. 
XXXIII. 

Thus  did  fhe  fit  in  royal  rich  ellate, 
Admir'd  of  many,  honoured  of  all ; 
Whilfl  underneath  her  feet  there  as  Ihe  fate. 
An  huge  great  Lion  lay,  that  mote  appall 
An  hardy  courage,  like  captived  thrall, 
With  a  flrong  iron  chain  and  collar  bound. 
That  once  he  could  not  move,  nor  quich  at  all; 
Yet  did  he  murmur  with  rebellious  found. 

And  foftly  royne,  when  falvage  choler  'gan  redound. 

XXXIV. 

So  fitting  high  in  dreaded  foverainty, 

Thofe  two  ftrange  Knights  were  to  her  prefence  brought; 

Who  bowing  low  before  her  Majefty, 

Did  to  her  mild  obeyfance,    as  they  ought. 

And  meekeft  boon,  that  they  imagine  mought. 

To  whom  fhe  eke  inclining  her  withall, 

As  a  fair  ftoop  of  her  high-foaring  thought, 

A  chearful  countenance  on  them  let  fall. 

Yet  tempred  with  fome  Majefty  imperiall. 

XXXV. 

As  the  bright  Sun,  what  time  his  fiery  team 
Towards  the  v/ellern  brim  begins  to  draw, 
'Gins  to  abate  the  brightnefs  of  his  beam. 
And  fervour  of  his  flames  fomewhat  adaw  : 
So.  did  this  mighty  Lady,  when  fiie  faw 
'I'hofe  two  flrange  Knights  fuch  homage  to  her  make. 
Bate  fomewhat  of  that  Majefty  and  asve. 
That  v/hylome  wont  to  do  fo  many  quake, 

And  with  more  mild  a! peel  thofe  two  to  entertake. 
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XXXVL 
New  at  that  inft^nt  as  occafion  fell, 

When  thofe  two  ftranger  Knights  arriv'd  in  place. 
She  was  about  affairs  of  common- weal. 
Dealing  of  Jullice  with  indifferent  grace. 
And  hearing  pleas  of  people  mean  and  bafe. 
Mongft  which  as  then,  there  was  for  to  be  heard 
The  trial  of  a  great  and  weighty  cafe. 
Which  on  both  fides  was  then  debating  hard  : 
But  at  the  fight  of  thefe,  thofe  were  awhile  debard.  '  . 

XXXVII. 
But  after  all  her  Princely  entertain, 

To  th'  hearing  of  that  former  caufe  in  hand,    . 
Her  felf  Eftfoons  fhe  'gan  convert  again  ; 
Which  that  thofe  Knights  likewife  mote  underfland. 
And  witnefs  forth  aright  in  foreign  land. 
Taking  them  up  unto  her  (lately  throne. 
Where  they  mote  hear  the  matter  throughly  fcand 
On  either  part,  Ihe  placed  th'  one  on  th'  one. 
The  other  on  the  other  fide,  and  near  them  none. 

XXXVIII. 
Then  was  there  brought  as  prifoner  to  the  bar, 
A  Lady  of  great  countenance  and  place. 
But  that  fhe  it  with  foul  abufe  did  mar ; 
Yet  did  appear  rare  beauty  in  her  face,  ^ 

But  blotted  with  condition  vile  and  bafe. 
That  all  her  other  honour  did  obfcure. 
And  titles  of  nobility  deface  : 
Yet  in  that  wretched  femblant,  Ihe  did  fure 
The  peoples  great  compaflion  unto  her  allure. 

XXXIX. 
Then  up  arofe  a  perfon  of  deep  reach. 
And  rare  in  fight,  hard  matters  to  reveal ; 
That  well  could  charm  his  tongue,  and  time  his  fpeech 
To  all  aflays  -,  his  name  was  called  7.eal: 
He  'gan  that  Lady  ffrongly  to  appeal 
Of  many  heinous  crimes,  by  her  enur'd  ; 
And  with  iharp  reafons  rang  her  fuch  a  peal. 
That  thofe,  whom  Ihe  to  pity  had  allur'd. 
He  now  t'  abhor  and  loath  her  perfon  had  procur'd. 
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XL. 

Firft  'gan  he  tell  how  this  that  feem'd  fo  gair 
And  royally  arrayd,  Duejfa  hight. 
That  falfe  Duejfa^  which  had  wrought  great  care. 
And  mickle  mifchief  unto  many  a  Knight, 
By  her  beguiled,  and  confounded  quight : 
But  not  for  thofe  fhe  now  in  queftion  came. 
Though  alfo  thofe  mote  queftion'd  be  aright. 
But  for  vile  treafons,  and  outrageous  fhame, 
i  Which  fhe  againft  the  dred  Mercilla  oft  did  frame. 
j  XLL 

I  For  flie  whylome  (as  ye  mote  yet  right  well 
Remember)  had  her  counfels  falfe  confpir'd. 
With  faith lefs  Blandamour  and  Paridell 
(Both  two  her  Paramours,  both  by  her  hir'd. 
And  both  with  hope  of  fhadows  vain  infpir'd) 
And  with  them  praftiz'd  how  for  to  deprive 
Mercilla  of  her  crown,  by  her  afpir'd. 
That  fhe  might  it  unto  her  felf  derive. 
And  triumph  in  their  blood,  whom  flie  to  death  did  driveJ 
^  XLII. 

But  through  high  heavens  grace  (which  favours  not 
The  wicked  drifts  of  trayterous  defigns, 
'Gainft  loyal  Princes)  all  this  curfed  plot. 
Ere  proof  it  took,  difcover'd  was  betimes. 
And  th'  aftors  won  the  meed  meet  for  their  crimes. 
Such  be  the  meed  of  all,  that  by  fach  mean 
Unto  the  type  of  kingdoms  title  climbs. 
But  falfe  BueJlfay  now  untitled  Q^ieen, 
J  Was  brought  to  her  fad  doom,  as  here  was  to  be  feen, 
I  ^  XLIII.     ■ 

I  Strongly  did  Zeal  her  heinous  fa6l  enforce. 
And  many  other  crimes  of  foul  defame 
Againft  her  brought,  to  banifh  all  remorfe. 
And  aggravate  the  horrour  of  her  blame. 
I      And  with  him  to  m.ake  part  againft  her  came 
I      Many  grave  perfons,  that  againft  her  plead ; 

Firft  was  a  fage  old  Sire,   that  had  to  name 
■       The  Kingdoms  care,  with  a  v\/hite  filver  head, 
\  That  many  high  regards  and  reafons  'gainft  her  read. 
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XLIV. 

Then  'gan  Authority  her  to  oppofe 

With  peremptory  powre,  that  made  all  mute  ; 
And  then  the  Law  of  Nations  'gainft  her  rofe. 
And  reafons  brought,  that  no  man  could  refute  j 
Next,  'gan  Religion  'gainft  her  to  impute 
High  Gods  beheaft,  and  powre  of  holy  laws ; 
Then  'gan  the  peoples  cry,  and  Commons  fute. 
Importune  care  of  their  own  publick  caufe  ; 

And  laftly,  Jufiice  charged  her  with  breach  ol  laws. 

XLV. 

But  then  for  her  on  the  contrary  part, 
Rofe  many  advocates  for  her  to  plead  : 
Firfl  there  came  Pity  \vith  full  tender  heart. 
And  with  her  join'd  Regard  of  womanhead  ; 
And  then  came  Danger  threatning  hidden  dread, 
And  high  alliance  unto  foreign  powre  ; 
Then  came  Nobility  of  birth,  that  bred 
Great  ruth  through  her  misfortunes  tragick  ftowre ; 

And  laitly  Grief  did  plead,  and  many  tears  forth  poure. 

XLVI. 

With  the  near  touch  whereof  in  tender  heart 
The  Briton  Prince  was  fore  compafTionate 
And  wox  inclined  much  unto  her  part. 
Through  the  fad  terrour  of  fo  dreadful  fate, 
And  v/retched  ruin  of  fo  high  eftate  j 
That  for  great  ruth  his  courao;e  'gan  relent- 

o  o       o 

Which  whenas  Zeal  perceived  to  abate. 
He  'gan  his  earneft  fervour  to  augment. 

And  many  fearful  objects  to  them  to  prefent. 

XLVII. 

He  'gan  t'  effbrce  the  evidence  anew. 

And  new  accufements  to  produce  in  place  : 
He  brought  forth  that  old  Hag  of  hellifh  hue. 
The  curfed  Ate,  brought  her  face  to  face. 
Who  privy  was,  and  party  in  the  cafe  ; 
She  glad  of  fpoil  and  ruinous  decay. 
Did  her  appeach,  and  to  her  more  difgrace. 
The  plot  of  all  her  pra(5tice  did  difplay, 

And  all  her  trains,  and  aii  her  treafons  forth  did  lay. 
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XLVIII. 

Then  brought  he  forth,  with  griefly  grim  afped. 
Abhorred  Murder^  who  with  bloody  knife 
Yet  dropping  frefli  in  hand  did  her  deteft.. 
And  there  with  guilty  bloodfhed  charged  rife  : 
Then  brought  he  forth  Sedition^  breeding  ftrife 
In  troublous  wits,  and  mutinous  uprore  : 
Then  brought  he  forth  Incontinence  of  life. 
Even  foul  Adultery  her  face  before, 

And  lewd  Impiety^  that  her  accufed  fore. 

XLIX. 

All  which  whenas  the  Prince  had  heard  and  feenj 
His  former  fancies  ruth  he  'gan  repent. 
And  from  her  party  eftfoons  was  drawn  clean. 
But  ArthegaU  with  conilant  firm  intent. 
For  zeal  of  Juftice  was  againft  her  bent. 
So  was  Hie  guilty  deemed  of  them  all. 
Then  Zeal  began  to  urge  her  punifhrnent, 
And  to  their  Queen  for  judgment  loudly  call, 

W mo  Menilla  mild  for  Juilice 'gainft  the  thrall, 

;  L. 

iiBut  fhe,  whofe  Princely  breaft  was  touched  near 

I     With  piteous  ruth  of  her  fo  wretched  plight. 
Though  plain  (he  faw  by  all  that  (he  did  hear. 
That  fhe  of  death  was  guilty  found  by  right,, 
Yet  would  not  let  juft  vengeance  on  her  light  j 
But  rather  let  inftead  thereof  to  fall 
Few  perling  drops  from  her  fair  lamps  of  light  1 
The  which  fhe  covering  with  her  purple  pall 

Would  have  the  pafllon  hid,  and  up  arofe  withall. 
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CANTO    X. 

Prince   Arthur  takes  the  enterprife^ 

For  Beige  for  to  fight : 
Gerioneo's  Senefchal 

He  fiays  in  Beige's  right, 

I. 

Some  Clarks  do  doubt  in  their  deviceful  art. 
Whether  this  heavenly  thing  whereof  I  treat. 
To  weeten  Mercy^  be  of  Juftice  part. 
Or  drawn  forth  from  her  by  divine  extreat. 
This  well  I  wote,  that  fure  fhe  is  as  great. 
And  meriteth  to  have  as  high  a  place, 
Sith  in  th' Almighty's  everlafting  feat 
She  firil  v/as  bred,  and  born  of  heavenly  race ; 

From  thence  pour'd  down  on  men,  by  influence  of  grace 

II. 

For  if  that  vertue  be  of  fo  great  might. 

Which  from  juft  verdid  will  for  nothing  flart. 

But  to  preferve  inviolated  right. 

Oft  fpills  the  principal  to  fave  the  part; 

So  much  more  then  is  that  of  powrc  and  art, 

That  feeks  to  fave  the  fubje6l  of  her  fkill, 

Yet  never  doth  from  doom  of  right  depart : 

As  it  is  greater  praife  to  fave  than  fpill. 

And  better  to  reform,  than  to  cut  off  the  ill. 

III. 

Who  then  can  thee,  Mercilla,  throughly  praife. 
That  herein  doft  all  earthly  Princes  pals  ? 
What  heavenly  Mufe  fhall  thy  great  honour  raife 
Up  to  the  Udes,  whence  firft  deriv'd  it  was. 
And  now  on  earth  it  felf  enlarged  has. 
From  th'  utmoil  brink  of  the  Armerick  Ihore, 
Unto  the  margent  of  the  Molucas  ? 
Thofe  nations  far  thy  juftice  do  adore : 

But  thine  own  people  do  tliy  mercy  praife  much  more.  • 
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IV. 

Much  more  it  praifed  was  of  thofe  two  Knights  j 
The  noble  Prince,  and  righteous  Arthegall^ 
When  they  had  feen  and  heard  her  doom  arights 
Againft  Duejlja,  damned  by  them  all ; 
But  by  hertempred  without  grief  or  gal!, 
-  Till  ftrong  conilraint  did  her  thereto  enforce. 
And  yet  even  then  rueing  her  wilful  fall. 
With  more  than  needful  natural  remorfe,    ■ 

And  yielding  the  laft  honour  to  her  wretched  corfe 

V. 

During  all  which,  thofe  Knights  continued  there. 
Both  doing  and  receiving  courtefies. 
Of  that  great  Lady,  who  with  goodly  chear. 
Them  entertain'd,  fit  for  their  dignities, 
Approving  daily  to  their  noble  eyes 
Royal  examples  of  her  mercies  rare, 
And  worthy  patterns  of  her  clemencies  ; 
Which  to  this  day  'mongft  many  living  are, 
;  Who  them  to  their  poiierities  do  ftill  de-clare. 

VI. 

Amongft  the  reft,  which  in  that  fpace  befell. 
There  came  two  Springals  of  full  tender  years. 
Far  thence  from  foreign  land  where  they  did  dwell, 
To  feek  for  fuccour  oi  her  and  her  Peers, 
With  humble  prayers  and  intreatful  tears ; 
Sent  by  their  mother,  who  a  widow  was. 
Wrapt  in  great  dolours  and  in  deadly  fears. 
By  a  ftrong  tyrant,  who  invaded  has 

H-er  land,  and  flain  her  children  ruefullv,  alas  \ 

VII. 

tier  name  was  Belge^  who  in  former  age 
A  Lady  of  great  worth  and  wealth  had  been. 
And  mother  of  a  fruitful  heritage. 
Even  feventeen  goodly  fons  •,  which  who  had  ktw 
In  their  firft  flowre,  before  this  fatal  teen 
Them  overtook,  and  their  fair  blofibms  blafted. 
More  happy  mother  would  her  furely  ween. 
Than  famous  Niobe,  before  ilse  rafted 

\ljiRf<?ms  children-^  wrath,  that  ill  hsi  ilTue  wafted^ 
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yilL 

But  this  fell  tyrant  through  his  tortious  powre. 
Had  left  her  now  but  five  of  all  that  brood  : 
For  twelve  of  them  he  did  by  times  devour. 
And  to  his  Idols  facrifice  their  blood, 
Whil ft  he  of  none  was  flopped,   nor  withflood. 
For  foothly  he  was  one  of  matchlefs  might. 
Of  horrible  afpeCt,   and  dreadful  mood. 
And  had  three  bodies  in  one  waift  empight, 

And  th'arms  and  legs  of  three,  to  fuccour  him  in  fight 

IX. 

And  footh  they  fay,  that  he  was  born  and  bred. 
Of  Giants  race,  the  fon  of  Geryon^ 
He  that  whylome  in  Spain  fo  fore  was  dred 
For  his  huge  powre  and  great  opprefTion, 
Which  brought  that  land  to  his  fubjeftion, 
Through  his  three  bodies  powre,  in  one  combin'd 
And  eke  all  Grangers  in  that  region 
Arriving,  to  his  kine  for  good  afiign'd  ; 

The  faireft  kine  alive,  but  of  the  fierceft  kind. 

X. 

For  they  were  all,  they  fay,  of  purple  hue. 
Kept  by  a  cow-herd,  hight  Eurytion  ; 
A  cruel  Carle,  the  which  all  ftrangers  flew, 
Ne  day  nor  night  did  fleep,  t'attend  them  on, 
But  walkt  about  them  ever  and  anon, 
"With  his  two-headed  Dog,  that  Orthrus  hight; 
Orthrus  begotten  by  great  Typhaon, 
And  foul  Echidna^  in  the  houfe  of  nighty 

But  Hercules  them  all  did  overcome  in  fight,  :  1 

XI. 

His  fon  was  this,  Geryoneo  hight :  .  \ 

Who  after  that  his  monftrous  father  fell 
Under  Aicides  club,  ftraight  took  his  flight 
From  that  fad  land  where  he  his  fire  did  quell. 
And  came  to  this,  where  Beige  then  did  dwell. 
And  flouriflit  in  all  wealth  and  happinefs. 
Being  then  new  made  widow  (as  befell) 
After  her  noble  husbands  late  deceafe  \ 

Which  gave  beginning  to  her  woe  and  wretchednefs. :. 
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XII. 

Then  this  bold  tyrant,  of  her  widowhead 

Taking  advantage,  and  her  yet  frefli  woes, 
■   Himfelfand  fervice  to  her  offered, 
Her  to  defend  againft  all  foreign  foes. 
That  fhOLiId  their  powre  againft  her  right  oppofe*' 
Whereof  flie  glad,  now  needing  ftrong  defence, 
I   Him  entertain'd,  and  did  her  champion  chofe  * 
Which  long  he  us'd  with  careful  diligence, 
j  T-he  better  to  confirm  her  fearlefs  confidence.  ^ 

XIII. 
]  By  means  whereof,  flie  did  at  lad  commit 
j      All  to  his  haiids,  and  gave  him  foveraine  powre 
I      To  do  whatever  he  thought  good  or  fit. 

Which  having  got,  he  'gan  forth  from  that  hour® 
To  ftirr  up  ftrife,  andrtiiany  a  tragick  ftowre. 
Giving  her  deareft  children  one  by  one 
j  -  Unto  a  dreadful  monfter  to  devourCg 
I       And  fetting  up  an  Idol  of  his  own, 
j  The  image  of  his  monflrous  parent  Geryone. 

i  XIV. 

\  So  tyrannizing,  and  opprefTing  all, 
!       The  woeful  widow  had  no  means  now  left^^ 
!       But  unto  gracious  great  Mercilla  call 
I       For  aid  againft  that  cruell  tyrants  theft, 
I       Ere  all  her  children  he  from  her  had  reft. 
1       Therefore  thefe  two,  her  eldeft  fons,  fhe  fent 
I       To  feek  for  fuccour  of  this  Ladies  gieft : 
'       To^whom  their  fuit  they  humbly  did  prefent, 
In  th*  hearing  of  full  many  Knights  and  Ladits  gent; 

XV. 
Amongft  the  which,  then  fortuned  to  be 

The  noble  Briton  Prince,  with  his  brave  Peer : 
Who  when  he  none  of  all  thofe  Knights  did  fee 
Haftily  bent  that  enterprife  to  hear. 
Nor  undertake  the  fame  for  coward  fear. 
He  ftepped  forth  with  courage  bold  and  great, 
Admir'd  of  all  the  reft  in  prefence  there, 
And  humbly  *gan  that  mighty  Queen  entreat. 
To  grant  him  that  adventure  f«f  his  former  feat. 
Vol.  II.  S 
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XVI. 

She  gladly  granted  it :   then  he  flraightway, 
Himfelf  unto  his  journey  'gan  prepare. 
And  all  his  armours  ready  dight  that  day. 
That  nought  the  morrow  next  mote  flay  his  fare. 
The  morrow  next  appeared,  with  purple  hair 
Yet  dropping  frefh  out  of  the  Indian  fount. 
And  bringing  light  into  the  heavens  fair. 
When  he  was  ready  to  his  fteed  to  mount. 

Unto  his  way,  which  now  was  all  his  care  and  cou-ne^ 

XVII. 

Then  taking  humble  leave  of  that  great  Queen, 
Who  gave  him  royal  gifts  and  riches-  rare. 
As  tokens  of  her  thankful  mind  befeen. 
And  leaving  Arthegalio  his  own  care  •, 
Upon  his  voyage  forth  he  'gan  to  fare. 
With  thofe  two  gentle  youths^  which  him  did  guide. 
And  all  his  way  before  him  ftill  prepare. 
Ne  after  him  did  Arthegal  abide, 

But  on  his  firft  adventure  forward  fortb  did  ride. 

XVIII. 

It  was  not  long,  till  that  the  Prince  arriv'd 
Within  the  land,  where  dwelt  that  Lady  fad,. 
Whereof  that  tyrant  had  her  now  depriv'd. 
And  into  moors  and  marfhes  banifht  had. 
Out  of  the  pleafant  foil,  and  cities  glad. 
In  which  fhe  wont  to  harbour  happily  : 
But  now  his  cruelty  fo  fore  fhe  drad. 
That  to  thofe  fens  for  faftnefs  fhe  did  fly  ; 

And  there  her  fell  did  hide  from  his  hard  tyranny., 

XIX. 

There  he  her  found  in  forrow  and  difmay,. 
All  folitary  without  living  wight; 
For  all  her  other  children,  through  affray,. 
Had  hid  themfelves,  or  taken  further  flight : 
And  eke  her  felf  through  fudden  flrange  affright,. 
When  one  in  arms  fhe  faw,  began  to  fly  ; 
But  when  her  ovm  two  fons  fhe  had  in  fight. 
She  'gan  take  heart,  and  look  up  joyfully : 

For  wdi  fhe  wifl  this  Knight  came  fuccour  to  fupply." 


J 
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XX. 
And  running  unto  them  with  greedy  joys, 

Fell  ftraigt  about  their  necks,  as  they  did  kneel; 
And  buriting  forth  in  tears  :  Ah  my  fweet  boys, 
Said  {he,  yet  now  I  'gin  new  life  to  feel ; 
And  feebje  fpirits,  that  'gan  faint  and  reel. 
Now  rife  again,  at  this  your  joyous  fight. 
Already  feems  that  Fortunes  headlong  wheel 
Begins  to  turn,  and  fun  to  Ihinc  more  bright 
Than  it  was  wont,  through  comfort  of  this  noble  Knight* 

XXI. 
Then  turning  unto  him  j  And  you.  Sir  Knight, 
Said  fhe,  that  tal^en  have  this  toillome  pain 
For  wretched  v/oman,  miferable  v/ight, 
May  you  in  heaven  immortal  guerdon  gain 
For  fo  great  travel,  as  you  do  fuftain  : 
For  other  meed  may  hope  for  none  of  me, 
To  whom  nought  eile,  but  bare  life  doth  remain  | 
And  that  fo  wretched  one,  as  ye  do  fee 
Is  liker  lingring  death,  than  loathed  life  to  be. 

XXII. 
Much  was  he  moved  with  her  piteous  plight ; 
And  low  difmounting  from  his  lofty  fteed, 
'Gan  to  recomfort  her  all  that  he  might. 
Seeking  to  drive  away  deep-rooted  dreed, 
With  hope  of  help  in  that  her  greateft  need. 
So  thence  he  wifhed  her  with  him  to  wend, 
Unto  fome  place,  where  they  mote  reft  and  feed. 
And  fhe  take  comfort,  which  God  now  did  fend ; 
Good  heart  in  evils  doth  the  evils  much  amend. 

XXIII. 
Ay  me !  faid  flie,  and  v/hither  fhall  I  go  ? 
Are  not  all  places  full  of  foreign  powres  ? 
My  palaces  poirelTed  of  my  foe. 
My  cities  fackt,  and  their  Iky-threatning  towres 
Rafed,  and  made  fmooth  fields  now  full  of  flowres  ? 
Only  thefe  marifhes,  and  miry  bogs. 
In  which  the  fearful  Ev/ftes  do  build  their  bowres. 
Yield  me  an  hoftry  'mongft  the  croaking  Frogs, 
And  harbour  here  in  fafety  from  thofe  ravenous  Dogs* 

S   2 
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XXIV. 

Nath'lefs,  faid  he,  dear  Lady  with  me  go: 
S©me  place  fhall  us  receive  and  harbour  yield  ; 
If  not,  we  will  it  force  maugre  your  foe. 
And  purchafe  it  to  us  with  fpear  and  (hield  : 
And  if  all  fail  yet  farewell  open  field : 
The  earth  to  all  her  creatures  lodging  lends. 
With  fuch  his  chearful  fpeeches  he  doth  wield 
Her  mind  fo  well,  that  to  his  will  ihe  bends ; 

Andbinding  up  her  locks  and  weeds,  forth  with  him  wends, 

xxy. 

They  came  unto  a  city  far  up  land, 

The  which  whylome  that  Ladies  own  had  been  i 
But  now  by  force  extort  out  of  her  hand. 
By  her  ftrong  foe,  who  had  defaced  clean 
Her  {lately  towres,  and  buildings  funny  Iheen  5 
Shut  up  her  haven,  mard  her  merchants  trade. 
Robbed  her  people,  that  full  rich  had  been, 
And  in  her  neck  a  caftle  huge  had  made. 

The  which  did  her  command,  without  needing  perfuadCr  1 

XXVL 

That  caftle  was  the  ftrength  of  all  that  (late, 
Untill  that  Hate  by  ftrength  was  pulled  down  : 
And  that  fame  city,  fo  now  ruinate, 
Had  been  the  key  of  all  that  kingdoms  crown. 
Both  goodly  caftle,  and  both  goodly  town. 
Till  that  th'ofFended  heavens  lift  to  lowre 
Upon  their  blifs,  and  baleful  fortune  frown. 
When  thofe  'gainft  ftates  and  kingdoms  do  conjurcy 

Who  then  can  think  their  headlong  ruin  to  recure  ^ 

XXVII. 

But  he  had  brought  it  now  in  fervile  bond, 
And  made  it  bear  the  yoke  of  inquifition. 
Striving  long  time  in  vain  it  to  withftond; 
Yet  glad  at  laft  to  make  moft  bafe  fubmiffion^ 
And  hfe  enjoy  for  any  compofition. 
So  now  he  hath  new  laws  and  orders  new 
Impos'd  on  it,  with  many  a  hard  condition^ 
And  forced  it,  the  honour  that  is  due 

To  God,  to  do  iinto  his  Idol  moft  untrue. 
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XXVIII. 

To  him  he  hath,  before  this  caftle-greefi, 
Buik  a  fair  chappel,  and  aa  altar  fram'd 
Of  coftly  ivory,  full  rich  befecn. 
On  which  that  curfed  Idol  far  proclaim'd, 
He  hath  fet  up,  and  him  his  God  hath  nam'd, 
Offring  to  him  in  finful  facrifize 
The  flefli  of  men,  to  Gods  own  likenefs  fram*d. 
And  pouring  forth  their  blood  in  brutifh  wize, 

That  any  iron  eyes  to  fee  it  would  agrize, 

XXIX. 

And  for  more  horrour  and  more  crueltie. 
Under  that  curfed  Idols  altar-ftone  •, 
An  hideous  monfter  doth  in  darknefs  He, 
Whofe  dreadful  fhape  was  never  keii  of  none 
That  lives  on  earth  j  but  unto  thofe  alone 
The  which  unto  him  facrificed  be. 
Thofe  he  devours  they  fay,  both^^efh  and  bone: 
What  elfe  they  have,  is  all  the  tyrants  fee ; 

So  that  no  whit  of  them  remaining  one  may  fee ; 

XXX. 

There  eke  he  placed  a  flrong  garrifon  .', 

'And  fet  a  Senefchal  of  dreaded  might. 
That  by  his  powre  oppreffed  every  one. 
And  vanquifhed  all  ventrous  Knights  in  fight ; 
To  whom  he  wont  fhew  all  the  Ihame  he  might. 
After  that  them  in  battle  he  had  won. 
To  which  when  now  they  'gan  approach  in  fight. 
The  l^ady  counfel'd  him  the  place  to  Ihone, 

Whereas  fo  many  Knights  had  fouly  been  fordone. 

XXXI. 

Her  fearful  fpeeches  nought  he  did  regard  ; 
But  riding  ftraight  under  the  caftle  wall, 
,  Called  aloud  unto  the  watchful  ward, 

■    Which  there  did  wait,  willing  them  forth  to  call 
Into  the  field  their  tyrants  Senefchal, 
To  whom  when  tidings  thereof  came,  he  ftraight 
Calls  for  his  arms,  and  arrping  him  withall, 
Eftfoons  forth  pricked  proudly  in  his  might. 

And  'gan  with  courage  fierce  addxgfs  him  to  the  figh^ 

S  ^ 
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XXXII. 

They  both  encounter  in  the  middle  plain. 
And  their  Iharp  fpears  do  both  together  fmite 
Amid  their  fhields,  v/ith  fo  much  might  and  main, 
That  feem'd  their  fouls  they  Vv^ould  have  riven  quight 
Out  of  their  breafts  with  furious  defpight. 
Yet  could  the  Senefchals  no  entrance  find 
Into  the  Princes  fhield,  where  it  empight : 
So  pure  the  metal  was  and  well  refin'd, 

But  fhiver'd  all  about,  and  fcatter'd  in  the  wind. 

XXXIIl. 

Not  fo  the  Prin(!!e's ;  but  with  refllefs  force. 
Into  his  fhield  it  ready  paffage  found, 
Both  through  his  haberjeon,  and  eke  his  corfe  : 
"Which  tumbling  down  upon  the  fenfeiefs  ground. 
Gave  leave  unto  his  ghoil  from  thraldom  bound. 
To  wander  in  the  grieily  Iliades  of  night. 
There  did  the  Prince  him  leave  in  deadly  fwound. 
And  thence  unto  the  caftle  marched  right. 

To  fee  if  entrance  there  as  yet  obtain  he  might. 

XXXIV. 

But  as  he  nigher  drew,  three  Knights  he  fpide. 
All  arm'd  to  point,  iffuing  forth  apace. 
Which  towards  him,  with  all  their  powre  did  ride  5 
And  meeting  him  right  in  the  middle  race. 
Did  ail  their  fpears  attonce  on  him  enchace. 
As  three  great  culverings  for  batt'ry  bent, 
And  leveld  all  againfl  one  certain  place. 
Do  all  attonce  their  thunders  rage  forth-rent. 

That  makes  the  walls  to  ftagger  with  aftonifhment : 

XXXV. 

So  all  attonce  they  on  the  Prince  did  thunder ; 
Who  from  his  faddle  fwerved  nought  afide, 
Ne  to  their  force  gave  way,  that  was  great  wonder, 
But  like  a  bulwark  firmly  did  abide  ; 
Rebutting  him  which  in  the  midft  did  ride, 
"With  fo  huge  rigour,  that  his  mortal  fpear 
Paft  through  his  fhield,  and  pierc'd  through  either  fidSj 
That  down  he  fell  upon  his  mother  dear. 

And  poured  forth  his  wretched  life  in  deadly  drear. 
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XXXVI. 

Whom  when  his  other  fellows  faw,  they  fled 
As  faft  as  feet  could  carry  them  away ; 
And  after  them  the  Prince  as  fwiftly  fped. 
To  be  aveng'd  of  their  unknightly  play. 
There  whilft  they  entring,  th'one  did  th'other  ftay. 
The  hindmoft  in  the  gate  he  overhent, 
And  as  he  prelTed  in,  him  there  did  flay  : 
His  carcafs  tumbling  on  the  threfiiold,  fent 

His  groaning  foul  unto  her  place  of  punifliment. 

XXXVII. 

The  other  which  was  entred,  labour'd  faft 

To  fpar  the  gate  -,  but  that  fame  lump  of  clay, 
Whofe  grudging  ghofl:  was  thereout  fled  and  paft, 

■    Right  in  the  middefl:  of  the  threfliold  lay, . 
That  it  the  pofl;ern  did  from  clofing  fl;ay  : 
The  whiles,  the  Prince  had  preafed  in  between. 
And  entrance  won.     Straight  th'other  fled  away. 
And  ran  into  the  hall,  where  he  did  ween 

Himfelf  to  fave  :  but  he  there  flew  him  at  the  fcreen. 

XXXVIII. 

Then  all  the  refl:  which  in  that  cafl:le  were. 
Seeing  that  fad  enfample  them  before, 
Durfl:  not  abide,  but  fled  away  for  fear, 
And  them  conveyd  out  at  a  pofl:ern  dore. 
Long  fought  the  Prince    but  when  he  found  no  mor£ 
T'oppofe  againfl:  his  powre,  he  forth  iflli'd 
Unto  that  Lady,  where  he  her  had  lore. 
And  her  'gan  chear  with  what  flie  there  had  view'd^ 

And  what  flie  had  not  feen,  within  unto  her  fhew'd. 
XXXIX. 

Who  with  right  humble  thanks  him  goodly  greeting. 
For  fo  great  prowefs,  as  he  there  had  prov'd. 
Much  greater  than  was  ever  in  her  weeting. 
With  great  admirance  inwardly  was  mov'd. 
And  honour'd  him,  with  all  that  her  behov'd. 
Thenceforth  into  that  cafl;le  he  her  led. 
With  her  two  fons,  right  dear  of  her  belov'd. 
Where  all  that  night  themfelves  they  cheriflied. 
And  from  her  baleful  mind  all  care  he  baniflied. 

S  4 
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CANTO    XI. 

Prince  Arthur  overcomes  the  greai 

Gerioneo  in  fight  : 
Doth  Jlay  the  monfier^  and  rejlore 

Beige  unto  her  right. 

I. 

t  often  falls  in  courfe  of  common  life, 
That  right,  long  time  is  overborne  of  wrong. 
Through  avarice,  or  powre,  or  guile,  or  ftrife. 
That  weakens  her,  and  makes  her  party  ftrong  i 
But  Juftice,  though  her  doom  fhe  do  prolong. 
Yet  at  the  laft  fhe  will  her  own  caufe  right. 
As  by  fad  Beige  feems,  whofe  wrongs  though  long 
She  fuffred,  yet  at  length  fhe  did  requight, 

Aiid  fent  redrefs  thereof  by  this  brave  Briton  Knight, 

II. 

yv^hereof  when  news  was  to  that  tyrant  brought. 
How  that  the  Lady  Beige  now  had  found 
A  champion,  thac  had  with  his  champion  fought. 
And  laid  his  Senefchal  low  on  the  ground. 
And  eke  himfelf  did  threaten  to  confound. 
He  'gan  to  burn  in  rage,  and  frieze  in  fear. 
Doubting  fad  end  of  principle  unfound  j 
Yet  fith  he  heard  but  one,  that  did  appealer, 

He  did  himfelf  encourage,  and  take  better  cheap, 

III. 

JsTaith-lefs  himfelf  he  armed  all  in  hafle. 
And  forth  he  far'd  with  all  his  many  bad, 
Ne  flayed  ftep,  till  that  he  came  at  laft 
Unto  the  caftle,  which  they  conquerd  had. 
There  with  huge  terrour,  to  be  more  ydrad. 
He  flernly  marcht  before  the  caflle  gate  ; 
:  And  with  bold  vaunts,  and  idle  thrcatning  bad 
Deliver  him  his  own  ere  yet  too  late, 

yp  which  they  had  no  rightj  nor  any  wrongful!  (latf. 
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IV. 

The  Prince  Haid  not  his  anfwer  to  devize ; 

But  opening  ftraight  the  fpar,  forth  to  him  cameg 
Full  nobly  mounted  in  right  warlike  wize  ; 
And  afked  him,  if  thait  he  were  the  fame. 
Who  all  that  wrong  unto  that  woeful  Dame 
So  long  had  done,  and  from  her  native  land 
Exiled  her,  that  all  the  woi^ld  fpake  fhame. 
He  boldly  anfwerd  him,  he  there  did  ftand 

That  would  his  doings  juftifie  with  his  own  hand. 

V, 

With  that  fo  furiouily  at  him  he  flew. 

As  if  he  would  have  over-run  him  ftraight  j 
And  with  bis  huge  great  iron  ax  'gan  hew 
So  hideoufly  upon  his  armour  bright. 
As  he  to  pieces  would  have  chopt  it  quight : 

;   That  the  bold  Prince  was  forced  foot  to  give 
■  To  his  firft  rage,  and  yield  to  his  defpight ; 
The  whilft  at  him  fo  dreadfully  he  drive, 

;That  fecm'd  a  marble  rock  afunder  could  have  five. 

'Thereto  a  great  advantage  eke  he  has 

Through  his  three  double  hands  thrice  multiplide, 
Beddes  the  double  ftrength  which  in  them  was : 
For  ftill  v/hen  fit  occafion  did  betide. 
He  could  his  weapon  fhift  from  fide  to  fide. 
From  hand  to  hand,  and  with  fuch  nimblefs  (if 
Could  wield  about,  that  ere  it  were  efpide. 
The  wicked  flroke  did  wound  his  enemy, 
Pehind,  befide,  before,  as  he  it  lift  apply. 

VIL 
Which  uncouth  ufe  whenas  the  Prince  percelv'd, 
I     He  'gan  to  watch  the  wielding  of  his  hand, 
1     Left  by  fuch  fieight  he  were  unwares  deceiv'd ; 

And  ever  ere  he  law  the  ftroke  to  land, 
A     He  would  it  meet,  and  warily  withftand. 
I     pne  time  when  he  his  weapon  feign'd  to  fhift, 
I     As  he  was  wont,  and.chang'd  from  hand  to  hand. 
Fie  met  him  with  a  counter-ftroke  fo  fwift, 
Thatjquite  fmit  off  his  arm,  as  he  it  up  did  lift, 
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VIII. 

Therewith  all  fraught  with  fury  and  difdain 
He  brayd  aloud  for  very  fell  defpight; 
And  fudainly  t' avenge  himfelf  again, 
'Gan  into  one  affemble  all  the  might 
Of  all  his  hands,  and  heaved  them  on  height. 
Thinking  to  pay  him  with  that  one  for  all : 
But  the  fad  fteel  feiz'd  not,  where  it  was  hight. 
Upon  the  child,  but  fomewhat  fhort  did  fall ; 

And  lighting  on  his  horfes  head,  him  quite  did  mall. 

IX. 

Down  ftraight  to  ground  fell  his  aflonifht  fleed. 
And  eke  to  th'earth  his  burden  with  him  bare  : 
But  he  himfelf  full  lightly  from  him  freed. 
And  'gan  himfelf  to  fight  on  foot  prepare. 
Whereof  whenas  the  Giant  was  aware. 
He  wox  right  blythe,  as  he  had  got  thereby. 
And  laught  fo  loud,  that  all  his  teeth  wide  bare 
One  might  have  feen  enraung'd  diforderly, 

Like  to  a  rank  of  piles,  that  pitched  are  awry. 

X. 

Eftfoons  again  his  ax  he  raught  on  high. 
Ere  he  were  throughly  buckled  to  his  gear  : 
And  'gan  let  drive  at  him  fo  dreadfully. 
That  had  he  chanced  not  his  fl:iield  to  rear, 
Ere  that  huge  flroke  arrived  on  him  near. 
He  had  him  furely  cloven  quite  in  twain. 
But  th'adamantine  fhield,  which  he  did  bear. 
So  v/ell  was  tempred,  that  (for  all  his  main) 

Jt  would  no  paflage  yield  unto  his  purpofe  vain. 

XL 

Yet  was  the  firoke  fo  forcibly  applide, 

That  made  him  flagger  with  uncertain  fway. 
As  if  he  v/ouid  have  totter'd  to  one  fide. 
"Wherewith  full  wroth,  he  fiercely  'gan  afTay, 
That  court'fie  with  like  kindnefs  to  repay ; 
And  fmote  at  him  with  fo  importune  might. 
That  two  more  of  his  arms  did  fall  away, 
Eike  fruiilefs  branches,  which  the  hatchets  fleight 

Hath  pruned  from  the  native  tree,  and  cropped  quight. 


Canto  XL      THE  FAIRY  Q^UEEN.  285 

XII. 

!  With  that  all  mad  and  furious  he  grew. 
Like  a  fell  maftifF  through  enraging  heat. 
And  curft,  and  band,  and  blafphemies  forth  threvi^ 

.    Againft  his  Gods,  and  fire  to  them  did  threat. 
And  hell  unto  himfelf  with  horrour  great. 
Thenceforth  he  car'd  no  more,  which  way  he  ftrook. 
Nor  where  it  light,  but  'gan  to  chaufe  and  fvveat. 
And  gnafht  his  teeth,  and  his  head  at  him  fhook» 

And  fternly  him  beheld  with  grim  and  ghaftly  look. 

XIII. 
1  Nought  fear'd  the  child  his  looks,  ne  yet  his  threats, 
i      But  only  wexed  now  the  more  aware, 
I      To  fave  hirnfelf  from  thofe  his  furious  heats. 
And  watch  advantage,  how  to  work  his  care. 
The  which  good  fortune  to  him  offred  fair. 
For  as  he  in  his  rage  him  overftrook. 
He  ere  he  could  his  weapon  back  repair. 
His  fids  all  bare  and  naked  overtook. 

And  with  his  mortal  fteel  quite  through  the  body  flrook, 

XIV. 

Through  all  three  bodies  he  him  ftrook  attonce  j 
That  all  the  three  attonce  fell  on  the  plain  : 
Elfe  fhould  he  thrice  have  needed  for  the  nonce. 
Them  to  have  flricken,  and  thrice  to  have  (lain. 
So  now  all  three  one  fenfelefs  lump  remain, 
Enwallow'd  in  his  own  black  bloody  gore. 
And  biting  th'earth  for  very  deaths  difdain ; 
Who  with  a  cloud  of  night  him  covering,  bore 

Down  to  the  houfe  of  dole,  his  days  there  to  deplore. 

XV. 

Which  when  the  Lady  from  the  caflle  faw. 

Where  fhe  with  her  two  fons  did  looking  (land 
She  towards  him  in  hafte  herfelf  did  draw. 
To  greet  him  the  good  fortune  of  his  hand : 
And  all  the  people  both  of  town  and  land. 
Which  there  ilood  gazing  from  the  cities  wall 
Upon  thefe  warriours,  greedy  t'underftand 
To  whether  fbould  the  vidory  befall : 

.'Nov/  v/hen  they  faw  it  fain,  they  eke  him  greeted  all. 
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XVI. 

But  Belge^  with  her  Tons  proftrated  low 
Before  his  feet,  in  all  that  peoples  fight, 
'Mongft  joys  mixing  fome  tears,  'mongfl:  weal  fomi 
Him  thus  befpake  -,  O  moft  redoubted  Knight,  [woe 
The  which  haft  me  of  all  moft  wretched  wight. 
That  earft  was  dead,  reftor'd  to  life  again, 
APxd  thefe  weak  imps  replanted  by  thy  might  j 
What  guerdon  can  I  give  thee  for  thy  pain. 

But  ev'n  that  which  thou  favedft,  thine  ftill  to  remain  : 

XVII. 

He  took  her  up  forby  the  lilly  hand. 
And  her  recomforted  the  beft  he  might. 
Saying,  Dear  Lady,  deeds  ought  not  be  fcand 
By  th'authors  manhood,  nor  the  doers  might. 
But  by  their  truth  and  by  the  caufes  right : 
That  fame  is  it,  which  fought  for  you  this  day. 
What  other  meed  then  need  me  to  requight. 
But  that  which  yieldeth  vertues  meed  alwav  ? 

l*hat  is  the  vertue  felf,  which  her  reward  doth  pay. 

XVIII. 

She  humbly  thankt  him  for  that  wondrous  grace. 
And  further  faid;  Ah  Sir,  but  mote  ye  pleafe, 
Sith  ye  thus  far  have  rendred  my  poor  cafe. 
As  trom  my  chiefeft  foe  me  to  reieafe. 
That  your  victorious  arm  will  not  yet  ceafe. 
Till  ye  have  rooted  all  the  relicks  out 
Of  that  vile  race,  and  ftablifhed  my  peace. 
What  is  there  elfe,  faid  he,  left  of  their  rout  ? 

Declare  it  boldly,  Dome,  and  do  not  ftand  in  doubt. 

XIX. 

Then  wote  you,  Sir,  that  in  this  church  hereby 
Th^re  ftands  an  idol  of  great  note  and  name  ; 
The  which  this  Giant  reared  firft  on  high. 
And  of  his  own  vain  fancies  thought  did  frame; 
To  whom  for  endlefs  horrour  of  his  fhame, 
He  pffred  up  for  daily  facrifize 
My  children  and  my  people  burnt  in  flame ; 
With  all  the  tortures  that  he  could  devize. 

The  more  t'aggrat^  his  God  with  fuch^iis  bloody  gulzc 
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XX. 

And  underneath  this  idol  there  doth  lie 
An  hideous  monfter,  that  doth  it  defend, 

i     And  feeds  on  all  the  carcaffes  that  die 
In  facrifice  unto  that  curfed  Fiend  : 
Whofe  ugly  Ihape  none  ever  faw,  nor  kend, 

[     That  ever  fcap'd  :  for  of  a  man  they  fay 

f    It  has  the  voice,  that  fpeeches  forth  doth  fend. 
Even  blafphemous  words,  which  fhe  doth  bray 

■Out  of  her  poifnous  entrails,  fraught  v/ith  dire  decay. 

XXL 

Which  when  the  Prince  heard  tell,  his  heart 'gan  yearn 
For  great  defire  that  monfter  to  affay. 
And  pray'd  the  place  of  her  abode  to  learn. 
Which  being  fhew'd,  he  'gan  himfelf  ftraightway 
Thereto  addrefs,  and  his  bright  ihield  difplay. 
So  to  the  church  he  came,  where  it  was  told. 
The  monfter  underneath  the  altar  lay ; 
There  he  that  idol  faw  of  mafty  gold 

Moft  richly  made,  but  there  no  monfter  did  behold.  ] 

XXII. 

Upon  the  image  with  his  naked  blade 
Three  times,  as  in  defiance  there  he  ftrook  % 
And  the  third  time,  out  of  an  hidden  ftiade. 
There  forth  iflu'd,  from  under  th*  altars  fmook, 
A  dreadful  Fiend,  with  foul  deformed  look, 
That  ftretcht  it  felf,  as  it  had  long  lien  ftill ; 
And  her  long  tail  and  feathers  ftrongly  ftiook. 
That  all  the  temple  did  with  terrour  fill ; 

Ifet  him  nought  terrifide,  that  feared  nothing  ilL 
XXIII. 

\n  huge  great  beaft  it  was,  when  it  in  length 
Was  ftretched  forth,  that  nigh  fiU'd  all  the  place^ 
And  fcem*d  to  be  of  infinite  great  ftrength; 
Horrible,  hideous,  and  of  hellifti  race. 
Born  of  the  brooding  of  Echidna  bafe. 
Or  other  like  infernal  Furies  kind  : 
For  of  a  Maid  ftie  had  the  outward  face. 
To  hide  the  horrour,  which  did  lurk  behind^ 

JThe  better  to  beguile,  whom  fhe  fo  fond  did  find. 
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XXIV. 

Thereto  the  body  of  a  Dog  fhe  had, 

full  of  fell   ravin  and   fierce  greedinefs ; 
A  Lions  claws,  with  powre  and  rigour  clad. 
To  rend  and  tear  whatfo  fhe  can  opprefs ; 
A  Dragons  tail,  whofe  fting  without  redrefs 
Full  deadly  wounds,  Vv-herefo  it  is  empight; 
An  Eagles  wings  for  fcope  and   fpeedinefs. 
That  nothing  may  efcape  her  reaching  might. 

Whereto  flie  ever  lift  to  make  her  hardy  flight  i         <^ 

XXV. 

Much  like  in  foulnefs  and  deformity  '/ 

Unto  that  monfter,  whom  the  Theban  Knight 
The  father  of  that  fatal  progeny, 
Made  kill  her  ^t\'(  for  very  hearts  defpight. 
That  he  had  read  her  riddle,  which  no  wighc 
Could  ever  loofe,  but  fuffred  deadly  dool. 
So  alfo  did  this  monfter  ufe  like  Height 
To  many  a  one,  which  came  unto  her  fchool 

Whom  flie  did  put  to  death,  deceived  like  a  fool. 

XXVI. 

She  coming  forth,  whenas  fhe  firfl  beheld  | 

The  armed  Prince,  with  fhield  fo  blazing  bright. 
Her  ready  to  affail,  was  greatly  queld, 
And  miUch  difmayd  with  that  difmayful  fight. 
That  back  flie  would  have  turn'd  for  great  affright.l 
But  he  'gan  her  with  courage  fierce  affay. 
That  forc'd  her  turn  again  in  her  defpight. 
To  fave  her  (o.l'i^  left  that  he  did  her  flay  : 

And  fure  he  had  her  flain,  had  fhe  not  turn'd  her  way,, 

XXVII. 

Tho  when  fhe  faw,  that  fhe  was  forc'd  to  fight. 
She  flew  at  him,  like  to  an  hellifh  Fiend, 
And  on  his  fhield  took  hold  with  all  her  might. 
As  if  that  it  fhe  would  in  pieces  rend. 
Or  reave  out  of  the  hand,  that  did  it  hend. 
Strongly  he  ftrove  out  of  her  greedy  gripe 
To  loofe  his  fhield,  and  long  while  did  contend : 
But  when  he  could  not  quit  it,  with  one  ftripe 

Her  Lions  claws  he  from  her  feet  away  did  wipe. 
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XXVIII. 

With  that  aloud  fiie  *gan  to  bray  and  yell. 
And  foul  blafphemous  fpeeches  forth  did  cad, 
And  bitter  curfes,  horrible  to  tell ; 
That  even  the  temple  wherein  fhe  was  plafl. 
Did  quake  to  hear,  and  nigh  afunder  braft. 
Tho  with  her  huge  long  tail  fhe  at  him  flrook. 
That  made  him  ilagger,  and  (land  half  aghaft 
With  trembling  joints,  as  he  for  terrour  fhook  ; 

Who  nought  was  terrifide,  but  greater  courage  took, 

XXIX. 

As  when  the  mall  of  fome  v/ell-timbred  hulk 
Is  with  the  blaft  of  fome  outrageous  ftorm 
Blown  down,  it  fiaakes  the  bottom  of  the  bulk. 
And  makes  her  ribs  to  crack,  as  they  were  torn, 
Whilft  ftill  Ihe  flands  aftoniiht  and  forlorn  ^ 
So  was  fhe  ilim'd  with  frroke  of  her  huge  tail. 
But  ere  that  it  llie  back  again  had  borne, 
He  with  his  fword  it  flrook,  that  without  fail    ' 

He  jointed  it,  and  mar'd  the  fwinging  of  her  flail.  ' 

XXX. 

Then  'gan  (lie  cry  much  louder  than  afore. 
That  all  the  people  (there  without)  it  heard, 

I    And  Beige  it\^  was  therewith  ftonied  fore, 

i     As  if  the  only  found  thereof  flie  feard. 
But  then  the  Fiend  herfelf  more  fiercely  reard 

I     Upon  her  wide  great  wings,  and  flrongly  flew 

*    "With  all  her  body  at  his  head  and  beard ; 
That  had  he  not  forefeen  with  heedful  view. 

And  thrown  his  fhield  atween,  ilie  had  him  done  to  rewJ 

XXXI. 

But  as  fhe  prefl  on  him  with  heavy  fway, 
Under  her  womb  his  fatal  fword  he  thrufl. 
And  for  her  entrails  made  an  open  way. 
To  ifTue  forth ;  the  which  once  being  brufl, 

I    Like  to   a  great  mil-dam  forth  fiercely  gufht. 
And  poured  out  of  her  infernal  fmk 

I    Mod  ugly  filth,  and  poifon  therewith  ruflit, 

:     That  him  nigh  choked  v/ith  the  deadly  (link  : 

Such,  loathly  matter  were  fmall  lufl  to  fpeak  or  think,}' 
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XXXII. 

Then  down  to  ground  fell  that  deformed  mafs. 
Breathing  out  clouds  of  fulphur  foul  and  blacky 
In  which  a  puddle  of  contagion  was. 
More  loath'd  than  Lerna,  or  than  Stygian  lake. 
That  any  man  would  nigh  awhaped  make. 
Whom  when  he  faw  on  ground,  he  was  full  glad^ 
And  ftraight  went  forth  his  gladnefs  to  partake 
With  Belge^  who  watcht  all  this  while  full  fad. 

Waiting  what  end  would  be  of  that  fame  danger  drad«* 

XXXIII. 

Whom  when  he  faw  fo  joyouOy  come  forth, 
She  'gan  rejoice,  and  fhew  triumphant  chear, 
JLaudmg  and  praifing  his  renowned  worth. 
By  all  the  names  that  honourable  were. 
Then  in  he  brought  her,  and  her  fhewed  there 
The  p.refent  of  his  pains,  that  monilers  fpoii. 
And  eke  chat  idol  deem'd  fo  coftly  dear ; 
Whom  he  did  all  to  pieces  break  and  foil 

In  fikhy  dirt,  and  left  fo  in  the  loathly  foil.  % 

XXXIV. 

Then  all  the  people  which  beheld  that  day,  -1 

'Gan  fhout  aloud,  that  unto  heaven  it  rung ; 
And  all  the  damzels  of  that  town  in  ray. 
Came  dancing  forth,  and  joyous  carrols  fung  % 
So  him  they  led  through  all  their  ftreets  along. 
Crowned  with  girlonds  of  immortal  bays ; 
And  all  the  vulgar  did  about  them  throng. 
To  fee  the  manwhofe  everlafting  praife, 

They  all  were  bound  to  all  polterities  to  raifc*  ■' 

XXXV, 

There  he  with  BeJge,  did  awhile  remain. 
Making  great  feaft  and  joyous  merriment, 
Until  he  had  her  fettled  in  her  reign. 
With  fafe  affurance  and  eftablilliment. 
Then  to  his  firfb  enterprize  his  mind  he  lent. 
Full  loth  to  Beige,  and  to  all  the  reft : 
Of  whom  yet  taking  leave,  thenceforth  he  went 
And  to  his  form.er  journey  him  addreft. 
On  which  long  way  he  rode,  ne  ever  day  did  reft. 
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XXXVI. 

But  turn  we  now  to  noble  Arthcgal  \ 

Who  having  left  Mercilla^  ftraightway  went 

On  his  filit  queft,  the  which  him  forth  did  call. 

To  v/eet,  to  work  Irena's  franchifement. 

And  eke  Grantorto\  worthy  pnniflimeat. 

So  forth  he  fared  as  his  manner  was, 

With  only  ^alus  waiting  diligent, 

Through  many  perils,  and  much  way  did  pafs, 

Till  nigh  unto  the  place  at  length  approacht  he  has. 
XXXVII. 

There  as  he  travel'd  by  the  way,  he  met 
An  aged  wight,  wayfaring  all  alone. 
Who  through  his  years  long  fince  afide  had  {tt. 
The  ufe  of  arms,  and  battle  quite  forgone  : 
To  whom  as  he  approacht  he  knew  anone, 

:   That  it  was  he  which  whilome  did  attend. 
On  fair  Irene  in  her  affliction. 
When  firll  to  Fairy  court  he  faw  her  wend, 

Unto  his  Ibveraine  Queen  her  fuit  for  to  commend. 
XXXVIII. 

Whom  by  his  name  faluting,  thus  he  'gan  -, 
Hail  good  Sir  Sergis,  trueft  Knight  alive, 
Weil  try'd  in  all  thy  Ladies  troubles  than. 
When  her  that  tyrant  did  ot  crov/n  deprive  ; 
What  nev/  occafion  doth  thee  hither  drive. 
Whiles  ihe  alone  is  left,  and  thou  here  found  ? 
Or  is  flie  thrall,  or  doth  fhe  not  lurvive  ? 
To  whom  he  thus ;  She  liveth  fure  and  found  ; 

But  by  that  tyrant  is  in  wretched  thraldom  bound, 

XXXIX. 

IFor  i^it  prefuming  on  th'  appointed  tide. 
In  which  ye  promill,  as  ye  were  a  Knight, 
To  meet  her  at  the  falvage  Iflands  fide 
(And  then  and  there  for  trial  of  her  right 
With  her  unrighteous  enemy  to  fight) 
Did  thither  come:  where  fhe  (afFraid  of  nought) 
By  guileful  treafon  and  by  fubtil  flight 
Surprifed  was,   and  to  Grantorto  brought. 

Who  her  imprifon'd  hath,  and  her  iiie  ofccn  fought. 
VoL.IL  T 
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XL. 

And  now  he  hath  to  her  prefix'd  a  day. 

By  which,  if  that  no  channpion  do  appear. 

Which  will  her  caufe  in  battailous  array 

Againft  him  juftifie,  and  prove  her  clear 

Of  all  thofe  crimes  that  he  'gainfl  her  doth  rear. 

She  death  (hall  fiire  aby.     Thofe  tidings  fad 

Did  much  abafh  Sir  Arthegal  to  hear, 

And  grieved  fore,  that  through  his  fault  flie  had 

Fallen  into  that  tyrants  hand  and  ufage  bad. 

XLI. 

Then  thus  replide ;  Now  fure  and  by  my  life. 
Too  much  am  I  to  blame  for  that  fair  Maid, 
That  have  her  drawn  to  all  this  troublous  ftrife. 
Through  promife  to  afford  her  timely  aid. 
Which  by  default  I  have  not  yet  defraid. 
But  witnefs  unto  me,  ye  heavens,  that  know 
How  clear  I  am  from  blame  of  this  upbraid  : 
For  ye  into  like  thraldom  me  did  throw, 

And  kept  from  'complifhing  the  faith  which  I  did  owe. 

XLIL 

But  now  aread,  Sir  Sergis,  how  long  fpace 
Hath  he  her  lent  a  champion  to  provide  : 
Ten  days  quoth  he,  he  granted  hath  of  grace. 
For  that  he  weeneth  well,  before  that  tide 
None  can  have  tidings  to  affift  her  fide. 
For  all  the  fhores,  which  to  the  fea  accoft. 
He  day  and  night  doth  ward  both  far  and  wide. 
That  none  can  there  arrive  without  an  holl : 

So  her  he  deems  already  but  a  damned  gholl. 

XLIII. 

Now  turn  again,  Sir  Arthegal  then  faid  : 
For  if  I  live  till  thofe  ten  days  have  end, 
Affure  your  felf.  Sir  Knight,  fhe  fhall  have  aid, 
Though  I  this  deareft  life  for  her  do  fpend ; 
So  backward  he  attone  with  him  did  wend. 
Tho  as  they  rode  together  on  their  way, 
A  rout  of  people  they  before  them  kcnd. 
Flocking  together  in  confus'd  array, 

As  if  that  there  vvcit-  fume  tumultous  affray. 
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XLIV. 

To  which  as  they  approacht,  the  caufe  to  know. 
They  faw  a  Knight  in  dangerous  diftrefs 
Of  a  rude  rout,  him  chafing  to  and  fro. 
That  fought  with  lawlefs  powre  him  to  opprefs. 
And  bring  in  bondage  of  their  bruciHinefs  : 
And  far  away,  amid  their  rakehell  bands. 
They  fpide  a  Lady  left  all  fuccourlefs 
Crying,  and  holding  up  her  wretched  hands 

To    him  for  aid,  who  long  in  vain  their  rage  withftands, 

XLV. 

Yet  (till  he  drives,  ne  any  peril  (pares. 
To  refcue  her  from  their  rude  violence. 
And  like  a  Lion  wood  amongit  them  fares. 
Dealing  his  dreadful  blows  with  large  dilpence  % 
Gainft  which  the  pallid  death  finds  no  defence. 
But  all  in  vain  their  numbers  are  ib  great, 
Tfiat  nought  may  boot  to  banifh  them  from  thence : 
For  foon  as  he  their  outrage  back  doth  beat, 
-  They  turn  afrefh,  and  oft  renew  their  iormer  threat. 

XLVi. 

And  now  they  do  fo  fharply  him  afl!ay. 
That  they  his  ihield  in  pieces  batter'd  have, 

■    And  forced  him  to  throw  it  quite  away. 
From  dangers  dread  his  doubtful  life  to  fave  | 
Albe  that  it  moit  fafety  to  him  gave, 
And  much  did  magnifie  his  noble  name. 
For  from  the  day  that  he  thus  did  it  leave, 
Amongfl  all  Knights  he  blotted  was  with  blame. 

And  counted  but  a  recreant  Knight  with  endlefs  Ihame.' 

XLVIL 

"Whom  when  they  thus  diftreffed  did  behold. 
They  drew  unto  his  aid :  but  that  rude  rout 
Them  alfo  'gan  aflfail  with  outrage  buld. 
And  forced  them,  however  ftrong  and  ftout 
They  were,  as  well  approv'd  in  many  a  doubt, 
Back  to  recule ;  until  that  iron  man 
With  his  huge  flail  began  to  lay  about ; 
From  whole  Hern  prefence  they  diffufed  ran. 

Like  fcatt'red  chaff,  the  which  the  wind  away  doth  fan. 
I  T  2  . 
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XLVIII. 

So  when  that  Knight  from  peril  clear  was  freed, 
He  drawing  near,  began  to  greet  them  fair, 

:   And  yield  great  thanks  for  their  fo  goodly  deed, 
In  faving  him  from  dangerous  defpair 
Of  thofe,  which  fought  his  life  for  to  empair. 
Of  whom  Sir  Arthegal  'gan  then  enquere 
The  whole  occafion  of  his  late  misfare, 
And  who  he  was,  and  what  thofe  villains  were. 

The  which  with  mortal  malice  him  purfu'd  fo  near. 

XLIX. 

To  whom  he  thus-,  my  name  is  Burbon  hight. 
Well  known,  and  far  renowned  heretofore. 
Until  late  mifchief  did  upon  m.e  light, 
That  all  my  former  praife  hath  blemifht  fore; 
And  that  fair  Lady,  which  in  that  uprore 
Ye  with  thofe  captives  faw  Flourdelis  hight. 
Is  mine  own  Love,  though  me  fhe  have  forlore. 
Whether  withheld  from  me  by  wrongfull  might. 

Or  with  her  own  good  will,  I  cannot  read  aright. 

L 

But  fure  to  me  her  faith  fhe  firfl  did  plight. 
To  be  my  Love,  and  take  me  for  her  Lord ; 
Till  that  a  tyrant,  which  Grantorto  hight. 
With  golden  gifts,  and  many  a  guileful  word 
Enticed  her  to  him  for  to  accord. 
(0 1  who  may  not  with  gifts  and  words  be  tempted  ?) 
Sith  which  fhe  hath  me  ever  fmce  abhord, 
And  to  my  foe  hath  guilefully  confented  : 

Ay  me  !  that  ever  guile  in  Vv-omen  was  invented. 

LI. 

And  now  he  hath  this  troop  of  villains  fent. 
By  open  force  to  fetch  her  quite  away  : 
Gainft  whom,  my  felf  I  long  in  vain  have  bent 
To  refcue  her,  and  daily  means  aflay, 
Yecrefcue  her  thence  by  no  means  I  may: 
For  they  do  me  Vv^ith  multitude  opprefs, 
And  vvi:h  unequal  might  do  overlay, 
Thar  oft  I  driven  am  to  great  diftrcfs, 

An4  forced  to  forgo  rh'attempt  remcdilefs. 
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LII. 

But  why  have  ye,  faid  Arthegal,  forborne 
Your  own  good  fhield  in  dangerous  difmay  ; 
That  is  the  greateft  fhame  and  fouleft  fcorn, 
Which  unto  any  Knight  behappen  may. 
To  lofe  the  badge,  that  fliould  his  deeds  difplay. 
To  whom  Sir Buri?on,  blufhing  haif  for  fliame, 
That  fhall  I  unto  you,  quoth  he,  bewray  ; 
Left  ye  therefore  mote  happily  me  blame, 
And  deem  it  done  of  will,  that  through  inforcement  came. 

LIII. 
True  is,  that  I  at  firft  was  dubbed  Knight 

By  a  good  Knight,  the  Knight  of  the  Redcrofs  j 
Who  when  he  gave  me  arms  in  field  to  fight. 
Gave  me  a  fliield,  in  which  he  did  endofs 
His  dear  redeemers  badge  upon  the  bofs  : 
The  fame  long  while  I  bore,  and  therewithal! 
Fought  many  battles  without  wound  or  lofs  ; 
.  Therewith  Grandtorto  felf  I  did  appall. 
And  made  him  oftentimes  in  field  before  me  fall. 

LIV. 
But  for  that  miany  did  that  fhield  envy. 
And  cruel  enemies  encreafed  more  ; 
To  (lint  all  ftrife  and  troublous  enmity. 
That  bloody  fcutchin  being  batter'd  fore, 
I  laid  afide,  and  have  of  late  forbore, 
Hoping  thereby  to  have  my  Loveobtain'd  : 
Yet  can  I  not  my  Love  have  nathemore  ; 
For  fhe  by  force  is  ftill  from  me  detain'd, 
And  with  corrupted  bribes  is  to  untruth  miftrain'd. 

LV. 
To  whom  thus  Arthegal\  Certes  Sir  Knight; 
Hard  is  the  cafe  the  which  ye  do  complain  ; 
Yet  not  fo  hard  (for  nought  fo  hard  may  light, 
That  it  to  fuch  a  ftreight  mote  ye  conftrain) 
As  to  abandon  that  which  doth  contain 
Your  honour's  ilile:  that  is  your  warlike  fhield 
.    All  peril  ought  be  lefs,  and  lefs  ail  pain 

Than  lofs  ot  fame  in  difadventrous  field; 
Dye  rather  than  do  ought  that  mote  dilhonour  yield. 

T3 
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LVI. 

Not  fo,  quoth  he  j  for  yet  when  time  doth  ferve. 
My  former  Ihield  I  may  refume  again  : 
To  temporize  is  not  from  truth  to  fwerve, 
Ne  for  advantage  term  to  entertain, 
Whenas  necefTity  doth  it  conftrain. 
Fie  on  fuch  forgery,  faid  ArthegalU 
Under  one  hood  to  fhadow  faces  twain. 
Knights  ought  be  true,  and  truth  is  one  in  all  : 

Of  all  things  to  diffemble  fouly  may  befall. 

LVII. 

Yet  let  me  you  ofcourtefy  requeft, 
Said  Burbon,  to  affift  me  now  at  need 
Againll  thefe  peafants,  which  have  me  opprell. 
And  forced  me  to  fo  infamous  deed. 
That  yet  my  Love  may  from  their  hands  be  freed. 
Sir  Arthegal^  albe  he  earft  did  wyte 
His  wav'ring  mind,  yet  to  his  aid  agreed, 
And  buckling  him  eftfoons  unto  the  fight, 

Did  fet  upon  thofe  troops  with  all  his  powre  and  might. 

LVIII. 

Who  flocking  round  about  them  as  a  fwarm 
Of  files  upon  a  birchen  bough  doth  duller. 
Did  them  aiTault  with  terrible  alarm. 
And  over  all  the  fields  themfelves  did  mufter, 
V/ith  bills  and  glayves  making  a  dreadful  lufter  5 
That  forc'd  at  firil  thofe  Knights  back  to  retire : 
As  when  che  wrathful  Boreas  doth  blufter. 
Nought  may  abide  the  temped  of  his  ire, 

Both  man  and  beaft  do  iiv,  and  fuccour  do  inquire. 

LIX. 

But  whenas  overblowen  was  that  brunt, 
Thofe  Knights  began  afrefh  them  to  afTail, 
And  all  about  the  fields  like  Squirrels  hunt; 
''But  chiefly  'Talus  with  his  iron  flail, 
Gainft  which  no  flight  nor  refcue  mote  avail. 
Made  cruel  havock  of  the  bafer  crew. 
And  chafed  them  both  over  hill  and  dale . 
The  ralcali  many  foon  they  overthrew  ; 

B  wtthe  two  Knights  themfeives  their  captains  did  fubdew« 
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LX. 

At  laft  they  came  whereas  that  Lady  bode. 
Whom  now  her  keepers  had  forfaken  quight. 
To  fave  themfelves,  and  fcattVed  were  abrode  j 
Her  half  difmaid  they  found  in  doubtful  plight. 
As  neither  glad  nor  lorry  for  their  fight ; 
Yet  wondrous  fair  flie  was,  and  richly  clad 
In  royal  robes,  and  many  jewels  dight. 
But  that  thole  villains  through  their  ufage  bad 

Them  fouly  rent,  and  fhamefully  defaced  had. 

LXI. 

But  Burhon  ftraight  difmounting  from  his  deed. 
Unto  her  ran  with  greedy  great  defire ; 
And  catching  her  fall  by  her  ragged  weed. 
Would  have  embraced  her  with  heart  entire. 
But  fhe  back-ftarting  with  difdainful  ire, 
Bade  him  avaunt,  ne  would  unto  his  lore 
Allured  be,  for  prayer  nor  for  meed  : 
Whom  when  thofe  Knights  fo  froward  and  forlore 

Beheld,  they  her  rebuked  and  upbraided  fore. 

LXII. 

Said  Arthegal ;  What  foul  difgrace  is  this, 
To  io  fair  Lady,  as  ye  feem  in  fight, 
To  blot  your  beauty  that  unblemifht  is. 
With  fo  foul  blame,  as  breach  of  faith  once  plight. 
Or  change  of  Love  for  any  worlds  delight  ? 
Is  ought  on  earth  fo  precious  or  dear. 
As  praife  and  honour  ?  Or  is  ought  fo  bright 
And  beautiful,  as  glory's  beams  appear  ? 

Whole  goodly  light  than  Phoebus  lamp  doth  fhine  more 

LXill.  [clear. 

Why  then  will  ye,  fond  Dame,  attempted  be 
Unto  a  ftrangers  love,  fo  lightly  plac'd. 
For  gifts  of  gold,  or  any  worldly  glee. 
To  leave  the  love  that  ye  before  embrac'd. 
And  let  your  fame  with  falHiood  be  defic'd  ? 
Fie  on  the  pelf,  for  v^hich  good  name  is  fold. 
And  honour  with  indignity  debas'd  : 
Dearer  is  love  than  lite,  and  fame  than  gold  -, 

But  dearer  than  them  both,  your  faith  once  plighted  hold. 

T  4 
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LXIV. 

Much  was  the  Lady  in  her  gentle  mind 
Abafht  at  his  rebuke,  that  bit  her  near, 
Ne  ought  to  anfwer  thereunto  did  find  ; 
But  hanging  down  her  head  with  heavy  chear. 
Stood  long  amaz'd,  as  fhe  amated  were. 
Which  Burbon  feeing,  her  again  aflaid. 
And  clafping  'twixt  his  arms,  her  up  did  rear 
Upon  his  fteed,  whiles  fhe  no  whit  gain-faid  : 

So  bore  her  quite  away,  nor  well  nor  ill  apaid. 

LXV. 

Nath'lefs  the  iron  man  did  ftill  purfue 
That  rafcal  many  with  unpitied  fpoil ; 
Ne  ceafed  not,  till  all  their  fcattred  crew 
Into  the  lea  he  drove  quite  from  that  foil. 
The  which  they  troubled  had  with  great  turmoil. 
But  Arthegal,  feeing  his  cruel  deed. 
Commanded  him  from  flaughter  to  recoil, 
And  to  his  voyage  'gan  again  proceed. 

For  that  the  term  approaching  faft,  required  fpeed. 


CANTO     XII. 

Arthegal  doth  Sir  Burbon  ayd^ 

And  blames  for  changing  Jhield : 
He  with  the  great  Grantorto  fights. 
And  fiayeth  him  in  field. 

1. 

Sacred  hunger  of  ambitious  minds. 
And  impotent  defire  of  men  to  reign  ! 
V7hom  neither  dread  of  God,  that  Devils  binds. 
Nor  laws  of  men,  that  common-weais  contain. 
Nor  bands  of  nature,  that  wild  beafls  reftrain. 
Can  keep  from  outrage,  and  Irom  doing  wrong, 
"Where  they  may  hope  a  kingdom  to  obtain. 
No  faith  fo  firm,  no  trufl  can  be  fo  ftrong, 
No  love  fo  lading  then,  tliat  may  enduren  long^ 
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II. 

Witnefs  may  Bttrhon  be,  whom  all  the  bands. 
Which  may  a  Knight  aflure,  had  furely  bound. 
Until  the  love  of  Lord(hip  and  of  lands 
Made  him  become  moft  faith lefs  and  un found  : 
And  witnefs  be  Gerioneo  found. 
Who  for  like  caufe  fair  Beige  did  opprefs. 
And  right  and  wrong  moft  cruelly  confound  : 
And  fo  be  now  Grantorto^  who  no  lefs 

Than  all  the  reft  burft  out  to  all  outrageoufnefs. 

III. 

'Gainft  whom  Sir  Arthegal,  long  having  fince 
Taken  in  hand  th'exploit,  being  thereto 
Appointed  by  that  mighty  Fairy  Prince, 
Great  Glcriane^  that  tyrant  to  fordo. 
Through  other  great  adventures  hitherto 
Had  it  forflackt.     But  now  time  drawing  nigh. 
To  him  affignd,  her  high  beheaft  to  do. 
To  the  fea  fhore  he  'gan  his  way  apply. 

To  weet,  if  fliipping  ready  he  mote  there  defcry. 

IV. 

Though  when  they  came  to  the  fea  coafi:,  they  found 
A  fhip  all  ready  (as  good  fortune  fell) 
To  put  to  fea,   with  whom  they  did  compound. 
To  pafs  them  over,  where  them  lift  to  tell : 
The  wind  and  weather  ferved  them  fo  well. 
That  in  one  day  they  with  the  coaft  did  fall ; 
Whereas  they  ready  found,  them  to  repell, 
Great  hofts  of  men  in  order  martiall, 

Which  them  forbade  to  land,  and  footing  did  forftalL 

V. 

But  nathemore  would  they  from  land  refrain  : 
But  whenas  nigh  unto  the  fliore  they  drew. 
That  foot  of  man  might  found  the  bottom  plain, 
Talus  into  the  fea  did  forth  ifilie. 
Though  dartsfrom  lliore,  and  ftones  they  at  himthrewj 
And  wading  through  the  waves  with  ftedfaft  fway, 
Maugre  the  might  of  all  thofe  troops  in  view. 
Did  win  the  lliore,  whence  he  them  chac'd  away. 

And  m-ade  to  fly,  like  Doves,  whom  th'Eagle  doth  aftray. 
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The  whiles,  Sir  Arthegal^  with  that  old  Knight 
Did  forth  defcend,  there  being  none  them  near. 
And  forward  marched  to  a  town  in  light. 
By  this  came  tidings  to  the  tyrants  ear. 
By  thofe  which  earft  did  fly  away  for  fear 
Of  their  arrival  :  wherewith  troubled  fore. 
He  all  his  forces  ftraight  to  him  did  rear, 
And  forth  iffuing  with  his  fcouts  afore, 

Meant  them  to  have  encoiintred,  ere  they  left  the  fliorc 

VII. 

But  ere  he  marched  far,  he  with  them  met, 
And  fiercely  charged  them  with  all  his  force  j 
But  l^alus  fternly  did  upon  them  fet. 
And  brufht,  and  battred  them  without  remorfe, 
That  on  the  ground  he  left  full  many  a  corfe ; 
Ne  any  able  was  him  to  withftand. 
But  he  them  overthrew  both  man  and  horfe, 
That  they  lay  fcattred  over  all  the  land. 

As  thick  as  doth  the  feed  after  the  fowers  hand. 

VIII. 

Till  Arthegal  him  feeing  fo  to  rage, 

Will'd  him  to  ftay,  and  fign  of  truce  did  m.ake  : 
To  which  all  hearkning,  did  awhile  affuage 
Their  forces  fury,  and  their  terrour  flake  •, 
Till  he  an  Herauld  call'd,  and  to  him  fpake. 
Willing  him  Wend  unto  the  tyrant  fl:raight, 
And  tell  him  that  not  for  fuch  flaughters  fake 
He  thither  came,  but  for  to  try  the  right 

Of  fair  Irena's  caufe  with  him  in  fingle  fight. 

IX. 

And  willed  him  for  to  reclaim  with  fpeed 
His  fcattred  people  ere  they  all  were  flain. 
And  time  and  place  convenient  to  areed. 
In  which  they  two  the  combat  might  darrain. 
Vv^hich  meflTage  when  Grantorto  heard,  full  fain 
And  glad  he  was  the  flaughter  fo  to  ftay, 
And  pointed  for  the  combat  'twixt  them  twain 
The  morrow  next,  ne  gave  him  longer  day  ; 

.So  founded  the  retrait,  and  drew  his  ioi)^  away. 
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X. 

That  night  Sir  Arthegal  did  caufe  his  tent 

.    There  to  be  pitched  on  the  open  plain  ; 

I    For  he  had  given  ftraight  commandement, 

I    That  none  fhould  dare  him  once  to  entertain  : 

'    Which  none  durft  break,  though  many  would  right  fain 

For  fair  Irena  whom  they  loved  dear. 

But  yet  old  Sergis  did  fo  well  him  pain. 

That  from  clofe  friends,  that  dar'd  not  to  appear. 
He  ail  things  did  purvey,  which  for  them  needful  were, 

XL 
The  morrow  next,  that  was  the  difmal  day. 

Appointed  for  Irenas  death  before, 
j    So  foon  as  it  did  to  the  world  difplay 
"    His  chearful  face,  and  light  to  men  reftore. 

The  heavy  Maid,  to  whom  none  tidings  bore 

I    Of  Arthegah  arrival  her  to  free, 
Lookt  up  with  eyes  full  fad,  and  heart  full  fore ; 
\    Weening  her  lifes  laft  hour  then  near  to  be, 
$ith  no  redemption  nigh  fhe  did  nor  hear  nor  fee^ 

XII. 
Then  up  Ilie  rofe,  and  on  her  felf  did  dight 
Moll  fquaiid  garments,  fit  for  fuch  a  day  ; 
And  With  dull  count'nance,  and  with  doleful  fpright, 
She  forth  was  brought  in  forrowful  difmay. 
For  to  receive  the  doom  of  her  decay. 
But  coming  to  the  place,  and  finding  there 
Sir  Arthegal^  in  battailous  array 
Waiting  his  foe,  it  did  her  dead  heart  chear, 
\nd  new  life  to  her  lent,  in  midil  of  deadly  fear, 

XIII. 
_.ike  as  a  tender  Rofe  in  open  plain. 
That  with  untimely  drought  nigh  withred  was. 
And  hung  the  head,  foon  as  few  drops  of  rain 
Thereon  diftil  and  dew  her  dainty  face, 
'Gins  to  look  up,  and  with  frefh  wonted  grace 
Diffpreads  the  glory  of  her  leaves  gay  ; 
Such  was  Irenas  count'nance,  fuch  her  cafe. 
When  Arthegal  fhe  fav/  in  that  array, 
There  waiting  for  the  tyrant,  till  it  wa~s  far  day. 
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XIV. 

Who  came  at  length,  with  proud  prefumptuous  gate 
Into  the  field,  as  if  he  fearlefs  were, 
All  armed  in  a  coat  of  iron  plate. 
Of  great  defence  to  ward  the  deadly  fear  : 
And  on  his  head  a  fteel  cap  he  did  wear 
Of  colour  rufty  brown,  but  fure  and  ftrong; 
And  in  his  hand  an  huge  polaxe  did  bear, 
Whofe  fteel  was  iron  ftudded,  but  not  long 

With  which  he  wont  to  fight,  to  juftifie  his  wrong.  t\ 

XV. 

Of  ftature  huge,  and  hideous  be  was. 
Like  to  a  Giant  for  his  monftrous  height. 
And  did  in  ftrength  moft  forts  of  men  furpafs, 
Ne  ever  any  found  his  match  in  might ; 
Thereto  he  had  o-reat  fkill  in  fingle  fie^ht ; 
His  face  was  ugly,  and  his  count'nance  ftern. 
That  could  have  fraid  one  with  the  very  fight, 
And  gaped  like  a  gulf,  when  he  did  gern. 

That  whether  man  or  monfter  one  could  fcarce  difcern* 

XVI. 

Soon  as  he  did  within  the  lifts  appear, 
With  dreadful  look  he  Arthegal  beheld, 
As  if  he  would  have  daunted  him  with  fear  ; 
And  grinning  griefiy,  did  againft  him  weld 
His  deadly  weapon,  which  in  hand  he  held. 
But  th'  Elfin  fwain,  that  oft  had  feen  like  fight. 
Was  with  his  ghaftly  count'nance  nothing  queld. 
But  'gan  him  ftraight  to  buckle  to  the  fight. 

And  call  his  iliield  about,  to  be  in  ready  plight. 

XVII. 

The  trumpets  found,  and  they  together  go. 
With  dreadful  terrour,  and  with  fell  intent ; 
And  their  huge  ftrokes  full  dang'roufly  beltow, 
To  do  mioft  dam  mage,  whereas  moft  they  meant 
But  with  fuch  force  and  fury  violent, 
The  tyrant  thundred  his  thick  blows  fo  faft, 
That  through  the  iron  walls  their  way  they  rent. 
And  even  to  the  vital  parts  they  paft, 

Ne  ought  could  them  endure,  but  all  they  cleft  or  braft 
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XVIII. 

Which  cruel  outrage  whenas  Arthsgall 
Did  well  avize,  thenceforth  with  wary  heed 
He  fliund  his  flrokes,   wherever  they  did  fall. 
And  way  did  give  unto  their  gracelefs  fpeed  : 
As  when  a  flcilful  mariner  doth  read 
A  ftorm  approaching  that  doth  peril  threat. 
He  will  not  bide  the  danger  of  fuch  dread. 
But  ftrikes  his  fails,  and  veereth  his  main  fheet, 
liAnd  lends  unto  it  leave  the  empty  air  to  beat. 

;,|  XIX.  ' 

'ISo  did  the  Fairy  Knight  himfelf  abear, 

And  (looped  oft,  his  head  from  fliame  to  fhield : 
No  fiiame  to  ftoop,  ones  head  more  high  to  rear; 
And  much  to  gain,  a  little  for  to  yield  : 
So  ftouteft  Knights  doen  oftentimes  in  field. 
n    But  ftiil  the  tyrant  flernly  at  him  laid, 
I     And  did  his  iron  axe  fo  nimbly  wield, 
jj    That  many  wounds  into  his  flefh  it  made. 
And  with  his  burdenous  blows  him  fore  did  overlade. 

XX. 
Yet  whenas  fit  advantage  he  did  fpy. 
The  whiles  the  curled  Felon  high  did  rear 
His  cruel  hand,  to  fmite  him  mortally. 
Under  his  ftroke  he  to  him  ftepping  near. 
Right  in  the  flank  him  ftrook  v/ith  deadly  drear. 
That  the  gore  blood  thence  gufhing  grievoufly, 
Did  underneath  him  like  a  pond  appear. 
And  all  his  armour  did  with  purple  dye  r 
Thereat  he  brayed  loud,  and  yelled  dreadfully. 

XXI. 
Yet  the  huge  ftroke,  which  he  before  intended, 
^1    Kept  on  his  courfe,  as  he  did  it  dired:. 

And  with  fuch  monftrous  poife  adown  defcended. 
That  feerned  nought  could  him  from  death  prote6l  : 
But  he  it  well  did  ward  v;ith  wife  refped, 
!|    And  'twixt  him  and  the  blow  his  fhield  did  caft, 
I    Which  thereon  feizing,  took  no  great  elTVd  ^ 
j    But  biting  deep  therein,  did  lliek  fo  fail, 
';Thiit  by  n»^  means  it  back  again  hs.  fonh  could  wruil. 
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XXII. 

Long  while  he  tug'd  and  ftrove  to  get  it  out, 
And  all  his  powre  applyed  thereunto. 
That  he  therewith  the  Knight  drew  all  about : 
Nath'lefs  for  all  that  ever  he  could  do, 
His  axe  he  could  not  from  his  fhield  undo. 
Which  Arthegal  perceiving  ftrook  no  more. 
But  loofing  foon  his  fhield,  did  it  forgo. 
And  whiles  he  combred  was  therewith  fo  fore. 

He  'gan  at  him  let  drive  more  fiercely  than  afore. 

XXIII. 

So  well  he  him  purfu'd,  that  at  the  laft. 
He  ftrook. him  with  Chryfaor  on  the  head, 
That  with  the  foufe  thereof  full  fore  aghaft. 
He  ftagger'd  to  and  fro  in  doubtful  ftead. 
Again  whiles  he  him  faw  fo  ill  befted. 
He  did  him  fmite  with  all  his  might  and  main. 
That  falling  on  his  mother  earth  he  fed  : 
Whom  when  he  f^w  proftrated  on  the  plain. 

He  lightly  reft  his  head  to  eafe  him  of  his  pain. 

XXIV. 

Which  \,vhen  the  people  round  aboiit  him  faw. 
They  ihouted  all  for  joy  of  his  fuccefs. 
Glad  to  be  quit  from  that  proud  tyrants  awe, 
Which  with  ftrong  powre  did  them  long  time  opprefs 
And  running  all  with  greedy  joyfulnefs 
To  fair  Irsna^  at  her  feet  did  fall, 
And  her  adored  with  due  humblenefs. 
As  their  true  Liege  and  Princefs  naturall ; 

And  eke  her  champions  glory  ibunded  over  all. 

XXV. 

Who  ftraight  her  leading  with  meet  majefty 
Unto  the  palace  where  their  Kings  did  reign, 
Did  her  therein  eftabiifh  peaceably. 
And  to  her  kingdoms  feat  reilore  again  ; 
And  all  fuch  perfons  as  did  iaie  maintain 
That  tyrants  part,  with  clofe  or  open  aid. 
He  forely  punifhed  with  heavy  pain  ; 
That  in  ihort  fpace  whiles  there  with  her  he  llayd. 

Not  one  was  left  that  durlt  her  once  have  difobeyd. 
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XXVI. 

During  which  time  that  he  did  there  remain. 
His  (ludy  was  true  juftice  how  to  deal, 
And  day  and  night  employ'd  his  bufie  pain 
How  to  reform  chat  ragged  commonweal : 
And  that  fame  iron  man  which  could  reveal 
All  hidden  crimes,  through  all  that  realm  he  fent. 
To  fearch  out  thofe  that  us'd  to  rob  and  ileal, 
Or  did  rebel  'gainft  lawful  government ; 

On  whom  he  did  inflid  moil  grievous  puniihment 

XXVII. 

But  ere  he  could  reform  it  thoroughly. 
He  through  occafion  called  was  away 
To  Fairy- court,  that  of  neceiTity 
His  courfe  of  juilice  he  was  forc'd  to  flay^, 
And  Talus  to  revoke  from  the  right  way. 
In  which  he  was  that  realm  for  to  redrefs. 
But  envy's  cloud  ilill  dimmeth  vertues  rav. 
So  having  freed  Irena  from  diilrefs. 

He  took  his  leave  of  her,  there  left  in  heavinefs 

XXVIII. 

Tho  as  he  back  returned  from  that  land. 
And  there  arriv'd  again  whence  forth  he  fet. 
He  had  not  pafTcd  far  upon  the  flrand, 
Whenas  two  old  ill  favour'd  Hags  he  met. 
By  the  way  fide  being  together  fet, 
Two  grieily  creatures ;  and  to  that  their  faces 
Moil  foul  and  iilthy  were  their  garments  yet 
Being  all  ragg'd  and  tatter'd,  their  difgraces 

Did  much  the  more  augment,  and  made  moil  uo-Iy  cafe^ 

XXIX. 

The  one  of  them,  that  elder  did  appear, 

With  her  dull  eyes  did  feem  to  look  afkew. 
That  her  miihape  much  helpt ;  and  her  fou'l  hair 
Hung  loofe  and  loathfomely  :  thereto  her  hue 
Was  wan  and  lean,   that  all  her  teeth  arew. 
And  all  her  bones  might  through  her  cheeks  be  read  ; 
Her  hps  were  like  raw  leather,  pale  and  blue  : 
And  as  ihe  fpake  therewith  ihe  Havered  ; 

Yet  fpake  ilie  feldom,  but  thought  rnor?  rhe  lefs  fhe  faid* 
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XXX. 

Her  hands  were  foul  and  dirty,  never  vvadit 
In  all  her  life,  with  long  nails  over-raught, 
Like  Puttocks  claws  :  withth'  one  of  which  fhe  fcratchi 
Her  curfed  head,  although  it  itched  nought  j 
The  other  held  a  fnake  with  venom  fraught. 
On  which  Ihe  fed,  and  gnawed  hungrily. 
As  if  that  long  fhe  had  not  eaten  ought ; 
That  round  about  her  jaws  one  might  defcry 

The  bloody  gore  and  poifon  dropping  loathfomly, 

XXXI. 

Her  name  was  Envy\  knowen  well  thereby  ; 
Whofe  nature  is  to  grieve  and  grudge  at  all 
That  ever  llie  fees  done  praife-worthily  : 
Whofe  fight  to  her  is  greateft  crofs  may  fall. 
And  vexeth  fo,  that  makes  her  eat  her  gall. 
For  when  fhe  wanteth  other  things  to  eat, 
She  feeds  on  her  own  maw  unnatural. 
And  of  her  own  foul  entrails  makes  her  meat  j 

Meat  fit  for  fuch  a  monfters  monllerous  diet. 

XXXII. 

And  if  fhe  hapt  of  any  good  to  hear. 
That  had  to  any  happily  betid, 
Then  would  fhe  inly  fret,  and  grieve,  and  tear 
Her  flefh  for  felnefs,  which  fhe  inward  hid : 
But  if  fhe  heard  of  ill  that  any  did, 
Or  harm  that  any  had,  then  would  fhe  make 
Great  chear,  like  one  unto  a  banquet  bid ; 
And  in  anothers  lofs  great  pleafure  take. 

As  Ihe  had  got  thereby,  and  gained  a  great  flake, 

XXXIII. 

The  other  nothing  better  was  than  fhe; 
Agreeing  in  bad  will  and  cankred  kind. 
But  in  bad  manner  they  did  difagree  : 
For  v/hatfo  Envy  good  or  bad  did  find, 
She  did  conceal,  and  murder  her  own  mind  % 
But  this  whatever  evil  the  conceived. 
Did  fpread  abroad,  and  throw  in  th'  open  wind. 
Yet  this  in  all  her  words  might  beperceiv'd,  [reav'd. 

That  all  fhe  fought,  was  rr^sns  good  name  to  have  be- 
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XXXIV. 

For  whatfoever  good  by  any  faid^ 
Or  doen  fhe  heard,  fhe  would  ftraightways  invent 

!    How  to  deprave,  or  fland'roufly  upbraid. 
Or  to  mifconftrue  of  a  mans  intent. 
And  turn  to  ill  the  thing  that  well  was  meant. 
Therefore  fhe  ufed  often  to  refort 

jl    To  common  haunts,   and  companies  frequent^ 

!    To  heark  what  any  one  did  good  report, 

To  blot  the  fame  with  blame,  or  v/relt  in  wicked  fort, 
XXXV. 

And  if  that  any  ill   fiie  heard  of  any^ 

She  would  it  eake,  and  make  much  worfe  by  telling, 
And  take  great  joy  to  publifll  it  to  many. 
That  every  matter  worfe  was  for  her  meliing. 
Her  name  was  hight  Detra^iion^  and  her  dwelling 
Was  near  to  Envy^  even  her  neighbour  next ; 
A  wicked  Hag,  and  £?zi7}' felf  excelling 
In  mifchief:   for  herfelf  Ihe  only  vexc : 

But  this  fame,  both  herfelf,  and  others  eke  perplext* 
XXXVI. 

tier  face  was  ugly,  and  her  mouth  diftorc, 
Foaming  with  poifon  round  about  her  gillsj 
In  which  her  curfed  tongue  (full  fharp  and  fllort) 
Appear'd  like  Afpis  fling,  that  clofely  kills, 
Or  cruelly  does  wound  whomfo  fhe  wills  : 
A  diftaff  in  her  other  hand  fhe  had, 
Upon  the  which  flie  little  fpins,  but  fpills,     - 
And  feigns  to  weave  falfe  tales  and  leafings  bad^ 
o  throv/ amongfl  the  good,which  others  had  difprad, 

XXXVII. 
hefe  two  now  had  themfelves  combin'd  in  one^ 
And  linkt  together  'gainil  Sir  Arihegal, 
For  whom  they  waited  as  his  mortal  fone, 
How  they  might  make  him  into  mifchief  fall. 
For  freeing  from  their  fnares  Irena  thrall  : 
Befides,  unto  themfelves  they  gotten  had 
A  moniler,  which  the  Blatant  Beaft  men  call  5 

i     A  dreadful  Fiend  of  Gods  and  men  ydrad, 

■Whom  they  by  Heights  allur'd,  and  to  their  pupofe  lad. 

j     Vol,  IL  U 
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XXXVIII. 

Such  were  thefe  Hags,  and  fo  iinhandfomedrefl: 
.Whom  when  they  nigh  approaching  had  efpide 
Sir  Arthegal  return'd  from  his  late  queft. 
They  both  arofe,  and  at  him  loudly  cride, 
As  it  had  been  two  fhepherds  Curs,  had  fcride 
A  ravenous  Wolf  amongtt  the  fcatter'd  flocks. 
And  Envy  firft,   as  fhe  that  firft  him  eyde. 
Towards  him  runs,  and  with  rude  flaring  locks 

About  her  ears,  does  beat  her  breafi:,  and  forhead  knocks 

XXXIX. 

Then  from  her  mouth  the  gobbet  ihe  does  take. 
The  which  whyleare  fhe  was  fo  greedily 
Devouring  \  even  that  half-gnawen  fnake. 
And  at  him  throws  it  mofl:  defpightfully. 
The  curled  Serpent,  though  ihe  hungrily 
Earft  chaw'd  thereon,  yet  was  not  all  fo  dead, 
But  that  fome  life  remained  fecretly  j 
And  as  he  pafb  afore  withouten  dread. 

Bit  him  behind,  that  long  the  mark  was  to  be  read. 

XL. 

Then  th'  other  coming  near,  'gan  him  revile. 
And  foul y  rail,  with  all  fl^e  could  invent; 
Saying,  that  he  had  with  unmanly  guile. 
And  foul  abufion  both  his  honour  blent. 
And  that  bright  fword,  the  fword  of  Jufl;ice  lent. 
Had  fl:ained  with  reproachful  cruelty. 
In  guiltlefs  blood  of  many  an  innocent : 
As  for  Grandtorto^  him  with  treachery 

And  trains  having  furpriz'd,  he  fouly  did  to  dye. 

XLI. 

Thereto  the  Blatant  Beaji,  by  them  fet  on. 
At  him  began  aloud  to  bark  and  bay. 
With  bitter  rage  and  fell  contention. 
That  all  the  woods  and  rocks  nigh  to  that  way. 
Began  to  quake  and  tremble  with  difmay ; 
And  all  the  air  rebellowed  again. 
So  dreadfully  his  hundred  tongues  did  bray. 
And  evermore  thofe  Hags  themfelves  did  pain, 

.To  fliarpen  him,and  their  own  curled  tongues  did  ftrain. 
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XLII. 

And  ftill  among,  mod  bitter  words  they  fpake. 
Mod  fhametul,  moft  unrighteous,  moft  untrue. 
That  they  the  mildefl  man  alive  would  make 
Forget  his  patience,  and  yield  vengeance  due 
To  her,  that  fo  falfe  flanders  at  him  threw. 
And  more,to  make  them  pierce  and  wound  more  deep. 
She  with  the  fting  which  in  her  vile  tongue  grew. 
Did  fharpen  them,  and  in  frefh  poifon  fceep  : 

Yet  he  paft  on,  and  feem'd  of  them  to  take  no  keep, 

XLIII. 

But  Talus  hearing  her  fo  lewdly  rail. 

And  fpeak  fo  ill  of  him,  that  well  deferv'd. 

Would  her  have  chaftiz'd  with  his  iron  flail  % 

If  her  Sir  Arthegal  had  not  preferv'd, 

And  him  forbidden,  who  his  heaft  obferv'd  i 

So  miuch  the  more  at  him  ftill  did  fhe  fcold, 

And  ftoncs  did  caft,  yet  he  for  nought  would  fwerve 

From  his  right  courfe,  but  ftill  the  way  did  hold 

To  Fairy  court,  where  what  him  fell  ftiall  elfe  be  told. 
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SIXTH     BOOK 

OF    THE 

FAIRY  QUEE 

CONTAINING 
The  legend  of  Sir  Calidorej  or  of  courtefy. 


I. 

r"|~^he  ways  through  which  my  weary  fteps  I  guide, 
J^      In  this  dehghtful  land  of  Faery, 
Are  fo  exceeding  fpacious  and  wide. 
And  fprinkled  with  fuch  fweet  variety 
Of  all  that  pleafant  is  to  ear  or  eye, 
That  I  nigh  raviiht  with  rare  thoughts  delight. 
My  tedious  travel  do  forget  thereby  -, 
And  when  1  'gin  to  feel  decay  of  might, 

It  ilrength  to  me  fupplies,  and  cheats  my  dulled  fpright. 

Such  fecret  comfort  and  fuch  heavenly  pleafures, 
Ye  facred  imps  that  on  Pernajfo  dwell, 
And  there  the  keeping  have  of  learnings  treafure^;, 
AVhich  do  all  Vv'orldly  riches  far  excell. 
Into  the  minds  of  mortal  men  do  well. 
And  goodly  fury  into  them  infufe-. 
Guide  ye  my  footifig,  and  condud:  me  well 
la  thefe  ftrange  ways  where  never  foot  did  ufe, 

N(?  noiie  can  lind^but  who  was  taught  them  by  the  Mufe. 
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III. 

Reveal  to  me  the  facred  nourfery 
Of  vertue,  which  with  you  doth  there  remain. 
Where  it  in  filver  bowre  does  hidden  lye 
From  view  of  men,  and  wicked  worlds  difdain. 
Since  it  at  firfl  was  by  the  Gods  with  pain 
Planted  in  earth,  being  deriv'd  at  firil 
From  heavenly  feeds  of  bounty  foverain. 
And  by  them  long  with  careful  labour  nurflr. 

Till  it  to  ripenefs  grew,  and  forth  to  honour  burft., 

IV. 

Amongft  them  all  grows  not  a  fairer  flowre. 
Than  is  the  bloofm  of  comely  courtefy  -, 
Which  though  it  on  a  lowly  ftalk  do  bowre. 
Yet  brancheth  forth  in  brave  nobility, 
And  fpreads  it  felf  through  all  civility  : 
Of  which,  though  prefent  age  do  plenteous  feem, 
Yet  being  matcht  with  plain  antiquity. 
Ye  will  them  all  but  feigned  (hows  efteem. 

Which  carry  colours  fair,  that  feeble  eyes  mifdeem. 

V. 

But  in  the  trial  of  true  courtefy. 

Its  now  fo  far  from  that  which  then  it  was, 
That  it  indeed  is  nought  but  forgery, 
Fafhion'd  to  pleafe  the  eyes  of  them  that  pafs, 
Which  fee  not  perfect  thmgs  but  in  a  glafs  : 
Yet  is  that  glafs  fo  gay,  that  it  can  blind 
The  wlfefb  fight  to  think  gold  that  is  brafs. 
But  vertues  feat  is  deep  within  the  mind, 

And  not  in  outward  fhows,  but  inward  thoughts  dcfin'd, 

VI, 

But  where  fhall  1  in  all  antiquity 

So  fair  a  pattern  find,  where  may  be  feen 
The  goodly  praife  of  Princely  courtefy. 
As  in  your  felf,  O  foveraine  Lady  Queen  ? 

.     In  whofe  pure  mind,  as  in  a  mirrour  fhcen, 

-    It  fhows,  and  with  her  brightnefs  doth  infiam.e 
The  eyes  of  all,  which  thereon  fixed  been  ; 
But  meriteth  indeed  a  higher  name  : 

Yet  fo  from  low  to  high  uplifted  is  your  name, 

U  3 
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VII. 

Then  pardon  me,  moft  dreaded  Soveraine, 
That  from  your  felf  I  do  this  vertue  bring. 
And  to  your  felf  do  it  return  again  : 
So  from  the  Ocean  all  rivers  fpring. 
And  tribute  back  repay  as  to  their  King. 
Right  fo  from  you  all  goodly  vertues  well 
Into  the  reft  which  round  about  you  ring. 
Fair  Lords  and  Ladies,  which  about  you  dwell. 

And  do  adorn  yoyr  court,  where  courtefjes  excel!. 


CANTO     L 

Calidore  faves  from  Maleffort 

A  Damzel  ufed  vild ; 
Doth  'vanquijh  Crudor,  and  dotb  make 

Briana  wex  more  mild. 

I. 

f  court,  it  feems,  men  courtefie  do  call. 
For  that  it  there  moft  ufeth  to  abound  *, 
^nd  well  befeemeth,  that  in  Princes  hall 
That  vertue  fliould  be  plentifully  found. 
Which  of  all  goodly  manners  is  the  ground. 
And  root  of  civil  converfation. 
Right  fo  in  Fairy  Court  it  did  redound, 
Where  courteous  Knights  and  Ladies  moft  did  wonne 

Of  all  on  earth,  and  made  a  matchlefs  paragon, 

II. 

But  'mongft  them  all  was  none  more  courteous  Knight, 
Than  Calidore,  beloved  over  all : 
In  whom  it  feems,  that  gentlenefs  of  fpright 
And  manners  mild  were  planted  naturall  •, 
To  which  he  adding  comely  guize  withall. 
And  gracious  fpeech,  did  ileal  mens  hearts  away. 
Nath'Jefs  thereto  he  was  full  ftout  and  tall. 
And  well  approv'd  in  battailous  affray,  ' 

That  him  did  much  renown,  and  far  his  fame-  difplay.  1 
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i  I"- 

':Ne  was  there  Knight,  ne  was  there  Lady  found 
In  Fairy  Court,  but  him  did  dear  embrace. 
For  his  fair  ufage  and  conditions  found. 
The  which  in  all  mens  liking  gained  place, 

'     And  with  the  greateft,  purchaft  greatefl  grace  : 

I    Which  he  could  wifely  ufe,  and  well  apply. 
To  pleafe  the  beft,  and  th'cvil  to  embafe. 
i;     For  he  loath'd  leafing  and  bafe  flattery. 
And  loved  fimple  truth,  and  ftedfaft  honeilv. 

IV. 
And  now  he  was  In  travel  on  his  way, 
I     Upon  an  hard  adventure  fore  beflad, 
Whenas  by  chance  he  met  upon  a  day 
With  Artkegal,  returning  yet  half  fad 
From  his  late  conqueft  which  he  gotten  had. 
Who  whenas  each  of  other  had  a  fight. 
They  knew  themfelves,  and  both  their  perfons  rad  : 
When  Calidore  thus  firft  ;  Hail  nobleft  Knight 
Of  all  this  day  on  ground  that  breathen  living  fpright. 

V. 
Now  tell,  if  pleafe  you,  of  the  good  fuccefs 
Which  ye  have  had  in  your  late  enterprife. 
^  To  whom  Sir  Arthegal  'gan  to  exprefs 
His  whole  exploit,  and  valorous  emprife. 
In  order  as  it  did  to  him  arife. 
Now  happy  man,  faid  then  Sir  Calidore^ 
Which  have  fo  goodly,  as  ye  can  devife, 
Atchiev'd  fo  hard  a  queft,  as  few  before  •, 
That  fhail  you  molt  renowned  make  for  evermore. 

VI. 
But  where  ye  ended  have,  now  I  begin 
To  tread  an  endlefs  trace  withouten  guide, 
Or  good  dired:ion,  how  to  enter  in. 
Or  how  to  iffue  forth  in  ways  untride. 
In  perils  ftrange,  in  labours  long  and  wide ; 
In  which  although  good  fortune  me  befall. 
Yet  fhall  it  not  by  none  be  teftifide. 
What  is  that  queft,  quoth  then  Sir  Arthegal^ 
That  you  into  fuch  perils  prefently  doth  call  ? 

U  4 
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VII. 

The  Blatant  Beajl^  quoth  he,  I  do  purfue,  ' 

And  through  the  world  incelTantly  do  chafe, 
Till  I  him  overtake,  or  t\{&  fubdue  : 
Yet  know  I  not  or  how,  or  in  what  place. 
To  find  him  out,  yet  ftill  I  forward  trace. 
What  is  this  Blatant  Beaji,  then  he  reply'd  ? 
It  is  a  monfter  bred  of  hellifh  race, 
Then  anfwer'd  he,  which  often  hath  annoy'd 

Good  Knights  and  Ladies  true,  and  many  elfedeftroy'd, 

VIII. 

Of  Cerberus  whylome  he  was  begot. 
And  fell  Chirna^ra  in  her  darkfome  den. 
Through  foul  commixture  of  his  filthy  blot; 
Where  he  was  foftred  long  in  Stygian  fen. 
Till  he  to  perfedl  ripenefs  grew,  and  then 
Into  this  wicked  world  he  forth  was  fent, 
To  be  the  plague  and  fcourge  of  wicked  men  : 
Whom  with  vile  tongue  and  venemous  intent 

He  fore  doth  wound,  and  bite,  and  cruelly  torment, 

IX. 

Then  fince  the  falvage  Ifland  I  did  leave. 
Said  Arthgal,  I  iuch  a  beaft  did  fee. 
The  which  did  feem  a  thoufand  tongues  to  have. 
That  all  in  fpight  and  malice  did  agree, 
Vv^ith  which  he  bayd  and  loudly  barkt  at  me. 
As  if  that  he  attonce  would  me  devour. 
But  I,  that  knew  my  ^g\^  from  peril  free. 
Did  nought  regard  his  malice  nor  his  powre  : 

But  he  the  more  his  wicked  poifon  forth  did  poure. 

X. 

That  furely  is  that  beaft,  faid  Calidore^ 

Which  I  purfue,  of  whom  I  am  right  glad 
To  hear  thefe  tidings,  which  of  none  afore 
Through  all  my  weary  travel  I  have  had: 
Yet  now  fome  hope  your  words  unto  me  add. 
Now  God  you  fpeed,  quoth  then  Sir  Arthegall^ 
And  keep  your  body  from  the  danger  drad : 
For  ye  have  much  ado  to  deal  withal i  ; 

Sq  both  took  goodly  leave,  and  parted  feveraJL 
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XI. 

Sir  Calidcre  thence  travelled  not  long, 
Whenas  by  chance  a  comely  Squire  he  found. 
That  thorough  fome  more  mighty  enemies  wrong. 
Both  hand  and  foot  unto  a  tree  was  bound  : 
Who  feeing  him  from  far,  with  piteous  found 
Of  his  fhrill  cries  him  called  to  his  aid. 
\    To  whom  approaching  in  that  painful  flound 
'     When  he  him  faw,  for  no  demands  he  ftaid. 
But  firft  him  loos'd,  and  afterwards  thus  to  him  faid, 

Xll. 
(Unhappy  Squire,  what  hard  mifhap  thee  brought 

ilnto  this  bay  of  peril  and  difgrace  ? 
What  cruel  hand  thy  wretched  thraldom  wrought, 
•     And  thee  captived  in  this  fnameful  place  ? 
To  whom  he  anfwer'd  thus  -,  My  haplefs  cafe 
Is  not  occafion'd  through  my  mif-defert, 
J     But  through  misfortune,  which  did  me  abafe 
I     Unto  this  fhame,  and  my  young  hope  fubvert. 
Ere  that  I  in  her  guileful  trains  was  well  expert. 

XIII. 
Not  far  from  lience,  upon  yond  rocky  hill, 
\     Hard  by  a  ftreight  there  ftands  a  caftle  ftrong. 
Which  doth  obferve  a  cuftom  lewd  and  ill, 
And  it  hath  long  maintaind  with  mighty  wrong; 
For  may  no  Knight  nor  Lady  pafs  along 
That  way  (and  yet  they  needs  muft  pafs  that  way) 
By  reafon  of  the  ftreight,  and  rocks  among, 
But  they  that  Ladies  locks  do  fliave  away. 
And  thatKnights beard  fortoll,  which  they  for  paflagepav. 

XIV. 
A.  fnameful  ufe  as  ever  I  did  hear. 
Said  Calidore,  and  to  be  overthrown. 
But  by  what  means  did  they  at  firft  it  rear. 
And  for  what  caufe  ?  tell  if  thou  have  it  known. 
Said  then  the  Squire  :  The  Lady  which  doth  own 
This  caftle,  is  by  name  Briana  hight. 
Than  which  a  prouder  Lady  liveth  none: 
She  long  time  hath  dear  lov'd  a  doughty  Knight, 
And  fought  to  win  his  lovs  by  all  the  means  ^it  might. 
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XV. 
His  name  is  Crudor,  who  through  high  difdain 
And  proud  defpight  of  his  felf-pleafing  mind, 
Refufed  hath  to  yeild  her  love  again, 
Until!  a  mantle  fhe  for  him  do  find, 
With  beards  of  Knights,  and  locks  of  Ladies  lin'd. 
Which  to  provide  fhe  hath  this  caftle  dight 
And  therein  hath  a  Senefchall  afTign'd, 
Call'd  Maleffort^  a  man  of  mickle  might. 
Who  executes  her  wicked  will,  with  worfe  defpight. 

XVI. 
He  this  fame  day,  as  I  that  way  did  come 
With  a  fair  Damzell,  my  beloved  dear. 
In  execution  of  her  JawlefTe  doom. 
Did  fet  upon  us  flying  both  for  fear : 
For  little  boots  againfl  him  hand  to  rear. 
Me  firfl  he  took,  unable  to  withftond  \ 
And  whiles  he  her  purfued  every  where. 
Till  his  return  unto  this  tree  he  bond  : 
Nc  wote  I  furely,  whether  her  he  vet  have  fond. 

XVII. 
Thus  whiles  they  fpake,  they  hear  a  ruefull  fhriek. 
Of  one  loud  crying,  which  they  llraightway  gueft 
That  it  was  fhe,  the  which  for  help  did  feek, 
Tho  looking  up  unto  the  cry  to  left, 
They  faw  that  Carle  from  far,  with  hand  unblefl 
Flaling  that  Maiden  by  the  yellow  hair. 
That  all  her  garments  from  her  fnowy  breaft. 
And  from  her  head  her  locks  he  nigh  did  tear, 
Ne  would  he  fpare  for  pity,   nor  refrain  for  fear. 

XVIII. 
W^hich  hainous  fight  when  Calidore  beheld, 

Eftfoons  he  loos'd  that  Squire,  and  fo  him  left. 
With  hearts  difmay,  and  inward  dolour  queld. 
For  to  purfue  that  villain,  which  had  reft 
That  piteous  fpoil  by  lb  injurious  theft. 
Whom  overtaking,  loud  to  him  he  cride-. 
Leave  faytor  quickly  that  mifgotten  weft. 
To  him  that  hath  it  better  jullifide. 
And  turn  thee  foon  to  him,  of  whom  thou  art  delide. 
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XIX. 

Who  hearkning  to  that  voice  bimfelf  upreard. 
And  feeing  him  fo  fiercely  towards  make, 
Againft  him  ftoutly  ran,  as  nought  afeard. 
But  rather  more  enrag'd  for  thofe  words  fake ; 

I    And  with  flern  count'nance  thus  unto  him  fpake  5 

i{    Art  thou  the  caitive  that  defied  me, 

And  for  this  Maid,  whofe  party  thou  doft  take, 
Wik  give  thy  beard,  though  it  but  Uttle  be  ? 

Yet  fhali  it  not  her  locks  for  ranfom  from  me  free, 

t  XX. 

|With  that  he  fiercely  at  him  flew,  and  layd 

On  hideous  ftrokes  with  moft  importune  might. 
That  oft  he  made  him  ftagger  as  unftayd. 
And  oft  recuile  to  fhun  his  fliarp  defpight. 
But  Calidore^  that  was  well  fkilld  in  fight. 
Him  long  forbore,  and  ftill  his  fpirit  fpar'd. 
Lying  in  wait  how  he  him  damage  might. 

I    But  when  he  felt  him  fhrink,  and  come  to  ward, 

jHe  greater  grew,  and  'gan  to  drive  at  him  more  hard- 

!  XXI. 

Like  as  a  water-ftream,  whofe  fwelling  fourfe 
Shall  drive  a  mill,  within  ilrong  banks  is  pent. 
And  long  reftrained  of  his  ready  courfe  -, 
So  foon  as  pafTage  is  unto  him  lent. 
Breaks  forth,  and  makes  his  way  more  violent, 
Siich  was  the  fury  of  Sir  Calidore^ 
When  once  he  felt  his  foe-man  to  relent  j 
He  fiercely  him  purfu'd,  and  prefled  fore, 

;Who  as  he  ftill  decayd,  fo  he  encreafed  more. 

I  XXII. 

I'The  heavy  burden  of  whofe  dreadful  might 

j      Whenas  the  Carle  no  longer  could  fuftain, 
.  Kis  heart  'gan  faint,  and  ilraight  he  took  his  flight 
Towards  the  caftle,  where  if  need  confl;rain, 

I      His  hope  of  refuge  ufed  to  remain. 

I      Whom  Calidore  perceiving  fafl:  to  fly. 

He  him  purfu'd  and  chaced  through  the  plain, 

I      That  he  for  dread  of  death  'gan  loud  to  cry 
Unto  the  ward,  to  open  to  him  haftily. 
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XXIII 

They  from  the   wall  him  feeing  fo  aghaft. 
The  gate  foon  open'd  to  receive  him  in ; 
But  Cdidore  did  follow  him  fo  fall. 
That  even  in  the  porch  he  him  did  win, 
And  cleft  his  head  afunder  to  his  chin. 
The  carcafs  tumbling  down  within  the  door. 
Did  choke  the  entrance  with  a  lump  of  fm, 
That  it  could  not  be  fhur,  whilft  Calidcre 

Did  enter  in,  and  flew  the  Porter  on  the  floor. 

XXIV. 

V^^th  that  the  refl:  the  which. the  cafble  kept. 
About  him  flockt,  and  hard  at  him  did  lay  j 
But  he  them  all  from  him  full  lightly  fwept, 
As  doth  a  Stear,  in  heat  of  fummers  day. 
With  his  long  tail  the  bryzes  brufh  away. 
Thence  pafllng  forth,  into  the  hall  he  came, 
Vv/'here  of  the  Lady  lelf  in  fad  difmay 
He  was  ymet :   who  with  uncomely  fhame 

Gan  him  falute,  and  foul  upbraid  with  faulty  blame. 

XXV. 

Falfe  traytor  Knight,  faid  fhe,  no  Knight  at  all. 
But  fcorn  of  arms,  that  haft  with  guilty  hand 
Murdred  my  men,  and  flain  my  Senefchall  ; 
Now  comeft  thou  to  rob  my  houfe  unmand. 
And  fpoil  myfelf,  that  cannot  thee  withftand  ? 
Yet  doubt  thou  not,  but  that  fome  better  Knight 
Than  thou,  that  fhall  thy  treafon  underftand. 
Will  it  avenge,  and  pay  thee  with  thy  right: 

And  if  none  do,  yet  fhame  fhall  thee  with  iliame  requight. 

XXVI. 

Much  was  the  Knight  abaflied  at  that  word  ; 
Y~et  anfwered  thus-,   Not  unto  me  the  ihame. 
But  to  the  fhameful  doer  it  afford. 
Blood' is  no  blemifh  •,  for  it  is  no  blame 
To  punifh  thofe  that  do  deferve  the  fame ; 
Bur  they  that  break,  bands  of  civility. 
And  wicked  cuftoms  make,  thofe  do  defame 
Both  noble  arms  and  gentle  courtefy. 

No  greater  fliame  to  man  than  inhumanity. 
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XXVII. 

Then  do  yourfelf,  for  dread  of  lliame  forgo 
This  evil  manner,  which  ye  here  maintain. 
And  do  inftead  thereof  mild  court'fie  fliow 

i     To  all  that  pafs.    That  iliall  you  glory  gain 

I     More  than  his  love,  which  thus  ye  feek  t'obtain. 
Wherewith  all  full  of  wrath  Ihe  thus  replide  ; 
Vile  recreant,  know  that  I  do  much  dildain 
Thy  courteous  lore,  that  doll  my  Love  deride. 

Who  fcorns  thy  idle  fcoft',  and  bids  thee  be  deiide. 

J  XXVIII. 

|To  take  defiance  at  a  Ladies  word 
Quoth  he,   I  hold  it  no  indignity ; 
But  were  he  here,  that  would  it  with  his  fword 
Abet,  perhaps  he  mote  it  dear  aby. 
Coward,  quoth  fhe,  were  not  that  thou'  wouldft  fly. 
Ere  he  do  come,  he  Ihould  be  foon  in  place. 
If  I  do  fo,  faid  he,  then  liberty 
I  leave  to  you,  for  aye  me  to  difgrace, 
Jfith  all  thole  fhames  that  earil  ye  fpake  me  to  deface. 

XXIX. 

'With  that  a  Dwarf  fhe  call'd  to  her  in  hade. 
And  taking  from  her  hand  a  ring  of  gold 
(A  privy  token  which  between  them  paft) 
Bade  him  to  fly  with  all  the  fpeed  he  could 
To  Cruder,  and  defire  him  that  he  would 
Vouchfafe  to  refcue  her  againft  a  Knight, 
Who  through  ftrong  powre  had  now  herfelf  in  hold. 
Having  late  flain  her  Senefchall  in  fight. 
And  all  her  people  murdred  with  outrageous  migaht. 

.     XXX. 
The  Dwarf  his  way  did  hafle,  and  went  all  night ; 
But  Calidore  did  with  her  there  abide 
The  coming  of  that  fo  much  threatned  Knight, 
Where  that  difcourceous  Danic  with  icornfui  pride. 
And  foul  entreaty  him  indigniiide, 
That  Iron  heart  it  hardly  could  fullain  ; 
Yet  he  that  could  his  wrath  full  wifely  guidir, 
Did  well  eruiure  her  womanifh  difdiiin, 
jAnd  didJiindclf  horn  fraii  impauenc.„*  rcfr-iiu. 
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XXXI. 

The  morrow  next,  before  the  lamp  of  light 
Above  the  earth  uprear'd  his  flaming  head, 
The  Dwarf  which  bore  that  meffage  to  her  Knightj 
Brought  anfwer  back,  that  ere  he  tafted  breadj 
He  would  her  fuccour  j  and  alive  or  dead 
Her  foe  deliver  up  into  her  hand  : 
Therefore  he  will'd  her  do  away  all  dread  j 
And  that  of  him  fhe  mote  affured  fland. 

He  fent  to  her  his  bafenet,  as  a  faithful  band. 
XXXIf. 

Thereof  full  blith  the  Lady  ftraight  became. 
And  'gan  t'augment  her  bitternefs  much  more : 
Yet  no  whit  more  appalled  for  the  fame, 
Ne  ought  difmayed  was  Sir  Calidore, 
But  rather  did  more  chearful  feetn  therefore* 
And  having  foon  his  arms  about  him  dight. 
Did  ilTue  forth  to  meet  his  foe  afore  ; 
Where  long  he  flayed  not,  whenas  a  Knight 

He  fpide  come  pricking  on  with  all  his  powre  and  mighi 
XXXIII. 

Well  weend  he  ilraight,  that  he  fhould  be  the  fame 
Which  took  in  hand  her  quarrel  to  maintain  ; 
Ne  ftayd  to  ask  if  it  were  he  by  name. 
But  coucht  his  fpear,  and  ran  at  him  amain. 
They  been  ymet  in  middeft  of  the  plain. 
With  fo  fell  fury  and  defpiteous  force. 
That  neither  could  the  others  ftroke  fuftain. 
But  rudely  roll'd  to  ground  both  man  and  horfe? 

Neither  of  other  taking  pity  nor  remorfe. 

XXXIV. 

But  Calidore  uprofe  again  full  light. 

Whiles  yet  his  foe  lay  faft  in  fenfelefs  found ; 

Yet  would  he  not  him  hurt  although  he  might : 

For  fhame  he  ween'd  a  fleeping  wight  to  wound. 

But  when  Briana  faw  that  dreary  Hound, 

There  where  fhe  flood  upon  the  caflle  wall, 

Sne  deem'd  him  fure  to  have  been  dead  on  ground  j  ; 

And  made  fuch  piteous  mourning  therewithall. 

That  from  the  battlements  fhe  ready  feem'd  to  fall.  • 
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XXXV. 

Nath'lefs  at  length  himfelf  he  did  uprear 
In  kiftlefs  wile  -,  as  if  againft  his  wili, 
Ere  he  had  flept  his  fill,  he  waken'd  were. 
And  'gan  to  ftretch  his  Hmbs  -,  which  feeling  ill 
Of  his  late  fall,  awhile  he  refled  ftill : 
But  when  he  faw  his  foe  before  in  view, 
He  fhook  off  lufkifhnefs,  and  courage  chill 
Kindling  afrefh,  'gan  battle  to  renew. 

To  prove  if  better  foot  than  horfeback  would  Qndit^ 

XXXVI. 

There  then  began  a  fearful  cruel  fray 
Betwixt  them  two  for  maiftery  of  might. 
For  both  were  wondrous  pradick  in  that  play. 
And  palling  well  expert  in  finglc  fight. 
And  both  infiam'd  with  furious  defpight: 
Which  as  it  ftill  increaft,  fo  ftill  increaft 
Their  cruel  ftrokes  and  terrible  affright ; 
Ne  once  for  ruth  their  rigour  they  releaft, 

Ne  once  to  breathe  awhile  their  angers  temped  ceaH:, 

XXXVIL 

Thus  long  they  trac'd  and  traverft  to  and  fro. 

And  tride  all  ways,  how  each  mote  entrance  make 

Into  the  life  of  his  malignant  foe  j 

They  hew*d  their  helms,  and  plates  afunder  brake. 

As  they  had  potfhards  been  ;  for  nought  mote  flake 

Their  greedy  vengeances  but  goary  blood  ; 

That  at  the  laft  like  to  a  purple  lake 

Of  bloody  gore  congeal'd  about  them  ftood. 

Which  from  their  riven  fides  forth  gufhcd  like  a  flood,  ' 

XXXVIII. 

At  length  it  chanc'd,  that  both  their  hands  on  high 
Attonce  did  heave,  with  all  their  powre  and  might. 
Thinking  the  utmoft  of  their  force  to  try, 
And  prove  the  final  fortune  of  the  fight : 
But  Calidore,  that  was  more  quick  of  fight. 
And  nimbler  handed  than  his  enemy, 
Prevented  him  before  his  firoke  could  light. 
And  on  the  helmet  fmote  him  formerly. 

That  made  him  ftoop  to  ground  with  meek  humility. 
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XXXIX. 

And  ere  he  could  recover  foot  again. 
He  following  that  fair  advantage  fall. 
His  ilroke  redoubled  with  fuch  might  and  main, 
That  him  upon  the  ground  he  groveling  caft ; 
And  leaping  to  him  light,  would  have  unlac'd 
His  helm,  to  make  unto  his  vengeance  way. 
Who  feeing  in  what  danger  he  was  plac'd, 
Cry'd  out,   Ah  mercy  Sir,  do  me  not  flay-j 

But  fave  my  life,  which  lot  before  your  foot  doth  lay* 

XL. 

With  that  his  mortal  hand  awhile  he  ftaid. 

And  having  fomewhat  calm'd  his  wrathful  heat 

With  goodly  patience,  thus  he  to  him  faid  ; 

And  is  the  boaft  of  that  proud  Ladies  threat. 

That  menaced  me  from  the  field  to  beat, 

ISJow  brought  to  this  ?  By  this  now  may  ye  learnj 

Strangers  no  more  fo  rudely  to  entreat. 

But  put  away  proud  look,  and  ufage  Hern, 

The  which  fhall  nought  to  you  but  foul  difhonour  earn* 

XLL 

For  nothing  is  more  blameful  to  a  Knight, 
That  courtfie  doth  as  well  as  arms  profefs. 
How  ever  ftrong  and  fortunate  in  fight, 
Than  the  reproach  of  pride  and  cruelnefs. 
In  vain  he  feeketh  others  to  fupprefs. 
Who  hath  not  learn'd  himfelf  firft  to  fubdue  : 
All  flefh  is  frail,  and  full  of  ficklenefs, 
Subje6t  to  fortunes  chance,  ftill  changing  new  ; 
What  haps  to  day  to  me,  to  morrow  may  to  you 
XLII. 

Who  will  not  mercy  unto  others  fliew. 
How  can  he  mercy  ever  hope  to  have  ? 
To  pay  each  with  his  own,  is  right  and  due. 
Yet  fince  ye  mercy  now  do  need  to  crave, 
I  will  it  grant,  your  hopelefs  life  to  fave. 
With  thefe  conditions,  which  I  will  propound : 
Firft  that  ye  better  fliall  yourfelf  behave 
Unto  all  errant  Knights,  wherefo  on  ground  ; 

Next  that  ve  Ladies  aid  in  everv  flead  and  ftound. 


Canto  L        TH  E  F  AI  R  Y  Q^U  E  E  N.  321 

XLIIL 

The  wretched  man,  that  all  this  while  did  dwell 
In  dread  of  death,   his  heafts  did  gladly  hear. 
And  promift  to  perform  his  precept  well. 
And  whatfoever  elfe  he  would  requere. 
So  fuffring  him  to  rife,  he  rriade  him  fvvear 
By  his  own  fword,  and  by  the  crofs  thereo^i, 
To  take  Briana  for  his  loving  Fere, 
Withouten  dowre  or  compofition  : 

But  to  releafe  his  former  foul  condition. 

xuv. 

AH  which  accepting,  and  with  faithful  oath 
Binding  himfelf  moft  firmly  to  obey. 
He  up  arofe,  how  ever  lief  or  loth, 
And  fwore  to  him  true  fealty  for  aye. 
Then  forth  he  calld  from  forrowful  difmay 
The  fad  Bruina,  which  all  this  beheld  : 
Who  coming  forth  yet  full  of  late  affray. 
Sir  Calidore  up-chear'd,  and  to  her  tell'd 

All  this  accord,  to  which  he  Crudor  had  compeld. 

XLV. 

Whereof  flie  now  more  glad,  than  forry  earft, 
Ail  overcome  with  infinite  affeft, 
For  his  exceeding  courtefie,  that  pierft 
Her  llubborn  heart  with  inward  deep  efi^efl. 
Before  his  feet  her  felf  fhe  did  projeil. 
And  him  adoring  as  her  lifes  dear  Lord, 
With  all  due  thanks,  and  dutiful  refpecl, 
Herfelf  acknovviedg'd  bound  for  that  accord. 

By  which  he  had  to  her  both  life  and  Love  reflor'd. 

XLVl. 

So  all  returning  to  the  callle  glad, 

Moll  joyfully  fne  them  did  entertain ; 

Where  goodly  glee  and  feail  to  them  (he  made, 

To  fliew  her  thankful  mind  and  meaning;  fain. 

By  all  the  means  flie  mote  it  bell  explain  : 

And  after  all,  unto  Sir  Calidore 

She  freely  gave  that  caftle  for  his  pain. 

And  her  felf  bound  to  him  for  evermore; 

So  vvondroufly  now  chang'd  from  that  fhe  was  af:jre. 
Vol. 'II.  X 
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XLVII. 

But  C^Iidors  himfelf  would  not  retain 

Nor  land  nor  fee  for  hire  of  his  good  deed ; 
But  gave  them  ftraight  unto  that  Squire  again^ 
Whom  from  her  Senefchall  he  lately  freed, 
And  to  his  Damzel,  as  their  rightful  meed, 
For  recom  pence  of  all  their  former  wrong  : 
There  he  remaind  with  them  right  well  agreed. 
Till  of  his  wounds  he  wexed  whole  and  ftrong. 

And  then  to  his  firil  quefl  he  pafied  forth  along. 


CANTO     II. 

Calidore  fees  young  Triftram  Jlay 

A  proud  difcourteous  Knight : 
He  makes  him  Squire,  and  of  him  learns 

His  ftate  and  prefent  plight. 

L 

That  vertue  is  fo  fitting  for  a  Knight, 

Or  for  a  Lady  whom  a  Knight  fhould  love. 
As  courtefie,  to  bear  themfelves  aright 
To  all  of  each  degree  as  doth  behove  ? 
For  whether  they  be  placed  high  above. 
Or  low  beneath,  yet  ought  they  well  to  know 
Their  good,  that  none  them  rightly  may  reprove 
Of  rudenefs,  for  not  yielding  what  they  owe  : 

Great  fkili  it  is  fuch  duties  timely  to  beftow. 

II. 

Thereto  great  help  Dame  Nature  felf  doth  lend  : 
F"or  fome  fo  .goodly  gracious  are  by  kind, 
That  every  action  doth  them  much  commend. 
And  in  the  eyes  of  men  great  liking  find; 
Which  others,   that  have  greater  ficill  in  mind. 
Though  they  enforce  tliemfelves,  cannot  attain. 
For  every  thing  to  v/hich  one  is  inclin'd, 
Doth  bell  beconse,  and  greateft  grace  doth  gain  : 

Yet  praile  iikewifc  delcrvegood  thewes,enforc'd  with  pain. 
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III. 

That  well  in  courteous  Calidore  appears ; 

Whofe  every  deed,  and  word  that  he  did  fay, 
Was  like  enchantment,  that  through  both  the  eyes, 
And  both  the  ears  did  fteal  the  heart  away.  i. 

He  now  again  is  on  his  former  way,  ■ 

To  follow  his  firft  queft,  whenas  he  fpide 
A  tall  young  man  from  thence  not  far  away. 
Fighting  on  foot,  as  v^ell  he  him  defcride, 

Againii  an  armed  Knight,  that  did  on  horfeback  ride. 

IV. 

And  them  befide  a  Lady  fair  he  faw, 
Standing  alone  on  foot  in  foul  array  : 
To  whom  himfelf  he  haftily  did  draw. 
To  weet  the  caufe  of  fo  uncomely  fray. 
And  to  depart  them,  if  fo  be  he  may. 
But  ere  he  came  in  place,  that  youth  had  kili'd 
That  armed  Knight,  that  low  on  ground  he  lay  ; 
Which  when  he  faw,  his  heart  was  inly  chill*d 

With  great  amazement, and  his  thought  with  wonder  fili'd, 

V. 

Him.  ftedfaflly  he  markt,  and  faw  to  be 
A  goodly  youth  of  amiable  grace, 
Yet  but  a  (lender  flip,   that  fcarce  did  fee 
Yet  feventeen  years,  but  tall  and  fair  of  face. 
That  fure  he  deem'd  him  born  of  noble  race. 
All  in  a  Woodmans  jacket  he  v/as  clad 
Of  Lincoln  green,  belaid  w^ith  filver  lace ; 
And  on  his  head  a  hood  with  aglets  fprad, 

And  by  his  fide  his  hunters  horn  he  hanging  had. 

VI. 

Bufkins  he  wore  of  coftlieft  cordwain, 

Pinkt  upon  gold,  and  paled  part  per  part. 
As  then  the  guize  was  for  each  gentle  fwain  ; 
In  his  right  hand  he  held  a  trembling  dart. 
Whole  fellow  he  before  had  lent  apart ; 
And  in  his  left  he  held  a  fharp  Bore-fpear, 
With  which  he  wont  to  launce  the  falvage  heart 
Of  many  a  Lion,  and  of  many  a  Bear 

Thac'firil  unto  his  hand  in  chafe  did  happen  near, 

X  2 
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VII.  ' 

Whom  Calidore  awhile  well  having  view'd. 

At  length  befpake  ;  What  means  this,  gentle  fwain  i 
Why  haih  thy  hand  too  bold  it  felf  embrew'd 
In  blood  of  Knight,  the  which  by  thee  is  flain  ? 
By  thee  no  Knight  -,  which  arms  impugneth  plain. 
Certes,  faid  he,  loth  were  I  to  have  broken 
The  law  of  arms ;  yet  break  it  fhould  again. 
Rather  than  let  my  felf  of  wight  be  ftroken, 

So  long  as  thefe  two  arms  were  able  to  be  wroken- 

VIII. 

For  not  I  him,  as  this  his  Lady  here 

Mav  witnefs  well,  did  offer  firft  to  wrong, 

Ne  furely  thus  unarm'd  I  likely  were  ; 

But  he  me  firft,  through  pride  and  puiflance  ftrong 

AlTaild,  not  knowing  what  to  arms  doth  long. 

Perdie  great  blame,  then  faid  Sir  Calidore^ 

For  armed  Knight  a  wight  unarm'd  to  wrong. 

But  then  aread,  thou  gentle  child,  wherefore 

Betwixt  you  two  began  this  ftrife  and  flern  uprore. 

IX. 

That  ihall  I  footh,  faid  he,  to  you  declare. 
I,  whofe  unriper  years  are  yet  unfit 
For  thing  of  weight,  or  work  of  greater  care. 
Do  fpend  my  days,  and  bend  my  carelefs  wit 
I'o  falvage  chace,  where  I  thereon  may  hit 
In  all  this  foreft,  and  wild  woody  rain  : 
Where,   as  this  day  I  was  enranging  it, 
I  chaunc'd  to  meet  this  Knight  who  there  lies  {lain. 

Together  with  this  Lady,  palling  on  the  plain. 

X. 

The  Knight,  as  ye  did  fee,  on  horfeback  was. 
And  this  his  Lady  (that  him  ill  became) 
On  her  fair  feet  by  his  horfe  fide  did  pafs 
Through  thick  and  thin,  unfit  for  any  Dame. 
Yet  not  content,  more  to  increafe  his  fhame, 
Whenfo  fhe  lagged,  as  fhe  needs  mote  fo, 
He  with  his  fpear  (that  was  to  him  great  blame) 
Would  thump  her  forward,  and  inforce  to  go. 

Weeping  to  him  in  vain,  and  making  piteous  woe. 
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XI. 

Which  when  I  faw,  as  they  me  pafled  by^ 
Much  was  I  moved  in  indignant  mind. 
And  'gan  to  blame  him  for  fuch  crueJty 

;    Towards  a  Lady,  whom  with  ufage  kind 

^    He  rather  fhould  have  taken  up  behind. 

Wherewith  he  wroth,  and  full  of  proud  difdain. 
Took  in  foul  fcorn  that  I  fuch  fault  did  find. 
And  me  in  lieu  thereof  revil'd  again, 

Threatning  to  chaftize  me,  as  doth  t'a  child  pertain. 

XII. 

Which  I  no  lefs  difdaining,  back  return*d 

I    His  fcornful  taunts  unto  his  teeth  again, 

I    That  he  ftraightway  with  haughty  choler  burn'd, 

■    And  with  his  fpear  ftrook  me  one  ftroke  or  twain  ; 
Which  I  enforc'd  to  bear,  though  to  my  pain, 
Caft  to  requite  ;  and  with  a  flender  dart. 
Fellow  of  this  I  bear,  thrown  not  in  vain, 
Strook  him,  as  feemeth,  underneath  the  heart. 

That  through  the  wound  his  fpirit  fliortly  did  depart. 

XIII. 

Much  did  Sir  Calidore  admire  his  fpeech 
Tempred  fo  well;  but  more  admir'd  the  ftroke 
That  through  the  mails  had  made  fo  ftrong  a  breach 
Into  his  heart,  and  had  fo  fternly  wroke 
His  wrath  on  him  that  firft  occafion  broke. 
Yet  refted  not,  but  further  'gan  inquire 
Of  that  fame  Lady,  whether  what  he  fpoke. 
Were  foothly  fo,  and  that  th'unrighteous  ire 

Of  her  own  Knight,  had  given  him  his  own  due  hire. 

XIV. 

Of  all  which,  whenas  fhe  could  nought  deny. 
But  clear'd  that  ftripling  of  th'imputed  blame  ; 

I    Said  then  Sir  Calidcre,  neither  will  I 

Him  charge  with  guilt,  but  rather  do  quit  claim  : 
For  what  he  fpake^  for  you  he  fpake  it,  Dame ; 
And  what  he  did,  he  did  himfelf  to  fave  :       [fhame. 
Againil  both  which,  that  Knight  wrought  Knightlefs 
For  Knights  and  all  men  this  by  nature  have. 

Towards  all  womenkind  them  kindly  to  behave. 

X  3 
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XV. 

But  fith  that  he  Is  gone  irrevocable, 
Fleafe  it  you  Lady,  to  us  to  aread, 
Vvhat  caufe  could  make  him  lb  difhonourabie. 
To  drive  you  fo  on  foot  unfit  to  tread 
And  lackey  by  him,  gainft  all  womanhead  ? 
Certes,  Sir  Knight,  laid  fhe,  full  loth  I  were 
To  raife  a  living  blame  againft  the  dead  : 
But  fith  it  me  concerns  my  felf  to  clear, 

I  will  the  truth  difcover,  as  it  chanc'd  whylere. 

XVI. 

This  day,  as  he  and  I  together  rode 
Upon  our  way  to  which  we  weren  bent. 
We  chanc'd  to  come  foreby  a  covert  glade 
Within  a  wood,  whereas  a  Lady  gent 
Sate  with  a  Knight  in  joyous  jolliment 
Of  their  frank  loves,  free  from  all  jealous  fpies  : 
Fair  was  the  Lady  fure,  that  mote  content 
An  heart  not  carried  with  too  curious  eyes. 

And  unto  him  did  Ihew  all  lovely  courtefies. 

XVII. 

Whom  when  my  Knight  did  fee  fo  lovely  fair. 
He  inly  'gan  her  Lover  to  envy. 
And  wilh  that  he  part  of  his  fpoil  might  fhare. 
Whereto  whenas  my  prefence  he  did  fpy 
To  be  a  let,  he  bade  me  by  and  by 
For  to  alight:  but  whenas  I  was  loth. 
My  Loves  own  part  to  leave  fo  fuddenly. 
He  with  ftrong  hand  down  from  his  deed  me  throw'th,! 

Andwithprefumptuous  powre  againft  thatKnight  llraightli 

XVIIL  [go'th. 

Uiiarm'd  all  was  the  Knight;  as  then  more  meet 
For  Ladies  fervice,  and  for  loves  delight. 
Than  fearing  any  foe-man  there  to  meet : 
Whereof  he  taking  odds,  ftraight  bids  him  dight  ■ 
Himfelf  to  yield  his  Love,  or  tlft  to  fight. 
W^hereat  the  other  ftarting  up  difmayc^ 
Yet  boldly  anfwer'd,  as  he  rightly  might ; 
To  leave  his  Love  he  fliould  be  ill  apaid. 

In  which  he  had  ^ood  right  gainft  all  that  it  gain-faid.    ' 
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XIX. 

Yet  fince  he  was  not  prefently  in  plight 
Her  to  defend,  or  his  to  juflify. 
He  him  requefted,  as  he  was  a  Knight, 
To  lend  him  day  his  better  right  to  try, 
Or  flay  till  he  his  arms  (which  were  thereby) 
-  ■  Might  lightly  fetch.     But  he  was  fierce  and  hot, 

Ne  time  would  give,  nor  any  terms  aby, 
:  But  at  him  flew,  and  with  his  fpear  him  fmote ; 

From  which  to  think  to  fave  himfelf,  it  booted  nor. 

XX. 

Mean  while  his  Lady,  which  this  outrage  faw, 
Whilfl  they  together  for  the  quarry  (trove. 
Into  the  covert  did  herfelf  withdraw. 
And  clofely  hid  herfelf  within  the  grove. 
My  Knight,  hers  foon  fas  feems)  to  danger  drove. 
And  left  fore  wounded  :  but  when  her  he  mift. 
He  woxe  half  mad,  and  in  that  rage  'gan  rove 
And  range  through  all  the  wood,  wherefo  he  wift 

She  hidden  was,  and  fought  her  fo  long  as  him  lift. 

XXI. 

But  whenas  her  he  by  no  means  could  find, 
After  long  fearch  and  chauff^,  he  turned  back 

s     Unto  the  place  where  me  he  left  behind  : 
There  'gan  he  me  to  curfe  and  ban,  for  Jack 

j     Of  that  fair  booty,  and  with  bitter  wrack 
To  wreak  on  me  the  guilt  of  his  own  wrong. 
Of  all  which,  I  yet  glad  to  bear  the  pack. 
Strove  to  appeafe  him,  and  perfuaded  long  : 

But  Hill  his  paffion  grew  more  violent  and  ftrong. 

XXII. 

Then  as  it  were  t'  avenge  his  wrath  on  me, 
When   forward  we  fhould  fare,  he  flat  refus'd 
To  take  me  up  (as  this  young  man  did  fee) 
Upon  his  fl:eed,  tor  no  juft  caufe  accus'd, 
But  forc'd  to  trot  on  foot,  and  foul  mifus'd  •, 
Punching  m^e  with  the  butt-end  of  his  fpcar. 
In  vain  complaining  to  be  lb  abus'd. 
For  he  regarded  neither  plaint  nor  tear, 

But  mot'C  enforc'd  my  pain ^  the  more  my  plaints  to  hear. 

X  4 
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XXIII. 

So  paiTed  we,  till  this  young  man  us  tnet ; 
And  being  mov'd  with  pity  of  my  plight. 
Spake  as  was  meet,  for  eafe  of  my  regret : 
Whereof  befell  what  now  is  in  your  fight. 
Now  fure,  then  faid  Sir  Calidore^  and  right 
Me  feems,  that  him  befell  by  his  own  fault : 
Whoever  thinks  through  confidence  of  might. 
Or  through  fupport  of  count'nance  proud  and  hault 

To  wrong  the  weaker,  oft  falls  in  his  own  affault. 

XXIV. 

Then  turning  back  unto  that  gentle  boy,  ^ 

Which  had  himfelf  fo  ftoutly  well  acquit ; 
Seeing  his  face  fo  lovely  Hern  and  coy. 
And  hearing  th'  anfwers  of  his  pregnant  wit. 
He  prais'd  it  much,  and  much  admired  it ; 
That  fure  he  weend  him  born  of  noble  blood. 
With  whom  thofe  graces  did  fo  goodly  fit  : 
And  when  he  long  had  him  beholding  ftood. 

He  burft  into  thefe  words,  as  to  him  feemed  good. 

XXV. 

FiJir  gentle  fwain,  and  yet  as  flout  as  fair. 

That  in  thefe  woods  amongft  the  Nymphs  doft  wonne, 

W^hiCh  daily  may  to  thy  fweet  looks  repair. 

As  they  are  wont  unto  Latonus  fon. 

After  his  chafe  on  woody  Cynthus  done; 

Well  may  I  certes  fuch  an  one  thee  read. 

As  by  thy  worth  thou  worthily  haft  won. 

Or  furejy  born  of  fome  heroick  fed, 

That  in  thy  face  appears,  and  gracious  goodlyhead. 

XXVI. 

But  fliould  it  not  difpleafe  thee  it  to  tell 

(Unlefs  thou  in  thefe  woods  thy  felf  conceal. 

For  love  amongft  the  woody  Gods  to  dwell ;  ) 

I  would  thy  felf  require  thee  to  reveal. 

For  dear  afiedion  and  unfeigned  zeal 

Which  to  thy  noble  perfonage  I  bear. 

And  wifh  thee  grow  in  worfhip  and  great  weal. 

For  fince  the  day  that  arms  I  firft  did  rear, 

I  never  faw  in  any,  greater  hope  appear. 
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XXVII. 

To  whom  then  thus  the  noble  youth  -,  May  be 
Sir  Knight,  that  by  difcovering  my  eftate. 
Harm  may  arife  unweeting  unto  me ; 
Nath'lefs,  fith  ye  fo  courteous  Teemed  late. 
To  you  I  will  not  fear  it  to  relate. 
Then  wote  ye  that  I  am  a  Briton  born. 
Son  of  a  King,  how  ever  thorough  fate 
Or  fortune  I  my  country  have  forlorn. 

And  loft  the  crown,which  fhould  my  head  by  right  adorn. 
XXVIII. 

And  Trifiram  is  my  name,  thp  only  heir 
Of  good  King  Meliogras,  which  did  reign 
In  Cornwale,  till  that  he  through  lifes  defpair 
Untimely  dy'd,  before  I  did  attain 
Ripe  years  of  reafon,  my  right  to  maintain. 
After  whofe  death,  his  Brother  feeing  me 
An  infant,  weak  a  kingdom  to  fuftain. 
Upon  him  took  the  royal  high  degree. 

And  fent  me,  where  him  lift,  inftrutled  tor  to  be. 

XXIX. 

The  Widow-Queen  my  mother,  which  then  hight 
Fair  Emiline,  conceiving  then  great  fear 
Of  my  frail  fafety,  rcfting  in  the  might 
Of  him,  that  did  the  kingly  fcepter  bear, 
Whofe  jealous  dread  induring  not  a  peer. 
Is  wont  to  cut  off  all  that  doubt  may  breed. 
Thought  beft  away  me  to  remove  fomewhere 
Into  fome  foreign  land,  whereas  no  need 

Of  dreaded  danger  might  his  doubtful  humour  feed* 

XXX. 

So  taking  counfel  of  a  wife  man  read. 

She  was  by  him  adviz'd,  to  fend  me  quite 
Out  of  the  country  wherein  I  was  bred. 
The  which  the  fertile  Lionefs  is  highr. 
Into  the  land  of  Fairy ^  where  no  wight 
Should  weet  of  me,  nor  work  me  any  wrong. 
To  whole  wife  read  fhe  hearkning  fent  me  ftraight 
Into  this  land,  where  I  have  wond  thus  long. 

Since  I.  was  ten  years  old,  now  grown  to  ftature  ftrong. 
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XXXI. 

All  which  my  days  I  have  not  lewdly  fpent. 
Nor  fpilt  the  blolTom  of  my  tender  years 
In  idlefs  ;  but  as  was  convenient. 
Have  trained  been  with  many  noble  Feres, 
In  gentle  thews,  and  fuch  like  feemly  leres. 
Mongft  which,   my  moil  delight  hath  always  been 
To  hunt  the  ialvage  chace  amongft  my  peres. 
Of  all  that  rangeth  in  the  foreft  green  ; 

Of  which  none  is  to  me  unknown  that  ev'r  was  feen. 

XXXII. 

Ne  is  there  Hawk  which  mantleth  her  on  pearch. 
Whether  high  towring,  or  accoafting  low. 
But  I  the  meafure  of  her  flight  do  fearch. 
And  all  her  prey  and  all  her  diet  know. 
Such  be  our  joys,  which  in  thele  forefts  grow  , 
Only  the  ufe  of  arms,  which  mofl  I  joy. 
And  fitteth  mod  for  noble  fwain  to  know, 
I  have  not  tafted  yet,  yet  paft  a  boy. 

And  being  now  high  time  thefe  ftrong  joints  to  imploy. 
XXXIII. 

Therefore  good  Sir,   fith  now  occafion  fit  i: 

Doth  fall,  whole  like  hereafter  feldom  may  | 
Let  me  this  crave,  unworthy  though  of  it, 
That  ye  will  make  me  Squire  without  delay. 
That  from  henceforth  in  battailous  array 
I  may  bear  arms,  and  learn  to  ufe  them  right ; 
The  rather  fince  that  fortune  hath  this  day 
Given  to  me  the  fpoil  of  this  dead  Knight, 

Thefe  goodly  gilden  arms,  which  I  have  won  in  fi&hf. 
XXXIV. 

All  which,  when  well  Sir  Calidore  had  heard. 

Him  much  more  now,  than  earft  he  'gan  admire. 
For  the  rare  hope  which  in  his  years  appear'd, 
And  thus  replide  ;  Fair  child,  the  high  defire 
To  love  of  arms,  which  in  you  doth  afpire, 
I  may  not  certes  without  blame  deny  ^ 
But  rather  wiih,  that  fome  more  noble  hire 
(Though  none  more  noble  than  is  chevalry  ) 

I  had  you  to  reward  with  greater  dignity,    ' . 
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XXXV. 

There  him  he  caus'd  to  kneel,  and  made  to  fwear 
Faith  to  his  Knight,  and  truth  to  Ladies  all  j 
And  never  to  be  recreant,  for  fear 
Of  peril,  or  of  ought  that  might  befall  : 
So  he  him  dubbed,  and  his  Squire  did  call. 
Full  glad  and  joyous  then  young  Trz/lram  grew. 
Like  as  a  fiowre,  whofe  filken  leaves  fmall. 
Long  fhut  up  in  the  bud  from  heavens  view,     [hue. 

At  length  breaks  forth,  and  brode  difplayes  his  fmiling 
XXXVI. 

Thus  when  they  long  had  treated  to  and  fro. 
And  Calidore  betook  him  to  depart. 
Child  Trijiram  prayd,  that  he  with  him  might  go 
On  his  adventure  •,  vowing  not  to  flart. 
But  wait  on  him  in  every  place  and  part. 
Whereat  Sir  Calidoi-e  did  much  delight. 
And  greatly  joy'd  at  his  fo  noble  heart. 
In  hope  he  fure  would  prove  a  doughty  Knight : 

Yet  for  the  time  this  anfwer  he  to  him  behight. 
XXXVII. 

Glad  would  I  furely  be,  thou  courteous  Squire, 
To  have  thy  pretence  in  my  prefent.quell. 
That  mote  thy  kindled  courage  fet  on  fire,  . 
And  flame  forth  honour  in  thy  noble  brealt : 
But  I  am  bound  by  vow,  which  I  profeft 
To  my  dread  Soveraine  when  I  it  alTayd 
That  in  atchievement  of  her  high  beheft, 
I  fhould  no  creature  join  unto  mine  aid, 

Forthy  I  may  not  grant  that  ve  fo  greatly  prayd. 
XXXVIII. 

But  fince  this  Lady  is  all  defolate, 

And  needeth  fafeguard  now  upon  her  way. 
Ye  may  do  well  in  this  her  needful  flate 
To  fuccour  her  from  danger  of  difmay  ; 
That  thankful  guerdon  may  to  you  repay. 
The  noble  Imp,  or  fuch  new  fervice  fain. 
It  gladly  did  accept,   as  he  did  fay. 
So  caking  courteous  leave,  they  parted  twain. 

And  Calidore  forih  pafTed  to  his  former  pain. 
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XXXIX. 

But  'Trifiram^  then  defpoiling  that  dead  Knight 
Ot  all  thofe  goodly  implements  of  praife. 
Long  fed  his  greedy  eyes  with  the  fair  fight 
Of  the  bright  metal,   fliining  like  Sun  rays  ; 
Handling  and  turning  them  a  thoufand  ways. 
And  after  having  them  upon  him  dight, 
He  took  that  Lady,  and  her  up  did  raife 
Upon  the  freed  of  her  own  late  dead  Knight : 

So  with  her  marched  forth,  as  Ihe  did  him  behight. 

XL. 

There  to  their  fortune,  leave  we  them  awhile. 
And  turn  we  back  to  good  Sir  Calidore-, 
"Who  ere  he  thence  had  traveld  many  a  mile, 
Came  to  the  place,   whereas  ye  heard  afore. 
This  Knight,  whom  Trijlram  flew,  had  wounded  fore 
Another  Knight  in  his  defpiteous  pride  ; 
There  he  that  Knight  found  lying  on  the  flore, 
With  many  wounds  full  perilous  and  wide. 

That  all  his  garments,  and  the  grafs  in  vermeil  dide. 

XLI. 

And  there  befide  him  fate  upon  the  ground 
His  woeful  Lady,  piteoufly  complaining 
With  loud  laments  that  mod  unlucky  ftound, 
And  her  fad  feif  with  carefViI  hand  conftraining 
To  wipe  his  wounds,  and  e^fe  their  bitter  paining. 
Which  forry  fight  when  Calidore  did  view 
With  hescvj  eyne,  from  fears  uneath  refraining. 
His  mighty  heart  their  mournful  cafe  'gan  rue. 

And  for  their  better  comfort  to  them  nigher  drew„ 

XLIi. 

Then  fpeaking  to  the  Lady,  thus  he  faid  : 

Ye  doleful  Dame,  let  not  your  grief  empeach  : 
To  tell,  what  cruel  hand  hath  thus  arraid 
This  Knight  unarm'd,  with  fo  unknightly  breach 
Of  arms,  that  if  I  yet  him  nigh  may  reach, 
I  may  avenge  him  of  fo  foul  defpight. 
The  Lady,  hearing  his  fo  courteous  fpeech, 
'Gan  rear  her  eyes  as  to  the  chearful  light. 

And  from  her  forry  heart  few  heavy  words  forth  figh't. 
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XLIII. 

In  which  fhe  lliew'd  how  that  difcourteous  Knight 
(Whom  Trijiram  flew)  them  in  that  ihadow  tound. 
Joying  together  in  unblam'd  delight. 
And  him  unarm'd,  as  now  he  Jay  on  ground, 
Charg'd  with  his  fpear,  and  mortally  did  wound 
"Wirhouten  caufe,  but  only  her  to  reave 
From  him,  to  whom  flie  was  for  ever  bound  : 
Yet  when  fhe  fled  into  tliat  covert  greave. 
He  her  not  finding,  both  them  thus  nigh  dead  did  leave. 

XLIV. 
When  Calidore  this  rueful  (lory  had 

Well  underftood,  he  'gan  of  her  demand. 
What  manner  wight  he  w^s,  and  how  yclad, 
Which  had  this  out-rage  wrought  with  wicked  hand. 
She  then,  like  as  flie  bed  could  underiland. 
Him  thus  defcrib'd,  to  be  of  ftature  large. 
Clad  all  in  gilden  arms,  with  azure  band 
Quartred  athwart,  and  bearing  in  his  targe 
A  Lady  on  rough  waves,  row'd  in  a  lummer  barge 

XLV. 
Then  'gan  Sir  Calidore  to  guefs  ftraightway. 
By  many  figns  which  flie  defcribed  had. 
That  this  was  he  whom  'Trijiram  earft  did  flay. 
And  to  her  laid  ;  Dame  be  no  longer  fad  : 
For  he  that  hath  your  Knight  fo  ill  beftad. 
Is  now  himfelf  in  much  more  wretched  plight; 
Thefe  eyes  him  faw  upon  the  cold  earth  fprad. 
The  meed  of  his  defert  for  that  dcfpight. 
Which  to  your  fel  fhe  wrought,  and  to  your  loved  Knight. 

XLVI. 
Therefore,  fair  Lady,  lay  afide  this  grief, 
j     Which  ye  have  gather'd  to  your  gentle  heart 
I     For  that  difpleafure  j  and  think  what  relief 
I     Were  beft  devife  for  this  your  Lovers  fmart, 
[    And  how  ye  may  him  hence,  and  to  v/hat  part 
j    Convey  to  be  recur'd.  She  thankt  him  dear. 
Both  for  that  news  he  did  to  her  impart, 
And  for  the  courteous  care  which  he  did  bear 
Both  TO  her  Love,  and  to  berKlfin  tiia:  f^J  drear. 
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XLVIL 

Yet  could  {he  not  devife  "by  any  wit,  I 

How  thence  fhe  might  convey  him  to  fome  place. 
For  him  to  trouble  flie  it  thought  unfit. 
That  was  a  ftranger  to  her  wretched  cafe; 
And  him  to  bear,  (he  thought  it  thing  too  bafe. 
Which  whenas  he  perceiv'd,  he  thus  befpake  ; 
Fair  Lady,  let  it  not  you  Teem  difgrace. 
To  bear  this  burden  on  your  dainty  back ; 

Myfelf  will  bear  apart,  coportion  of  your  pack. 

XLVIII. 

So  ofF  he  did  his  fhield,  and  downward  layd 
Upon  the  ground,  like  to  an  hollow  bier  ; 
And  pouring  balm,  which  he  had  long  purvayd 
Into  his  wounds,  him  up  thereon  did  rear, 
And  twixt  them  both  with  parted  pains  did  bear, 
Twixt  life  and  death,  not  knowing  what  was  done. 
Thence  they  him  carried  to  a  caftle  near. 
In  which  a  worthy  ancient  Knight  did  wonne: 

Where  what  enfu'd,  fhall  in  next  canto  be  begun. 


CANTO    IIL 

Calidore  hmgs  Prifcilla  home, 

Purfues  the  Blatant  beafi : 
Saves  Serena,  whilji  Calepinc 

By  Turpine  is  opp-reji. 

I. 

True  is,  that  whilome  that  good  Poet  faid. 
The  gentle  mind  by  gentle  deeds  is  known. 
For  man  by  nothing  is  io  well  bewrayd, 
As  by  his  manners  j  in  which  plain  is  ihown 
Of  what  degree  and  what  race  he  is  grown. 
For  feldom  itzn,  a  trotting  Stallion  get 
An  ambling  Colt,  that  is  his  proper  own  : 
So  feldom  ki^n  that  one  in  bafenefs  fee 
Dach  noble  courage  mew  with  courteous  manners  met. 
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II. 

But  evermore  contrary  hath  been  try'd. 

That  gentle  blood  will  gentle  manners  breed  ; 
As  well  may  be  in  Calidore  dtkiydi. 
By  late  enfample  of  that  courteous  deed. 
Done  to  th?.t  wounded  Knight  in  his  great  need, 
Whom  on  his  back  he  bore,  till  he  him  brouo-hc 
Unto  the.  caftle  where  they  had  decreed. 
There  of  the  Knighr,  the  which  that  caflie  ought, 
|To  make  abode  that  night  he  greatly  was  befouohr 
*  III.  "^ 

He  was  to  weet  a  man  of  full  ripe  years. 

That  in  his  youth  had  been  of  mickle  might. 
And  borne  great  fway  in  arms  amongfl:  his  peers  : 
But  now  weak  age  had  dimd  his  candle-light. 
Yet  was  he  courteous  ftill  to  every  wight. 
And  loved  all  that  did  to  arms  incline, 
And  was  the  Father  of  that  wounded  Knio-ht, 
Whom  Calidore  thus  carried  on  his  chine. 

And  Aldus  was  his  name,  and  his  Son's  Aladine 

IV. 

Who  when  he  faw  his  Son  fo  ill  bedight. 

With  bleeding  wounds,  brought  home  upon  a  bier. 

By  a  fair  Lady,  and  a  flTanger  Knight, 

Was  inly  touched  with  compaffion  dear, 

And  dear  aftedion  of  fo  doleful  drear, 

That  he  thefe  words  burft  forth  ;  Ah  forry  boy. 

Is  this  the  hope  that  to  my  hoary  hair 

Thou  brings!  aye  me!  is  this  the  timely  joy. 

Which  I  expected  long,  now  turn'd  to  fad  annov. 

V. 

Such  Is  the  weaknefs  of  all  mortal  hope ; 
So  tickle  is  the  Hate  of  earthly  things. 
That  ere  they  come  unto  their  aimed  fcope. 
They  fall  too  fliort  of  our  frail  reckonings. 
And  bring  us  bale  and  bitter  forrowing" 
Inflead  ot  comfort,  which  wc  fhould  embrace. 
This  is  the  ffate  of  Keafars'and  ot  Kiny^s. 
„    Let  none  therefore,  that  is  in  mea;ier  nTace, 

jToo  gready  grieve  ai  any  his  unlucky  cafe, 
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VI. 

So  well  and  wifely  did  that  good  old  Knight 
Temper  his  grief,  and  turned  it  to  chear. 
To  chear  his  guefls,  whom  he  had  Itayd  that  night, , 
And  make  their  welcome  to  them  well  appear  :  \ 

That  to  Sir  Calidore  was  eafy  gear ; 
But  that  fair  Lady  would  be  chear'd  for  nought. 
But  figh'd  and  forrow'd  for  her  Lover  dear, 
And  inly  did  afflift  her  penfive  thought, 

With  thinking  to  whatcafe  her  namefhould  nowbebrought 

VII. 

For  llie  was  Daughter  to  a  noble  Lord, 

Which  dwelt  thereby,  who  fought  her  to  afFy, 

To  a  great  Peer  :  but  ihe  did  difaccord, 

Ne  could  her  liking  to  his  love  apply. 

But  lov'd  this  frelh  young  Knight,  who  dwelt  her  nigh 

The  lufty  Aladine  though  meaner  born. 

And  of  lefs  livel'ood  and  Hability  ; 

Yet  full  of  valour,  the  which  did  adorn 

His  meannefs  much,  and  make  her  th'others  riches  fcorn 

VIII. 

So  having  both  found  fit  occafion. 

They  met  together  in  that  lucklefs  glade; 
Where  that  proud  Knight  in  his  prefumption 
The  gentle  Aladine  did  earft  invade. 
Being  unarm'd,  and  fet  in  fecret  fhade. 
Whereof  flie  now  bethinking,  'gan  t'advize, 
How  great  a  hazard  fhe  at  earft  had  rnade 
Of  her  good  fame  -,  and  further  'gan  devize. 

How  ihe  tlie  blame  might  falve  with  coloured  difguizi' 

IX. 

But  Calidcre  with  all  good  courtefy 

Feign'd  her  to  frolick,  and  to  put  away 

The  penfive  fit  of  her  melancholy; 

And  that  old  Knight  by  all  means  did  affiy. 

To  make  them  both  as  merry  as  he  may. 

So  they  the  evening  paft,  till  time  of  reft ; 

When  Calidcre  in  fecmiy  good  array 

Unto  his  bowre  was  brought,  and  there  undreil,  - 

Did  deep  all  night  through  weary  travel  o.^  his  qudl. 
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X. 
But  fa.\r  Pnf a  I  la  (fo  that  Lady  highc) 

Would  to  no  bed,  nor  take  no  kindly  fleep. 
But  by  her  wounded  Love  did  v/atch  all  night. 
And  all  the  night  for  bitter  anguilh  weep, 
And  with  her  tears  his  wounds  did  wafh  and  deep. 
So  well  (he  wafht  them,  and  fo  well  fhe  watcht  him. 
That  of  the  deadly  fwoiind,  in  which  full  deep 
He  drenched  was,   fhe  at  the  length  difpatcht  him. 
And  drove  away  the  Icound,  which  mortally  attachthima 

XL 
The  morrow  next  when  day  'gan  to  up-look. 
He  alio  'gan  up-Jook  with  dreary  eye. 
Like  one  that  out  of  deadly  dream  av/ook ; 
Where  v/hen  he  faw  his  fair  Fri/cil/a  by. 
He  deeply  figh'd,  and  groaned  inwardly, 
To  think  of  this  ill  (late,  in  which  Hie  flood. 
To  which  (he  for  his  fake  had  weetingly 
Now  brought  her  felf,  and  blam'd  her  noble  blood  ; 
For  firif,  next  after  life,  he  tendered  her  good, 
I  XII. 

I  Which  fhe  perceiving,  did  with  plenteous  tears 
I      His  cafe  more  than  her  own  companionate, 
I      Forgetful  of  her  ov^^n,  to  mind  his  fears: 

So  both  confpiring,   'gan  to  intimate 
;■   Each  others  grief  with  zeal  aifeftionate. 

And  'twixt  them  twain  with  equal  care  to  caft, 
How  to  fave  whole  her  hazarded  eftate ; 
For  which  the  only  help  now  left  them  laft 
Seem'd  to  be  Calniore:  all  other  helos  were  paft. 

XIII. 
Him  they  did  deem,  as.fure  to  them  he  feem'd, 
A  courteous  Knight,  and  full  of  faithful  trufl  : 
Therefore  to  him  their  caufe  they  beft  eileem'd 
Whole  to  commit,  and  to  his  dealing  juft. 
Early,  fo  foon  as  'Titans  beams  forth  bruft 
Through  the  thick  clouds,  in  which  they  fteeped  lay 
All  night  in  darknefs,  dull'd.  with  iron  rult, 
Calidore  rifing  up  as  frefli  as  day, 
'Gan  frefhly  him  addrefs  unto  his  former  way. 
Vol.  II.  Y 
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XIV. 

But  firft  him  feemed  fit^  that  wounded  Knight 
To  vifit,  after  this  nights  per'lous  pafs. 
And  to  falute  him,  if  he  were  in  plight. 
And  eke  that  Lady  his  fair  lovely  Lafs. 
There  he  him  found  much  better  than  he  was. 
And  moved  fpeech  to  him  of  things  of  courfe. 
The  anguiOi  of  his  pain  to  over-pafs  : 
Mongft  which  he  namely  did  to  him  difcourfe. 

Of  former  davs  miihap,  his  forrows  wicked  fourie, 

XV. 

Of  which  occafion  Aldine  taking  hold, 

'Gan  break  to  him  the  fortunes  of  his  Love, 
And  all  his  difadventures  to  unfold  ; 
That  Calidore  it  dearly  deep  did  move. 
In  th'end  his  kindly  courtefie  to  prove. 
He  him  by  all  the  bands  of  love  befought. 
And  as  it  mote  a  faithful  friend  behove, 
To  fafe-conducl  his  Love,  and  not  for  ought 

To  leave,  till  to  her  Fathers  houfe  he  had  her  brought. 

XVI. 

Sir  Calidore  his  faith  thereto  did  plight. 
It  to  perform  :  fo  after  little  ftay. 
That  flie  herfelf  had  to  the  journey  dight. 
He  pafTed  forth  with  her  in  fair  array, 
Fearlefs,  who  ought  did  thinkj  or  ought  did  fay, 
Sith  his  own  thought  he  knew  moft  clear  from  wite. 
So  as  they  paft  together  on  their  way,  - 
He  'gan  devife  this  counter  cad  of  flight 

To  give  fair  colour  to  that  Ladies  caufe  in  fight. 

XVII. 

Straight  to  the  carcafs  of  that  Knight  he  went. 
The  caufe  of  all  this  ev^ij,  who  was  flain 
The  day  before  by  juft  avengement 
Of  nohltTriJlr am,  v/here  it  did  remain  : 
There  he  the  neck  thereof  did  cut  in  twain. 
And  took  with  him  the  head,  the  fign  of  fhamc. 
So  forth  ~he  pafTed  thorough  that  day's  pain. 
Till  to  that  Ladies  Fathers  houfe  he  came, 

Moiipenfive  man,  through  fear,  what  of  his  child  became,. 
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XVIIL 

There  he  arriving  boldly,  did  prefent 
The  fearful  Lady  to  her  Father  dear, 
Moft  psrfed  pure,  and  guiltlefs  innocent 
Of  blame,  as  he  did  on  his  knighthood  fv/ear. 
Since  firft  he  faw  her,  and  did  free  from  fear 
Of  a  difcourteous  Knight,  who  her  had  reft. 
And  by  outrageous  force  away  did  bear  : 
Witnefs  thereof  he  fhew'd  his  head  there  left. 

And  wretched  life  forlorn  for  vengement  of  his  theft, 

XIX. 

Moft  joyful  man  her  Sire  was  her  to  fee, 

And  hear  th'  adventure  of  her  late  mifchance ; 

And  thoufand  thanks  to  Calidore  for  fee 

Of  his  large  pains  in  her  deliverance  , 

Did  yield  ;  Ne  lefs  the  Lady  did  advance. 

Thus  having  her  reftored  truftily. 

As  he  had  vow'd,  fome  fmall  continuance 

He  there  did  make,  and  then  moft  carefully 

Unto  his  firft  exploit  he  did  himfelf  apply. 

XX. 

So  as  he  was  purfuing  of  his  queft, 

He  chanc'd  to  come  whereas  a  jolly  Knight,  '  - 

In  covert  fhade  himfelf  did  fafely  reft. 
To  folace  with  his  Lady  in  delight : 
His  warlike  arms  he  had  from  him  tJndight ; 
For  that  himfelf  he  thought  from  danger  free, 
And  far  from  envious  eyes  that  mote  him  fpight, 
And  eke  the  Lady  was  full  fair  to  fee, 
I  'And  courteous  withall,  becoming  her  degree. 

XXI. 

To  whom  Sir  Calidore  approaching  nigh. 
Ere  they  were  well  aware  of  living  wight. 
Them  much  abaftit,  but  more  himfelt  thereby, 
That  he  fo  rudely  did  upon  them  light. 
And  troubled  had  their  quiet  loves  delight.  ' 
Yet  fince  it  was  his  fortune,  not  his  fault, 
Himfelf  thereof  he  laboured  to  acquite, 
And  pardon  crav'd  for  his  fo  rafli  default. 

That  he  *gainft  courtefy  fo  fouly  did  default. 

Y   2 
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XXII. 

With  which  his  gentle  words  and  goodly  wit, 

He  foon  allay'd  that  Knights  conceiv'd  difpleafure, 

'   That  he  belbughtbim  down  by  him  to  fit, 
That  they  mote  treat  of  things  abroad  at  leifure  ; 
And  of  adventures,  which  had  in  his  meafure 
Of  fo  long  ways  to  him  befallen  late. 
So  down  he  fate,  and  with  delightful  pleafure 
His  long  adventures  'gan  to  him  relate, 

Which  he  endured  had  through  dangerous  debate. 

XXIII. 

Of  which  whilll  they  difcourfed  both  together. 
The  fair  Serena  (fo  his  Lady  hight) 
Allur'd  with  mildnefs  of  the  gentle  weather, 
And  pleafance  uf  the  place,  the  whiclfwas  dight 
With  divers  flowres  diftind  with  rare  delight  j 
Wandred  about  the  fields,  as  liking  led 
Her  wavering  lufl  after  her  wandring  fight. 
To  make  a  girlond  to  adorn  her  head. 

Without  fufped:  of  ill  or  dangers  hidden  dread. 

XXIV. 

All  fudainly  out  of  the  foreft  near 

Tht  Bhtfjit  Beq/i,  forth  rufhing  unaware. 
Caught  her  thus  loofely  wandring  here  and  there^ 
And  in  his  wide  great  mouth  away  her  bare. 
Crying  aloud,  to  Ihew  her  fad  misfare 
Unto  the  Knights,  and  calling  ofc  for  ayd  5 
,  Who  with  the  horrour  of  her  haplefs  care 
Haftily  ftarting  up,  like  men  difmay'd. 

Ran  after  fafi,  to  relcue  the  diftreffed  Maid. 

XXV. 

The  beafl:  with  their  purfuit  incited  more. 
Into  the  wood  was  bearing  her  apace 
For  to  have  fpoilcd  her,  when  Calidore 
Who  was  m,ore  light  of  foot  and  fvvift  in  chace,' 
Him.  over-took  in  middeft  of  his  race  . 
And  fiercely  charging  him  with  all  his  might, 
Forc'd  to  forgo  his  prey  there  in  the  place. 
And  to  betake  himfelf  to  fearful  flight  j 
For  he  durll  not  abide  with  Calidote  to  fight. 
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XXVI. 
Who  nathelefs,  when  he  the  Lady  faw 

There  left  on  ground,  though^in  full  evil  plight. 
Yet  knowing  that  her  Knight  now  near  did  draWj 
Stayd  not  to  fuccour  her  in  that  affright, 
'  But  follow'd  fall  the  nionfter  in  his  flight : 
Through  woods  and  hills  he  follow'd  him  fo  fad. 
That  he  n'ould  let  him  breathe  nor  gather  fpright, 
Butforc'd  him  gape  and  gafp,  with  dread  aghafr. 
As  if  his  lungs  and  lites  were  nigh  afunder  braft. 

XXVII. 
And  now  by  this.  Sir  Cafepine  (lb  hight) 
■■■■^  Came  to  the  place,  where  he  his  Lady  found 
In  dolorous  difmay  and  deadly  plight. 
All  in  gore  blood  there  tumbled  on  the  ground, 
'.    Having  both  fides  through  grip'd  with  griefly  wound. 
His  weapons  foon  from  him  he  threw  away ; 
And  ftooping  down  to  her  in  drery  fwound. 
Up  rear'd  her  from  the  ground,  whereon  fhe  ]ay, 
And  in  his  tender  arms  her  forced  up  to  flay. 

XXVIII. 
i  So  well  he  did  his  bufie  pains  apply, 
j      That  the  faint  fprite  he  did  revoke  againj 
\      To  her  frail  manfion  of  mortality. 

Then  up  he  took  her  'twixt  his  armes  twain. 
And  fetting  on  his  fteed,  her  did  fuftain 
With  careful  hands  foft  footing  her  befide, 
j      Till  to  fome  place  of  reft  they  mote  attain, 
I      Where  fhe  in  fafe  afTu ranee  mote  abide, 
j  Till  flie  recured  were  of  thofe  her  woundes  wide. 

XXIX. 
Now  whenas  Vha:hus  with  his  fiery  wain 
i      Unto  his  Inn  began  to  draw  apace  ; 

Tho  wexing  weary  of  that  toilfome  pain. 
In  travelling  on  foot  fo  long  a  fpace, 
Not  wont  on  foot  with  heavy  arms  to  trace, 
Down  in  a  dale  forby  a  rivers  fide. 
He  chanc'd  to  fpy  a  fair  and  ftately  place. 
To  which  he  meant  his  weary  fteps  to  guide, 
\  In  hope  there  for  his  Love  fome  fuccour  to  provide. 

Y3 
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XXX. 

But  coming  to  the  rivers  fide,  he  found 
That  hardly  pafTable  on-  foot  it  was : 
Therefore  there  ftill  he  flood  as  in  a  flound, 
Ne  wilt  which  way  he  through  the  ford  mote  pafs. 
Thus  whilft  he  was  in  this  diftreffed  cafe, 
Devifing  what  to  do,  he  nigh  efpide 
An  armed  Knight  approaching  to  the  place, 
"With  a  fair  Lady  linked  by  his  fide, 

The  which  themfel^es  prepar'd  thorough  the  ford  to  ride. 

XXXI. 

Whom  Calepine  faiuting  (as  became) 
Eefought  of  courtefie  in  that  his  need 
(For  lafe  conducing  of  his  fickly  Dame, 
Through  that  fame  perilous  ford  with  better  heed) 
To  take  him  up  behind  upon  his  fteed : 
To  whom  that  other  did  this  taunt  return ; 
Perdy  thou  peafant  Knight  mightft  rightly  read 
Mc  then  to  be  full  bafe  and  evil  born, 

If  I  would  bear  behind  a  burden  of  fuch  fcorn. 

XXXil. 

But  as  thou  haft  thy  fteed  forlorn  with  fhame. 
So  fare  on  foot  till  thou  another  gain. 
And  let  thy  Lady  likewife  do  the  fame. 
Or  bear  her  on  thy  back  with  pleafing  pain, 
And  prove  thy  manhood  on  the  billows  vain. 
With  which  rude  fpeech  his  Lady  much  difpleas'd^^ 
Did  him  reprove,  yet  could  him  not  reftrain, 
And  would  en  her  own  palfrey  him  have  eas'd. 

For  pity  of  his  Dame,  whom  fhe  faw  fo  difeas'd. 

XXXIIL 

Sir  Calepine  htx  thankt;  yet  inly  wroth 
Againlt  her  Knight,  her  gentlenefs  refus'd, 
And  carelefly  into  the  river  go'th, 
As  in  defpight  to  be  fo  foul  abus'd 
Of  a  rude  churl,  whom  ofcen  he  accus'd 
Of  foul  difcourtefy,  unfit  for  Knight; 
And  ftrongty  wading  through  the  waves  unus'd, 
With  fpear  in  th'one  hand,  ftayd  himfelf  upright, 

With  th'  other  ftayd  his  Lady  up  with  fteddy  might. 
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XXXIV. 

And  all  the  while,  that  fame  difcourteous  Knight. 
Stood  on  the  further  bank  beholding  him. 
At  whofe  calamity,  for  more  defpight. 
He  laught,  and  mockt  to  fee  him  like  to  fwim. 
But  whenas  Calepine  came  to  the  brim, 
And  faw  his  carriage  paft  that  peril  well. 
Looking  at  that  fame  Carle  with  count'nance  grim, 

-    His  heart  with  vengeance  inwardly  did  fwell. 

And  forth  at  lail  did  break  in  fpeeches  fharp  and  fell, 
XXXV. 

Unknightly  Knight,  the  blemifh  of  that  name, 
And  blot  of  all  that  arms  upon  them  take. 
Which  is  the  badge  of  honour  and  of  fame, 
Lo  I  defie  thee,  and  here  challenge  make. 
That  thou  for  ever  do  thofe  arms  forfake  ; 
And  be  for  ever  held  a  recreant  Knight, 
Unlefs  thou  dare  for  thy  dear  Ladies  fake. 
And  for  thine  own  defence  on  foot  alight. 

To  juftify  thy  fault  'gainft  me  in  equal  fight. 
XXXVI. 

The  daftard,  that  did  hear  himfelf  defide, 

Seein'd  not  to  weigh  his  threatful  words  at  all. 
But  laught  them  out,  as  if  his  greater  pride 
Did  fcorn  the  challenge  of  fo  bale  a  thrall : 
Or  had  no  courage,  or  elfe  had  no  gall. 
So  much  the  niore  was  Calepine  offended, 
That  him  to  no  revenge  he  forth  could  call. 
But  both  his  challenge  and  himfelf  contemned, 

Ne  cared  as  a  coward  fo  to  be  condemned. 
XXXVII. 

But  he  nought  weighing  what  he  faid  or  did. 
Turned  his  fleed  about  another  v/ay. 
And  with  his  Lady  to  the  caftle  rid, 
V/here  was  his  wonne  i  ne  did  the  other  flay. 
But  after  went  diredly  as  he  may, 
For  his  fick  charge  fome  harbour  there  to  feek  j 
Where  he  arriving  with  the  fall  of  day. 
Drew  to  the  gate,  and  there  with  prayers  meek. 

And  mild  entreaty  lodging  did  for  her  befeek., 

Y  4 
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XXXVIII. 

But  the  rude  Porter,  that  no  manners  had. 
Did  Ihut  the  gate  againft  him  in  his  face. 
And  entrance  boldly  unto  him  forbad; 
Nathelefs  the  Knight,  now  in  fo  needy  cafe, 
'Gan  him  entreat  ev'n  with  fubmifiion  bafe. 
And  humbly  prayd  to  let  them  in  that  night : 
Who  to  him  anfwer'd,  that  there  was  no  place 
Of  lodging  fit  for  any  errant  Knight, 

Unlefs  that  v/ith  his  Lord  he  formerly  did  fight. 

XXXIX. 

Full  loth  am  I,  quoth  he,  as  now  at  earft, 
V/hen  day  is  fpent,  and  reft  us  needeth  mofl. 
And  that  this  Lady,  both  whofe  lides  are  pierfl 
With  wounds,  is  ready  to  forgo  the  gholl : 
Ne  would  I  gladly  combat  with  mine  hoft. 
That  fhould  to  me  fuch  courcefy  afford, 
Unlefs  that  I  were  thereunto  enforft. 
I  But  yet  aread  to  me,  how  hight  thy  Lord, 

That  doth  thus  flronely  ward  the  cailie  of  the  ford. 

XL. 

His  name  quoth  he,  if  that  thou  lift  to  learn. 
Is  hight  Sir  Turpine^  one  of  mickie  nnght. 
And  manhood  rare,   but  terrible  and  ilern 
In  all  affays  to  every  errant  Knight, 
Becaufe  of  one,  that  wrought  him  foul  defpight. 
Ill  feems  faid  he,  if  he  fo  valiant  be, 
That  he  fliould  be  fo  ftern  to  ftranger  wight : 
For  fcldom  yet  did  living  creature  fee. 

That  courtefy  and  manhood  ever  difagree. 

XLI. 

But  go  thy  ways  to  him,  and  from,  me  fay. 
That  here  is  at  his  gate  an  errant  Knight, 
That  houfe-room  craves,  yet  would  be  loth  t'aifay 
The  proof  of  battle,  now  m  doubtful  night. 
Or  courtefy  with  rudenefs  to  requite  : 
Yet  if  he  needs  will  fight,  crave  leave  till  morn. 
And  tell  (withallj  the  lamentable  plight, 
In  which  this  Lady  languifheth  forlorn. 

That  pity  (Tives,  as  he  ot  woman  was  yborn. 
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XLII. 

The  Groom  went  ftraightway  in,  and  to  his  Lord 

Declar'd  tlie  meffage,  which  that  Knight  did  move : 
,  Who  fitting  with  his  Lady  then  at  bord, 

.    Not  only  did  not  his  demand  approve. 
But  both  himfelf  revil'd,  and  eke  his  Lovc; 

'    A] be  his  Lady,  that  Biandina  hight. 
Him  of  ungentle  ufage  did  reprove 
And  earneilly  entreated  that  they  might 

Find  favour  to  be  lodged  there  for  that  fame  night. 

XLIII. 

Yet  would  he  not  perfuaded  be  for  ought, 
Ne  from  his  currifh  will  awhit  reclaim. 
Which  anfwer  when  the  Groom,  returning  brouo-ht 
To  Cakpine,  his  heart  did  inly  flame 
W^ith  wrathful  fury  for  fo  foul  a  fliame. 
That  he  could  not  thereof  avenged  be : 
But  moil  for  pity  of  his  dearelt  Dame, 
Whom  now  in  deadly  danger  he  did  fee  ; 

Yet  had  no  means  to  comfort,  nor  procure  her  glee. 

XLIV. 

But  all  in  vain  -,  for  why,  no  remedy 
He  faw  the  prefent  mifchief  to  redrefs. 
But  th'utmoft  end  perforce  for  to  aby. 
Which  that  nights  fortune  would  for  him  addrefs. 
So  down  he  took  his  Lady  in  diftrefs. 
And  layd  her  underneath  a  bufh  to  fleep, 
Cover'd  with  cold,  and  wrapt  in  wretchednefs. 
Whiles  he  himfelf  all  night  did  nought  but  weep. 

And  wary  v/atch  about  her  for  her  iafeguard  keeo, 

XLV.  ^ 

The  morrow  next,  fo  foon  as  joyous  day 

-    Did  fhew  icfelf  in  funny  beams  bedightj 
-  Serena  fuW  of  dolorous  difmay, 

,     'Twixt  darknefs  dread,  and  hope  of  living  lights 
LTprear'd  her  head  to  fes  that  chearful  fight. 
Then  Cakpine^  however  inly  wroth, 
And  greedy  to  avenge  chat  vile  defpigbt ; 
Yet  for  the  feeble  Ladies  fake,  full  loth 

To  make  there  longer  itay,  forth  on  his  journey  go*th. 
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XLVI. 

He  go*th  on  foot  all  armed  by  her  fide, 
Upftaying  fliil  her  felf  upon  her  ftecd. 
Being  unable  elfe  alone  to  ride ; 
So  fore  her  fides,  fo  much  her  wounds  did  bleed  : 
Till  that  at  length,  in  his  extreamelt  need. 
He  chanc'd  far  off  an  armed  Knight  to  fpy, 
Purfuing  him  apace  with  greedy  fpeed  j 
Whom  well  he  wift  to  be  fome  enemy. 

That  meant  to  make  advantage  of  his  mifery. 

XLVII. 

"Wherefore  he  flay d,  till  that  he  nearer  drew. 
To  weet  what  iffue  would  thereof  betide. 
Tho  whenas  he  approached  nigh  in  view. 
By  certain  figns  he  plainly  him  defcride 
To  be  the  man,  that  with  fuch  fcornful  pride 
Had  him  abus'd,  and  fliamed  yefterday. 
Therefore  mifdoubting,  left  he  fhould  mifguid^ 
His  former  maHce  to  fome  new  affay. 

He  caft  to  keep  himfelf  fo  fafely  as  he  may. 

XLVIII. 

By  this  the  other  came  in  place  likewife  ; 

And  couching  clofe  his  fpear  and  all  his  powre. 

As  bent  to  fome  malicious  enterprife. 

He  bade  him  (land,  t'abide  the  bitter  lloure 

Of  his  fore  vengeance,  or  to  make  avour 

Of  the  lewd  words  and  deeds  which  he  had  done  : 

"With  that  ran  at  him,  as  he  would  devour 

His  lite  attonce  •,  who  nought  could  do,  but  Ihun 

The  peril  of  his  pride,  or  elfe  be  over- run. 

XLIX. 

Yet  he  him  ftill  purfu'd  from  place  to  place, 

,      With  full  intent  him  cruelly  to  kill,^ 

And  like  a  wild  Goat  round  about  did  chace. 
Flying  the  fury  of  his  bloody  will. 
But  his  beft  fuccour  and  refuge  was  ftill 
Behind  his  Ladies  back ;  who  to  him  cride. 
And  called  oft  with  prayers  loud  and  ihrill. 
As  ever  he  to  Lady  v\^as  ajffide, 

To  fpare  her  Knight,  and  reft  with  reafon  pacifide. 
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L. 

But  he  the  more  thereby  enraged  was, 

,    And  with  more  eager  felncfs  him  purfu'd : 

I    So  that  at  length,  after  long  weary  chace, 

j    Having  by  chance  a  clofe  advantage  view'd, 

j   He  over-raught  him,  having  long  efchew'd 

i   His  violence  in  vain  ;  and  with  his  fpear 

:    Strook  through  his  fhoulder,  that  the  blood  enfu'd 

i    In  great  aboundance,  as  a  Well  it  were. 

That  forth  out  of  an  hill  frefh  gufhing  did  appear. 

LI. 
ifet  ceas'd  he  not  for  all  that  cruel  wound, 
i   But  chac'd  him  ftill,  for  all  his  Ladies  cry-. 
Not  fatisfide  till  on  the  fatal  ground 
He  faw  his  life  pour'd  forth  defpiteoufly : 
The  which  was  certes  in  great  jeopardy, 
Llad  not  a  wondrous  chance  his  refcue  wrought. 
And  faved  from  his  cruel  villany. 
Such  chances  oft  exceed  all  human  thought : 
Chat  in  another  canto  ihall  to  end  be  brought. 


CANTO    W. 

Calepine  I?y  a  f ah  age  man 

From  Turpine  refcii'd  is ; 
And  whilji  an  Infant  from  a  Bear 

He  favcs^  his  Love  doth  mifs. 

I  ■         .    .        ^- 

j    ike  as  a  fhip  with  dreadful  ftorm  long  toft, 

^  Having  fpent  all  her  m.afts  and  her  ground-hold. 

Now  far  from  harbour  likely  to  be  loft. 
ji   At  laft  fome  fiflier-bark  doth  near  behold, 
I   That  giveth  comfort  to  her  courage  cold  :  • 

?lj    Such  was  the  itate  of  this  moil  courteous  Knight, 
I    Being  opprefled  by  that  Fay  tour  bold, 
i    That  he  remained  in  mod  per'lous  plight, 
i^nd  his  iad  L»ady  left  in  pitiful  affright. 
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II. 

Till  that  by  fortune  pafTing  all  forefight, 

A  falvage  man,  which  in  thofe  woods  did  wonne. 
Drawn  with  that  Ladies  loud  and  piteous  fhright. 
Toward  the  fame  incefiantly  did  rone. 
To  underftand  what  there  was  to  be  done. 
There  he  this  moft  difcourteous  craven  found, 
As  fiercely  yet,  as  when  he  firft  begun. 
Chafing  the  gentle  Calepine  around, 

Ne  fparing  him  the  more  for  all  his  grievous  wound. 

HI. 

The  falvage  man,  that  never  till  this  hour 
Did  tafte  of  pity,  neither  gentlefs  knew. 
Seeing  his  fharp  afTault  and  cruel  ftour 
Was  much  emmoved  at  his  perils  view; 
That  even  his  ruder  heart  began  to  rue. 
And  feel  compafiion  of  his  evil  plight, 
Againft  his  foe,  that  did  him  fo  purfue  : 
From  whom  he  meant  to  free  him,  if  he  might. 

And  him  avenge  of  that  fo  villainous  defpight. 

IV. 

Yet  arms  or  weapon  had  he  none  to  fight, 
Ne  knew  the  ufe  of  warlike  inftruments. 
Save  fuch  as  fudden  rage  him  lent  to  fmite ; 
But  naked  without  needful  veftiments. 
To  clad  his  corpfe  with  meet  habiliments. 
He  cared  not  for  dint  of  fword  nor  fpear. 
No  more  than  for  the  llrokes  of  ftraws  or  bents  : 
For  from  his  mothers  womb,  which  him  did  bear. 

He  was  invulnerable  made  by  magick  lear. 

V. 

He  ftayd  not  to  advife  which  way  were  befl 
His  foe  t'affail,  or  how  himfelf  to  guard  ; 
But  with  fierce  fury  and  with  force  infeft 
Upon  him  ran  :  who  being  well  prepar'd  : 
His  firft  afTault  full  warily  did  ward, 
And  v/ith  the  pufli  of  his  iliarp-pointed  fpear 
Full  on  the  breaft  him  ftrook,  fo  flrong  and  hard, 
That  forc'd  him  back  recoil,  and  reel,  arear  j 

Yet  in  his  body  made  no  wound  nor  blood  appear. 
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VI. 

With  that,  the  wild  man  more  enraged  grew, 
Like  to  a  Tyger  that  hath  mill  his  prey,    s 
And  with  mad  mood  again  upon  him  flew. 
Regarding  neither  fpear  that  mote  him  flay. 
Nor  his  fierce  fteed,  that  mote  him  muchdifmay. 
The  falvage  nation  doth  all  dread  defpife  : 
Tho  on  his  ih'itld  he  griple  hold  did  lay. 
And  held  the  fame  fo  hard,  that  by  no  wife 

He  could  him  force  to  loofe,  or  leave  his  enterprife. 

VII. 

Long  did  he  wrefl  and  wring  it  to  and  fro. 
And  every  way  did  try,  but  all  in  vain ; 
For  he  would  not  his  greedy  gripe  forego. 
But  hall'd  and  pulld  vv^ith  all  his  might  and  main. 
That  from  his  fteed  him  nigh  he  drev/  again. 
Who  having  now  no  ufe  ot  his  long  fpear, 

;     So  nigh  at  hand,  nor  force  his  fliield  to  ftrain,  ' 
Both  ipear  and  Ihield,  as  things  that  needlefs  were. 

He  quite  forfook,  and  fled  himfelf  away  for  fear.  ■ 

VIII. 

But  after  him  the  wild  man  ran  apace. 
And  him  purfued  with  importune  fpeed  : 
(For  he  was  fwift  as  any  Buck  in  chace ) 

.    And  had  he  not  in  his  extreameft  need, 
.  Been  helped  through  the  fwifcnefs  of  his  fteed. 
He  had  him  overtaken  in  his  flight. 
Who  ever  as  he  faw  him  nigh  fucceed, 
Gan  cry  aloud  with  horrible  affright. 

And  flirieked  out ;  a  thing  uncomely  for  a  Knight. 

IX. 

But  when  the  Salvage  faw  his  labour  vain. 
In  following  of  him  that  fled  fo  faft. 
He  weary  woxe,  and  back  returned  again 
With  fpeed  unto  the  place,  whereas  he  Jaft 
Had  lett  that  couple,  near  their  utmoft  call:. 
There  he  that  Knight  full  forely  bleeding  found. 
And  eke  the  Lady  fearfully  aghaft. 
Both  for  the  peril  of  the  prefent  ftound. 

And  aifo  for  the  fharpnefs  of  her  rankling  wound. ' 
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X- 

For  though  fhe  were  right  glad,  fo  rid  to  be 

From  that  vile  Lofell,  which  her  late  offended  i 
Yet  now  no  lefs  encombrance  fhe  did  fee. 
And  peril  by  this  Salvage-man  pretended  ; 
Gainft  whom-  fhe  faw  no  means  to  be  defended. 
By  reafon  that  her  Knight  was  wounded  fore. 
Therefore  herfelf  fhe  wholly  recommended 
To  Gods  fole  grace,  whom  flie  did  oft  implore. 

To  fend  her  fuccour,  being  of  all  hope  forlore. 

XI. 

But  the  wild  man,  contrary  to  her  fear. 

Came  to  her,  creeping  like  a  fawning  hound. 

And  by  rude  tokens  made  to  her  appear 

His  deep  compaflion  of  her  doleful  flound, 

KifTing  his  hands,  and  crouching  to  the  ground ; 

For  other  language  had  he  none  nor  fpeech. 

But  a  foft  murmur,  and  confufed  found 

Of  fenfelefs  words,  which  nature  did  him  teach, 

T'  exprefs  his  pafTions,  which  his  reafon  did  empeach. 

XII. 

And  coming  likewife  to  the  wounded  Knight,  '^ 

When  he  beheld  the  flreams  of  purple  blood 
Yet  flowing  frefh  ;  as  moved  with  the  fight. 
He  made  great  moan,  after  his  falvage  mood  : 
And  running  flraight  into  the  thickeft  wood, 
A  certain  herb  from  thence  unto  him  brought, 
Whofe  vertue  he  by  ufe  well  underftood  : 
The  juice  whereof  into  his  wound  he  wrought. 

And  ftopt  the   bleeding  flraight,    ere  he  it  flaunched 

XIII.  [thought, 

Then  taking  up  that  recreants  fhield  and  fpear. 
Which  earft  he  left,  he  figns  unto  them  made, 
With  him  to  v/end  unto  his  wonning  near : 
To  which  he  cafily  did  them  perfuade. 
Far  in  the  forefl  by  a  hollow  glade, 
Cover'd  with  moffy  fhrubs,  which  fpreading  broad 
Did  underneath  them  make  a  gloomy  fliade; 
Where  foot  of  living  creature  never  trode,       [abode, 

Nc  fcarce  wild  beaft^  durft  come,  there  was  this  wights 
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XIV. 

Thither  he  brought  thefe  unacquamted  guefts  ; 
I     To  whom  fair  femblance,  as  he  could,  he  fhew*d 
J     By  figns,  by  looks,  and  all  his  other  gefts. 
But  the  bare  ground,  with  hoary  mofs  beftrow'd. 
Mull  be  their  bed,  their  pillow  was  unfow'd. 
And  the  fruits  of  the  foreft  was  their  feaft : 
For  their  bad  Steward  neither  ploughM  nor  fow'd, 

^    Ne  fed  on  flcfh,  ne  ever  of  wild  beaft 

Did  tafte  the  blood,  obeying  natures  firfl  behead. 

XV. 

Yet  howfoever  bafe  and  mean  it  were. 

They  took  it  well,  and  thanked  God  for  all ; 
V/hich  had  them  freed  from  that  deadly  fear. 
And  fav'd  from  being  to  that  caitive  thrall. 
Here  they  of  forte  (as  fortune  now  did  fail  ) 
Compelled  were  themfelves  awhile  to  reft-. 
Glad  of  that  eafement,  though  it  were  but  fmall ; 
That  having  there  their  wounds  awhile  redreft. 

They  mote  the  abler  be  to  pafs  unto  the  reft. 

XVI. 

During  which  time,  that  wild  man  did  apply 
His  beft  endeavour,  and  his  daily  pain. 
In  feeking  all  the  woods  both  far  and  nigh 
For  herbs  to  drefs  their  wounds  -,  ftill  feeming  fain, 
When  ought  he  did,  that  did  their  Hking  gain. 
So  as  ere  long  he  had  that  Knightes  wound 
Recured  well,  and  made  him  whole  again : 
But  that  fame  Ladies  hurt  no  herb  he  found. 

Which  could  redrefs,  for  it  was  inwardly  unfound. 

XVII. 

Now  whenas  Calipine  was  woxen  ftrong, 
Upon  a  day  he  caft  abroad  to  wend. 
To  take  the  air,  and  hear  the  Thrufhes  fong, 

I     Unarm'd,  as  fearing  neither  foe  nor  friend. 
And  without  fword  his  perfon  to  defend. 

j    There  him  befell,  un looked  for  before, 

I     An  hard  adventure  with  unhappy  end, 

j     A  cruel  Bear,  the  which  an  Infant  bore 

Betwixt  .his  bloody-jaws,  befprinkled  all  with  gore. 
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XVIII. 

The  little  babe  did  loudly  fhriek  and  fquall. 
And  all  the  woods  with  piteous  plaints  did  fill. 
As  if  his  cry  did  mean  for  help  to  call 
To  Calepine,  whofe  ears  thofe  Ihrieches  fhrill 
Piercing  his  heart  with  pitys  point  did  thrill ; 
That  after  him,  he  ran  with  zealous  hafte. 
To  refcue  th'  infant,  ere  he  did  him  kill : 
~Whom  though  he  faw  now  fomewhat  over-paft. 

Yet  by  the  cry  he  follow'd,  and  purfued  fall. 

XIX. 

Well  then  him  chane'd  his  heavy  arms  to  want, 
Whofe  burden  mote  empeach  his  needful  fpeed. 
And  hinder  him  from  liberty  to  pant : 
For  having  long  time,  as  his  daily  weed. 
Them  wont  to  wear,  and  wend  on  foot  for  need ; 
Now  wanting  them  he  felt  himfelf  fo  light, 
I  That  like  an  Hawk-,  which  feeling  herfelf  freed 
From  bells  and  jefles,  which  did  let  her  flight. 

Him  feem'd  his  feet  did  flv,  and  in  their  fpeed  delight, 

XX. 

So  well  he  fped  him,  that  the  weary  Bear 
Ere  long  he  over-took,  and  forc'd  to  ftay  ; 
And  without  weapon  him  affailing  near, 
Compel'd  him  foon  the  fpoil  adown  to  lay. 
Wherewith  the  beafl  enrag'd  to  lofe  his  prey. 
Upon  him  turned,  and  with  greedy  force 
And  fury,  to  be  crofled  in  his  way. 
Gaping  full  wide,  did  think  without  remorfe 

To  be  aveng'd  on  him,  and  to  devour  his  corfe. 

XXI. 

But  the  bold  Knight  no  whit  thereat  difmay'd : 
But  catching  up  in   hand  a  ragged  ftone. 
Which  lay  thereby  (fo  fortune  him  did  aid  ) 
Upon  him  ran,  and  thruft  it  all  attone 
Into  his  gaping  throte,  that  made  him  groane 
And  gafp  for  breath,  that  he  nigh  choked  was. 
Being  unable  to  digeft  that  bone  •, 
Ne  could  it  upw^ard  come,  nor  downward  pafs ; 

Ne  could  he  brook  the  coldnefs  of  the  ftony  mafs. 
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XXIL 

Yhom  whenas  he  thus  combred  did  behold. 

Striving  in  vain  that  nigh  his  bowels  braft, 
j.  He  with  him  clos'd  :  and  laying  mighty  hold 
j   Upon  his  throat,  did  gripe  his  gorge  lb  faft, 
I   That  wanting  breath,  him  down  to  ground  he  caft ; 
I    And  then  oppreffing  him  with  urgent  pain, 
'    Ere  long  enforc'd  to  breathe  his  utmoft  blaft, 
!   NaHiing  his  cruel  teeth  at  him  in  vain,  [drain. 

\nd  threatning  his  fharp  claws,  now  wanting  powre  to 
j.  XXIIl. 

p"hen  took  he  up  betwixt  his  armes  twain 
i    The  iittle  babe,  fweet  relicks  of  his  prey  ; 
I    Whom'  pitying  to  hear  fo  fore  complain, 
I    From  his  foft  eyes  the  tears  he  wip'd  away, 
I    And  from  his  face  the  filth  that  did  it  ray  : 
I    And  every  little  limb  he  fearcht  around, 
;    And  every  part,  that  under  fweath-bands  lay, 
j    Left  that  the  beafts  fliarp  teeth  had  any  wound 
I'Made  in  his  tender  flefli  -,  but  whole  them  allhe  found. 
I     _  XXIV. 

[So  having  all  his  bands  again  up-tide, 
!    He  with  him  thought  back  to  return  again  : 
But  when  he  lookt  about  on  every  fide. 
To  weet  which  way  were  beft  to  entertain. 
To  bring  him  to  the  place  where  he  would  fain. 
He  could  no  path  nor  tract  of  foot  defcry, 
Ne  by  inquiry  learn,  nor  guefs  by  aim. 
For  nought  but  woods  and  forefts  far  and  nigh, 
(That  ail  about  did  clofe  the  compafs  of  his  eye. 
I  XXV. 

fMuch  was  he  then  encombred,  ne  could  tell 
I     Which  way  to  take  :   now  Weft  he  went  awhile. 
Then  North  ;  then  neither,   but  as  fortune  ft-ll. 
So  up  and  down  he  wandred  many''a  mile, 
\     W'ith  weary  travel  and  uncertain  toil, 

Yet  nought  the  nearer  to  his  journeys  end  j 
1     And  evermore  his  lovely  little  fpoil 
I     Crying  tor  food  did  greatly  him  offend. 
^So  all  that  day  in  wandring  vainly  he  did  fpend, 
'      Vol."  II.  Z 
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XXVI. 

At  iaft,  about  the  fetting  of  the  Sun, 
Himfelf  out  of  the  foreft  he  did  wind, 
And  by  good  fortune  the  plain  champion  won  ; 
Where  looking  all  about,  where  he  mote  find 
Some  place  of  fuccour  to  content  his  mind. 
At  length  he  heard  under  the  forefts  fide 
A  voice,  that  feemed  of  fome  woman-kind. 
Which  to  herfelf  lamenting  loudly  cride. 

And  oft  complain'd  of  fate,  and  fortune  oft  defide. 

XXVII. 

To  whom  approaching,  whenas  fhe  perceiv'd 
A  ftranger  wight  in  place,  her  plaint  fhe  ftaydj 
As  if  Ihe  doubted  to  have  been  deceiv'd. 
Or  loth  to  lee  her  forrows  be  bewray'd. 
Vv  horn  whenas  Calepine  faw  fo  difmay'd, 
'  He  to  her  drew,  and  with  fair  blandifhment 
Her  chearing  up,  thus  gently  to  her  faid  j 
What  be  you  woeful  Dame,  which  thus  lament  ? 

'And  for  what  caufe  declare,  fo  mote  ye  not  repent. 

XXVIII. 

To  whom  ihe  thus ;  What  need  me  Sir  to  tell 
That  which  yourfelf  have  earft  aread  fo  right  ? 
A  woeful  Dame  ye  have  me  termed  well ; 
So  much  more  woeful,  as  my  woeful  plight 
Cannot  redreiTcd  be  by  living  wight. 
Nath'lefs,  quoth  he,  if  need  do  not  you  bind^ 
Do  it  difclofe,  to  eafe  your  grieved  ipright : 
Oft-times  it  haps,  that  forrows  of  the  mind 

Find  remedy  unfought,  which  feeking  cannot  find. 

XXIX. 

Then  thus  began  the  lamentable  Dame  •, 

Sith  then  ye  needs  will  know  the  grief  I  hoard, 
I  am  th'  unfortunate  Matilde  by  name. 
The  wife  of  bold  Sir  Bruin,  who  is  Lord 
Of  all  this  land,  late  conquer'd  by  his  fword 
From  a  great  Giant,  called  Cormo7'auni  -, 
Whom  he  did  overthrow  by  yonder  ford. 
And  in  three  battles  did  fo  deadly  daunt, 

That  he  dare  npt  leturn  for  all  his  daily  vaunt, 
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XXX. 

So  is  my  Lord  now  feiz'd  of  all  the  land. 
And  in  his  fee,  with  peaceable  eftate. 
And  quietly  doth  hold  it  in  his  hand, 
Ne  any  dares  with  him  for  it  debate. 
But  to  thefe  happy  fortunes,  cruel  Fate  , 

Hath  join'd  one  evil,  which  doth  over-throw 
All  thefe  our  joys,  and  all  our  blifs  abate; 
And  like  in  time  to  further  ill  to  grow. 

And  all  this  land  with  endlefs  lofs  to  overflow. 

XXXI. 

For  th'  heavens,  envying  our  profperity. 
Have  not  vouchfaft  to  grant  unto  us  twain 
The  gladful  blelTing  of  pofterity. 
Which  we  might  fee  after  our  felves  remain 
In  th'heritage  of  our  unhappy  pain : 
So  that  tor  want  of  heirs  it  to  defend. 
All  is  in  time  like  to  return  again 
To  that  foul  Fiend,  who  daily  doth  attend 

To  leap  into  the  fame  after  our  lives  end. 

XXXII. 

But  mod  my  Lord  is  grieved  here-withall, 

And  makes  exceeding  moan,  when  he  does  think 

That  all  this  land  unto  his  foe  fhall  fall, 

For  which  he  long  in  vain  did  fweat  and  fwink. 

That  now  the  fame  he  greatly  doth  forthink. 

Yet  was  it  faid,  there  lliould  to  him  a  Son 

Be  gotten,  not  begotten,  which  fhould  drink 

And  dry  up  all  the  water,  which  doth  rone 

In  the  next  brook,  by  whom  that  Fiend  fhould  be  fordone. 

XXXIII. 

Well  hop*d  he  then,  when  this  was  prophefide. 
That  from  his  fide  fome  noble  child  fliould  rife. 
The  which,  through  fame  fhould  far  be  magnifide. 
And  this  proud  Giant  fhould  with  brave  emprife 
Quite  overthrow,  who  now  'gins  to  defpife 
The  good  Sir  Bruin,  growing  far  in  years  ; 
Who  thinks  from  me  his  forrow  all  doth  rife. 
Lo,  this  my  caufe  of  grief  to  you  appears  ; 

For  which  I  thus  do  mourn,  and  pour  forth  ceafekfs  tears, 
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XXXIV. 

Which  when  he  heard,  he  inly  touched  was    ' 
With  tender  ruth  for  her  unworthy  grief: 
And  when  he  had  devized  of  her  cafe. 
He  'gan  in  mind  conceive  a  fit  rehef 
For  all  her  pain,  if  pleafe  her  make  the  prief. 
And  having  cheated  her,  thus  faid  ;  fair  Dame, 
In  evils,  counfel  is  the  comfort  chief: 
Which  though  I  be  not  wife  enough  to  frame. 

Yet  as  I  well  it  mean,  vouchfafe  it  without  blame. 

XXXV. 

If  that  the  caufe  of  this  your  languilhment 
Be  lack  of  children,  to  fupply  your  place  ; 
Lo  how  good  fortune  doth  to  you  prefent 
This  little  babe  of  fweet  and  lovely  face. 
And  fpotlefs  fprite,  in  which  ye  may  enchace 
Whatever  forms  ye  lift  thereto  apply. 
Being  now  foft  and  fit  them  to  embrace  j 
Whether  ye  lift  him  train  in  chevalry. 

Or  nourfle  up  in  lore  of  learn'd  philofophy, 

XXXVI. 

And  certes  it  hath  often-timcs  been  fecn, 

That  of  the  like  whofe  linage  was  unknown. 
More  brave  and  noble  Knights  have  raifed  been 
(As  their  victorious  deeds  have  often  fliown. 
Being  with  fame  through  many  nations  blown) 
Than  thofe,  which  have  been  dandled  in  the  lap. 
Therefore  fome  thought,  that  thofe  brave  Imps  were 
Here  by  the  Gods,  and  fed  with  heavenly  fap,   [fovvn 

That  made  them  grow  fo  high  t'all  honourable  hap.    .  j 
XXXVII. 

The  Lady,  hearkning  to  his  fenfefull  fpcech,  ,■ 

Found  nothing  that  he  faid,  unmeet  nor  gealon. 
Having  oft  feen  it  tride,  as  he  did  teach. 
Therefore  inclining  to  his  goodly  reafon. 
Agreeing  well  both  with  the  place  and  feafon. 
She  gladly  did  of  that  fame  babe  accept. 
As  of  her  own  by  livery  and  fcifin  ; 
And  having  over  it  a  little  wept, 
Sh^  bore  it  thence,  and  ever  as  her  own  it  kept,. 
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XXXVIIJ. 

Right  glad  was  Cakpine  to  be  fo  rid 

Of  his  young  charge,  whereof  lie  jfkilled  nought : 
Ne  flie  lefs  glad  i'  for  fiie  fo  wifely  did. 
And  with  her  husband  under  hand  fo  wrought. 
That  when  that  infant  unto  him  fhe  brought. 
She  made  him  think  it  furely  was  his  own. 
And  it  in  goodly  thews  fo  well  upbrought. 
That  it  became  a  famous  Knight  well  known. 

And  did  right  noble  deeds,  the  which  elfewhere  are  ihown. 

XXXIX. 

But  Cakpine^  now  being  left  alone 

Under  the  green-woods  fide  in  forry  plight, 
Withouten  arms  or  deed  to  ride  upon. 
Or  houfe  to  hide  his  head  from  heavens  fpight, 
Albe  that  Dame,  Cby  all  the  means  Ihe  might) 
Him  oft  defired  home  with  her  to  wend ; 
And  ofFred  him  (his  court'fy  to  requite) 
Both  horfe  and  arms,  and  whatfo  elfe  to  lend  ; 

Yet  he  them  all  refus'd,  though  thankt  her  as  a  frknd, 

XL. 

And  for  exceeding  grief  which  inly  grew. 
That  he  his  Love  fo  lucklefs  now  had  loft. 
On  the  cold  ground,  maugre  himfelf  he  threw 
For  fell  defpight,  to  be  fo  forely  croft  ; 
And  there  all  night  himfelf  in  anguilli  toft  ; 
Vowing  that  never  he  in  bed  again 
His  limbs  would  reft,  ne  lig  in  eafe  emboft. 
Till  that  his  Ladies  fight  he  mote  attain. 

Or  underftand,  that  flae  in  fafety  did  remain. 
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CANTO     \\ 

The  Salvage  ferves  Serena  well^ 

Till  Jhe  Prince  Anhuv  jjnd\ 
Who  her  together  with  his  Squire 

With  th'  Hermit  leaves  behind, 

I. 

OWhat  an  eafy  thing  is  to  defcry 
The  gentle  blood,  however  it  be  wrapt 
In  fad  misfortunes  fould  deformity. 
And  wretched  forrows,  which  have  often  hapt  ? 
For  howfoever  it  may  grow  mifhapt 
(Like  this  wild  man,  being  undifciplin'd) 
That  to  all  vertue  it  may  feem  unapt. 
Yet  will  it  Ihew  fome  fparks  of  gentle  mind. 
And  at  the  lafl  break  forth  in  his  own  proper  kind. 

II. 
That  plainly  may  in  this  wild  man  be  read. 
Who  though  he  were  ftill  in  this  defert  wood 
Mongft  falvage  beads,  both  rudely  born  and  bred, 
Ne  ever  faw  fair  guize,  ne  learned  good. 
Yet  fhew'd  fome  token  of  his  gentle  blood. 
By  gentle  ufage  of  that  wretched  Dame. 
For  certes  he  was  born  of  noble  blood. 
However  by  hard  hap  he  hither  came: 
As  ye  may  know,  when  time  fhall  be  to  tell  the  fame, 

III. 
"Who  whenas  now  long  time  he  lacked  had 
The  good  Sir  Calepine^  that  far  was  flray'd. 
Did  wex  exceeding  forrowful  and  fad. 
As  he  of  fome  misfortune  were  afrayd  : 
And  leaving  there  this  Lady  all  difmay'd, 
\¥ent  forth  ftraightway  into  the  foreft  wide. 
To  feek  if  he  perchance  afleep  were  laid. 
Or  whatfo  elfe  were  unto  him  betide: 
He  fought  him  far  and  near,  yet  him  no  where  he  fpide»' 
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IV. 

Tho  back  returning  to  that  forry  Dame, 
He  fhewed  femblant  of  exceeding  moan, 
By  fpeaking  figns,  as  he  them  beft  could  frame  ; 
Now  wringing  both  his  wretched  hands  in  one. 
Now  beating  his  hard  head  upon  a  ftone. 
That  ruth  it  was  to  fee  him  fo  lament, 
By  which  fhe  well  perceiving  what  was  done, 
Gan  tear  her  hair,  and  all  her  garments  rent. 

And  beat  her  breafl,  and  piteoufly  herfelf  torment. 

V. 

Upon  the  ground  herfelf  fhe  fiercely  threw, 
Regardlefs  of  her  wounds  yet  bleeding  rife. 
That  with  their  blood  did  all  the  floor  imbrew. 
As  if  her  bread,  new  launc'd  with  murdrous  knife. 
Would  ftraight  diflodge  the  wretched  weary  life. 
There  llie  long  groveling,  and  deep  groaning  lay, 
As  if  her  vital  powers  were  at  ftrife 
With  ftronger  death,  and  feared  their  decay : 

Such  were  this  Ladies  pangs  and  dolorous  allay, 

VI. 

Whom  when  the  Salvage  faw  fo  fore  diftref^, 
.He  reared  her  up  from  the  bloody  ground. 
And  fought  by  all  the  means  that  he  cov^ld  beft 
Her  to  recoure  out  of  that  ftony  fwound, 
^And  {launch  the  bleeding  of  her  dreary  wound. 
Yet  n'ould  fhe  be  recomforted  for  ought, 
Ne  ceafe  her  forrow  and  impatient  ftound. 
But  day  and  night  did  vex  her  careful  thought. 

And  ever  more  and  more  her  own  afflidion  wrought. 

VII. 

At  length  whenas  no  hope  of  his  return 

She  faw  now  left,  Ihe  caft  to  leave  the  place. 
And.  wend  abroad,  though  feeble  and  forlorn. 
To  feek  fome  comfort  in  that  forry  cafe. 

'    His  fteed,  now  ftrong  through  reft  fo  long  a  fpace. 
Well  as  flie  could,  Ihe  got,  and  did  bedight : 
And  being  thereon  mounted,  forth  did  pace, 
Withouten  guide  her  to  condud  aright, 

>  Or  guard  her  to  defend  from  bold  opprelibrs  might. 
I  2  4 
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VIII. 

Whom  when  her  Hoft  fa w  ready  to  depart, 
He  would  not  fufter  her  alone  to  fare. 
Bur  'gan  himfeJf  addrefs  to  take  her  part. 
Thofe  warlike  arms,  which  Calepine  whylear 
Had  left  behind,  he  'gan  eftfoons  prepare. 
And  put  them  all  about  himfelf  unfit, 
His  lliield,  his  helmet,  and  his  cuirafs  bare; 
But  without  fword  upon  his  thigh  to  fit : 

Sir  Calepine  himfelf  away  had  hidden  it. 

IX. 

So  forth  they  travel'd,  an  uneven  pair,  .' 

Thar  mote  to  all  men  feem  an  uncouth  fight ; 
A  falvage  man  matcht  with  a  Lady  fair. 
That  rather  feem'd  the  conquefb  of  his  might. 
Gotten  by  fpoil,  than  purchafed  aright. 
But  he  did  her  attend  moft  carefully. 
And  faithfully  did  ferve  both  day  and  night, 
Withouten  thought  of  lliame  or  villany, 

Ne  ever  Ihewed  fign  of  foul  difloyalty. 

X. 

Upon  a  day  as  on  their  way  they  went. 
It  chaunc'd  ibme  furniture  about  her  fleed 
To  be  diforder'd  by  (ome  accident: 
Which  to  redrefs,  flie  did  th'  affiftance  need 
Of  this  her  Groom  :   which  he  by  figns  did  read  ; 
And  ifraight  his  combrous  arms  afide  did  lay 
Upon  the  ground,  withouten  doubt  or  dread, 
•And  in  his  homely  wize  began  t'  aflay 

T'amend  what  was  arnifs,  and  put  in  right  array. 

XL 

*Bout  which  whilft  he  was  bufied  thus  hard. 
To  where  a  Knight  together  with  his  Squire, 
All  arm'd  to  point,  came  riding  thitherward. 
Which  feemed  by  their  portance  and  attire. 
To  be  two  errant  Knights,  that  did  enquire 
After  adventures,  where  they  mote  them  get, 
Thofe  were  to  weet  (if  that  ye  it  require) 
Prince  Arthur  and  young  T'imias^  which  met 

By  fl range  occafion,  that  here  needs  forth  be  fet. 
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XII. 

After  that  Thru' as  had  again  recoiir'd 
The  favour  of  Bdpha;be,  (as  ye  heard) 
And  of  her  grace  did  (land  again  afllir'd. 
To  happy  blifs  he  was  full  high  uprear'd. 
Neither  of  envy,  nor  of  change  afeard. 
Though  many  foes  did  him  mahgn  therefore. 
And  with  unjuft  detra6tion  him  did  beard  ; 
Yet  he  himfelf  fo  well  and  wifely  bore, 

That  in  her  foveraine  liking  he  dwelt  evermore. 

XIII. 

But  of  them  all  which  did  his  ruin  feek, 

Three  mighty  en'mies  did  him  moft  defpight ; 
Three  mighty  ones,  and  cruel  minded  eke. 
That  him  not  only  fought  by  open  might 
To  overthrow,   but  to  fupplant  by  (light. 
The  firft  of  them  by  name  was  call'd  Defpetto^ 
Exceeding  all  the  reft  in  powre  and  height;  - 
The  fecond  not  fo  ftrong,  but  wife,  Decetto  -, 

The  third,  nor  ftrong  nor  wife,  but  fpightfulleft,  Defctto» 

XIV, 

Oft-times  their  fundry  powres  they  did  employ. 
And  feveral  deceits,  but  all  in  vain  : 

■    For  neither  they  by  force  could  him  deftroy, 
^  Ne  yet  entrap  in  treafons  fubtil  train. 
Therefore  confpiring  all  together  plain. 
They  did  their  counfels  now  in  one  compound  j 
Where  fingled  forces  fail,  conjoin'd  may  gain. 
The  Blatant  Beafi  the  fitteft  means  they  found. 

To  work  his  utter  lliame,  and  throughly  him  confound. 

XV. 

Upon  a  day,  as  they  the  time  did  wait, 

When  he  did  range  the  wood  for  falvage  game. 
They  fent  that  Blatant  Beafi  to  be  a  bait. 
To  draw  him  from  his  dear  beloved  Dame, 
Unwares  into  the  danger  of  defame. 
For  well  they  wift  that.  Squire  to  be  fo  bold, 
Hiat  no  one  beaft  in  foreft  wild  or  tame, 

:    Met  him  in  chace,  but  he  it  challenge  would. 

And  pluck  the  prey  oft  times  out  of  their  greedy  hold. 
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XVI. 

The  hardy  boy,  as  they  devifed  had, 
..Seeing  the  ugly  monfter  pafTing  by, 
Upon  him  fet,  of  peril  nought  adrad, 
Ne  fkilful  of  the  uncouth  jeopardy  ; 
And  charged  him  fo  fierce  and  furioully, 
That  (his  great  force  unable  to  endure) 
He  forced  was  to  turn  from  him  and  fly : 
Yet  ere  he  fled,  he  with  his  tooth  impure 

Him  heedlefs  bit,  the  whiles  he  was  thereof  fecure. 

XVII. 

Securely  he  did  after  him  purfue. 

Thinking  by  fpeed  to  overtake  his  flight ;         [drew, 

Vs^ho  through  thick  wood  and  brakes  and  briers  him 

To  weary  him  the  more,  and  wafte  his  fpight ; 

So  that  he  now  has  almofl:  fpent  his  fpright. 

Till  that  at  length  unto  a  woody  glade 

He  came,  whofe  covert  ilopt  his  further  fight : 

There  his  three  foes,  fhrowded  in  guileful  fhade. 

Cut  of  their  ambulh  broke,  and  'gan  him  to  invade. 

XVIII. 

Sharply  they  all  attonce  did  him  afl^ail. 

Burning  with  inward  rancour  and  defpight. 
And  heaped  ftrokes  did  round  about  him  hail 
With  fo  huge  force,  tliat  feemed  nothing  might    ' 
Bear  off  their  blows  from  piercing  thorough  quite. 
Yet  he  them  all  fo  warily  did  ward, 
That  none  of  them  in  his  foft  flefli  did  bite, 
And  all  the  while  his  back  for  beft  fafeguard, 

He  leant  againil  a  tree,  that  backward  onfet  bar'd. 

XIX. 

Like  a  wild  Bull,  that  being  at  a  bay. 
Is  baited  of  a  Maitiff  and  a  Hound, 
And  a  Cur-dog  ^  that  do  him  fliarp  aflfay 
On  ev'ry  fide,  and  beat  about  him  round ; 
But  moil  that  Cur,  barking  with  bitter  found. 
And  creeping  ftill  behind,  doth  him  incomber, 
That  in  his  chauffhedigs  the  trampled  ground. 
And  threats  his  horns,  and  beiiov/s  like  the  thunder  j 

So  did  that  Squire  his  foes  difperfe,  and  drive  afunder. 
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XX. 

Him  well  behoved  fo  -,  for  his  three  foes 
Sought  to  encompafs  him  on  every  fide. 
And  dangeroufly  did  round  about  enclofe  ; 
But  mod  of  all  Defetto  him  annoy'd. 
Creeping  behind,  him  ftill  to  have  deftroyd  : 
So  did  Becetto  eke  him  circumvent  : 
But  ftout  Defpetto,  in  his  greater  pride, 
Did  front  him  face  to  face  againft  him  bent ; 

Yet  he  them  all  withftood,  and  often  made  relent. 

XXI. 

Till  that  at  length  nigh  tyr*d  with  former  chace. 
And  weary  now  with  careful  keeping  ward, 
Ke  'gan  to  fhrink,  and  fomewhat  to  give  place. 
Full  like  ere  long  to  have  efcaped  hard  i 
Whenas  unwares  he  in  the  foreft  heard 
A  trampling  deed,  that  with  his  neighing  faft 
Did  warn  his  rider  be  upon  his  guard  -, 
With  noife  whereof  the  Squire,  now  nigh  aghaft. 

Revived  was,  and  fad  defpair  away  did  call. 

XXII. 

Eftfoons  he  fpide  a  Knight  approaching  nigh. 
Who  feeing  one  in  fo  great  danger  fet 
'Mongft  many  foes,  himfelf  did  fafter  hie. 
To  refcue  him,  and  his  weak  part  abet. 
For  pity  fo  to  fee  hkn  overfet. 
Whom  foon  as  his  three  enemies  did  view. 
They  fled  and  fail  into  the  wood  did  get : 
Him  booted  not  to  think  them  to  purfue. 

The  covert  was  fo  thick,  that  did  no  paflage  fliew, 

XXIIl. 

Then  turning  to  that  fwain,  him  well  he  knew 
To  be  his  T'imiasy  his  own  true  Squire : 
Whereof  exceeding  glad  he  to  him  drew. 
And  him  embracing  'twixt  his  arms  entire. 
Him  thus  befpake  ;  My  lief,  my  lifes  defire. 
Why  have  ye  me  alone  thus  long  yleft  ? 
Tell  me  what  worlds  defpight,  or  heavens  ire 
'  Hath  you  thus  long  away  from  me  bereft  ?       [weft  ? 

Where  have  ye  all  this  while  been  wandring,  where  been 
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XXlV. 

With  that  he  fighed  deep  for  inward  tyne: 
To  whom  the  Squire  nought  anlwered  again  j 
But  ihedding  few  foft  tears  from  tender  eyne. 
His  dear  afFed  with  filence  did  reftrain. 
And  fliut  up  all  his  plaint  in  privy  pain. 
There  they  awhile  fome  gracious  fpeeches  fpentj 
As  to  them  feemed  fit,  time  t'entertain. 
After  all  which,  up  to  their  fteeds  they  went, 

And  forth  together  rode  a  comely  coupiement. 

XXV. 

So  now  they  be  arrived  both  in  fight 

Of  this  wild  man,  whom  they  full  bufy  found 
About  the  fad  Serena  things  to  dight, 
VV^ith  thole  brave  armours  lying  on  the  ground. 
That  feem'd  the  fpoil  of  fome  right  well  renown'd. 
Which  when  the  Squire  beheld,  he  to  them  ftept. 
Thinking  to  take  them  from  that  hilding  hound : 
But  he  it  feeing  lightly  to  him  lept. 

And  fternly  with  ftrong  hand  it  from  his  handling  kept, 

XXVI. 

Gnafhing  his  grinded  teeth  with  griefly  look. 
And  fparkling  fire  out  of  his  furious  eyn. 
Him  with  his  fifl  unwares  on  th'head  he  ftrook, 
That  made  him  down  unto  the  earth  encline  -, 
Whence  foon  upilarting,  much  he  'gan  repine. 
And  laying  hand  upon  his  wrathful  blade. 
Thought  therewithal!  forthwith  to  have  him  flain  ; 
Who  It  perceiving,  hand  upon  him  laid, 

And  greedily  him  griping,  his  avengement  ftaid. 

XXVII. 

With  that,  aloud  the  fair  Serena  cry'd 

Unto  the  Knight  them  to  difpart  in  twain  : 
Who  to  them  Itepping  did  them  foon  divide. 
And  did  from  further  violence  reltrain, 
Albe  the  wild  man  hardly  would  refrain. 
Then  'gan  the  Prince  of  ner  for  to  demand. 
What  and  from  whence  fhe  was,  and  by  what  train 
She  fell  into  that  falvage  villains  hand. 

And  whether  free  with  him  fhe  now  were,  or  in  band. 
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XXVIIL 

To  whom  flie  thus  •,  I  ani  as  now  ye  fee. 

The  wretchedft  Dame  that  lives  this  day  on  ground  ; 
Who  both  in  mind,  the  which  moil  grieveth  me, 
And  body,  have  rccciv'd  a  mortal  wound. 
That  hath  me  driven  to  this  dreary  flound. 
I  was  erewhile,  the  Love  of  Calepine : 
Who  whether  he  alive  be  to  be  found, 
i      Or  by  fome  deadly  chance  be  done  to  pine, 
I  Since  I  him  lately  loll,  uneath  is  to  define. 
ji  XXIX. 

I  In  falvage  forell  I  him  loft  of  late,  ^ 
Where  I  had  furely  long  ere  this  been  dead, 
I      Or  t\k  remained  in  moft  wretched  ftate, 
j      Had  not  this  wild  man  in  that  woeful  ftead 
Kept  and  deliver'd  m.e  from  deadly  dread. 
In  fuch.a  falvage  wight,  of  brutifh  kind, 
Amongft  wild  beads  in  defert  forefts  bred. 
It  is  mofl  ftrange  and  wonderful  to  find 
So  mild  humanity,  and  perfed  gentle  mind, 

XXX. 
Let  me  therefore  this  favour  for  him  find. 
That  ye  will  not  your  wrath  upon  him  wreak, 
Sith  he  cannot  exprefs  his  fimple  mind, 
Ne  yours  conceive,  ne  but  by  tokens  fpeak  : 
Small  praife  to  prove  your  powre  on  wight  fo  weak. 
With  fuch  fair  words  fhe  did  their  heat  aiTuage, 
And  the  ftrong  courfe  of  their  difpleafure  break. 
That  they  to  pity  turn'd  their  former  rage. 
And  each  fought  to  fupply  the  office  of  her  Page. 

XXXI. 
So  having  all  things  well  about  her  dight. 
She  on  her  way  caft  forward  to  proceecl ; 
And  they  her  forch  conducted,  where  they  might 
Find  harbour  fit  to  comfort  her  great  need. 
For  now  her  wounds  corruption  'gan  to  breed  ; 
And  eke  this  Squire,   who  likcwilc  wounded  was 
Of  that  fame  monller  late,  for  lack  of  heed, 
^Now  'gan  to  faint,  and  further  could  not  paLs 
Frhrou^h.  fecbieuefs,  which  all  his- limbs  onprcired  has. 
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XXXII. 

So  forth  they  rode  together  all  in  troop, 

To  feek  fome  place,  the  which  mote  yield  fome  eafe 
To  thefe  fick  twain,  that  now  began  to  droop : 
And  all  the  way  the  Prince  fought  to  appeafe 
The  bitter  anguifh  of  their  fharp  difeafe. 
By  all  the  courteous  means  he  could  invent; 
Some  while  with  merry  purpofe  fit  to  pleafe. 
And  otherwhile  with  good  encouragement. 

To  make  them  to  endure  the  pains  did  them  torment. 
XXXIII. 

'Mongit  which  Serena  did  to  him  relate 

The  foul  difcourt'fies  and  unknightly  parts, 
Which  Turpine  had  unto  her  fhewed  late, 
"Without  compaflion  of  her  cruel  fmarts  : 
Although  Blandina  did  with  all  her  arts 
Him  otherwife  perfuade,  all  that  fhe  might ; 
Yet  he  of  malice,  without  her  defarts, 
Not  only  her  excluded  late  at  night, 

But  alfo  trait'rouOy  did  wound  her  weary  Knight, 
XXXIV. 

Wherewith  the  Prince  fore  moved,  there  avowd. 
That  foon  as  he  returned  back  again. 
He  would  avenge  th'abufes  of  that  proud 
And  fhameful  Knight,  of  whom  fhe  did  complain. 
This  wize  did  they  each  other  entertain, 
To  pafs  the  tedious  travel  of  the  way ; 
Till  towards  night  they  came  into  a  plain. 
By  which  a  little  hermitage  there  lay. 

Far  from  all  neighbourhood,  the  which  annoy  it  may. 

XXXV. 

And  nigh  thereto  a  little  chappel  flood. 
Which  being  all  with  ivy  overfpread, 
Deckt  all  the  roof;  and  fhadowing  the  rood, 
Seem'd  like  a  grove  fair  branched  over  head  : 
Therein  the  Hermit,  which  his  life  here  led 
In  flreight  obfervance  of  religious  vow. 
Was  wont  his  hours  and  holy  things  to  bed ; 
And  therein  he  iikewife  was  praying  now, 

Whenas  thefe  Knights  arriv'djthey  will  not  where  nor  how?' 
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XXXVJ. 

They  ftayd  not  there,  but  ftraightway  In  did  pafs. 
Whom  when  the  Hermit  prefent  faw  in  place. 
From  his  devotion  ftraight  he  troubled  was  ; 
"Which  breaking  off,  he  toward  them  did  pace^ 
With  ftayed  (leps,  and  grave-befeeming  grace  : 
For  well  it  feem'd,  that  whylome  he  had  beca 
Some  goodly  perlbn  and  of  gentle  race;  ♦ 

That  could  his  good  to  all,  and  well  did  ween, 
How  each  to  entertain  with  court'fie  well  befeen 

XXXVII. 
And  foothly  it  was  faid  by  common  fame. 
So  long  as  age  unabled  him  thereto, 
That  he  had  been  a  man  of  mickle  name. 
Renowned  much  in  arms  and  derring  do : 
But  being  aged  now  and  weary  too 
(      Of  wars  delight,  and  worlds  contentious  toil, 
\      The  name  of  Knighthood  he  did  difavow, 
\      And  hanging  up  his  arms  and  warlike  fpoil, 
I  From  all  this  worlds  incombrance  did  himfelf  aflbil 

XXXVIIL 
He  thence  them  led  into  his  hermitage. 

Letting  their  fteeds  to  graze  upon  the  green : 
Small  was  his  houfe,  and  like  a  little  cage. 
For  his  own  turn,  yet  inly  neat  and  clean, 
Deckt  with  green  boughs,  and  flowers  gay  befeen. 
Therein  he  them  full  fair  did  entertain 
Not  with  fuch  forged  fhows,  as  fitter  been 
For  courting  fools,  that  courtefies  would  fain. 
But  with  intire  affedion  and  appearance  plain, 

XXXIX. 
Yet  was  their  fare  but  homely,  fuch  as  he 
Did  ufe,  his  feeble  body  to  fuftain ; 
The  which  full  gladly  they  did  take  in  glee. 
Such  as  it  was,  ne  did  of  want  complain,. 
But  being  well  fuffiz'd,  them  relied  fain. 
But  fair  Serene  all  night  could  take  no  reft, 
Ne  yet  that  gentle  Squire,  for  grievous  pain 
Of  their  late  wounds,  the  whicii  the  Biaiaf^S  Beqfi: 
iid  given,  them,  whofc  grief  thryu^h  fufiera nee  fore 

Fincreaft, 
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XL. 

So  all  that  night  they  paft  in  great  difeafe. 
Till  that  the  morning,  bringing  early  light 
To  guide  mens  labours,  brought  them  alfo  eaif. 
And  iome  affuagement  of  their  painful  plight. 
Then  up  they  rofe,  and  'gan  themfelves  to  dight 

-    Unto  their  journey  ;  but  that  Squire  and  Dame 
So  faint  and  feeble  were  that  they  ne  might 
Endure  to  travel,  nor  one  foot  to  frame:  [lame. 

Their  hearts  were  fick,  their  fides  were  fore,  their  feet  were 

XLI. 

Therefore  the  Prince,  whom  great  affairs  in  mind 
Would  not  permit  to  make  their  longer  ftay. 
Was  forced  there  to  leave  them  both  behind, 
In  that  good  Hermits  charge,  whom  he  ,did  pray 
To  tend  them  well.    So  forth  he  went  his  way. 
And  with  him  eke  the  Salvage  (that  whylere 
Seeing  his  royal  ufage  and  array, 
Was  greatly  grown  in  love  of  that  brave  peer  j 

Would  needs  depart,  as  fhall  declared  be  eifewhere. 


C  A  N  T  O     VI. 

The  Hermit  heals  both  Squrre  and  Dame 

Of  their  fore  maladies  : 
He  Turpine  doth  defeat^  and  fhame 

For  his  late  villanies, 

I. 

NO  wound,  which  warlike  hand  of  enemy 
Inflicts  with  dint  of  fword,  fo  fore  doth  ligliU 
As  doth  the  poifnous  (ling  v/hich  infamy 
Infixeth  in  the  name  of  noble  wight : 
For  by  no  art,  nor  any  Leaches  might 
It  ever  can  recured  be  again  ; 
Ne  all  the  skill,  which  that  immortal  fpright 
Of  Podalyriiis  did  in  it  retain, 
Can  remedy  fuch  hurts  :  fuch  hurts  are  hellifii.pain.^il' 
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II. 

Such  were  the  wounds,  the  which  that  Blatant  Beaji^ 
Made  in  the  bodies  of  that  Squire  and  Dame  ; 
And  being  fuch,  were  now  much  more  increaft; 
For  want  of  taking  heed  unto  the  fame, 
That  now  corrupt  and  cureiefs  they  became  : 
How-be  that  careful  Plermit  did  his  bcil, 
With  many  kinds  of  med'cines  meet,  to  tame 
The  poif'nous  humour,  which  did  mofl  infeft 
rheir  rankling  wounds,  and  every  day  them  duly  dr^^* 

III. 
For  he  right  well  in  Leaches  craft  was  feen ; 
And  through  the  long  experience  of  his  days. 
Which  had  in  many  fortunes  tofTcd  been, 
And  pad  through  many  perilous  afiays, 
He  knew  the  diverfe  went  of  mortal  ways. 
And  in  the  minds  of  men  had  great  infight; 
Which  with  fage  counfel,  when  they  v>'ent  aftray. 
He  could  inform,  and  them  reduce  aright, 

T^ndallthepaflions  heal,  which  wound  the  weaker  fori  crht. 

IV.  ^    " 

^or  whylome  he  had  been  a  doughty  Knight, 
As  any  one  that  lived  in  his  days. 
And  proved  oft  in  many  perilous  fight; 
In  which  he  grace  and  glory  won  alv/ays. 
And  in  all  battles  bore  away  the  bays. 
But  being  now  attacht  v/ith  timely  age, 
And  weary  of  this  w^orlds  unquiet  ways, 
He  took  himfelf  unto  this  hermitage, 

p.  which  he  liv'd  alone,  like  carelefs  bird  in  cage, 

V. 

)ne  day  as  he  was  fearching  of  their  wounds, 
He  found  that  they  had  feltred  privily. 
And  rankling  inward  with  unruly  (tounds, 
'The  inner  parts  now  'gan  to  putrify. 
That  quite  they  feem'd  pall  help  of  furgery  j 
And  rather  needed  to  be  difcipjind 
With  wholefome  read  of  fad  fobriety. 
To,  rule  the  fiubborn  rage  of  pafilpn  blind  : 

iive  ialves  to  every  foxe,  but  counfej  to  the  mind. 
YoL.  II.  A  ^ 

I 
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VI. 

So  taking  them  apart  into  his  cell, 

He  to  that  point  fit  fpeeches  'gan  to  frame. 
As  he  the  art  of  words  knew  wondrous  well. 
And  eke  could  do,  as  well  as  fay  the  fame  ; 
And  thus  he  to  them  faid,  fair  Daughter  Dame, 
And  you  fair  Son,  which  here  thus  long  now  iyc 
In  piteous  languor,  fmce  ye  hither  came. 
In  vain  of  me  ye  hope  for  remedy, 

And  I  hkewife  in  vain  do  falves  to  you  apply. 

VII. 

For  in  yourfelf  your  only  help  doth  lye, 

To  heal  your  felves,  and  muft  proceed  alone 

From  your  own  will,  to  cure  your  maledy. 

Who  can  him  cure,  that  will  be  cur'd  of  none  ? 

If  therefore  health  ye  feek,  obferve  this  one  ; 

Firft  learn  your  outv/ard  fenfes  to  refrain 

From  things  that  ftir  up  frail  afFc6lion  ; 

Your  eyes,  yciureais,  your  tongue,  your  talk  retrain, 

From  that  they  mofl:  affed:,  and  in  due  terms  contain. 

Vlil. 
For  from  thofe  outward  fenfes  ill  affeded. 
The  feed  of  all  this  evil  firft  doth  fpring. 
Which  at  the  firft  before  it  had  infefted. 
Mote  eafic  be  fuppreft  with  little  thing  : 
But  being  growen  ftrong,  it  forth  doth  bring 
Sorrow,  ^nd  anguifh,  and  impatient  pain 
In  th'  inn^r  parts,  and  laftly  fcattering 
Contagious  poifon  clofe  through  every  vein. 

It  never  refts^  till  it  have  wrought  his  final  bane. 

IX. 

For  that  beafts  teeth,  which  wounded  you  to-fore. 
Are  fo  exceeding  venomous  and  keen. 
Made  all  of  ruUy  Iron,  rankling  fore. 
That  v/here  they  bite,  it  booteth  not  to  ween 
With  falve,  or  antidote,  or  other  mean 
It  ever  to  amend  :  ne  marvaii  ought i 
For  that  fame  beaft  was  bred  of  hellifh  ftrene. 
And  long  in  darkfon"ie  Siygian  den  up-brought, 

Begot  of  fuul  Eihidna^  us  in  books  is  taught. 
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X. 
:  Echidna  is  a  monfter  direful  dread. 

Whom  Gods  do  hate,  and  heavens  abhor  to  feej 
So  hideous  is  her  (liape,  fo  huge  iier  head, 
That  even  the  hellilh  Fiends  alingh ted  be 
Ac  fight  thereof,  and  from  her  prefence  flee  : 
Yet  did  her  face  and  former  parts  profefs 
A  fair  young  Maiden,  full  of  comely  glee: 
But  all  her  hinder  parts  did  plain  exprefs 

A  monilrous  Dragon,  full  of  fearful  uglinels. 

XL 

To  her  the  Gods,  for  her  fo  dreadful  face, 
(In  fearful  darknefs,  furtheft  from  the  sky. 
And  from  the  earth)  appointed  have  her  place 
Mongft  rocks  and  caves,  where  fhe  enrold  doth  lye 
In  hideous  horrour  and  obfcurity, 
Wafting  the  flrength  of  her  immortal  age. 
There  did  'Typhaon  with  her  company; 
Cruel  Typhaon^  whofe  tempeftuous  rage 

Makes  th'heavens  tremble  oft,  and  him  with  vows  afiliage. 

XII. 

Of  that  commixtion  they  did  then  beget 

This  hcUifii  Dog,  that  hight  the  Blatant  Bea/iy 
A  wicked  monfter,  that  his  tongue  doth  whet 
Gciinft  ail,  both  good  and  bad,  both  moft  and  leaft. 
And  pours  his  poifnous  gall  forth,  to  infeft 
The  nobleft  wights  with  notable  defame  : 
Ne  ever  Knight,  that  bore  fo  lofty  creaft, 

INe  ever  Lady  of  fo  honeft  name. 
But  he  them  fpocced  with  reproach,  or  fecrec  ihame, 

XIII. 
In  vain  therefore  it  v/ere,  with  medicine 
To  go  about  to  falve  fuch  kind  of  fore, 
-  That  rather  needs  wife  read  and  difcipline. 
Than  outward  falves,  that  may  augment  it  more. 
Aye  me  !  faid  then  S^rena^  fighing  fore, 
What  hope  of  help  doth  then  for  us  remain. 
If  that  no  falves  may  us  to  health  reflore  ? 
But  fith  \te  neiid  good  counfel,  faid  the  fwain,  . 
Aread  good  Sire,  iome  counfel,  that  may  us  fufuin. 

A  a  2 


373         THE  FAIR  Y  Q^UEEN.      Book VI. 

XIV. 

The  beft  faid  he,  that  I  can  you  advife. 
Is  to  avoid  th'  occafion  of  the  ill : 
For  when  the  caufe  whence  evil  doth  arife. 
Removed  is,  th'cfFeft  furceafeth  ftill. 
Abflain  from  pleafure,  and  reftrain  your  will, 
Subdue  defire,  and  bridle  loofe  delight, 
Ufe  fcanted  diet,  and  forbear  your  fill. 
Shun  fecrecy,  and  talk  in  open  fight : 

So  lliali  you  foon  repair  your  prefcnt  evil  plight, 

XV. 

Thus  having  faid,  his  fickly  patients 
Did  gladly  hearken  to  his  grave  beheaft. 
And  kept  fo  well  his  wife  commandements, 
That  in  fhort  fpace  their  malady  was  ceaft  i 
And  eke  the  biting  of  that  harmful  beaft 
Was  throughly  heal'd.    Tho,  when  they  did  perceive 
Their  wounds  recur'd-,  and  forces  reincreaft, 
Ot  that  good  Hermit  both  they  took  their  leave. 

And  went  both  on  their  way,  nc  each  would  other  leave. 

XVI. 

But  each  the  other  vow'd  t'accom.pany  : 
The  Lady,  for  that  fhe  was  much  in  dred, 
Now  left  alone  in  great  extremity  ; 
The  Squire,  for  that  he  courteous  was  indeed. 
Would  not  her  leave  alone  in  her  great  need. 
So  both  together  travel'd,  till  they  met 
With  a  fair  Maiden  clad  in  mourning  weed, 
Upon  a  mangy  Jade  un meetly  let, 

And  a  lewd  Fool  her  leading  thorough  dry  and  wet, 

XVII. 

But  by  what  means  that  fliame  to  her  befell. 
And  how  thereof  herfelf  fhe  did  acquite, 
i  muft:  awhile  forbear  to  you  to  tell ; 
Till  that  as  comes  by  courfe,  I  do  recite 
What  fortune  to  the  Briton  Prince  did  light, 
Purfuing  that  proud  Knight,  the  which  whylear, 
Wrought  to  Sir  Calido?-e  fo  foul  defpight  •, 
And  eke  his  Lady,  though  fhe  fickly  were, 

So  lewdly  had  abus'd,  as  ye  did  lately  hear. 
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XVIII. 

The  Prince,  according  to  the  former  token. 
Which  fair  Serene  to  him  deliver'd  had, 
Purfu'd  him  ftraight,  in  mind  to  been  ywroken 
Of  all  the  vile  demean,  and  ufage  bad, 
With  which  he  had  thofe  two  fo  ill  beftad  : 
Ne  wight  with  him  on  that  adventure  went. 
But  that  wild  man  ;  whom  though  he  oft  forbad. 
Yet  for  no  bidding,  nor  for  being  (bent. 

Would  he  reftrained  be  from  his  attendement. 

XIX. 

Arriving  there,  as  did  by  chance  befall. 

He  found  the  gate  wide  ope,  and  in  he  rode, 
Ne  ftayd,  till  that  he  came  into  the  hall : 
Where  foft  difmounting  like  a  weary  lode. 
Upon  the  ground  with  feeble  feet  he  trode. 
As  he  unable  were  for  very  need 
To  move  one  foot,  but  there  muft  make  abode; 
The  whiles  the  falvage  man  did  take  his  fteed. 

And  in  fome  ftable  near  did  fet  him  up  to  feed. 

XX. 

Ere  long  to  him  a  homely  Groom  there  came. 
That  in  rude  wife  him  afked  what  he  was, 
That  durft  fo  boldly,  without  let  or  fhame. 
Into  his  Lords  forbidden  hall  to  pafs. 
To  whom,  the  Prince  (him  faining  to  embafe  ) 
Mild  anfwer  made  ;  he  was  an  errant  Knight, 
The  which  was  fall'n  into  this  feeble  cafe. 
Through  many  wounds,  which  lately  he  in  f?ght, 

/B^eceived  had,  and  prayd  to  pity  his  ill  plight. 

XXI. 

But  he  the  more  outrageous  and  bold, 

Sternly  did  bid  him  quickly  thence  avaunt, 
Or  dear  aby ;  for  why,  his  Lord  of  old 

'!    Did  hate  ail  errant  Knights  which  there  did  haunt, 
Ne  lodging  would  to  any  of  them  grant : 
And  therefore  lightly  bade  him  pack  away. 
Not  fparing  him  with  bitter  words  to  taunt ; 

.     And  there-withall,  rude  hand  on  him  did  lay, 

^To  thruft  him  out  of  door,  doing  his  worft  allay. 
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XXII. 

Which  when  the  Salvage  coming  now  in  place 
Beheld,  eftfoons  he  all  enraged  grew  •, 
And  running  flraight  upon  that  villain  bafe, 
Like  a  fell  Lyon  at  him  fiercely  flew. 
And  with  his  teeth  and  nails,  in  prefent  view 
Him  rudely  rent,  and  all  to  pieces  tore  : 
So  miferably  him  all  helplefs  flew, 
That  v^'ith  the  noife,  whilft  he  did  loudly  rore, 

The  people  of  the  houfe  rofe  forth  in  great  uprore. 

XXIII. 

Who  when  on  ground  they  faw  their  fellow  flain, 
And  that  fame  Knight  and  Salvage  (landing  by. 
Upon  them  two  they  fell  with  might  and  main. 
And  on  them  laid  fo  huge  and  horribly, 
As  if  they  would  have  flain  them  prefently. 
But  the  bold  Prince  defended  him  fo  well, 
And  their  affault  withftood  fo  mightily. 
That  maugre  all  their  might,  he  did  repel! 

And  beat  them  back,  whilft  many  underneath  him  fell. 

XXIV. 

Yet  he  them  ftill  fo  fharply  did  purfue, 

That  few  of  them  he  left  alive,  which  fled, 

Thofe  evil  tidings  to  their  Lord  to  fhew. 

Who  hearing  how  his  people  badly  fped, 

Came  forth  in  hafte :  where,  whenas  with  the  dead 

He  faw  the  ground  all  ftrow'd,  and  that  fame  Knight 

And  Salvage  with  their  blood  frefh-fteeming  red. 

He  wox  nigh  mad  with  wrath  and  fell  defpight. 

And  with  reproachful  words  him  thus  befpake  on  heightj 

XXV. 

Art  thou  he,  tray  tor,  that  with  treafon  vile 
Haft  (lain  my  men  in  this  unmanly  manner. 
And  now  triumpheft  in  the  piteous  fpoil 
Of  thefe  poor  folk,  whofe  fouls  with  black  difhonour  i: 
And  foul  defame  do  deck  thy  bloody  banner  ? 
The  meed  whereof  fhall  fliortly  be  thy  Ihame, 
And  wretched  end,  which  ftill  attendeth  on  her. 
With  that,  himfelf  to  battle  he  did  frame  j 

So  did  his  forty  yeomen,  which  there  with  him  came. 
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XXVI.' 

With  dreadful  force  they  all  did  him  aflail, 

And  round  about  with  boiftrous  ftrokes  opprefs. 
That  on  his  fhield  did  rattle  like  to  hail 
In  a  great  tempeft  •,  that  in  fuch  diftrefs. 
He  wift  not  to  which  fiide  him  to  addrefs. 
And  evermore  that  craven  coward  Knight, 
Was  at  his  back  with  heartlefs  heedinefs, 
Waiting  if  he  unwares  him  murther  might : 

For  cowardize  doth  ftill  in  villany  delight. 

XXVII. 

Whereof  whenas  the  Prince  was  well  aware. 
He  to  him  turn'd  with  furious  intent. 
And  him  againll  his  powre  'gan  to  prepare  ; 
Like  a  fierce  Bull,  that  being  bufy  bent 
To  fight  with  many  foes  about  him  ment, 
Feeling  fome  Cur  behind  his  heels  to  bite. 
Turns  him  about  with  fell  avengement: 
So  like  wife  turn'd  the  Prince  upon  the  Knight, 

And  layd  at  him  amain  with  all  his  will  and  might. 

XXVIII. 

AVho  when  he  once  his  dreadful  ftrokes  had  tafted, 
Durft  not  the  fury  of  his  force  abide. 
But  turn'd  aback,  and  to  retire  him  hafted 
Through  the  thick  preace,  there  thinking  him  to  hide. 
But  when  the  Prince  had  once  him  plainly  eyde. 
He  foot  by  foot  him  followed  alway, 
Ne  would  him  fuffer  once  to  flirink  afide ; 
But  joining  clofe,  huge  load  at  him  did  lay  : 

Who  flying  ftill  did  ward,  and  warding  fly  away. 

XXIX. 

But  when  his  foe  he  ftill  fo  eager  faw. 
Unto  his  heels  himlelf  he  did  betake. 
Hoping  unto  fome  refuge  to  withdraw  : 
Ne  would  the  Prince  him  ever  foot  forfake, 
Wherefo  he  Vv'ent,  but  after  him  did  make. 
He  fled  from  room  to  room,  from  place  to  place, 
Whilft  every  joint  for  dread  of  death  did  quake. 
Still  looking  after  him  that  did  him  chace  : 
.That  made  him  evermore  increafe  his  fpeedy  pace, 
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XXX. 

At  laft  he  up  into  the  chamber  came, 
Whereas  his  Love  was  fitting  all  alone. 
Waiting  what  tidings  of  her  folk  became. 
There  did  the  Prince  him  overtake  anone. 
Crying  in  vain  to  her,  him  to  bemoane  ; 
And  with  his  fword  him  on  the  head  did  fmite. 
That  to  the  ground  he  fell  in  fenfelefs  fwone : 
Yet  whether  thwart  or  flatly  did  it  lite. 

The  tempred  (leel  did  not  into  his  brain-pan  bite. 

XXXI. 

Which  when  the  Lady  faw,  with  great  affright 
She  ftarting  up,  began  to  fhriek  aloud  ; 
And  with  her  garment  covering  him  from  fight, 
Seem'd  under  her  protedion  him  to  fhroud  ; 
And  falling  lowly  at  his  feet,  her  bow'd 
Upon  her  knee, ,  intreating  him  for  grace. 
And  often  him  befought,  and  pray'd  and  vow'd; 
That  with  the  ruth  of  her  fo  wretched  cafe. 

He  ftayd  his  fecond  ftroke,  and  did  his  hand  abafe. 

XXXIL 

Her  weed  fhe  then  withdrawing,  did  him  difcover  : 
Who  now  come  to  himfelf,  yet  would  not  rife. 
But  ftill  did  lie  as  dead,  and  quake  and  quiver. 
That  even  the  Prince  his  bafenefs  did  defpife  j 
And  eke  bis  Dame  him  feeing  in  fuch  guile, 
Gan  him  recomfort,  and  from  ground  to  rear. 
Who  rifing  up  at  laft  in  ghaftly  wife. 
Like  troubled  Ghoft  did  dreadfully  appear. 

As  one  that  had  no  life  him  left  through  former  fear, 
XXXIII. 

Whom  when  the  Prince  fo  deadly  faw  difmayd. 
He  for  fuch  bafenefs  fhamefully  him  fhcnt. 
And  with  fharp  words  did  bitterly  upbrayd  ; 
Vile  coward  dog,  now  do  I  much  repent. 
That  ever  I  this  life  unto  thee  lent. 
Whereof  thou  caitivc  fo  unworthy  art; 
That  both  thy  Love,  for  lack  of  hardiment. 
And  eke  thy  felf,  for  want  of  manly  heart, 

And  eke  allKnights  haft  Ihamed  with  this  knightlefspart. 
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XXXIV. 

Yet  further  haft  thou  heaped  fhame  to  fhame. 
And  crime  to  crime,  by  this  thy  coward  fear. 
For  firft  it  was  to  thee  reproachful  blame, 
T'  ere(5t  this  wicked  cuftom  which  I  hear, 
Gainft  errant  Knights  and  Ladies  thou  doll  rear; 
Whom  when  thou  mayft,  thou  doft  of  arms  defpoil. 
Or  of  their  upper  garment  which  they  wear  : 
Yet  doft  thou  not  with  manhood,  but  with  guile. 

Maintain  this  evil  ufe,  thy  foes  thereby  to  foil. 

XXXV. 

And  laftly,  in  approvance  of  thy  wrong. 
To  ftiew  fuch  faintnefs  and  foul  cov/ardice. 
Is  greateft  l"hame  :   for  oft  it  falls,  that  ftrong 
And  valiant  Knights  do  raftily  enterprize. 
Either  for  fame,  ov  elfe  for  exercife, 
A  wrongful  quarrel  to  maintain  by  fight ; 
Yet  have,  through  prowefs  and  their  brave  emprize. 
Gotten  great  worlLip  in  this  worldes  fight. 

For  greater  force  there  needs  to  maintain  wrong  than  right. 

XXXVI. 

Yet  fith  thy  life  unto  this  Lady  fair 

I  given  have,  live  in  reproach  and  fcorn  ; 
Ne  ever  arms,   ne  ever  knighthood  dare 
Hence  to  profefs :  for  ftiame  is  to  adorn 
With  fo  brave  badges  one  fo  bafely  born. 
But  only  breathe,  fith  that  I  did  forgive. 
So  having  from  his  craven  body  torn 
Thole  goodly  arms,  he  them  away  did  give. 

And  only  fuffred  him  this  wretched  life  to  live. 
XXXVII. 

There  whilft  he  thus  was  feeling  things  above, 
Atween  that  Lady  mild  and  recreant  Knight, 
To  whom  his  life  he  granted  for  her  Love, 
He  'gan  bethink  him  in  what  per'lous  plight 
Lie  had  behind  him  left  that  Salvage  wighc, 
Amongft  fo  many  foes,  whom  fure  he  thought 
By  this  quite  flain  in  fo  unequal  fight : 
Therefore  defcending  back  in  hafte,  he  fought 

Ir  yet  he  were  aiivcj  or  to  deftrudion  brought. 
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XXXVIII. 

There  he  him  found  environed  about 

With  flaughtred  bodies,  which  his  hand  had  flain  j 
'And  laying  yet  afrelli  with  courage  ftout 
Upon  the  reft  that  did  alive  remain ; 
Whom  he  likewife  right  forely  did  conftrain. 
Like  fcattred  ftieep,  to  feek  for  fafety. 
After  he  gotten  had  with  bufy  pain 
Some  of  their  weapons,  which  thereby  did  lye, 

W^ith  which  he  layd  about,  and  made  them  faft  to  flye. 
XXXIX. 

Whom  when  the  Prince  fo  felly  faw  to  rage« 
Approaching  to  him  near,  his  hand  he  ftayd. 
And  fought  by  making  figns,  him  to  affuage  : 
Who  him  perceiving,  ftraight  to  him  obeyd. 
As  to  his  Lord,  and  down  his  weapons  Jayd, 
As  if  he  long  had  to  his  heails  been  train'd. 
Thence  he  him  brought  away,  and  up  conveyd 
Into  the  chamber  where  the  Dame  remain'd 

With  her  unworthy  Knight,  who  ill  him  entertain'd. 

XL. 

Whom  when  the  Salvage  faw  from  danger  free. 
Sitting  befide  his  Lady  there  at  eafe. 
He  well  remembred  that  the  fame  was  he, 
W^hich  lately  fought  his  Lord  for  to  difpleafe: 
Tho  all  in  rage,  he  on  him  ftraight  did  feizc. 
As  if  he  would  in  pieces  him  have  rent ; 
JKnd  were  not  that  the  Prince  did  him  appeaze. 
He  had  not  left  one  limb  of  him  unrent : 

Eu:  ftraight  he  held  his  hand,  at  his  commandement. 

XLI. 

Thus  having  all  things  well  in  peace  ordain'd. 
The  Prince  himfclt  there  all  that  night  did  reft ; 
Where  him  Blandina  fairly  entertain'd, 
V/ith  all  the  courteous  glee  and  goodly  feaft. 
The  which  for  him  (lie  could  imagine  beft. 
For  well  ftie  knew  the  ways  to  win  good  will 
Of  every  wight,  that  were  not  too  infeft  ; 
And  how  to  pleafe  the  mind  of  good  and  ill,     [fkill. 

Through  temp'ring  of  her  words  and  looks  by  v/ondrous . 


Canto VL    T  H  E  F  AI  R  Y  Q^U  E  E  N.  37 

XLII. 

Yet  were  her  words  and  looks  but  falfe  and  feigned. 
To  fome  hid  end  to  make  more  eafy  way. 
Or  to  allure  fuch  fondlings,  whom  ihe  train'd 
Into  her  trap  unto  their  own  decay  : 
Thereto  when  needed,  fhe  could  weep  and  pray  : 
And  when  her  lifted,  Ihe  could  fawn  and  flatter ; 
Kow  fmiling  fmoothly,  like  to  fummers  day. 
Now  glooming  fadly,  fo  to  cloke  her  matter  ; 

Yet  were  her  words  but  wind,  and  all  her  tears  but  water. 

XLIII. 

Whether  fuch  grace  were  given  her  by  kind. 
As  women  wont  their  guileful  wits  to  guide; 
Or  learn'd  the  art  to  pleafe,  I  do  not  find. 
This  well  I  wote,  that  fhe  fo  well  applide 
Her  pleafing  tongue,  that  foon  fhe  pacifide 
The  wrathful  Prince,  and  wrought  her  hufbands  peace : 
Who  nathelefs,  not  therewith  fatisfide, 
His  rancorous  defpight  did  npt  releafe, 

Ne  fecretly  from  thought  of  fell  revenge  furceafe. 
XLIV. 

For  all  that  night,  the  whiles  the  Prince  did  reft 
In  carelefs  couch,  not  weeting  what  was  meant. 
He  watcht  in  clofe  await  with  weapons  preft, 
Willing  to  work  his  villainous  intent 
On  him  that  had  fo  fliamefully  him  flient : 
Yet  durft  he  not  for  very  cowardife 
Effed  the  fame,  whilft  all  the  night  was  fpent. 
The  morrow  next,  the  Prince  did  early  rile. 

And  palled  forth  to  follow  his  firft  enterpifc. 
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CANTO    VII. 

Torpine  is  haffuld:  his  two  Knights 

Do  gain  their  treafons  meed: 
Fair  Mirabel  las  pmtjhment 

For  loves  difdain-  decreed. 

I. 

ike  as  a  gentle  heart  it  felf  bewrays, 

la  doing  gentle  deeds  with  frank  delight  : 
Even  fo  the  baler  mind  it  felf  difplays. 
In  cancred  malice  and  revengeful  fpight. 
For  to  maligne,  t'envy,  t'ufe  fhifting  flight. 
Be  arguments  of  a  vile  dunghill  mind  : 
Which  what  it  dare  not  do  by  open  might. 
To  work  by  wicked  treafon  ways  doth  find. 

By  fuch  difcourteous  deeds  difcovering  his  bafe  kind. 

II. 

That  well  appears  in  this  difcourteous  Knight, 
The  coward  Turpine,  whereof  now  I  treat  •, 
Who  notwithflanding  that  in  former  fight 
He  of  the  Prince  his  life  received  late, 
Yet  in  his  mind  malicious  and  ingrate 
He  'gan  devize,  to  be  aveng'd  anew 
F'or  all  that  iliame,  which  kindled  inward  hate. 
Therefore  fo  foon  as  he  was  out  of  view, 

Himfeif  in  haile  he  arm'd,  and  did  him  fail  purfue.  -^I 

III. 

Well  did  he  trad  his  fteps  as  he  did  ride, 

Yet  would  not  near  approach  in  dangers  eye, 

But  kept  aloof  i  for  dread  to  be  defcride. 

Until  fit  time  and  place  he  mote  efpy, 

Where  he  mote  work  him  fcath  and  villany. 

At  lail,  he  met  two  Knights  to  him  unknown. 

The  which  were  armed  both  agreeably. 

And  both  combin'd,  whatever  chance  v/ere  blown,.* 

Betwixt  them  to  divide,  and  each  to  make  his  own. 
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IV. 

To  whom  falfe  Turpine  coming  courteoudy, 
To  cloke  the  milchief  which  he  inly  meant, 
'Gan  to  complain  of  great  dircourtefy. 
Which  a  ftrange  Knight,  that  near  afore  him  wentj 
Had  done  to  him,  and  his  dear  Lady  fhent : 
Which  if  they  would  afford  him  aid  at  need. 
For  to  avenge  in  time  convenient, 
They  fliould  accomplifh  both  a  knightly  deed. 

And  for  their  pains  obtain  of  him  a  soodjy  meed. 

V. 

The  Knights  believ'd  that  all  he  faid  was  true; 
And  being  frefli,  and  full  of  youthly  fpright. 
Were  glad  to  hear  of  that  adventure  new. 
In  which  they  mote  make  trial  of  their  might, 
Vv^hich  never  yet  they  had  approv'd  in  fight : 
And  eke  defirous  of  the  ofFred  meed : 
Said  then  the  one  of  them  -,  Where  is  that  wight. 
The  wh Jch  hath  done  to  thee  this  wrongful  deed. 

That  we  may  it  avenge,  and  punilli  him  with  fpeed, 

VI. 
i  He  rides,  faid  'Turpine,  there  not  far  afore. 
With  a  wild  man  foft  footing  by  his  fide. 
That  if  ye  lift  to  hafte  a  little  more, 
Ye  may  him  overtake  in  timely  tide : 
Eftfoons  they  pricked  forth  with  forward  pride  ; 
And  ere  that  little  while  they  ridden  had. 
The  gentle  Prince  not  far  away  they  fpide. 
Riding  a  foftly  pace  with  portance  fad. 

Devizing  of  his  Love,  more  than  of  danger  drad. 

VII. 

Then  one  of  them  aloud  unto  him  cride, 

Bidding  him  turn  again,  falfe  traytor  Knight, 
Foul  woman -wronger  ;  for  he  him  dehde. 
With  that,  they  both  attonce  with  equal  fpight 
Did  bend  their  fpears,  and  both  with  equal  might 
Againft  him  ran ;  but  th'one  did  mifs  his  mark  : 
And  being  carried  with  his  force  forth -right, 
Glaunft  Iwiftly  by  -,  like  to  that  heaven! y  fpark, 

Which. gliding  through  the  air.  lights  alitheheavensdark, 
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VIII. 

But  th*other,  aiming  better,  did  him  fmite 
Full  in  the  fhield,  with  fo  impetuous  powre. 
That  all  his  launce  in  pieces  fliiver'd  quite. 
And  (fcatter'd  all  about)  fell  on  the  fioure. 
But  the  ftout  Prince,  with  much  more  fteddy  ftoure 
Full  on  his  bever  did  him  ftrike  fo  fore. 
That  the  cold  fleel,  through-piercing,  did  devour 
His  vital  breath,  and  to  the  ground  him  bore. 
Where  Hill  he  bathed  lay  in  his  own  bloody  gore. 

IX. 
As  when  a  caft  of  Faulcons  make  their  flight 
At  an  Hernlliaw,  that  lyes  aloft  on  wing. 
The  whiles  they  ftrike  at  him  with  heedlefs  might. 
The  wary  fowl  his  bill  doth  backward  wring; 
On  which  the  firft,  whofe  force  her  firft  doth  bring. 
Her  felf  quite  through  the  body  doth  engore. 
And  falleth  down  to  ground  like  fenfelefs  thing  i 
But  th'other,  not  fo  fwift  as  (he  before, 
Fails  of  her  foufe,  and  paffing  by,  doth  hurt  no  more. 

X. 
By  this,  the  other  which  was  pafTed  by, 
Himfelf  recovering,  was  returned  to  fight ; 
Where,  when  he  faw  his  fellow  lifelefs  lie. 
He  much  was  daunted,  v/ith  fo  difmal  fight ; 
Yet  nought  abating  of  his  former  fpight. 
Let  drive  at  him  with  fo  malicious  mind. 
As  if  he  would  have  paffed  through  him  quight : 
But  the  fteel-head  no  ftedfaft  hold  could  find. 
But  glauncing  by,  deceiv'd  him  of  that  he  defign'd. 

XI. 
Not  fo  the  Prince :  for  his  well  learned  fpear 
Took  furcr  hold,  and  from  his  horfes  back 
Above  a  launccs  length  him  forth  did  bear, 
And  'gainft  the  cold  hard  earth  fo  fore  him  llrake, 
That  ali  his  bones  in  pieces  nigh  he  brake. 
Where  feeing  him  fo  lie,  he  left  his  fbeed. 
And  to  him  leaping,  vengeance  thought  to  take 
Of  him,  for  all  his  former  follies  meed. 
With  flaming  fword  iii  hand  his  tcrrour  n:ore  to  bres 
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XII. 

The  fearful  fwain,  beholding  death  fo  nigh, 
Cry'd  out  aloud  for  mercy  him  to  fave  ; 
In  lieu  whereof,  he  would  to  him  defcrie 
Great  treafon  to  him  meant,  his  life  to  reave. 
The  Prince  foon  hearkned,  and  his  lite  forgave. 
Then  thus,  laid  he  -,  There  is  a  ftranger  Knight, 
The  which  for  promife  of  great  meed,  us  drave 
To  this  attempt,  to  wreak  his  hid  defpight, 

For  that  himfelf  thereto  did  want  fuilicient  might. 

XIII. 

The  Prince  much  mufed  at  fuch  viliany, 

And  faid  -,  Now  fure  ye  well  have  earn'd  your  meed  : 

For  th'one  is  dead,  and  the  other  foon  fhall  dye, 

Unlefs  to  me  thou  hither  bring  with  fpeed 

The  wretch  that  hir'd  you  to  this  wicked  deed. 

He  glad  of  life,  and  willing  eke  to  wreak 

The  guilt  on  him,  which  did  this  mifchief  breed. 

Swore  by  his  fword,  that  neither  day  nor  week 

He  would  furceafe,  but  him,  wherefo  he  were  would  feek. 

XIV. 

So  up  he  rofe,  and  forth  ftraightway  he  went 
Back  to  the  place  where  Turpine  late  he  lore  ; 
There  he  him  found  in  great  aftonifhment. 
To  fee  him  fo  bedight  with  bloody  gore. 
And  griefly  wounds  that  him  appalled  fore. 
Yet  thus  at  length  he  faid;  How  now,  Sir  Knight  ? 
What  meaneth  this  which  here  I  fee  before  ? 
How  fortuneth  this  foul  uncomely  plight, 

So  different  from  that  which  earft  ve  feem'd.  in  fight  ^ 

XV. 

Perdy,  faid  he,  in  evil  hour  it  fell. 
That  ever  I  for  meed  did  undertake 
So  hard  a  tafk,  as  life  for  hire  to  fell ; 
The  which  1  earft  adventur'd  for  your  fake. 
Witnefs  the  wounds,  and  this  wide  bloody  lake, 
Which  ye  may  fee  yet  all  about  me  deem. 
Therefore  now  yield,  as  ye  did  promife  make. 
My  due  reward  ;  the  which  right  well  I  deeni 

I  earned  have-,  ch-.ic  Hie  fo  dcariv  did  redeem. 
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XVI. 

But  where  then  is,  quoth  he,  half  wrathfully. 
Where  is  the  booty  which  therefore  I  bought ; 
That  curfed  caitive,  my  ftrong  enemy, 
That  recreant  Knight,  whofe  hated  Hfe  I  fought  ? 
And  where  is  eke  your  friend,  which  half  it  ought  ? 
He  lies,  faid  he,  upon  the  cold  bare  ground. 
Slain  of  that  errant  Knight,  with  whom  he  fought ; 
Whom  afterwards,  my  felf  with  many  a  wound 

Did  flay  again,  as  ye  mav  fee  there  in  the  ftound. 

XVII. 

Thereof  falfe  Turpine  was  full  glad  and  fain. 

And  needs  with  him  ftraight  to  the  place  would  ride. 

Where  he  himfelf  might  fee  his  foeman  flain  ; 

For  elfe  his  fear  could  not  be  fatisfide. 

So  as  they  rode,  he  faw  the  way  all  dide 

With  ilreams  of  blood  ;  which  tracking  by  the  trail, 

Ere  long  they  came,  whereas  in  evil  tide. 

That  other  fwain,  like  afhes  deadly  pale, 

l^ay  in  the  lap  of  death,  rueing  his  wretched  bale. 

XVIll. 

Much  did  the  Craven  feem  to  moan  his  cafe. 
That  for  his  fake  his  dear  life  had  forgone ; 
And  him  bewailing  with  afFedlion  bafe. 
Did  counterfeit  kind  pity,  where  was  none  ; 
For  where's  no  courage,  there's  no  ruth  nor  moan. 
Thence  palling  forth,  not  far  away  he  found. 
Whereas  the  Prince  himfelf  lay  all  alone, 
Loofly  difplay'd  upon  the  graffie  ground, 

PoflefTed  of  fweet  fleep,  that  luU'd  him  foft  in  fwound. 

XIX. 
Weary  of  travel  in  his  former  fight. 

He  there  in  fhade  himfelf  had  laid  to  reft, 
Having  his  arms  and  warlike  things  undight. 
Fearlefs  of  foes  that  mote  his  peace  molelt  j 
The  whiles  his  falvage  Page,  that  wont  be  preil, 
W^as  wandred  in  the  wood  another  way. 
To  do  fome  thing  that  feemed  to  him  bed, 
The  whiles  his  Lord  in  fiiver  fiamber  lay, 
Like  to  the  evening  ftarj  adorn'd  with  dewy  ray. 
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XX. 

Whom  whcnas  'Turpine  law  To  loofely  laid. 
He  weened  well  thac  he  indeed  was  dead. 
Like  as  that  other  Knight  to  him  had  faid  : 
But  when  he  nigh  approacht,   he  mote  aread 
Plain  figns  in  him  ot"  life  and  livelyhead. 
Whereat  much  griev'd  againft:  that  ftranger  Knight, 
That  him  too  light  of  credence  did  mifiead, 
He  would  have  back  retired  from  that  fi^rht. 

That  was  to  him  on  earth  the  deadliefl  defpight. 

XXL 

But  that  fame  Knight  would  not  once  let  him  dart, 
But  plainly  'gan  to  him  declare  the  cafe 
Of  all  his  mifchief,  and  late  lucklefs  fmart: 
How  both  he  and  his  fellow  thCiC  in  place 
Were  vanquifhed,  and  put  to  foul  difgrace. 
And  how  that  he  in  lieu  of  life  him  lent. 
Had  vow'd  unco  the  vi6lor,  him  to  trace 
And  follow  through  the  world,  wherefo  he  went, 

rill  that  he  him  deliver'd  to  his  punifliment. 

XXII. 

^e  therewith  much  abaiiied  and  affrayd. 
Began  to  tremble  every  limb  and  vein; 
And  foftly  whifp'ring  him,  entirely  prayd, 
T'advife  him  better,  than  by  fuch  a  train 
Him  to  betray  unto  a  ftranger  fwain,     . 
Yet  rather  counfel'd  him  contrariwife, 
Sith  he  likewife  did  wrong  by  him.  fuftain. 
To  join  with  him,  and  vengeance  to  devife, 

Whiiit  time  did  offer  means  him  fleeping  to  furprifc. 

XXIII. 

Nath'lefs,  for  all  his  fpeech,  the  gentle  Knight 
Would  not  be  tempted  to  fuch  villany, 
Regarding  more  his  faith,   which  he  did  plight  i^ 
All  were  it  to  his  mortal  enemy, 
Than  to  entrap  him  by  falfe  treachery  : 
Great  fhame  in  Lieges  blood  to  be  embru'd. 
^  Thus  whilft  they  were  debating  diverfly. 
The  Salvage  forth  out  of  the  wood  iffu'd 
ack  to  the  place^  whereas  his  Lord  he  ilceping  vlew'd. 
Vol.  IL  B  b 
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XXIV. 

There  when  he  faw  thole  two  fo  near  him  {land. 
He  doubted  niuch  what  mote  their  meaning  be  : 
And  throwing  down  his  load  out  of  his  hand 
(To  weet,  great  ftore  of  forelt  fruit,  which  he 
Had  for  his  food  late  gather'd  from  the  tree) 
Himfelf  unto  his  weapon  he  betook, 
That  v/as  an  oaken  plant,  which  lately  he 
Rent  by  the  root  -,  which  he  fo  fternly  fhook. 

That  like  an  hazel  wand  it  quivered  and  quook. 

XXV. 

Whereat  the  Prince  awaking,  when  he  fpide 
The  traytour  ^urpne  with  that  other  Knight, 
He  ftarted  up  ;  and  fnatching  near  his  fide 
His  trufty  fword,  the  fervant  of  his  might. 
Like  a  fell  Lion  leaped  to  him  light. 
And  his  left  hand  upon  his  collar  laid. 
Therewith  the  cov/ard  deaded  with  ajffright. 
Fell  flat  to  ground,  ne  word  unto  him  fayd, 

But  holding  up  his  hands,  with  filence  mercy  prayd. 

XXVI. 

But  he  fo  full  of  indignation  was. 

That  to  his  prayer  nought  he  would  incline. 
But  as  he  lay  upon  the  humbled  grafs. 
His  foot  he  fet  on  his  vile  neck,  in  fign 
Of  fervile  yoke,  that  nobler  hearts  repine. 
Then  letting  him  arife  like  abjeft  thrall. 
He  'gan  to  him  objed  his  hainous  crime. 
And  to  revile,  and  rate,  and  recreant  call, 

And  laftly  to  defpoil  of  Knightly  banneral.  / 

XXVII. 

And  after  all  for  greater  infamy,  % 

He  by  the  heels  him  hung  upon  a  tree, 
And  baffuld  fo,   that  all  which  palled  by. 
The  picture  of  his  punifhment  might  fee. 
And  by  the  like  enfample  warned  be, 
Hov/ever  they  through  treafon  do  trefpafs. 
But  turn  we  now  back  to  that  Lady  free. 
Whom  late  we  left  riding  upon  an  Afs, 

Led  by  a  Carle  and  Fool,  v.'hich  by  her  fide  did  pafs.  '''- 
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XXVIII. 

She  was  a  Lady  of  great  dignity. 
And  lifted  up  to  honourable  place. 
Famous  through  all  the  land  of  Faery^ 
Though  of  mean  parentage  and  kindred  bafe^ 
Yet  deckt  with  wondrous  gifts  of  natures  grace. 
That  all  men  did  her  perfon  much  admire^ 
And  praife  the  feature  of  her  goodly  face, 

.     The  beams  whereof  did  kindle  lovely  fire 

In  th'hearts  of  many  a  Knight,  and  many  a  gentle  Squire* 

XXIX. 

But  Ihe  thereof  grew  proud  and  infolent. 

That  none  fhe  worthy  thought  to  be  her  Feer, 
But  fcorn'd  them  all  that  love  unto  her  meant  t 
Yet  was  flie  lov'd  of  many  a  v/ortby  peer  j 
Unworthy  flie  to  be  belov'd  lo  dear^ 
That  could  not  weigh  of  worthinefs  aright. 
■  For  beauty  is  more  glorious,  bright  and  clear^ 
The  more  it  is  admir'd  of  many  a  v.ight. 

And  nobleft  flie,  that  ferved  is  of  nobleft  Knight, 

XXX. 

But  this  coy  Damzel  thought  contrarlwife) 

That  fuch  proud  looks  would  make  her  praifed  morcj 

And  that  the  more  fne  did  all  Love  defuife. 

The  more  would  wretched  Lovers  her  adore. 

What  cared  (he  who  fighed  for  her  fore, 

Or  who  did  wail  or  watch  the  weary  night  ? 

Let  them  that  lift,  their  lucklefs  lot  deplore ; 

She  was  born  free,  not  bound  to  any  wight. 

And  fo  would  ever  live,  and  love  her  own  cleiight* 

XXXI. 

Through  fuch  her  ftubborn  ftifrnefs,  and  hard  heart, 

.    Many  a  wretch,  for  want  of  remedy. 
Did  langniOi  long  in  life-confuming  fmart^ 
And  at  the  lafb,  through  dreary  dolour  die  i 
Whilft  ftie  (the  Lady  of  her  liberty) 
Did  boaft,  her  beauty  had  fuch  foverain  mighty 
That  with  the  only  twinkle  of  her  eye^ 
She  could  or  fave,  or  fpill,  whom  ilie  would  hight. 

What  could  the  Gods  do  more,  but  do  it  more  aright  ? 

B  b  2 


388  THE  FAIRY  QJJEEN.     Book  VI, 

XXXII. 

But  lo,  the  Gods,  that  mortal  follies  view. 
Did  worthily  revenge  this  maidens  pride  -, 
And  nought  regarding  her  fo  goodly  hue. 
Did  laugh  at  her  that  many  did  deride, 
Whiift  fhe  did  weep,  of  no  man  mercifide. 
For  on  a  day,  when  Cupid  kept  his  court, 
As  he  is  wont  at  each  Saint  Valentide, 
Unto  the  which  all  Lovers  do  refort, 

That  of  their  loves  fuccefs  they  there  may  make  report ; 

XXXIII. 

It  fortun'd  then,  that  when  the  rolls  Vv^ere  read. 
In  which  the  names  of  all  Loves  folk  were  fil'd. 
That  m.any  there  were  miffing,  which  v/ere  dead. 
Or  kept  in  bands,  or  from  their  Loves  exil'd, 
Or  by  fome  other  violence  defpoil'd. 
Which  whenas  Cupid  heard,  he  wexed  wroth. 
And  doubting  to  be  wronged,  or  beguil'd. 
He  bade  his  eyes  to  be  unblindfold  both. 

That  he  might  fee  his  men,  and  mufter  them  by  oath. 
XXXIV. 

Then  found  he  many  miffing  of  his  crew. 

Which  wont  do  fuit  and  fervice  to  his  might. 
Of  v/hom  what  was  becomen,  no  man  knew. 
Therefore  a  Jury  was  impannei'd  llraight, 
T'enquire  of  them,  whether  by  force  or  Height, 
Or  their  own  guilt,  they  were  away  convey'd. 
To  whom  foul  Infamy  and  fell  Defpighi 
Gave  evidence,  that  they  were  ail  betrayd. 

And  murdred  cruelly  by  a  rebellious  Maid.  -' 

XXXV. 

Fair  Mirahella  was  her  name,  whereby  -:v 

Of  all  thofe  crimes  fhe  there  indited  was  :  '• 

Ail  which  when  Cupid  heard,  he  by  and  by 
In  great  difpleafure,  will'd  a  Capias 
Should  iffue  forth,  t'attach  that  fcornful  Lafs. 
The  warrant  firaight  was  made,  and  therewithal! 
A  Bayliff  errant  forth  in  poll  did  pals. 
Whom  they  by  name  t\\ft\\:  Portamour  did  call ; 

He  which  doth  fumnTon  Lovers  to  Loves  judgment  hall. 
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XXXVl. 

The  Damzel  was  attacht,  and  fhortly  brought 
Unto  the  bar,  whereas  fhe  was  arraignM  : 
But  iliQ  thereto  nould  plead  nor  anfwer  ought 
Even  for  ftubborn  pride,  which  her  reftrain'd. 
So  judgment  paft,  as  is  by  law  ordain*d 
In  cafes  like ;  which  when  at  laft  fhe  faw. 
Her  ftubborn  heart,  which  love  before  difdain'd, 
'Gan  ftoop,  and  falling  down  with  humble  awe, 

Cry'd  mercy,  to  abate  th'  extremity  of  law. 
XXXVII. 

The  fon  of  Fenus,  who  is  mild  by  kind 
But  where  he  is  provokt  with  peevifhnefs. 
Unto  her  prayers  piteoufly  inclin'd, 
And  did  the  rigour  of  his  doom  reprefs  j 
Yet  not  fo  freely  but  that  natheiefs 
He  unto  her  a  penance  did  impofe  : 
Which  was  that  through  this  v/orlds  wide  wiidernefs 
She  wander  fhould  in  company  of  thofe. 

Till  llie  had  fav'd  fo  many  Loves  as  (he  did  lofe. 
XXXVIIL 

So  now  flie  had  been  wandring  two  whole  years 
Throughout  the  world,  in  this  uncomely  cafe, 
"Wafting  her  goodly  hue  in  heavy  tears, 
And  her  good  days  in  dolorous  dilgrace  : 
Yet  had  ihe  not,  in  all  thefe  two  years  fpace, 
Saved  but  two ;  yet  in  two  years  before, 
Through  her  defpiteous  pride,  whilft  love  lackt  place. 
She  had  deftroyed  tv/o  and  twenty  more.  [fore  >* 

Aye  me  !  how  could  her  love  make  half  amends  there- 

XXXIX. 

And  now  fiie  was  upon  the  v/eary  way, 
Whenas  the  gentle  Squire,   vi/ith  fair  Serene^ 
Met  her  in  fuch  miffeeming  foul  array  ; 
The  whiles,  that  mighty  man  did  her  demean 
With  all  the  evil  terms  and  cruel  mean 
That  he  could  make  -,  And  eke  that  angry  Fool, 
Which  follow'd  her,  v/ith  curfed  hands  unclean 
Whipping  her  iiorfe,  did  withliis  imarting  tool 

Oft  whip  her  dainty  felf,  and  much  augment  her  dool. 

Bb3 


390  T  H  E  F  A  I  R  Y  QU  E  E  N,     Book  VI, 

XL. 

Ne  ought  it  mote  avail  her  to  entreat 
The  one  or  th'  other,  better  her  to  ufe  : 
For  both  fo  wilful  were  and  obilinate. 
That  all  her  piteous  plaint  they  did  refufe, 
-And  rather  did  the  more  her  beat  and  bruife. 
But  mod",  the  former  villain,  which  did  lead 
Her  tireling  Jade,  was  bent  her  to  abufe  ; 
Who  though  fhe  were  with  wearinefs  nigh  dead, 

Yet  would  not  let  her  light,  nor  reft  a  little  ftead. 

XLI. 

For  he  was  Hern  and  terrible  by  nature. 
And  eke  of  perfon  huge  and  hideous. 
Exceeding  much  the  meafure  of  mans  flature. 
And  rather  like  a  Giant  m.onftruous. 
For  footh  he  was  defcended  of  the  houfe  ',' 

Of  thofe  old  Giants,  which  did  wars  darrain 
Againft  the  heaven  in  order  battailous, 
And  Sib  to  great  Orgolio,  which  was  flain 

By  Arthur,  whenas  Unas  Knight  he  did  maintain. 

XLII. 

His  looks  were  dreadful,  and  his  fiery  eyes 

(Like  two  great  beacons)  glared  bright  and  wide, 

Glauncing  askew,  as  if  his  enemies 

He  fcorned  in  his  over- weening  pride  -, 

And  ftalking  ftately,  like  a  Crane,  did  ftride 

At  every  ftep  upon  the  tip-toes  high  : 

And  all  the  way  he  went  on  every  fide 

He  gaz'd  about,  and  ftared  horribly. 

As  if  he  with  his  looks  would  all  men  terrify, 

XLIII. 

He  wore  no  armour,  ne  for  none  did  care, 
As  no  whit  dreading  any  living  wight; 
But  in  a  jacket  quilted  richly  rare, 
Upon  checklaton,  he  was  ftrangely  dight. 
And  on  his  head  a  roll  of  linnen  plight. 
Like  to  the  Moors  of  Malabar  he  wore  ; 

,   With  v/hich  his  locks,  as  black  as  pitchy  night. 
Were  bound  about,  and  voided  from  before. 

And  ill  his  hand  a  mighty  iron  club  he  bore. 
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XLIV. 

This  was  Difdain,  who  led  that  Ladles  horle      [plains. 
Throiighthick  and  thin, through  mountainsandchrough 
Compelling  her,  where  fhe  would  not,  by  force. 
Haling  her  palfrey  by  the  hempen  reins. 
But  that  fame  Fool,  which  moft  increaft  her  pains, 
Was  Scorn,  who  having  in  his  hand  a  whip. 
Her  therewith  yirks,  and  ftili  when  (he  complains. 
The  more  he  laughs,   and  does  her  clofely  quip. 

To  fee  her  fore  lament,  and  bite  her  tender  lip. 

XLV. 

Whofe  cruel  handling  when  that  Squire  beheld, 
And  faw  thofe  villains  her  fo  vilely  ufe. 
His  gentle  heart  with  indignation  fv/ell'd. 
And  could  no  longer  bear  fo  great  abufe, 
As  fuch  a  Lady  fo  to  beat  and  bruife  ; 
But  to  him  ftepping,  fuch  a  ftroke  him  lent. 
The  furc'd  him  th'halter  from  his  hand  to  loofe. 
And  maugre  all  his  might,  back  to  relent : 

Elfe  had  he  furely  there  been  flain,  or  fouly  llient. 

XLVL 

The  villain,  wroth  for  greeting  him  fo  fore, 
Gather'd  himfelf  together  foon  again  ; 
And  with  his  iron  batten  which  he  bore. 
Let  drive  at  him  fo  dreadfully  amain. 
That  for  his  fafety  he  did  him  conftrain 
To  give  him  ground,  and  Ihift  to  every  fide. 
Rather  than  once  his  burden  to  fuftain  : 
For  bootlefs  thing  him  feemed  to  abide 

So  mighty  blows,  or  prove  the  puiflance  of  his  pride. 


XLVIL 


Like  as  a  Maftiff,  having  at  a  bay 

A  falvage  Bull,  whole  cruel  horns  do  threat 
Defperate  danger,  if  he  them  afiay, 
Traceth  his  ground,  and  round  about  doth  bear. 
To  fpy  where  he  may  Tome  advantage  get ; 
The  whiles  the  beaft  doth  rage  and  loudly  rore  : 
So  did  the  Squire  the  whiles  the  Carle  did  fret. 
And  fume  in  his  difdainful  mind  the  more, 

Apd  oftentimes  by  furmagant  and  Mahound  iwore. 
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XLVIII. 

Nath'lefs,  fo  fharply  ftiJl  he  him  purfu'd, 

That  at  advantage  him  at  laft  he  took,  , 

"When  his  foot  llipt  (;hat  flip  he  dearly  ru'd) 

And  with  his  iron  club  to  ground  him  ftrook  ; 

Where  ftill  he  lay,  ne  out  of  fwoun  awook. 

Till  heavy  hand  the  Carle  upon  him  laid. 

And  bound  him  faft  :  Tho  when  he  up  did  look. 

And  faw  himfelf  captiv'd,  he  was  difmaid, 

Ne  powre  had  to  withftand,  ne  hope  ot  any  aid.j 

XLIX. 

Then  up  he  made  him  rife,  and  forward  fare. 
Led  in  a  rope,  which  both  his  hands  did  bind  ; 
Ne  ought  that  Fool  for  pity  did  him  fpare  j 
But  with  his  whip  him  following  behind, 
Flim  often  fcourg'd,   and  forc'd  his  feet  to  find  : 
And  otherwhiles,  with  bitter  mocks  and  mows 
He  would  him  fcorn,  that  to  his  gentle  mind 
Was  much  more  grievous  than  the  others  blows : 

Words  iliarply  wound,  but  greateft  grief  offcorning  grows, 

J-  ■/  • 

The  fair  Serena  when  fhe  faw  him  fall 

Under  that  villains  club,  then  furely  thought 
That  flain  he  was,  or  made  a  wretched  thrall. 
And  fled  away  with  all  the  fpeed  jdie  mought. 
To  feek  for  fafety,  which  long  time  fhe  fought  j 
And  pafl:  through  many  perils  by  the  way. 
Ere  (lie  again  to  Calepine  was  brought : 
The  which  difcourfe  as  now  I  muft  delay, 

Till  Mirabelhs  fortunes  I  do  further  fay. 
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CANTO    VIII. 

Prince  Arthur  overcomes  Difdain, 
^its  Mirabel!  from  dreed: 

Serena,  found  of  Salvages, 
By  Calepine  is  freed. 

I. 

e  gentle  Ladies,  in  whofe  foveraine  powre 
Love  bath  the  glory  of  his  kingdom  \tk, 
'      And  th'  hearts  of  men,  as  your  eternal  dowre. 
In  iron  chains,  of  liberty  bereft, 
Deliver'd  hach  into  your  hands  by  gift  -, 
Be  well  aware,  how  ye  the  fa'me  do  ule,  * 

That  pride  do  not  to  tyranny  you  lift; 
i     Left  if  men  you  of  cruelty  accufe, 
i  He  from  you  take  that  chiefdom  which  ye  do  abufe. ' 

II. 
And  as  ye  foft  and  tender  are  by  kind, 

Adorn'd  with  goodly  gifts  of  beauties  grace. 
So  be  ye  foft  and  tender  eke  in  mind  ; 
But  cruelty  and  hardnefs  from  you  chace. 
That  all  your  other  prailes  will  deface. 
And  from  you  turn  the  love  of  men,  to  hate. 
Enfample  take  of  Mirabellas  cafe. 
Who  from  the  high  degree  of  happy  ftate. 
Fell  into  Vk'retched  woes,  which  ihe  repented  late, 

III. 
Who  after  thraldom  of  the  gentle  Squire, 
Which  fhe  beheld  with  lamentable  eye, 
;  Was  touched  with  compaffion  entire, 

And  much  lamented  his  calamity, 
,  That  for  her  fake  fell  into  mifery  : 
W^hich  booted  nought  tor  prayers,  nor  for  threat. 
To  hope  for  to  releafe  or  mollify  ; 
For  aye  the  more  that  fhe  did  them  intreat. 
The  more  they  him  mifus'd,  and  cruelly  did  beat. 
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IV. 

So  as  they  forward  on  their  way  did  pafs. 
Him  ilill  reviling  and  afflicting  fore. 
They  met  Prince  Arthur  with  Sir  Enias, 
(That  v/as  that  courteous  Knight,  whom  he  before 
Having  fubdu'd,  yet  did  to  Hfe  reftorej 
To  whom  as  they  approacht,  they  'gari  augment 
Their  crueky,  and  him  to  punifh  more. 
Scourging  and  hahng  him  more  vehement  : 

As  if  it  them  Ihould  grieve  to  fee  his  punifliment. 

V. 

The  Squire  himfelf,  whenas  he  faw  his  Lord,  . 
The  witnefs  of  his  wretchednefs,  in  place. 
Was  much  afham'd,  that  v;ith  an  hempen  cord 
He  like  a  Dog  was  led  in  captive  cafe  ; 
And  did  his  head  for  bafhfulnefs  abafe, 
As  loth  to  fee,  or  to  be  feen  at  all : 
Shame  Vv^ould  be  hid.     But  whenas  Enias 
Beheld  two  fuch,  of  two  fuch  villains  thrall. 

His  manly  mind  was  much  emmoved  therewithal!, 

VI. 

And  to  the  Prince  thus  faid  ;  See  ycu,  Sir  Knight, 
The  greateft  fliame  that  ever  eye  yet  faw  ? 
Yond  Lady  and  her  Squire  with  foul  defpight 
Abus'd,  againft  all  reafon  and  all  law. 
Without  regard  of  pity  or  of  awe. 
See  how  they  do  that  Squire  beat  and  revile ; 
See  how  they  do  the  Lady  hale  and  draw.  | 

But  if  ye  pleafe  to  lend  me  leave  awhile, 

I  will  them  foon  acauit,  and  both  of  blame  aflbil. 

VII. 

The  Prince  alTented  :  and  then  he  ftraightway 
Difmounting  light,   his  Hiield  about  him  threw. 
With  which  approaching,  thus  he  'gan  to  fay  j 
Abide  ye  caitive  treachetours  untrue. 
That  have  with  treafon  thralled  unto  you 
Tbefetwo,    unworthy  of  your  wretched  bands; 
And  now  your  crime  with  cruelty  purfue. 
Abide,  and  from  them  lay  your  loathly  hands  ; 

Or  elfe  aoide  the  death,  that  hard  before  you  ftands, 
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VIII. 

The  villain  flaid  not  anfwer  to  invent. 
But  with  his  iron  club  preparing  way, 
His  minds  fad  mefTage  back  unto  him  fent ; 
The  which  defcended  with  fuch  dreadful  fway, 
That  feemed  nought  the  ccurfe  thereof  could  ftay  : 
No  more  than  lightning  from  the  lofty  iky. 
Ne  lift  the  Knight  the  powre  thereof  affay, 
Whofe  doom  was  death  -,  but  lightly  flipping  by, 

Unwares  defrauded  his  intended  delliny. 

IX. 

And  to  requite  him  with  the  like  again, 

With  his  fharp  fword  he  fiercely  at  him  flew, 
And  ftrook  fo  ftrongly,  that  the  Carle  with  pain 
Saved  himfelf,  but  that  he  there  him  flew  : 
Yet  fav'd  not  fo,  but  that  the  blood  it  drew. 
And  gave  his  foe  good  hope  of  vidtory. 
Who  therewith  flefht,  upon  him  fet  anew. 
And  with  the  fecond  ftroke,  thought  certainly 

To  have  fupplide  the  firft,  and  paid  the  ufury. 

X. 

But  Fortune  anfwer'd  not  unto  his  call ; 
For  as  his  hand  was  heaved  up  on  height. 
The  villain  met  him  in  the  middle  fall. 
And  with  his  club  beat  back  his  brondiron  bright 
So  forcibly,  that  with  his  own  hands  might 
Rebeaten  back  upon  himfelf  again, 
He  driven  was  to  ground  in  felf  defpight; 
From  whence  ere  he  recovery  could  gain. 

He  in  his  neck  did  fez  his  foot  with  fell  difdain. 

XI. 

With  that,  the  Fool,  which  did  that  end  await. 
Came  running  in  ;  and  whilfb  on  ground  he  lay, 
Laid  heavy  hands  on  him,  and  held  fo  ftreighr. 
That  down  he  kept  him  v/ith  his  fcornful  fway. 
So  as  he  could  not  v^'ield  him  any  way. 
The  whiles  that  other  villain  went  about 
Him  to  have  bound,  and  thrali'd  without  delay; 
The  whiles,  the  Fool  did  him  revile  and  flout,  [flout. 

Threatriing  to  yoke  them  two,  and  tame  their  courage 
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XII. 

As  when  a  fturdy  Plough-man  v/ith  his  Hind  ;|i 

By  ftrength  have  overthrown  a  ftubborn  Stear,  ^ 

They  down  him  hold,  and  fail  with  cords  do  bind 
Till  they  him  force  the  buxom  yoke  to  bear  : 
So  did  tiiefe  two  this  Knight  oft  tug  and  tear. 
Which  when  the  Prince  beheld,  there  {landing  by, 

■  He  left  his  lofty  (teed  to  aid  him  near  ; 
And  buckling  foon  himfelf,  'gan  fiercely  fly 

Upon  that  Carle,  to  fave  his  friend  from  jeopardy. 

XIII. 

The  villain,  leaving  him  unto  his  Mate  ^ 

To  be  captiv'd,  and  handled  as  he  lift,  1 

Himfelf  addreft  unto  this  new  debate. 
And  with  his  club  him  all  about  fo  bliil. 
That  he  which  way  to  turn  him  fcarcely  will : 
Sometimes  aloft  he  laid,  fometimes  alow  •, 
Now  here,  now  there,  and  oft  him  near  he  mifl ; 
So  doubtfully,  that  hardly  one  could  know 

Whether  more  wary  were  to  give  or  ward  the  blow. 

XIV. 

But  yet  the  Prince  fo  well  enured  was 

With  fuch  huge  ilrokes,   approved  oft  in  fight. 
That  way  to  them  he  gave  forth-right  to  pafs  ; 
Ne  would  endure  the  danger  of  their  might. 
But  wait  advantage,  when  they  down  did  light. 
At  laft,  the  caitive  after  long  difcourfe. 
When  all  his  ilrokes  he  faw  avoided  quite, 
Refolv'd  in  one  t'  aifemble  all  his  force. 

And  make  an  end  of  him  without  ruth  or  remorfe. 

XV. 

His  dreadful  hand  he  heaved  up  aloft ; 
And  with  his  dreadful  inilruments  of  ire. 
Thought  fure  have  pounded  him  to  powder  foft. 
Or  deep  embowel'd  in  the  earth  entire  : 
But  fortune  did  not  with  his  will  confpire. 
For  ere  his  ftroke  attained  his  intent. 
The  noble  child  preventing   his  defire. 
Under  his  club  with  wary  boldnefs  went, 

And  fmoce  him  on  the  knee,  that  never  yet  was  bent*: 
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XVI. 

It  never  yet  was  bent,  ne  bent  it  now, 

Aibe  the  ftroke  lb  ftrong  and  puillant  were. 

That  feem'd  a  marbJe  pillour  it  could  bow  : 

But  all  that  leg  which  did  his  body  bear. 

It  crackt  throughout,  yet  did  no  blood  appear; 

So  as  it  was  unable  to  ilipport 

So  huge  a  burden  on  luch  broken  gear, 

But  tell  to  ground,  like  to  a  lump  of  dirt ; 

Whence  he  alTaid  to  rife,  but  could  not  for  his  hurt 

XVII. 

Eftfoons  the  Prince  to  him  full  nimbly  ftept ; 
And  left  he  fliould  recover  foot  again, 
His  head  meant  from  his  ihoulders  to  have  f^^ept. 
Which  when  the  Eady  faw,  fhe  cride  amain  ; 
Stay,  ftay,  Sir  Knight,  for  love  of  God  ablla'in. 
From  that  unwares  ye  weetlefs  do  intend  ; 
Slay  not  that  Carle  though  worthy  to  be  flain  : 
For  more  on  him  doth  than  himfelf  depend; 

My  life  will  by  his  death  have  lamentable  end 

XVIII. 

He  ftayd  his  hand  according  her  dejfire. 
Yet  nathemore  him  fufFred  to  arife  ; 
But  ftill  fuppreffing,  'gan  of  her  inquire. 
What  meaning  mote  thofe  uncouth  words  comprife 
That  in  that  villains  health  her  Mety  lies:  ' 

That  were  no  might  in  man,  nor  heart  in  Knights 
Which  durft  her  dreaded  refcue  enterprife,  ' 

Yet  heavens  themfelves,  that  favour  feeble  rjo-hts. 

Would  for  itfelf  redrefs,  and  punifli  fuch  defpiShts* 

XIX.  "^ 

Then  burfting  forth  in  tears,  which  gulhed  faft 
Like  many  water- ftreams,  awhile  ihe  ftaid  : 
Till  the  Iharp  pafilon  being  over-paft. 
Her  tongue  to  her  reftor'd,  then  thus  Ihe  faid  ; 
Nor  heavens,  nor  men,  can  me  moft  wretched  Maid 
Deliver  from  the  doom  of  my  defart ; 
The  which  the  God  of  Love  hath  on  me  laid. 
And  damned  to  endure  this  direful  fmart, 

por  penance  of  my  proud  and  hard  rebellious  heart. 
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XX. 

In  prime  of  youthly  years,  when  firft  the  flowre 
Of  beauty  'gan  to  bud,  and  bloofm  delight, 
And  Nature  me  endu'd  with  plenteous  dowre 
Of  all  her  gifts  that  pleas'd  each  living  fight, 
1  was  belov'd  of  many  a  gentle  Knight, 
And  fu'd  and  fought  with  all  the  fervice  due  : 
Full  many  a  one  for  me  deep  groand,  and  figh't, 
And  to  the  door  of  death  for  iorrow  drew, 

Complaining  out  on  me,  that  would  not  on  them  rew. 

XXI. 

But  let  them  love  that  lift,  or  live  or  die  : 
Me  lift  not  die  for  any  Lovers  dool  : 
Ne  lift  me  leave  m.y  loved  liberty, 
To  pity  him  that  lift  to  play  the  fool  : 
To  love  myfelf  I  learned  had  in  fchool. 
Thus  I  triumphed  long  in  Lovers  pain. 
And  fitting  carelefs  on  the  fcorners  ftool, 
Did  laugh  at  thofe  that  did  lament  and  plain  • 

But  all  is  now  repayd  with  intereft  again. 

XXII. 

For  lo,  the  v/inged  God,  that  woundeth  hearts, 
Caus'd  me  be  called  to  account  therefore  ; 
And  for  revengement  of  thofe  wrongful  fmaitSj 
Which  I  to  others  did  inflift  afore, 
Addeem'd  me  to  endure  this  penance  fore ; 
That  in  this  wife,  and  this  unmeet  array. 
With  thefe  two  lewd  companions,  and  no  more, 
Difdain  and  Scorn,  I  through  the  world  ftiould  ftrav, 

Till  I  have  fav'd  fo  many  as  I  earft  did  flav. 

XXIII. 

Certes,  faid  then  the  Prince,  the  God  is  juft-, 
That  taketh  vengeance  of  his  peoples  fpoii : 
For  were  no  law  in  Love,  but  all  that  luft 
Might  them  opprefs,  and  painfully  turmoilj 
His  kingdom  would  continue  but  awhile. 
But  tell  me  Lady,  wherefore  do  you  bear 
This  bottle  thus  before  you  with  fuch  toil, 
And  eke  this  wallet  at  your  back  arear. 

That  for  thefe  Carles  tQ  carry  much  more  comely  were?l 
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XXIV. 

Here  in  this  bottle,  faid  the  forry  Maid, 
I  put  the  tears  of  my  contrition. 
Till  to  the  brim  I  have  it  full  defraid  : 
And  in  this  bag  which  I  behind  me  don, 
I  put  repentance  for  things  paft  and  gon. 
Yet  is  the  bottle  leak,  and  bag  Co  torn. 
That  all  which  I  put  in,  tails  out  anon  ; 
And  is  behind  me  trodden  down  of  Sco?'n, 

Who  mocketh  all  my  pain,  and  laughs  the  more  I  moura. 

■XXV. 

The  Infant  hearkned  wifely  to  her  tale. 

And  wondred  much  at  Cupids  judgment  wife. 

That  could  fo  meekly  make  proud  hearts  availe. 

And  wreak  himfelf  on  them  that  him  defpife. 

Then  fuffred  he  Difdain  up  to  arife. 

Who  was  not  able  up  himfelf  to  rear. 

By  means  his  leg,  through  his  late  lucklefs  prife. 

Was  crakt  in  twain  •,  but  by  his  fooliln  Feer 

Vv^'as  holpen  up,  v^ho  him  fupported  Handing  near. 

XXVI. 

But  being  up,  he  lookt  again  aloft. 
As  if  he  never  had  received  fall ; 
And  with  Hern  eye-brows  llared  at  him  oft^ 
As  if  he  would  have  daunted  him  withall  : 
And  Handing  on  his  tip-toes  to  feem  tall, 
Down  on  his  golden  feet  he  often  gaz'd. 
As  if  fuch  pride  the  other  could  apali  j 
Who  was  fo  far  from  being  ought  amaz'd 

That  he  his  looks  defpifed,  and  his  boaft  difpraisM, 

XXVII. 

Then  turned  back  unto  that  captive  thrall. 

Who  all  this  while  ftood  there  befide  them  bound. 

Unwilling  to  be  known,  or  feen  at  all. 

He  from  thofe  bands  ween'd  him  to  have  unwound. 

But  when  approaching  near,  he  plainly  found. 

It  was  his  own  true  Groom,  the  gentle  Squire, 

He  thereat  wcxt  exceedingly  allound, 

And  him  did  oft  embrace,  and  oft  admire; 

Ne  could,  with  feeing,  fatisfie  his  great  defire« 
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XXVIII. 

Mean  while,  the  falvage  man,  when  he  beheld 
That  huge  great  Fool  opprelTing  th'other  Knight, 
Whom  with  his  weight  unwieldly  down  he  held. 
He  flew  upon  him,  like  a  greedy  Kight, 
Unto  fome  carrion  ofFer'd  to  his  fight : 
And  down  him  plucking,  with  his  nails  and  teetli 
'Gan  him  to  hale  and  tear,  and  fcratch  and  bite  j 
And  from  him  taking  his  own  whip,  therewith 

So  fore  him  fcourgeth,  that  the  bloud  down  followeth, 

XXIX. 

And  fure,  I  ween,  had  not  the  Ladies  cry 
Frocur'd  the  Prince  his  cruel  hand  to  ilay. 
He  would  with  whipping  him  have  done  to  die  : 
But  being  checkt,  he  did  abftain  ftraightway. 
And  let  him  rife.     Then  thus  the  Prince  'gan  fay  ; 
Now  Lady,  fith  your  fortunes  thus  difpofe, 
That  if  ye  lift  have  liberty,  ye  may. 
Unto  your  felf  I  freely  leave  to  choofe. 

Whether  I  fliall  you  leave,  or  from  thefe  villains  loofe, 

XXX. 

Ah  I  nay.  Sir  Knight,  faid  flie,  it  may  not  be. 
But  that  I  needs  muil  by  all  means  fulfill 
This  penance,  which  enjoined  is  to  me. 
Left  unto  me  betide  a  greater  ill ; 
Yet  no  lefs  thanks  to  you  for  your  good  will. 
So  humbly  taking  leave,  fhe  turn'd  afide  : 
But  Arthur^  with  the  reft,  went  onward  ftill 
On  his  firft  queft  :  in  which  did  him  betide 

A  great  adventure,  which  did  him  from  them  divide, 

XXXL 

But  firft,  it  falleth  me  by  courfe  to  tell 
Of  fair  Serena  :  who  as  earft  you  heard, 
When  firft  the  gentle  Squire  at  variance  fell 
W^ith  thofe  two  Carles,  fled  faft  away,  afeard 
Of  viliany.to  be  to  her  inferd  : 
So  freih  the  image  of  her  former  dread, 
Y"et  dwelling  in  her  eye,  to  her  appeard, 
That  every  foot  did  tremble,  which  did  tread  j 

And  every  body  two,  and  tv/o  fhe  four  did  read. 
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XXXII. 

ThroughhiIlsanddales,throughbufhes,andthroLighbrered 
Long  thus  fhe  fled,  till  that  at  laft  jQie  thought 
Herfelf  now  pad  the  peril  of  her  fears. 
Then  looking  round  about,  and  feeing  nought, 
Which  doubt  of  danger  to  her  offer  mought. 
She  from  her  palfrey  lighted  on  the  plain  ; 
.And  fitting  down,  her  felf  awhile  bethought 
Of  her  long  travel,  and  turmoiling  pain  j 

And  often  did  of  love,  and  oft  of  luck  complairi* 
XXXIII. 

And  evermore,  fhe  blamed  Calepine, 

The  good  Sir  Calepine,  her  own  true  Knightj 
As  th^only  author  of  her  woeful  tine  : 
For  being  of  his  love  to  her  fo  light. 
As  her  to  leave  in  fuch  a  piteous  plight. 
Yet  never  Turtle  truer  to  his  Make, 
Than  he  was  tride  unto  his  Lady  bright : 
"Who  all  this  while  endured  for  her  fake. 

Great  peril  of  his  life,  and  reftlefs  pains  did  takso 
XXXIV. 

Tho  whenas  all  her  plaints  fhe  had  difplaid. 
And  well  difourden'd  her  engrieved  breaffj, 
Upon  the  grafs  herfelf  adown  flie  laid  ; 
Where  being  tir'd  with  travel,  and  opprefl 
With  forrow,  (he  betook  herfelf  to  reft. 
There  whilft  in  A-forpheus  bofom  fafe  (he  lay, 
Fearlefs  of  ought  that  mote  her  peace  molefi, 
Falfe  Fortune  did  her  fafety  betray. 

Unto  a  ftrange  mifchance,  that  menac'd  her  decay, 

XXXV. 

In  thefe  wild  defarts,  where  fhe  now  abode. 
There  dwelt  a  falvage  nation,  which  did  live 
Of  ftealth  and  fpoil,  and  making  nightly  road 
Into  their  neighbours  borders  :   ne  did  give 
Themfelves  to  any  trade  (as  for  to  drive 
The  painful  plough,  or  cattle  for  to  breed. 
Or  by  adventrous  merchandize  to  thrive; 
But  on  the  labours  of  poor  men  to  feed, 

And  ferve  their  own  necciiicies  v/ith.  others  L^sd. 

VOL.'IL  G   G- 
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XXXVI. 

Thereto  they  us'd  one  moft  accurfed  order. 

To  eat  the  fiefh  of  men,  whom  they  mote  find. 
And  ftrangers  to  devour,  which  on  their  border 
Were  brought  by  errour,  or  by  wreckful  wind, 
A  monftrous  cruelty  'gainft  courfe  of  kind. 
They  towards  evening  wand  ring  every  way. 
To  feek  for  booty,  came  (by  Fortune  blind) 
Whereas  this  Lady,  like  a  Sheep  aftray. 

Now  drowned  in  the  depth  of  fleep  all  fearlefs  lay. 
XXXVII. 

Soon  as  they  fpide  her.  Lord  what  gladful  glee 

They  made  amongft  themfelves !  but  when  her  face 
Like  the  fair  ivory  fhining  they  did  fee. 
Each  'gan  his  fellow  folace  and  embrace. 
For  joy  of  fuch  good  hap  by  heavenly  grace. 
Then  *gan  they  to  devife  what  courfe  to  take  : 
Whether  to  flay  her  there  upon  the  place. 
Or  fuffer  her  out  of  her  fleep  to  wake. 

And  then  her  eat  attonce  ;  or  many  meals  to  make. 
XXXVIII. 

The  bed  advizement  was  of  bad,  to  let  her  • : 

Sleep  out  her  fill,  without  encomberment : 
For  fleep  (they  faid)  would  make  her  battil  better. 
Then  when  fhe  wak'd,  they  all  gave  one  confent,    ' 
That  fith  by  grace  of  God  Ihe  there  was  fent. 
Unto  their  God  they  would  her  facrifize  ; 
Whole  fliare,  her  guiklefs  blood  they  would  prefent : 
But  of  her  dainty  flefii  they  did  devize 

To  make' a  common  feail,  and  feed  with  gormandize. 

XXXIX. 

So  round  about  her  they  themfelves  did  place 
'  Upon  the  grafs,  and  diverfly  difpofe, 
As  each  thought  beft  to  fpend  the  lingring  fpace. 
Some  with  their  eyes  the  daintiefr  morfels  chofe; 
Some  praife  her  paps,  fome  praife  her  lips  and  nofe; 
Some  vvhet  their  knives,  and  ilrip  their  elbows  bar^  : 
The  Prieft  himfelf  a  girlond  doth  compofe 
Of  fineft  flowres,  and  v;ith  lull  bufie  care 

His  bloody  vefiels  wafli,  and  holy  fire  prepare. 
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XL. 

The  Damzel  wakes :  then  all  attonce  upftart, 
And  round  about  her  flock,  like  many  flieSj, 
Whooping,  and  hollov/ing  on  every  part, 
As  if  they  would  have  rent  the  brafen  fkies. 
Which  when  fhe  fees  with  ghaftly  griefful  eyes^ 
Her  heart  does  quake,  and  deadly  pallid  hue 
Benumbs  her  cheeks  :  Then  out  aloud  flie  cries, 
Where  none  is  nigh  to  hear,  that  will  her  rue, 

And  rends  her  golden  locks,  and  fnowy  brcafts  embrue. 

XLI. 

But  all  boots  not  t  they  hands  upon  her  lay  ; 
And  firfl  they  fpoil  her  of  her  jewels  dear» 
And  afterwards  of  all  her  rich  array  •, 
The  which  amongft  them  they  in  pieces  tear, 
And  of  the  prey  each  one  a  part  doth  bear. 
Now  being  naked  to  their  fordid  eyes 
The  goodly  treafures  of  nature  appear  : 
Which  as  they  view  with  luftful  fantafies. 

Each  wifbeth  to  himfeif,  and  to  the  reft  envies. 

XLII. 

Her  ivory  neck,  her  alablafter  breaft. 

Her  paps,  which  like  white  fiiken  pillows  were, 

For  Love  in  foft  delight  thereon  to  reft ; 

Her  tender  fides,  her  belly  white  and  clear. 

Which  like  an  altar  did  it  felf  uprear, 

To  offer  facrifice  divine  thereon  •, 

Her  goodly  thighs,  whofe  glory  did  a,ppear 

Like  a  triumphal  arch,  and  thereupon 

The  fpoils  of  Princes  hang'd,  which  were  in  battle  won : 

XLIII. 

Thofe  dainty  parts,  the  deariings  of  delight. 

Which  mote  not  be  prophan'd  of  common  eyes, 
Thofe  villains  viev/'d  with  loofe  lafcivious  fight, 
And  ciofely  tempted  with  their  crafty  fpies  ; 
And  fome  of  them  *gan  'mongft  themfelves  devife, 
Thereof  by  force  to  take  their  beaftly  pleafure. 
But  them  the  Prieft  rebukino-  did  advife 
To  dare  not  ro  pollute  fo  facred  treafure, 

Vow'd-  to  the  Gods ;  religion  held  even  thieves  in  meafare, 

C  c  2 
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XLIV. 

So  being  ftayd,  they  her  from  thence  direded 
Unto  a  Uttle  grove  not  far  afide. 
In  which  an  altar  Ihortly  they  ereded. 
To  flay  her  on.    And  now  the  eventide 
His  broad  black  wings  had  through  the  heavens  wide 
By  this  difpread,  that  was  the  time  ordain'd 
For  fuch  a  difmal  deed,  their  guilt  to  hide  : 
Of  few  green  turfs  an  altar  foon  they  fain'd. 

And  deckt  it  all  with  flowrs,  which  thev  nigh  hand  obtain'dr 

XLV. 

Tho  whenas  all  things  ready  were  aright. 
The  Damzel  was  before  the  altar  fet. 
Being  already  dead  with  fearful  fright. 
To  whom  the  Prieft  with  naked  arms  full  net 
Approaching  nigh,  and  murdrous  knife  well  whet, 
'Gan  mutter  clofe  a  certain  fecret  charm, 
With  other  devilifh  ceremonies  met: 
Which  done,  he  'gan  aloft  t'advance  his  arm. 

Whereat  they  Ihouted  all,  and  made  a  loud  alarm. 

XLVI. 

Then  'gan  the  bag-pipes  and  the  horns  to  Ihrill 
And  ihriek  aloud,  that  with  the  peoples  voice 
Confufed,  did  the  air  with  terrour  fill. 
And  made  the  wood  to  tremble  at  the  noife  : 
The  whiles  fhe  waild,  the  more  they  did  rejoice. 
Now  mote  ye  underiland  that  to  this  grove 
Sir  Cdepine  by  chance,  more  than  by  choice. 
The  felf-fame  evening  fortune  hither  drove. 

As  he  to  feek  Serena  through  the  woods  did  rove. 

XLVII. 

Long  had  he  fought  her,  and  through  many  a  foil 
Had  travel'd  itill  on  foot  in  heavy  arms, 
Ne  ought  was  tired  with  his  endlefs  toil, 
Ne  ought  was  feared  of  his  certain  harms  : 
And  now  all  weetlefs  of  the  wretched  ftorms. 
In  which  his  Love  was  loft,  he  flept  full  faft. 
Till  being  waked  with  thefe  loud  alarms. 
He  lightly  ftarted  up  like  one  aghaft,  | 

And  catching  up  his  arms,  ftraight  to  the  noife  forth  paft.  j 
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XLVIII. 

There  by  th'uncertain  glimpfe  of  flarry  night,' 
And  by  the  twinkling  of  their  facred  fire. 
He  mote  perceive  a  little  dawning  fight 
Of  all,  which  there  was  doing  in  that  quire  : 
'Mongft  whom,  a  woman  fpoild  of  all  attire 
He  fpide  lamenting  her  unlucky  ftrife. 
And  groaning  fore  from  grieved  heart  entire ; 
Eftfoons  he  law  one  with  a  naked  knife 

Ready  to  launce  her  bread,  and  let  out  loved  life. 

XLIX. 

With  that  he  thruils  into  the  thickefb  throng. 
And  ev'n  as  his  right  hand  adown  defcends. 
He  him  preventing,  lays  on  earth  along. 
And  facrififeth  to  th'infernal  Fiends. 
Then  to  the  reft  his  wrathful  hand  he  bends  : 
Of  whom  he  makes  fuch  havock  and  fuch  hew. 
That  fwarms  of  damned  fouls  to  hell  he  fends: 
The  reft,  that  fcape  his  fword  and  death  efchew. 

Fly  like  a  flock  of  Doves  before  a  Faulcons  view.  • 

L. 

From  them  returning  to  that  Lady  back, 
"Whom  by  the  altar  he  doth  fitting  find. 
Yet  fearing  death,  and  next  to  death,  the  lack 
Of  clothes  to  cover  what  ftie  ought  by  kind. 
He  firft  her  hands  begineth  to  unbind ; 
And  then  to  queftion  of  her  prefent  woe ; 
And  afterwards  to  chear  with  fpeeches  kind. 
But  ftie,  for  nought  that  he  could  fay  or  do. 

One  word  durft  fpeak,  or  anfwer  him  awhit  thereto, 

LI. 

So  inward  fhameof  her  uncomely  cafe 

She  did  conceive,  through  care  of  womanhood. 
That  though  the  night  did  cover  her  difgrace. 
Yet  ftie  in  fo  unwomanly  a  mood. 
Would  not  bewray  the  ftate  in  which  fhe  ftood. 
So  all  that  night  to  him  unknown  Ihe  paft. 
But  day  that  doth  difcover  bad  and  good. 
.  Enfuing,  made  her  known  to  him  at  laft : 

The  end  whereof  I'll  licep  until  another  caft. 

C  c  3 
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C  A  N  T  O    IX. 

Calidore  hofts  with  Melibs, 

And  loves  fair  Paftorell ; 
Coridon  envies  him,  yet  he 

For  ill  rewards  him  wdl. 

I. 

'ow  turn  again  my  team  thou  jolly  fwain. 
Back  to  the  furrow  which  I  lately  left; 
I  lately  left  a  furrow,  one  or  twain 
Unplough'd,  the  which  my  coulter  hath  not  cleft  i 
Yet  feem'd  the  foil  both  fair  and  fruitful  th^ 
As  I  it  paft  J  that  were  too  great  a  fiiame. 
That  fo  rich  fruit  ftiould  be  from  us  bereft  j 
Befides  the  great  difhonour  and  defame. 

Which  fliould  befall  to  Calidore* s  immortal  name. 

XL 

Great  travel  hath  the  gentle  Calidore 
And  toil  endured,  fith  I  left  him  lafl; 
'Sueing  the  Blatant  Beafi ;  which  I  forbore 
To  finifh  then,  for  other  prefent  hade. 
Full  many  paths,  and  perils  he  hath  paft,        [plains, 
Throughnills,throughda]es,throughforefts,andthrough 
In  that  fame  queft,  which  Fortune  on  him  caft  ; 
Which  he  atchieved  to  his  own  great  gains. 

Reaping  eternal  glory  of  his  reftlefs  pains, 

III. 

So  Iharply  he  the  monller  did  purfue. 

That  day  nor  night  he  fufier'd  him  to  reft : 
Ne  refled  he  himfelf  (but  natures  due) 
For  dread  of  danger,  not  to  be  redreft. 
If  he  for  floth  fordackt  fo  famous  queft. 
Him  firft  from  court  he  to  the  cities  cours'd. 
And  from  the  cities  to  the  towns  him  prefl. 
And  from  the  towns  into  the  country  forc*d, 

And  from  the  country  back  to  private  farms  he  fcors'd. 
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IV. 

From  thence  into  the  open  fields  he  fled. 

Whereas  the  Hero's  were  keeping  of  their  Neat, 
And  Shepherds  finging  to  their  flocks  that  fed. 
Lays  of  fweet  love  and  youths  delightful  heat : 
Him  thither  eke  (for  all  his  fearful  threat 
He  follow'd  fafl:,  and  chafed  him  fo  nigh, 
|,    That  to  the  folds,  where  fheep  at  night  do  feat, 
p   And  to  the  little  cotes,  where  Shepherds  lye. 

In  winters  wrathful  time,  he  forced  him  to  flye. 

V. 

There  on  a  day  as  he  purfu*d  the  chace, 

He  chanc'd  to  fpy  a  fort  of  fliepherd  grooms. 

Playing  on  pipes,  and  caroling  apace, 

The  whiles  their  beafts  there  in  the  budded  brooms 

Befide  them  fed,  and  nipt  the  tender  blooms : 

For  other  worldly  wealth  they  cared  nought. 

To  whom  Sir  Calidore  yet  fweating  comes. 

And  them  to  tell  him  courteoufly  befought. 

If  fuch  a  beafl:  they  faw,  which  he  had  thither  brought. 

VI. 

They  anfwer'd  him,  that  no  fuch  beafl:  they  faw. 
Nor  any  wicked  Fiend  that  mote  offend 
Their  happy  flocks,  nor  danger  to  them  draw  : 
But  if  that  fuch  there  were  (as  none  they  kend) 
They  prayd  high  God  him  far  from  them  to  fend. 
Then  one  of  them  him  feeing  fo  to  fweat. 
After  his  rufl:ick  wife  (that  well  he  weend) 
Ofired  him  drink,  to  quench  his  thirfl:y  heat. 

And  if  he  hungry  were,  him  ofired  eke  to  eat. 

VII. 

The  Knight  was  nothing  nice,  where  was  no  need. 
And  took  their  gentle  ofi^er:  fo  adown 
They  prayd  him  fit,  and  gave  him  for  to  feed 
Such  homely  what,  as  ferves  the  fimple  clown. 
That  doth  defpife  the  dainties  of  the  town. 
Tho  having  fed  his  fill,  he  there  befide 
Saw  a  fair  Damzel,  which  did  wear  a  crown 
Of  fundry  flowres,  with  filken  ribbands  ty'd, 

Yclad  in  home-made  green  that  her  own  hands  had  dy'd. 

C  c  4 
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VIII. 

Upon  a  little  hillock  fhe  was  plac*d 

Higher  than  all  the  reft,  and  round  about 
Environ'd  with  a  girlond,  goodly  grac'd. 
Of  lovely  Laffes :  and  theai  all  without 
The  lufty  lliepherd  fwains  fate  in  a  rout, 
The  which  did  pipe  and  fing  her  praifes  due;' 
And  ofc  rejoice,  and  oft  for  wonder  fhout, 
As  if  Ibme  miracle  of  heavenly  hue 

"Were  down  to  them  defcended  in  that  earthly  view, 

IX. 

And  foothly  fure  flie  was  full  fair  of  face. 
And  perfedly  well  fhap'd  in  every  limb  ; 
Which  fhe  did  more  augment  with  modefl  gracCj^ 
And  comely  carriage  of  her  countenance  trim. 
That  all  the  reft  like  lefTer  lamps  did  dim : 
"Who  her  admiring  as  fome  heavenly  wight, 
Pid  for  their  foveraine  Goddefs  her  efteem. 
And  caroling  her  name  both  day  and  night. 

The  faireft  Pajiorelia  her  by  pame  did  hight. 

X. 

JS^e  was  there  FTerd,  ne  was  there  fhepherds  fwain 
But  her  did  honour,  and  eke  many  a  one 
Burnt  in  her  love,  and  with  fweet  pieafing  pain 
Full  many  a  night  for  her  did  figh  and  groane  : 
But  moft  of  all  the  fhepherd  Coridon 
For  her  did  languilh,  and  his  dear  life  fpend; 
Yet  neither  fhe  for  him,  nor  other  none 
Pid  care  a  whit,  ne  any  liking  lend  : 

Though  mean  her  lot,  yet  higher  did  her  mind  afcend, 

XI 

Jler  whiles  Sir  Calidore  there  viewed  well, 

And  markt  her  rare  demeanure,  which  him  feem'ci 

So  far  the  mien  of  Shepherds  to  excell, 

As  that  he  in  his  mind  her  worthy  deem'd, 

To  be  a  Princes  paragone  efleem'ci ; 

He  was  unawares  furpriz'd  in  fubtil  bands 

Of  the  blind  Boy,  ne  thence  could  be  redeem'd 

By  any  fkill  out  of  his  cruel  hands. 

Caught  like  the  bird,  which  gazing  ftili  on  others  flanks, 
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XII. 

So  ftood  he  flill  long  gazing  thereupon, 
Ne  any  will  had  thence  to  move  away. 
Although  his  queft  were  far  afore  him  gone : 
But  after  he  had  fed,  yet  did  he  ftay. 
And  fate  there  dill,  until  the  flying  day 
Was  far  forth  fpent,  difcourfing  diverfly 
Of  fundry  things,  as  fell,  to  work  delay  ; 
And  evermore  his  fpeech  he  did  apply 

To  th'  Herds,  but  meant  them  to  the  Damzels  fantafy. 

XIII. 

By  this,  the  moifty  night  approaching  faft. 
Her  dewy  humour  'gan  on  th*earth  to  fhed, 
That  warn'd  the  Shepherds  to  their  homes  to  haft^ 
Their  tender  flocks,  now  being  fully  fed. 
For  fear  of  wetting  them  before  their  bed. 
Then  came  to  them  a  good  old  aged  Sire, 
Whofe  filver  locks  bedeckt  his  beard  and  head. 
With  fliepherds  hook  in  hand,  and  fit  attire. 

That  wiird  the  Damzell  rife  ;  the  day  did  now  expire. 

XIV. 

He  was  to  weet  by  common  voice  efl:eem*d 
The  Father  of  the  fairefl:  Piijlorell^ 
And  of  herfelf  in  very  deed  fo  deem'd ; 
Yet  was  not  fo,  but  as  old  ftories  tell 
Found  her  by  fortune,  which  to  him  befell. 
In  th'open  fields  an  infant  left  alone. 
And  taking  up  brought  home,  and  nurfed  well 
As  his  own  child  ;  for  other  he  had  none. 

That  flie  in  trad  of  time  accounted  was  his  own. 

XV. 

phe  at  his  bidding  meekly  did  arife. 

And  ftraight  unto  her  little  flock  did  fare;-> 
Then  all  the  reft  about  her  rofe  likewife. 
And  each  his  fundry  fheep  with  feveral  care 
Gather'd  together,  and  them  homeward  bare  : 
Whilfl:  every  one  with  helping  hands  did  ftrive 
Amongft  themfelves,  and  did  their  labours  fliare. 
To  help  fair  Pajiorella  home  to  drive 

Jier  fleecy  flock  -,  bvit  Corridon  moft  help  did  give. 
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XVI. 

But  MeB^  (fo  hlght  that  good  old  mahj 
Now  feeing  Cdidore  left  all  alone, 
And  night  arrived  hard  at  hand,  began 
Him  to  invite  unto  his  fimple  home: 
Which  though  it  were  a  cottage  clad  with  lome. 
And  all  things  therein  mean  -,  yet  better  fo 
To  lodge,  than  in  the  falvage  fields  to  roame. 
The  Knight  full  gladly  foon  agreed  thereto. 

Being  his  hearts  own  wifh,  and  home  with  him  did  go, 

XVII. 

There  he  was  welcomM  of  that  honefl:  Sire, 
And  of  his  aged  beldame  homely  well ; 
"Who  him  befought  him  felf  to  difattire. 
And  reft  himfelf,  till  fupper  time  befell ; 
By  which  home  came  the  fairefl  Pajlorell^ 
After  her  flock  flie  in  her  fold  had  tyde: 
And  fupper  ready  dight,  they  to  it  fell 
With  fmall  ado,  and  nature  fatisfide. 

The  which  doth  little  crave,  contented  to  abide. 

XVIII. 

Tho  when  they  had  their  hunger  flaked  well. 
And  the  fair  Maid  the  table  ta'en  away ; 
The  gentle  Knight,  as  he  that  did  excell 
In  courtefie,  and  well  could  do  and  fay. 
For  fo  great  kindnefs  as  he  found  that  day, 
Gan  greatly  thank  his  hoft  and  his  good  wife  j 
And  drawing  thence  his  fpeech  another  way, 
Gan  highly  to  commend  the  happy  life 

Which  fhepherds  lead,  without  debate  or  bitter  ftrife. 

XIX. 

How  much,  faid  he,  more  happy  is  the  ftate. 
In  which  ye  Father  here  do  dwell  at  eafe. 
Leading  a  lite  fo  tree  and  fortunate. 
From  all  the  tempefls  of  thefe  wordly  feas, 
W^hich  tofs  the  reft  in  dangerous  difeafe  ? 
Where  wars  and  wrecks,  and  wicked  enmity 
Do  them  affiicl,  which  no  man  can  appeafe  -, 
That  certes  I  your  happinefs  envy 

And  wilh  my  lot  were  plac'd  in  fuch  felicity. 
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&. 

Surely  my  Son  (then  anfwer'd  he  again) 
It  happy,  then  it  is  in  this  intent. 
That  having  fmall,  yet  do  I  not  complain 
Of  want,  ne  wilh  for  more  it  to  augment. 
But  do  my  felf,  with  that  I  have,  content ; 
So  taught  of  Nature,  which  doth  Httle  need 
Of  foreign  helps  to  lifes  due  nourifhment. 
The  fields  my  food,  my  flock  my  rayment  breed  5 

No  better  do  I  wear,  no  better  do  I  feed. 

XXI. 

Therefore  I  do  not  any  one  envy. 
Nor  am  envide  of  any  one  therefore ; 
They  that  have  much,  fear  much  to  lofe  thereby. 
And  (tore  of  cares  do  follow  riches  ftore. 

;    The  little  that  I  have  grows  daily  more 

j    Without  my  care,  but  only  to  attend  it. 

-    My  Lambs  do  every  year  encreafe  their  fcore. 
And  my  flocks  father  daily  doth  amend  it. 

What  have  1, but  to  praife  th' Almighty,that  doth  fend  it  ? 

XXII. 

To  them,  that  lifl:,  the  worlds  gay  fhows  I  leave. 
And  to  great  ones  fuch  follies  do  forgive. 
Which  oft  through  pride  do  their  own  peril  weave. 
And  through  ambition  down  themfelves  do  drive 
To  fad  decay,  that  might  contented  live. 
Me  no  fuch  cares  nor  combrous  thoughts  offend, 
Ne  once  my  minds  unmoved  quiet  grieve  ; 
But  all  the  night  in  fiiver  fleep  I  fpend. 

And  all  the  day  to  what  I  lifl:,  I  do  attend. 

XXIIL 

Sometimes  I  hunt  the  Fox,  the  vowed  foe 
Unto  my  Lambs,  and  him  diflodge  away ; 
Sometime  the  Fawn  I  pradice,  from  the  Doe, 
Or  from  the  Goat  her  kid  how  to  convey  j 
Another  while  I  baits  and  nets  difplay. 
The  Birds  to  catch  or  Fifhes  to  beguile : 
And  when  I  weary  am,  I  down  do  lay 
My  limbs  in  every  fhade,  to  reft  from  toil. 

And  drink  of  every  brook, when  thirft  mythroatdoth  boil. 
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XXIV. 

The  time  was  once,  in  my  firft  prime  of  years,  ' 

When  pride  of  youth  forth  pricked  my  defire. 
That  I  difdain'd  amongfl:  mine  equal  peers 
To  follow  fheep  and  ihepherds  bafe  attire  : 
For  further  fortune  then  I  would  inquire. 
And  leaving  home,  to  Royal  court  I  fought  i 
Where  I  did  fell  my  felf  for  yearly  hire. 
And  in  the  Princes  garden  daily  wrought : 

There  I  beheld  fuch  vainnefs,  as  I  never  thought. 

XXV. 

With  fight  whereof  foon  cloyd,  and  long  deluded 
With  idle  hopes,  which  them  do  entertain. 
After  I  had  ten  years  my  felf  excluded 
From  native  home,  and  fpent  my  youth  in  vain, 
I  'gan  my  follies  to  my  felf  to  plain. 
And  this  fweet  peace,  whofe  lack  did  then  appear. 
Tho  back  returning  to  my  fheep  again, 
I  from  thenceforth  have  learn'd  to  love  more  dear 

This  lowly  quiet  life,  which  I  inherit  here. 

XXVI. 

Whiifl  thus  he  talkt,  the  Knight  with  greedy  care 
Hung  ilill  upon  his  melting  mouth  attent; 
Whofe  fenfetul  words  empierc'd  his  heart  lb  near, 

;     That  he  was  wrapt  with  double  ravifhment. 

Both  of  his  fpeech  that  wrought  him  great  content. 
And  alfo  of  the  objed  of  his  view. 
On  which  his  hungry  eye  was  always  bent ; 
That  'tv/ixt  his  pleafmg  tongue,  and  her  fair  hue. 

He  lofl  himfeif,  and  like  one  half  entranced  grew. 

XXVII. 

Yet  to  occafion  means,  to  work  his  mind, 
And  to  infmuate  his  hearts  defire. 
He  thus  reply'd  ;  Now  furely  Sire  I  find, 
That  all  this  worlds  gay  lliows,  which  we  admire, 
Be  but  vain  ihadows  to  this  fate  retire 
Of  life,  which  here  in  lowlinefs  ye  lead, 
Fearlefs  of  foes,  or  Fortunes  wrackful  ire. 
Which  toffeth  flates,  and  under  foot  doth  tread 

,  The  mighty  ones,  afraid  of  every  changes  dread  : 
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XXVIII. 

That  even  I  which  daily  do  behold 

The  glory  of  the  great,  mongft  whom  I  wonne  ; 

And  now  have  prov'd,  what  happinefs  ye  hold 

In  this  fmall  plot  of  your  dominion. 

Now  loath  great  Lordfhip  and  ambition  ; 

And  wilh  the  heavens  fo  much  had  graced  me. 

As  grant  me  live  in  Hke  condition  ; 

Or  that  my  fortunes  might  tranfporfed  be 

From  pitch  of  higher  place,  unto  this  low  degree. 

XXIX. 

In  vain,  faid  then  old  Melibce,  do  men 

The  heavens  of  their  fortunes  fault  accufe  ; 

Sith  they  know  beft,  what  is  the  beft  for  them  : 

For  they  to  each  fuch  fortune  do  diffufe. 

As  they  do  know  each  can  moft  aptly  ufe. 

For  not  that  which  men  covet  moft,  is  beft. 

Nor  that  thing  worft,  which  men  do  moft  refufe  : 

But  fitteft  is,  that  all  contented  reft 

"With  that  they  hold  :  each  hath  his  fortune  in  his  breaft. 

XXX. 

It  is  the  mind  that  maketh  good  or  ill. 

That  maketh  wretch  or  happy,  rich  or  poor ' 
For  fome,  that  hath  abundance  at  his  will. 
Hath  not  enough,  but  wants  in  greateft  ftore  | 
And  other,  that  hath  little,  alks  no  more. 
But  in  that  little  is  both  rich  and  wife. 
For  wifdom  is  moft  riches ;  Fools  therefore 
They  are,  which  fortunes  do  by  vows  devife, 

Sith  each  unto  himfelf  his  life  may  fortunife. 

XXXI. 

Since  then  in  each  mans  felf,  faid  Calidore, 
It  is,  to  faftiion  his  own  lifes  eftate, 
Give  leave  awhile,  good  Father,  in  this  fhore 
To  reft  my  bark,  which  hath  been  beaten  late 
With  ftorms  of  fortune  and  tempeftuous  face. 
In  feas  of  troubles  and  of  toiifom  pain-. 
That  whether  quite  from  them  for  to  retrace 
1  ftiall  refolve,  or  back  to  turn  again, 

I  may  .here  with  yourfelf  fome  fmall  repofe  obtain. 
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XXXII. 

Not  that  the  burden  of  fo  bold  a  gneft 

Shall  chargeful  be,  or  change  to  you  at  all  5 
For  your  mean  food  fhall  be  my  daily  feaft. 
And  this  your  cabin  both  my  bowre  and  hall. 
Befides,  for  recompence  hereof,  I  fhall 
You  well  reward,  and  golden  guerdon  give. 
That  may  perhaps  you  better  much  withall. 
And  in  this  quiet  make  you  fafer  live. 

So  forth  he  drew  much  gold,  and  toward  him  it  drive. 
XXXIII. 

But  the  good  man,  nought  tempted  with  the  offer. 
Of  his  rich  mould,  did  thrufl  it  far  away, 
And  thus  befpake ;  Sir  Knight,  your  bounteous  proffer- 
Be  far  from  me,  to  whom  ye  ill  difplay 
That  mucky  mafs,  the  caufe  of  mens  decay. 
That  mote  empair  my  peace  with  dangers  dread. 
But  if  ye  algates  covet  to  afTay 
This  fimple  fort  of  life,  that  Shepherds  lead. 

Be  it  your  own  :  our  rudenefs  to  your  felf  aread. 

XXXIV. 

So  there  that  night  Sir  Calidore  did  dwell. 

And  long  while  after,  whilfl  him  lift  remainj 
Daily  beholding  the  fair  Pajiorell, 
And  feeding  on  the  bait  of  his  own  bane. 
During  which  time,  he  did  her  entertain 
With  all  kind  courtelies,  he  could  invent; 
And  every  day  her  company  to  gain, 
"When  to  the  field  fhe  went,  he  with  her  went : 

So  for  to  quench  his  fire,  he  did  it  more  augment. 

XXXV. 

But  fhe  that  never  had  acquainted  been 

With  fuch  queint  ufage,  fit  for  Queens  and  Kings, 

Ne  ever  had  fuch  knightly  fervice  fcen 

(But  being  bred  under  bafe  Shepherds  wings. 

Had  ever  iearn'd  to  love  the  lowly  things) 

Did  lictie  whit  regard  his  courteous  guife : 

But  cared  more  for  Colins  carolings 

Than  all  that  he  could  do,  or  ev'r  devife  t 

His  lays,  his  loves,  his  looks  fhe  did  them  all  defpife. 
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XXXVI. 

Which  Calidore  perceiving,  thought  it  beft 
To  change  the  manner  of  his  Jolty  look ; 
And  doffing  his  bright  arms,  himfelf  addrefl: 
In  Oiepherds  weed,  aiKl  in  his  hand  he  took, 
Inftead  of  fteel-head  fpear,  a  Shepherds  hook  ; 
That  who  had  feen  him  then,  would  have  bethought 
On  Phrygian  Paris  by  Plexippus  brook. 
When  he  the  love  of  fair  Oenone  fought. 

What  time  the  golden  apple  was  unto  him  brought. 
XXXVII. 

So  being  clad,  unto  the  fields  he  went 
With  the  fair  Pajlorella  every  day. 
And  kept  her  fheep  with  diligent  attent. 
Watching  to  drive  the  ravenous  Wolf  away. 
The  whilft  at  pleafure  ihe  mote  fport  and  play  j 
And  every  evening  helping  them  to  fold  : 

':     And  otherWhiles  for  meed,  he  did  aflay 

*■    In  his  ftrong  hand  their  rugged  teats  to  hold. 

And  out  of  them  to  prefs  the  milk ;  Love  fo  much  could. 
XXXVIII. 

Which  feeing  Condon,  who  her  likewife 

Long  time  had  lov'd,  and  hop'd  her  love  to  gain. 
He  much  was  troubled  at  that  ftrangers  guife. 
And  many  jealous  thoughts  conceiv'd  in  vain. 
That  this  of  all  his  labour  and  long  pain 
Should  reap  the  harveft,  ere  it  ripen'd  were; 
That  made  him  fcoul,  and  pout,  and  oft  complain 
Of  Pajlorell  to  all  the  Shepherds  there. 

That  fhe  did  love  a  ilranger  fwain  than  him  more  dear, 

XXXIX, 

And  ever  when  he  came  in  company. 

Where  Calidore  was  prefent,  he  would  lour. 
And  bite  his  lip,  and  even  for  jealoufie 
Was  ready  oft  his  own  heart  to  devour. 
Impatient  oi  any  Paramour: 
Who  on  the  other  fide  did  feem  fo  far 
From  malicing,  or  grudging  his  good  hour, 

"'    That  all  he  could,  he  graced  him  with  her, 

I'Nc^  ever  fhewed  ^ign  of  rancour  or  of  jarr. 
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XL. 

And  oft  when  Condon  unto  her  brought 
Or  little  Sparrows,  ftolen  from  their  neft. 
Or  wanton  Squirrels,  in  the  woods  far  fought. 
Or  other  dainty  thing  for  her  addreft ; 
He  would  commend  his  gift,  and  make  the  beft  t 
Yet  fhe  no  whit  his  prefents  did  regard^ 
Ne  him  could  find  to  fancy  in  her  breaft : 
This  new-come  Shepherd  had  his  market  niard. 

Old  love  is  little  worth,  when  new  is  more  prefer'd* 

XLI. 

One  day  whenas  the  Shepherd  fwains  together 
Were  met,  to  make  their  fports  and  merry  glee^ 
As  they  are  wont  in  fair  fun-fhiny  weather. 
The  whiles  their  flocks  in  Ihadows  (hrouded  be^ 
They  fell  to  dance :  Then  did  they  all  agree. 
That  Colin  Clout  Ihould  pipe,  as  one  moft  fit; 
And  Calidore  Ihould  lead  the  ring,  as  he 
That  moft  in  Pajtorellas  grace  did  fit. 

Thereat  frown'd  Condon,  and  his  lip  clofely  blt» 

XLII. 

But  Calidcre,  of  courteous  inclination. 
Took  Coridon,  and  fet  him  in  his  place. 
That  he  Ihould  lead  the  dance,  as  was  his  falhion  j 
For  Coridon  could  dance,  and  trimJy  trace. 
And  whenas  Pajlorella,  him  to  grace. 
Her  flowry  girlond  took  from  her  own  head. 
And  plac'd  on  his,  he  did  it  foon  difplace. 
And  did  it  put  on  Condons  inftead  : 

Then  Coridon  wox  frolick,  that  earft  feemed  dead. 

XLIII. 

Another  time,  whenas  they  did  difpofe 
To  praftice  games,  and  maifteries  to  try. 
They  for  their  Judge  did  Pajiorella  chofej 
A  girlond  was  the  meed  of  viftory. 
There  Coridon^  forth  ftepping  openly, 
Did  challenge  Calidore  to  wreftling  game : 
For  he  through  long  and  perfect  induftry, 
Therein  well  pradis'd  was,  and  in  the  fame     [fhame., 

Thought  fure  t'avenge  his  grudge,  and  work  his  foe  great 
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XLIV. 

But  Calidore  he  greatly  did  miftake ; 

For  he  was  ftrong  and  mightily  ftifFpight, 
That  with  one  fall  his  neck  he  a! moil  brake  : 
And  had  he  not  upon  him  fallen  light, 
His  deareft  joint  he  fure  had  broken  quight. 
Then  was  the  oaken  crown  by  Paftorel 
Given  to  Calidore^  as  his  due  right  % 
But  he  that  did  in  courtefie  exceil, 

Gave  it  to  Ccridon,  and  faid  he  won  it  well. 

XLV. 

^Thus  did  the  gentle  Knight  himfelf  abear 
Amongft  that  ruflick  rout  in  all  his  deeds. 
That  even  they  the  which  his  rivals  were. 
Could  not  malign  him,  but  commend  him  needs  : 
For  courtefie  am.ongil  the  rudeft  breeds 
Good  will  and  favour.     So  it  furely  wrought 
With  this  fair  Maid,  and  in  her  mind  the  feeds 
Of  perfedl  love  did  fow,  that  laft  forth  brought 

The  fruit  of  joy  and  blifs,  though  long  time  dearly  bought*, 

XLVI. 

Thus  Calidore  continu'd  there  long  time. 
To  win  the  love  of  the  fair  Pajiorel-^ 
Which  having  got,  he  ufed  without  crime 

•    Or  blameful  blot ;  but  menagcd  fo  well, 

That  he  of  all  the  reft,   which  there  did  dwell,     . 
Was  favoured,  and  to  her  grace  commended. 
But  what  ftrange  fortunes  unto  him  befell, 
,    Ere  he  attained  the  point  by  him  intended. 

Shall  more  conveniently  in  other  place  be  ended. 


Vol.  I'I,  D  d 
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CANTO    X. 

Calidore  fees  the  Graces  dance ^ 

'To  Col  ins  melody  ? 
T'he  whiles  his  Paftorel  is  led 

Into  captivity. 

I. 

'ho  now  does  follow  the  foul  Blatant  Beajl^ 
Whilft  Calidore  does  follow  that  fair  Maid, 
Unmindful  of  his  vow  and  high  beheafl, 
Which  by  the  Fairy  Queen  was  on  him  laid. 
That  he  fhould  never  leave,  nor  be  delay'd 
From  chafing  him,  till  he  had  it  atchiev'd  ? 
But  now  entrapt  of  love,  which  him  betray'd. 
He  mindeth  more,  how  he  may  be  reliev'd  [griev'd. 

With  grace  from  her,  v/hofe  love  his  heart  hath  fore  en- 

II. 

That  from  henceforth  he  means  no  more  to  fue 
His  former  quell,  fo  full  of  toil  and  pain  ; 
Another  quell,  another  game  in  view 
He  hath,  the  guerdon  of  his  Love  to  gain  : 
With  whom  he  minds  for  ever  to  remain. 
And  fet  his  reft  amongil  the  rullick  fort. 
Rather  than  hunt^  flill  after  fhadows  vain 
Of  courtly  favour,  led  with  light  report 

Of  every  blaft,  and  failing  always  in  the  port. 

in. 

Ne  certes  mote  he  greatly  blamed  be. 
From  fo  high  iiep  to  (loop  unto  fo  low. 
For  who  had  tailed  once  (as  oft  did  he) 
l^he  happy  peace,  which  there  doth  overflow, 
And  prov'd  the  perfect  pleafures  which  do  grow 
Amongil  poor  Hinds,  in  hills,  in  woods,  in  dales. 
Would  never  more  delight  in  painted  fhow 
Of  fuch  falfe  blifs,  as  there  is  fet  for  ftales, 

T'entrap  unv/ary  Fools  in  their  eternal  bales. 


',ii 
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IV. 

For  what  hath,  all  that  goodly  glorious  o-a^e 
Like  to  one  fight,  which  Calidore  did  view  ? 
The  glance  whereof  their  dimmed  eyes  would  daze^ 
That  never  more  they  fhould  endure  the  fhew 
Of  that  fun-fliine,  that  makes  them  look  af]s:eW  : 
Ne  ought  in  all  that  world  of  beauties  rare 

^   (Save  only  Glorianas  heavenly  hue. 

To  which  what  can  compare  ?)  can  It  compare* ; 

The  which,  as  cometh  now  by  courfe,  1  will  declare 

V. 

One  day  as  he  did  range  the  fields  abroad, 
Whilft  his  fair  Pafiorella  was  el fe where. 
He  chanc'd  to  come,  far  from  all  peoples  troad^ 
Unto  a  place,  whofe  pleafance  did  appear 
To  pafs  all  others,  on  the  earth  which  were : 
For  all  that  ever  was  by  natures  skill 
Deviz'd  to  work  delight,  was  gather'd  there^ 
And  there  by  her  were  poured  forth  at  nil, 

As  if  this  to  adorn,  llie  all  the  reft  did  pill. 

VI. 

It  was  an  hill,  plac'd  in  an  open  plain. 

That  round  about  was  border'd  with  a  woodj 

Of  matchiefs  height,  that  feem'd  th'earth  to  difdain  5 

In  which  all  trees  of  honour  ftately  flood, 

And  did  all  winter  as  in  fummer  bud. 

Spreading  pavilions  for  the  birds  to  bowre, 

AVhich  in  their  lower  branches  fung  aloud, 

And  in  their  tops  the  foaring  Hawk  did  towrCj 

Sitting  like  King  of  Fowls,  in  majefty  and  powrc 

VII. 

And  at  the  foot  thereof,  a  gentle  flood 
-His  filver  waves  did  fofcly  tumble  down^ 
Unmar'd  with  ragged  mofs  or  filthy  mud  ; 
Ne  mote  wild  beails,  ne  mote  the  ruder  clown 
Thereto  approach,  ne  filth  mote  therein  drown : 
Bwt  Nymphs  and  Fairies  by  the  banks  did  fit, 
In  the  woods  Ihade,  which  did  the  waters  crown. 
Keeping  all  noilome  things  away  from  it, 

And  to  the  warers  fall  tuning  their  accents  fit 

Dd  2 
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VIII. 

And  on  the  top  thereof  a  fpacious  plain 
Did  fpread  it  felf,  to  ferve  to  all  delight. 
Either  to  dance,  when  they  to  dance  would  fain. 
Or  elfe  to  courfe  about  their  bales  light  •, 
Ne  ought  there  wanted,  which  for  pleafure  might 
Defired  be,  or  thence  to  banifh  bale  : 
So  pleafantly  the  hill,  v/ith  equal  height. 
Did  feem  to  over-look  the  lowly  vale  ; 

Therefore  it  rightly  cleeped  was  mount  Acidak. 

IX. 

They  fay  that  Venus^  when  fhe  did  difpofe 
Her  felt  to  pleafance,  ufed  to  refort 
Unto  this  place,  and  therein  to  repofe 
And  reft  her  feJF  as  in  a  gladforne  port. 
Or  with  the  Graces  there  to  play  and  fport  -, 
That  even  her  own  Cytheron,  though  in  it 
She  ufed  moft  to  keep  her  royal  court, 
And  in  her  foveraine  Majefty  to  fit, 

She  in  regard  hereof  refus'd  and  thought  unfit. 

X. 

Unto  this  place  whenas  the  Elfin  Knight 

Approacht,  him  feemed  that  the  merry  found 
Of  a  fhrill  pipe  he  playing  heard  on  height. 
And  many  feet  faft  thumping  th'hollow  ground, 
That  through  the  woods  their  Eccho  did  rebound. 
He  nigher  drew,  to  weet  what  mote  it  be ; 
There  he  a  troop  of  Ladies  dancing  found 
Full  merrily,  and  making  gladful  glee. 

And  in  the  midil  a  Shepherd  piping  he  did  fee* 

XL 

He  durft  not  enter  into  th'open  green. 

For  dread  of  them  unwares  to  be  defcride. 
For  breaking  of  their  dance,  if  he  were  feen  ; 
But  in  the  covert  of  the  wood  did  bide. 
Beholding  all,  yet  of  them  unefpy'd. 
There  he  did  fee^  that  pleafed  much  his  fight. 
That  even  he  himfeif  his  eyes  envy'd. 
An  hundred  naked  maidens  lilly  white. 

Ail  ranged  in  a  ring,  and  dancing  in  delight. 
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XII. 

All  they  without  were  ranged  in  a  ring. 

And  danced  round  ;  but  in  the  midft  of  them 
Three  other  Ladies  did  both  dance  and  fingj 
The  whilft  the  reft  them  round  abovjt  did  hem. 
And  hke  a  girlond  did  in  compafs  ftem  : 
And  in  the  midft  of  thofe  fame  there  was  plac*d 
Another  DamfeJ,  as  a  precious  gem 
Air.idft  a  ring  moft  richly  well  enchac'd, 

That  with  her  goodly  prefence  all  the  reft  much  grac'd. 

Xlll: 

Look  how  the  crown  which  Ariadne  wore 
Upon  her  ivory  forehead  that  fame  day 
That  Thefeus  her  unto  his  bridale  bore 
(When  the  bold  Centaur's  made  that  bloody  fray 
With  the  fierce  Lapithes  which  did  them  difmay) 
Being  now  placed  in  the  firmament, 
Through  the  bright  heaven  doth  her  beams  difplay. 
And  is  unto  the  Stars  an  ornament, 

Which  round  about  her  move  in  order  excellent: 

XIV. 

Such  was  the  beauty  of  this  goodly  band, 

Whofe  fundry  parts  were  here  too  long  to  tell  : 

,     But  flie  that  in  the  midft  of  them  did  ftand, 
Seem'd  all  the  reft  in  beauty  to  excell, 
Crown'd  with  a  rofie  girlond,  that  right  well 
Did  her  befeem.     And  ever,  as  the  crew 
About  her  danc'd,  fweet  fiowres  that  far  did  fmell. 
And  fragrant  odours  they  upon  her  threw  •, 

But  moft  of  all,  thofe  three  did  her  Vv^ith  gifts  endcw.. 

XV. 

Thofe  were  the  Graces,  daughters  of  delight. 
Handmaids  of  Venus^  which  are  wont  to  haunt 
Upon  this  hill,  and  dance  there  day  and  nighr  : 
Thofe  three  to  men  all  gifts  of  grace  do  grant  •, 
And  all,  that  'Venus  in  herfelf  doth  vaunt. 
Is  borrowed  of  them.     But  that  fair  one. 
That  in  the  midft  was  placed  paravant. 
Was  fhe  to  whom  that  Shepherd  pip'd  alone, 

That  made  him  pipe  fo  merrily,  as  never  none^ 

Dd  d 
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XVL 

She  was  to  weet  that  jolly  Shepherds  Lafs, 
"Which  piped  there  unto  that  merry  rout : 
That  jolly  Shepherd,  which  there  piped,  was 
Foor  Colin  Clout  fwho  knows  not  Colin  Clout  ?  ) 
He  pip'd  apace,  whilft  they  him  daunc'd  aboutr 
Pipe  jolly  Shepherd,  pipe  thou  now  apace 
Unto  thy  Love,  that  made  thee  low  to  lout ; 
Thy  Love  is  prefent  there  with  thee  in  place. 

Thy  Love  is  there  advaunc'd  to  be  another  Grace. 

XVIT. 

M"ch  wondred  Calidore  at  this  ftrange  fight, 
Whofe  like  before  his  eye  had -never  i'een  : 
And  {landing  long  aftonifhed  in  fpright. 
And  rapt  with  pleafance,  wift  not  what  to  ween  ; 
Whether  it  were  the  train  of  beauties  Queen, 
Or  Nyn^'phs,  or  Fairies,  or  enchanted  fhow. 
With  which  his  eyes  mote  have  deluded  been. 
Therefore  refolving,  what  it  was  to  know, 

Out  of  the  wood  he  rofe,  and  toward  them  did  go. 

XVIIL 

But  foon  as  he  appeared  to  their  view. 
They  vanifht  all  away  out  of  his  fight. 
And  clean  were  gone,  which  way  he  never  knew ; 
All  lave  the  Shepherd,  who  for  fell  defpight 
Of  that  difpieafure,  broke  his  bag-pipe  quite. 
And  made  great  moan  for  that  unhappy  turn. 
But  Calidore^  though  no  lefs  forry  wight. 
For  that  mifliap,  yet  feeing  him  to  mourn, 

Drew  near,  that  he  the  truth  of  all  by  him  mote  Jearn. 

XIX. 

And  firil:  him  greeting,  thus  unto  him  fpake  ; 
Hail  jolly  Shepherd,   which  thy  joyous  days 
Here  ieadefl  in  this  goodly  merry-make. 
Frequented  of  thefe  gentle  Nymphs  always. 
Which  to  thee  flock,  to  hear  thy  lovely  lays  ; 
Tell  me,  what  mote  thefe  dainty  Damfels  be. 
Which  here  with  thee  do  make  their  pleafant  plays  ? 
Right  happy  thou,  that  mayit  them  freely  fee  : 

.But  why,  when  I  them  faw,  fled  they  away  from  me  ? 
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XX. 

Not  I  fo  happy,  anfwer'd  then  that  fwain, 

As  thou  unhappy,  which  them  thence  didft  chace. 
Whom  by  no  means  thou  canft  recall  again. 
For  being  gone,  none  can  them  bring  in  place. 
But  whom  they  of  themfelves  lift  fo  to  grace. 
Right  forry  I,  laid  then  Sir  Calidore, 
That  my  ill  fortune  did  them  hence  difplace. 
But  fmce  things  pafled  none  may  nowreftore, 

Tell  me,  what  were  they  all,whofe  lack  thee  grieves  fo  fore. 

XXI. 

Tho  'gan  that  Shepherd  thus  for  to  dilate; 

Then  wote  thou  Shepherd,  whatfoere  thou  be. 
That  all  thofe  Ladies,  which  thou  faweft  late. 
Are  Fenus  Damfels,  all  within  her  fee. 
But  differing  in  honour  and  degree : 
They  all  are  Graces  which  on  her  depend, 
Befides  a  thoufand  more,  which  ready  be 
Her  to  adorn,  whenfo  fhe  forth  doth  wend  : 

But  thofe  three  in  the  midft  do  chief  on  her  attend„ 

XXII. 

They  are  the  daughters  of  flcy- ruling  Jove, 
By  him  begot  of  fair  Eurynome, 
The  Oceans  daughter,  in  this  pleafant  grove. 
As  he  this  way  coming  from  feaiiful  glee 
Of  Thetis  wedding  wich  jEcidee^ 
In  fummers  fhade  himielf  here  refted  weary. 
The  firll  of  them  hight  mild  Evphrofyne^ 
Next  i-^\x  Aglaia^  hik'Thalia  merry, 

Sweet  Goddeifes  all  three  which  me  in  mirth  do  cherry, 

XXIII. 

Thefe  three  on  men  all  gracious  gifts  beftow. 
Which  deck  the  body  or  adorn  the  mind. 
To  make  them  lovely  or  well-favour'd  Ibow  : 
As  comely  carriage,  entertainment  kind. 
Sweet  femblant,  friendly  offices  that  bind. 
And  all  the  compliments  of  courtefie  : 
They  teach  us,  how  to  each  degree  and  kind 
We  Ihould  our  felves  demean,  to  low,  to  high  ; 

To  friends,  to  foes ;  which  fkill,  men  call  civility. 

D  d  4 


4.24  T  H  E  F  A I  R  Y  QJJ  E  E  N.      Book  VI. 

XXIV. 

Therefore  they  always  fmoothly  feem  to  fmile. 
That  we  likewife  Ihould  mild  and  gentle  be ; 
And  alfo  naked  are,  that  without  guile 
Or  falfe  diflemblance  all  them  plain  may  fee. 
Simple  and  true  from  covert  malice  free  : 
And  eke  themfelves  fo  in  their  dance  they  bore. 
That  two  of  them  ftill  forward  feem.'d  to  be. 
But  one  ftill  towards  fhew'd  herfelf  afore ; 

That  good  fhould  from  us  go,  then  come  in  greater  (lore. 

XXV. 

Such  v/ere  thofe  GoddeiTes,  which  ye  did  fee ; 

But  that  fourth  Maid, which  there  araidft  them  trac'd, 

V/ho  can  aread,  what  creature  mote  fhe  be. 

Whether  a  creature  or  a  Goddefs  grac'd 

"With  heavenly  gifts  from  heaven  firllenrac'd  ? 

But  whatfo  fure  fhe  was,  fhe  worthy  was 

To  be  the  fourth,  with  thofe  three  other  plac'd  : 

Yet  was  fhe  certes  but  a  country  Lafs, 

Yet  fhe  all  other  country  LafTes  far  did  pafs. 

XXVI. 

So  far  as  doth  the  daughter  of  the  day. 
All  other  lefTer  lights  in  light  excell, 
So  far  doth  fhe  in  beautiful  array 
Above  all  other  Laffes  bear  the  bell  : 
Ne  lefs  in  vertue  that  befeems  her  well. 
Doth  Pile  exceed  the  reft  of  all  her  race ; 
For  which,  the  Graces  that  here  wont  to  dwell. 
Have  for  more  hofiour  brought  her  to  this  place. 

And  graced  her  fo  much  to  be  another  Grace. 

XXVII. 

Another  Grace  fhe  well  deferves  to  be, 
]-a  whom  fo  many  graces  gather'd  are. 
Excelling  much  the  mien  of  her  degree  y 
Divine  refembiance,  beauty  foveraine  rare, 

'   Firm  chaflity,  that  fpight  ne  blemifh  dare  ; 
Ail  which  ilie  v/ith  fuch  courtefie  doth  grace. 
That  all  her  Peers  cannot  with  her  compare. 
But  quite  are  dimmed,  when  flie  is  in  place. 

She  mads  me  often  pipe  and  now  to  pipe  apace. 


CantoX.     THE  FAIRY  QUEEN.  425 

XXVIII. 

Sun  of  the  world,  great  glory  of  the  f]<.y. 
That  ail  the  earth  doft  lighten  with  thy  rays. 
Great  Giormna,  greateft  Majefty, 
Pardon  thy  Shepherd  'mong  fo  many  lays. 
As  he  hath  fung  of  thee  in  all  his  days. 
To  make  one  minime  of  thy  poor  handmaid. 
And  underneath  thy  feet  to  place  herpraifej 
That  when  thy  glory  fhall  be  tar  difplaid 

To  future  age,  of  her  this  mention  may  be  made. 

XXIX. 

When  thus  that  Shepherd  ended  had  his  fpeech. 
Said  Calidore ;  Now  fure  it  irketh  me, 
That  to  thy  blifs  I  made  this  lucklefs  breach. 
As  now  the  author  of  thy  bale  to  be. 
Thus  to  bereave  thy  Loves  dear  fight  from  thee  : 
But  gentle  Shepheid  pardon  thou  my  fhame. 
Who  rafhly  fought  that  which  I  mote  not  fee. 
Thus  did  the  courteous  Knight  excufe  his  blame. 

And  to  recomfort  him,  all  comely  means  did  frame, 

XXX. 

In  fuch  difcourfes  they  together  fpent 

Long  time,  as  fit  occafion  forth  them  led  ; 

With  which,  the  Knight  himfelf  did  much  content. 

And  with  delight  his  greedy  fancy  fed, 

Both  of  his  words,  which  he  with  reafon  read  5 

And  alfo  of  the  place,  whofe  pleafures  rare 

With  fuch  regard  his  fenfes  .ravifhed. 

That  thence  he  had  no  will  away  to  fare. 

But  wifht,that  with  thatShepherdhe  mote  dwelling  iliare ' 

XXXL 

But  that  envenom'd  fting,  the  which  of  yore. 
His  pois'nous  point  deep  fixed  in  his  heart 
Had  \th,  now  'gan  afrefli  to  rankle  fore. 
And  to  renew  the  rigour  of  his  fmart : 
Which  to  recure,  no  Ikill  of  Leaches  art 
Mote  him  avail,  but  to  return  again 
To  his  wounds  worker,  that  with  lovely  dart 
Dinting  his  bread,  had  bred  his  reftlefs  pain. 

Like  as' the  wounded  Whale  to  fhore  flies  from  the  main. 
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XXXII. 

So  taking  leave  of  that  fame  gentle  fwain. 
He  back  returned  to  his  ruftick  wonne. 
Where  his  fair  Pajiorella  did  remain  : 
To  whom  in  fort,  as  he  at  firft  begun. 
He  daily  did  apply  himfelf  to  done 
Ail  dueful  fervice,  void  ofthoughts  impure: 
Ne  any  pains  ne  peril  did  he  fbun, 
By  which  he  might  her  to  his  love  allure, 

And  liking  in  her  yet  untamed  heart  procure. 
XXXIII. 

And  evermore  the  Shepherd  Coridon, 
Whatever  thina;  he  did  to  her  aserate. 
Did  ftrive  to  match,  with  ftrong  contention. 
And  all  his  pains  did  clofely  emulate; 
Whether  it  were  to  carol,  as  they  fate 
Keeping  their  flieep,  or  games  to  exercife, 
Or  to  prefent  her  v.'ith  their  labours  late  -, 
Through  which  if  any  grace  chanc'd  to  arife 

To  him,  the  Shepherd  (iraight  with  jealoufie  did  frize. 
XXXIV, 

One  day,  as  they  all  three  together  went 
To  the  green  wood,  to  gather  ftrawberies. 
There  chanc'd  to  them  a  dangerous  accident ; 
A  Tiger  forth  out  of  the  wood  did  rife, 
That  with  fell  claws  full  of  fierce  gormandize. 
And  greedy  mouth,  wide  gaping  like  hell-gate. 
Did  run  at  Pajiord,  her  to  furprize  : 
Vv^hom  fhe  beholding,  now  all  defolate 

Gan  cry  to  them  aloud,  to  help  her  all  too  late. 

XXXV, 

Which  Coridon  firft  hearing,  ran  in  hafte 
To  refcue  her :  But  when  he  faw  the  Fiend, 
Through  coward  fear  he  fled  away  as  faft, 
Ne  duril  abide  the  danger  of  the  end  ; 
His  life  he  fleemed  dearer  than  his  friend. 
But  Calidore  foon  coming  to  her  aid 
When  he  the  beaft  faw  ready  now  to  rend 
His  Loves  dear  fpoil,  in  which  his  heart  was  prey'd^ 

He  ran  at  him  enrag'd,  infbead  o-f  being  fray'd. 
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XXXVI. 

He  had  no  weapon,  but  his  Shepherds  hook. 
To  ferve  the  vengeance  of  his  wrathful  will ; 
With  which  fo  fternly  he  the  monfter  ftrook^ 
That  to  the  ground  aftonifhed  he  fell  : 
Whence  ere  he  could  recov'r,  he  did  him  quelj  j 
And  hewing  off  his  head,  he  it  prefentcd 

,   Before  the  feet  of  the  fair  Paftorel ; 

Who  fcarcely  yet  from  former  fear  exempted,      [ed, 

A  thoufand  times  him  thankr,that  had  her  death  prevent- 
XXXVII. 

From  that  day  forth  Ihe  'gan  him  to  affefl. 
And  daily  more  her  favour  to  augment ; 
But  Coridon,  for  cowardice  rejed:. 
Fit  to  keep  flieep,  unfit  for  loves  content : 
The  gentle  heart  fcorns  bafe  difparagement. 
Yet  Calidore  did  not  defpife  him  quite, 
But  us'd  him  friendly  for  further  intent. 
That  by  his  fellowfhip,  he  colour  might 

Both  his  eftate,  and  love,  from  Ikill  of  any  wight, 
XXXVIIL 

So  well  he  woo'd  her,  and  fo  well  he  wrought  her. 
With  humble  fervice,  and  with  daily  fute. 
That  at  the  laft  unto  his  will  he  brought  her  ; 
Which  he  fo  wifely  well  did  profecute. 
That  of  his  love  he  reapt  the  timely  fruit. 
And  joyed  long  in  clofe  felicity  ; 
Till  Fortune  fraught  with  malice,  blind,  and  brute. 
That  envies  Lovers  long  profperity, 

-Blew  up  a  bitter  ftorm  (;f  foul  adverlity. 

XXXIX. 

It  fortuned  one  day,  when  Calidore 

Was  hunting  in  the  woods  (as  was  his  tradej 

A  lawlefs  people,  Brigmits  hight  of  yore, 

That  never  us'd  to  live  by  plough  nor  fpade. 

But  fed  on  fpoii  and  booty,  which  they  made 

Upon  their  neighbours,  which  did  nigh  them  border. 

The  dwelling  of  thefe  Shepherds  did  mvade, 

And  fpoild  their  houf-s,  and  themfelves  did  murder. 

And  drove  4way  their  fiocks  with  orher  much  diforder. 
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ilmongft  the  reft,  the  which  they  then  did  prey. 
They  fpoild  old  Melib^  of  all  he  had, 
And  all  his  people  captive  led  away  ; 
Mongft  which  this  lucklefs  Maid  away  was  lad, 
Fair  Pajlorella^  Ibrrowful  and  fad, 
Molt  forrowful,  mofl  fad,  that  ever  figh't. 
Now  made  the  fpoil  of  thieves  and  Brigants  bad. 
Which  was  the  conqueil  of  the  gentlefl  Knight 

That  ever  liv'd,  and  th'only  glory  of  his  might. 

XLI. 

With  them  alfo  was  taken  Condon, 

And  carry'd  captive  by  thole  thieves  away  ; 
Who  in  the  covert  of  the  night,  that  none 
Mote  them  defcry,  nor  refcue  from  their  prey," 
Unto  their  dwelling  did  them  clofe  convey. 
Their  dwelling  in  a  little  Ifland  was, 
Cover'd  with  fhrubby  woods,  in  which  no  way 
Appear'd  for  people  in  nor  out  to  pafs. 

Nor  any  footing  find  for  over-growen  grafs. 

XLII. 

For  underneath  the  ground  their  way  was  made, 
Through  hollow  caves,  that  no  man  mote  difcover 
For  the  thick  fhrubs,  which  did  them  all  ways  fhade 
From  view  of  living  wight,  and  cover'd  over: 
But  darknefs  drad  and  daily  night  did  hover, 
Through  all  the  inner  parts,  wherein  they  dv/elt, 
Ne  lighted  was  with  window,  nor  with  lover, 
But  with  continual  candle-light,  which  dealt 

A  doubtful  fenfe  of  things,  not  fo  well  feen,  as  felt. 

XLIII. 

Hither  thofe  Brigants  brought  their  prefent  prey. 
And  kept  them  with  continual  watch  and  ward  j 
Meaning  fo  foon,  as  they  convenient  may. 
For  {laves  to  fell  them  for  no  fmall  reward. 
To  merchants  which  them  kept  in  bondage  hard. 
Or  fold  again.    Now  when  fair  Paftorel, 
Into  this  place  was  brought  and  kept  with  guard 
Of  griefly  thieves,  fhe  thought  herfelf  in  hell,  [dwell. 

Wherewith  fuch  damned  Fiends  fhe  fhoyld  in  darknefs 
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XLIV. 

But  for  to  tell  the  doleful  drearimenr. 

And  pitiful  complaints  which  there  Hie  made 
(Where  day  and  night  fhe  ntjught  did  but  lament 
Her  wretched  life,  Ihut  up  in  deadly  fliade. 
And  wafte  her  goodly  beauty,   which  did  fade 
Like  to  a  flowre  that  feels  no  heat  of  fun. 
Which  may  her  feeble  leaves  with  comfort  glade) 
And  what  befell  her  in  that  thievilji  wonne. 

Will  in  another  canto  better  be  begun. 


.     C  A  N  T  O     XI. 

'The  thieves  fall  out  for  Pallorelj 

Whileji  Melibce  is  flain  : 
Her^  Caiidore  froiti  them  redeems. 

And  hringeth  hack  again, 

I. 

The  joys  of  Love,  if  they  Ihould  ever  lad, 
Without  afflid:ion  or  difquietnefs, 
That  worldly  chances  do  amongfl  them  caftj 
Would  be  on  earth  too  great  a  blefiednefs, 
Liker  to  heaven  than  mortal  wretchednefs. 
Therefore  the  winged-God,  to  let  men  weet. 
That  here  on  earth  is  no  lure  happinefs, 
A  thoufand  fours  hath  tempred  with  one  fweet. 

To  make  it  feem  more  dear  and  dainty,  as  is  meet. 

H. 

Like  as  is  now  befaln  to  this  fair  Maid, 
Fair  P^<?rif/,  ofv/hom  is  nowmyfong: 
Who  being  now  in  dreadful  darknefs  laid, 
Amongft  thofe  thieves,  which  her  in  bondage  flrong 
Detaind  \  yet  Fortune,  not  with  all  this  wrong 
Contented,  greater  mifchief  on  her  threw. 
And  furrows  heapt  on  her  in  greater  throng  ; 
That  whofo  hears  lier  heavinefs,  would  rue. 

And  piry  her  fad  plight,  fo  chang'd  from  pleafani:  hue. 
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III. 

Whilfl:  thus  (he  in  thefe  helliih  dens  remain*d. 
Wrapped  in  wretched  cares  and  hearts  unred, 
It  fo  befell  (as  Fortune  had  ordain'd j 
That  he,  which  was  their  Capitain  profeft. 
And  had  the  chief  command  of  all  the  reft. 
One  day  as  he  did  all  his  prifoners  view. 
With  luftfui  eyes  beheld  that  lovely  gueft. 
Fair  Pajlorella-i  whofe  fad  mournful  hue 

Like  the  fair  morning  clad  in  mifly  fog  did  fhewj 

IV. 

At  fight  whereof  his  barbarous  heart  was  fir'd, 
And  inly  burnt  with  flames  mod  raging  hot. 
That  her  alone  he  for  his  part  defir'd. 
Of  all  the  other  prey  which  they  had  got. 
And  her  in  mind  did  to  himfelf  allot. 
From  that  day  forth  he  kindnefs  to  her  Ihow'd, 
And  fought  her  love,  by  all  the  means  he  mote; 
With  looks,  with  words,  with  gifts  he  oft  her  woo'd. 

And  mixed  threats  among,  and  much  unto  her  vow'd. 

V. 

But  all  that  ever  he  could  do  or  fay. 

Her  conilant  mind  could  not  a  wh'it  remove. 
Nor  draw  unto  the  lure  of  his  lewd  lay. 
To  grant  him  favour,  or  afford  him  love. 
Yet  ceaft  he  not  to  fue  and  all  ways  prove, 
By  which  he  mote  accomplifh  his  requefl, 
Saying  and  doing  all  that  mote  behove  : 
Ne  day  nor  night  he  fufFred  her  to  reft. 

But  her  ail  night  did  watch,  and  all  the  day  moleft. 

VI. 

At  laft,  when  him  Hie  fo  importune  faw, 

Fearinglefl  he  at  lensiith  the  reins  would  lend 
Unto  his  luft,  and  make  his  will  his  law, 
Sith  in  his  powre  ihe  was  to  foe  or  friend  ; 
She  thought  it  beft,  for  fnadow  to  pretend 
Some  fhew  of  favour,  by  him  gracing  fmallj 
That  fhe  thereby  mote  either  freely  wend. 
Or  at  more  eafe  continue  there  his  thrall ; 

A  little  well  is  lent  that  gaineth  more  withall. 
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VJI. 

So  from  thenceforth,  when  love  he  to  her  made. 
With  better  terms  ihe  did  him  entertain; 
Which  gave  him  hope,  and  did  him  half  perfuade. 
That  he  in  time  her  joyance  lliould  obtain. 
But  when  fhe  faw  through  that  fmali  favours  gain*^ 
That  further  than  Ihe  willing  was,  he  preft ; 
She  found  no  means  to  bar  him,  but  to  feign 
A  fuddain  fickncfs,  which  her  fore  oppreft. 

And  made  unfit  to  ferve  his  iawlefs  minds  beheft. 

VIII. 

By  means  whereof,  Ihe  would  not  him  permit 
Once  to  approach  to  her  in  privity. 
But  only  *mongll  the  reft  by  her  to  fir, 
Mourning  the  rigour  of  her  malady. 
And  feeking  all  things  r-«eet  for  remedy. 
But  fhe  refolv'd  no  remedy  to  find. 
Nor  better  chear  to  fliew  in  mifery. 
Till  Fortune  would  her  captive  bonds  unbind. 
Her  ficknefs  was  not  of  the  body,  but  the  mind. 

IX. 

During  which  fpace  that  fhe  thus  fick  did  lye. 

It  chaunc'd  a  fort  of  merchants  which  were  wont 
To  skim  thofe  coalls,  for  bondmen  there  to  buy. 
And  by  fuch  tralEck  after  gains  to  hunt. 
Arrived  in  this  Ifle  (though  bare  and  blunt, 
T'inquire  for  (laves ;  where  being  ready  met 
By  fome  of  thefe  fame  thieves  at  th*  inftant  brunt. 
Were  brought  unto  their  Captain,  who  was  fet 

By  his  fair  patients  fide  with  forrowful  regret. 

X. 

To  whom  they  Ihewed,  how  thofe  merchants  were 
Arriv'd  in  place,  their  bondflaves  for  Co  buy. 
And  therefore  prayd,  that  thofe  fame  captives  th^re 
Mote  to  them  for  their  moft  commodity 
fie  lold,  and  'mongft  them  fhared  equally. 
This  their  requeft  the  Captain  much  appail'd  5 
Yet  could  he  not  their  juil  demands  deny. 
And  willed  ftraight  the  ilaves  fnould  forth  be  call'd, 

And  fold  for  moil  advantage  not  to  be  fo^ftaU'd. 
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XL 

Then  forth  the  good  old  Melilcs  was  brought. 
And  Coriden^  with  many  other  mo'e. 
Whom  they  before  in  diverfe  fpoils  had  caught! 
All  which  he  to  the  merchants  fale  did  fhow  ; 
Till  fome,  which  did  the  fundry  prifoners  know, 
'Gan  to  inquire  for  that  fair  Shepherdefs, 
Which  with  the  reft  they  took  not  long  ago. 
And  'gan  her  form  and  feature  to  exprefs. 
The  more  t'augment  her  price,  through  praife  of  comlinefsc 

XII. 
To  whom  the  Captain  in  full  angry  wize 

Made  anfwer,  that  the  Maid  of  whom  they  fpake. 
Was  his  own  purchafe  and  his  only  prize : 
With  which  none  had  to  do,  ne  ought  partake. 
But  he  himfelf  which  did  that  conqueft  make; 
Little  for  him  to  have  one  filly  Lafs : 
Befides,  through  ficknefs  now  fo  wan  and  weak. 
That  nothing  meet  in  merchandife  to  pafs. 
So  ihew'd  them  her,  to  prove  how  pale  and  weak  fhe  was- 

XIII. 
The  fight  of  whom,  though  now  decay'd  and  mar'd, 
And  eke  but  hardly  ^QQt\  by  candle-light : 
Yet  like  a  diamond  of  rich  regard. 
In  doubtful  fhadow  of  the  darkfome  night. 
With  ftarry  beams  about  her  fhining  bright, 
Thefe  merchants  fixed  eyes  did  fo  amaze. 
That  what  through  wonder,  and  what  through  delight. 
Awhile  on  her  they  greedily  did  gaze, 
And  did  her  greatly  like,  and  did  her  greatly  praife, 

XIV. 
At  iaft,  when  all  the  reft  them  offred  were. 
And  prices  to  them  placed  at  their  pleafure. 
They  all  ref  ufed  in  regard  of  her, 
Ne  ought  would  buy,  however  pris'd  with  meafure, 
Withouten  her,  whofe  worth  above  all  treafure 
They  did  efteem,  and  offred  ftore  of  gold. 
But  then  the  Captain  fraught  with  more  difpleafure^ 
Bade  them  be  ftill,  his  Love  fiiould  not  be  fold  : 
The  reft  take  if  they  would,  he  her  to  him  would  hold. 


r 
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XV. 

Therewith,  fome  other  of  the  chiefefl  thieves 
Boldly  him  bade  fuch  injury  forbear; 
For  that  fame  Maid,  however  it  him  grieves^ 
Should  with  the  reft  be  fold  before  him  there, 
To  make  the  prices  of  the  reft  more  dear. 
That  with  great  rage  he  ftourly  doth  denay ; 
And  fiercely  drawing  forth  his  blade,  doth  fwear. 
That  whofo  hardy  hand  on  her  doth  lav* 

It  dearly  fhall  aby,  and  death  for  handfel  pay. 

XVI. 

Thus  as  they  words  amongft  them  multiply^ 
They  fall  to  ftrokes,  the  truit  of  too  much  talk  s 
And  the  mad  fteel  about  doth  fiercely  fiy^ 
Not  fparing  v/ight,  ne  leaving  any  balkj 
But  making  way  for  death  at  large  to  walk ; 
Who  in  the  horrour  of  the  griefty  night. 
In  thoufand  dreadful  fhapes  doth  'mongft  them  ftalkj 
And  makes  huge  havock,  whiles  the  candie-Hght 

Out  quenched,  leaves  no  skill  nor  difference  of  wight, 

XVII. 

Like  as  a  fort  of  hungry  Dogs  ymet 
About  fome  carcafs  by  the  common  way. 
Do  fall  together,   ftriving  each  to  get 
The  greateft  portion  of  the  greedy  prey; 
All  on  confufed  heaps  themfelves  aflay, 
And  fnatch,  and  bite,  and  rend,  and  tug^  and  tearj 
That  who  them  fees,  would  wonder  at  their  fravj 
And  who  fees  not,  would  be  afraid  to  hear: 

Such  was  the  Gonfii(5t  of  thofe  cruel  Brigants  there. 

XVIII. 

But  firft  of  all,  their  captives  they  do  kill, 
Lrcft  they  fliould  join  againft  the  weaker  fide. 
Or  rife  againft  the  remnant  at  their  will, 
Old  MelibiX  is  flain,  and  him  befide 
His  aged  wife,  with  many  others  wide  : 
But  Coridon^  efcaping  craftily. 

Creeps  forth  of  doors,  whilft  darknefs  him  doth  hide. 
And  flies  away  as  faft  as  he  can  hie, 

Ne  ftayeth  leave  to  take,  before  his  friends  do  die. 
Vol.  il.  £  e 
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XIX. 

But  Pajlorellci^  woeful  wretched  Elf, 

Was  by  the  Captain  all  this  v/hile  defended  : 
Who  minding  more  her  fafety  than  himfelf. 
His  target  always  over  her  pretended  ; 
By  means  whereof,  that  mote  not  be  amended. 
He  at  the  length  was  flain,  and  laid  on  ground  ; 
Yet  holding  faft  'twixt  both  his  arms  extended 
Fair  Paftorel^  who  with  the  felf  fame  wound 

Lanc'd  through  the  arm,    fell  down  with  him  in  dreary 
XX.  [fwound. 

There  lay  fhe  cover'd  with  confufed  preafe 
Of  carcafles,  which  dying  on  her  fell. 
Tho  whenas  he  was  dead,  the  fray  'gan  ceafe. 
And  each  to  other  calling,  did  compell 
To  ftay  their  cruel  hands  from  Daughter  fell,     , 
Sith  they  that  were  the  caufe  of  all,  were  gone. 
Thereto  they  all  attonce  agreed  well. 
And  lighting  candies  new,  'gan  fearch  anone, 

Hov/  many  ot  their  friends  were  flain,  how  many  fone.- 

XXI. 

Their  Captain  there  they  cruelly  found  kill'd. 
And  in  his  arms  the  dreary  dying  maid, 
Like  a  fweet  Angel  'twixt  two  clouds  upheld  : 
Her  lovely  light  v;as  dimmed  and  decay'd, 
With  cloud  of  deiich  upon  her  eyes  difplay'd  : 
Yet  did  the  cloud  make  ev'n  that  dimmed  light 
Seem  much  more  lovely  in  that  darknefs  lay'd, 
And  'tv/ixt  the  twinkling  of  her  eye-lids  bright, 

To  fpark  out  little  beams,  like  flars  in  foggy  night. 

XXII. 

But  when  they  mov'd  the  carcafles  afide, 
They  found  that  lite  did  yet  in  her  remain  : 
Then  all  their  helps  they  buflly  apply-'d. 
To  call  the  foul  back  to  her  home  again  ; 
And  wrought  fo  well  with  labour  and  long  pain, 
I'hat  they  to  life  recover'd  her  at  laft. 
Who  fighing  fore,  as  if  her  heart  in  tv/ain 
Had  riven  been,  and  all  her  heart-ftrings  brafl:, 

With  dreary  diocping  eyn  Icokt  up  like  one  aghafl".      I, 
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XXIII. 

There  fhe  beheld,  that  fore  her  griev'd  to  fee, 
Her  father  and  her  friends  about  her  lying, 
Her  felf  fole  left,  a  fecond  fpoil  to  be 
Of  thofe,  that  having  faved  her  from  dying, 
Renew'd  her  death  by  timely  death  denying  : 
What  now  is  Jeft  her  but  to  wail  and  weep. 
Wringing  her  hands,  and  ruefully  loud  crying  ? 
Ke  cared  fhe  her  wound  in  tears  to  fteep 
Albe  v/ich  all  their  might  thofe  B7'igants  her  did  keep, 

XXIV. 
But  when  they  faw  her  now  reviv'd  again, 
They  left  her  fo,  in  charge  of  one  the  heft 
Of  many  wcrft,  who  with  unkind  difdain 
And  cruel  rigour  her  did  much  molefl: ; 
Scarce  yielding  her  due  food,  or  timely  rcflj 
And  fcarcely  fufFring  her  infeftred  Vs^ound, 
That  fore  her  pain'd,  by  any  to  be  dreil. 
So  leave  v\^e  her  in  wretched  thraldom  bound, 
And  turn  we  back  to  Calidore^  where  we  him  found, 

XXV. 
Who  when  he  back  returned  from  the  v/ood. 
And  faw  his  lliepherds  cottage  fpoiled  quite. 
And  his  Love  reft  away,  he  wcxed  wood, 
And  half  enraged  at  that  rueful  fight ; 
That  ev'n  his  heart  for  very  fell  defpight. 
And  his  own  flefh  he  ready  was  to  tear  : 
He  chauft,  he  griev'd,  he  fretted,  and  he  figh't.. 
And  fared  like  a  furious  wild  Bear, 
-  Whofe  whelps  are  ftoln  away,  (he  being  other- where, 

XXVI. 
Ke  wight  he  found,  to  whom  he  might  complain, 
Ne  wight  he  found  of  whom  he  might  enquire  ; 
That  more  increaft  the  anguifh  of  his  pain. 
He  fought  the  woods  -,  but  no  man  could  fee  there  : 
He  fought  the  plains  •,  but  could  no  tidings  hear. 
I'he  woods  did  nought  but  ecchoes  vain  rebound ; 
The  plains  all  wafte  and  empty  did  appear: 
V/here  wont  the  Shepherds  oft  their  pipes  refound, 
And  feed  an  hundred  iiocks,  tiier«  now  r^oi  one  he  found. 

E  e  2 
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XXVII. 

At  laft,  as  there  he  roamed  up  and  down. 
He  chanc'd  one  coming  towards  him  to  fpy. 
That  feem'd  to  be  fome  forry  fimple  clown, 
With  ragged  weeds,  and  locks  up-flaring  high. 
As  if  he  did  from  fome  late  danger  flie. 
And  yet  his  fear  did  ioilow  him  behind  : 
Who  as  he  unto  him  approached  nigh, 
He  mote  perceive  by  figns,   which  he  did  find. 
That  Ccridotiit  was,  thefilly  Shepherds  hind, 
XXVIII. 

Tho  to  him  running  faft,  he  did  not  ftay 

To  greet  him  firft,  but  aflct  where  were  the  reft  , 
V/here  Pajlorel?  who  full  of  frefh  difmay. 
And  gufhing  forth  in  tears,  was  fo  oppreft. 
That  he  no  word  could  fpeak,  but  fmit  his  breaft. 
And  up  to  heaven  his  eyes  faft  ftreaming  threw. 
Whereat  the  Knight  amaz'd,  yet  did  not  reft. 
But  afl<;t  again,  what  meant  that  rueful  hue  : 

Where  was  his  Pajlorel  ?  where  all  the  other  crew  ? 

XXIX. 

Ah  well  away,  faid  he  then  fighing  fore. 
That  ever  I  did  live,  this  day  to  fee. 
This  difmal  day,  and  was  not  dead  before. 
Before  I  law  fair  Pajlorella  die. 
Die  ?  out  alas  then  Calidored\di  cry  ; 
How  could  the  death  dare  ever  her  to  quell  ? 
But  read  thou  Shepherd,  read  what  deiliny. 
Or  other  direful  hap  from  heaven  or  hell 

Hath  wrought  this  wicked  deed  :  Do  fear  awav,  and  tell. 

XXX. 

Tho  when  the  Shepherd  breathed  had  awhile, 

He  thus  began  :   Where  ftiall  I  then  commence    . 

This  woeful  tale  ^  or  how  thofe  Brigants  vile. 

With  cruel  rage,  and  dreadful  violence 

Spoild  all  our  cots,  and  carried  us  from  hence  ? 

Or  how  fair  Pajlorel  fliould  have  been  fold 

To  merchants,  but  was  fav'd  With  ftrong  defence  ? 

Or  how  thole  thieves,  whilft  one  fought  her  to  hold, 

Fell  all  iir.  ^f^Qh,  and  foiight  through  fury  fierce  and  bold. 
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XXXI. 

In  that  fame  confli(fl  fwoe  is  me)  befell 
This  fatal  chaunce,  this  doleful  accident. 
Whole  heavy  tidings  now  I  have  to  tell. 
Firft  all  the  captives  which  they  here  had  hent. 
Were  by  them  flain  by  general  confent ; 
Old  Melibcs,  and  his  good  wife  withall 
Thefe  eyes  faw  dye,  and  dearly  did  lament : 
But  when  the  lot  to  Pajiorel  did  fall. 

Their  Captain  long  withftood,  and  did  her  death  forftalL 

XXXII. 

But  what  could  he  'gainft  all  them  do  alone  ? 
It  could  not  boot ;  needs  mote  fhe  dye  at  laft  : 
I  only  fcap'd  through  great  confufion 
Of  cries  and  clamours  which  amongft  them  paft. 
In  dreadful  darknefs,  dreadfully  aghaft  \ 
That  better  were  with  them  to  have  been  deadj 
Than  here  to  fee  all  defolate  and  wafte, 
Defpoiled  of  thofe  joys  andjoUyhead 

Which  with  thofe  gentle  Shepherds  here  I  wont  to  lead. 

XXXIIL 

When  Calidore  thefe  rueful  news  had  raught. 
His  heart  quite  deaded  was  with  anguifh  great. 
And  all  his  wits  with  dool  were  nigh  diftraught ; 
That  he  his  face,  his  head,  his  breaft  did  beat. 
And  death  it  felf  unto  himfelf  did  threat ; 
Oft  curling  th'heavens,  that  fo  cruel  were 
To  her,  whofe  name  he  often  did  repeat ; 
And  wifhing  oft  that  he  were  prefent  there. 

When  fhe  was  flain,  or  had  been  to  her  fuccour  near. 

XXXIV, 

But  after  grief  awhile  had  had  his  courfe. 
And  fpent  it  felf  in  mourning,  he  at  laft 
Began  to  mitigate  his  fwelling  fource. 
And  in  his  mind  with  better  reafon  caft. 
How  he  might  fave  her  life,  if  life  did  laft ; 
Or  if  that  dead,  how  he  her  death  might  wreak, 
Sith  otherwife  he  could  not  mend  thing  paft  ; 
Or  if  it  to  revenge  he  were  too  weak. 

Then  for  to  dye  with  her,  and  his  lifes  thread  to  break. 

E  e  5 
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XXXV. 

The  Condon  he  prayd,  fith  he  well  knew 
The  ready  way  unto  that  thievifh  wonne. 
To  wend  with  him,  and  be  his  condu6l  true 
'     Unto  the  place,  to  fee  what  fhould  be  done. 

But  he,  whofe  heart  through  fear  was  late  fordone. 
Would  not  for  ought  be  drawn  to  former  dreed  j 
But  by  all  means  the  danger  known  did  fliun : 
Yet  Calidore,  lb  well  him  wrought  with  meed. 

And  fair  befpoke  with  words,  that  he  at  laft  agreed. 

XXXVL 

So  forth  they  go  together  (God  before)  "  1 

Both  clad  in  Shepherds  weeds  agreeably,  ' 

And  both  with  Shepherds  hooks :  But  Calidore  \ 

Kad  underneath  him  armed  privily.  - 

Tho  to  the  place  when  they  approached  nigh,  \ 

They  chaunc'd  upon  an  hill,  not  far  away, 
Some  flocks  of  fheep  and  Shepherds  to  efpy  ;  j 

To  whom  they  both  agreed  to  take  their  way,  \ 

In  hope  there  news  to  learn,  how  thev  mote  beft  afTay* 

XXXVII. 

There  did  they  find,  that  which  they  did  not  fear. 
The  felf  fam.e  flocks,  the  which  thofe  thieves  had  ref? 
From  Melihce  and  from  themfelves  whylear, 
And  certain  of  the  thieves  there  by  them  left. 
The  which  for  Vv^ant  of  herds  themfelves  then  kept. 
Right  well  knew  Coridon  his  own  late  fheep, 
And  feeing  them,  for  tender  pity  wept : 
But  v/!ien  he  fav/  the  thieves  which  did  them  keep. 

His  heart  'gan  fail,  albe  he  faw  them  ail  aileep. 
XXXVIII. 

"Bull  Calidore  recomforting  his  grief. 

Though  not  his  fear  :  for  nought  may  fear  diiTuade  % 

Him  hardly  forward  drew,  whereas  the  thief 

Lay  ileeping  found ly  in  the  bufnes  Hiade, 

Whom  Coridon  him  counfel'd  to  invade 

Now  ail  un wares,  and  take  the  fpoil  away  ! 

But  he,  that  in  his  mind  had  clofely  made 

A  further  purpofe,  would  not  them  fo  flay, 

But  gently  waking  them,  gave  them  the  time  of  day. 
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XXXIX. 

Tho  fitting  down  by  them  upon  the  green. 
Of  fundry  things  he  purpofe  'gan  to  fain ; 
That  he  by  them  might  certain  tidings  ween 
Of  Pajlorel,  were  fhe  aHve  or  (lain. 
'Mongft  which  the  thieves  them  queftioned  again, 
What  mifter-men,  and  eke  from  whence  they  were. 
To  whom  they  anfwer'd,  as  did  appertain, 
That  they  were  poor  herd-grooms,  the  which  whilere 

Had  from  their  mafters  fled,  and  now  fought  hire  elfe  where, 

XL. 

Whereof  right  glad  they  feem'd,  and  ofFer  made 
To  hire  them  well,  if  they  their  flocks  would  keep : 
For  they  themfelves  were  evil  grooms,  they  faid, 
Unwont  with  herds  to  watch,  or  pafture  flieep, 
But  to  forray  the  Land,  or  fcour  the  deep. 
Thereto  they  foon  agreed,  and  earnefl  took. 
To  keep  their  flocks  for  little  hire  and  cheap  : 
For  they  for  better  hire  did  Ihortly  look  : 

So  there  all  day  they  bode,  till  light  the  flcy  forfook. 

XLL 

Tho  whenas  towards  darkfome  night  it  drew, 

LTnto  their  hellifli  dens  thofe  thieves  them  brought; 
Where  fliortly  they  in  great  acquaintance  grev/, 
And  all  the  fecrets  of  their  entrails  fought. 
There  did  they  find  (contrary  to  their  thought) 
That  Pafiorel  yet  iiv'd  ;  but  all  the  refc 
Were  dead,  right  fo  as  Coridon  had  taught  : 
Whereof  they  both  full  glad  and  blithe  did  refb. 

But  chiefly  Calidore,  whom  grief  had  moil  poffeft. 

XLU. 

At  length,  when  they  occafion  fitteft  found, 
In  dead  of  night,  when  all  the  thieves  did  reft 
After  a  late  forray,  and  flept  full  found, 
Sir  Calidore  him  arm'd,  as  he  thought  belt, 
Having  of  late  (by  diligent  inqueit) 
Provided  him  a  fword  of  meaneft:  fort : 
With  which  he  fl:raight  went  to  the  Captains  nefr. 
But  Coridon  durft  not  v/ith  him  confort, 

Ne  durft  abide  behind,  for  dread  of  worfe  effort. 

Ee  4 
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XLIII. 

When  to  the  cave  they  came,  they  found  it  fall : 
But  OMore^  with  huge  refiftlefs  might. 
The  doors  aiT^iled,  and  the  locks  up-braft. 
With  noife  whereof  the  thief  awaking  light, 
Unto  the  entrance  ran  :  Where  the  bold  Knight 
Encountring  him,  with  fmall  refiftance  flew  ; 
The  whiles  fair  Paftorel  through  great  afright 
Was  almolt  dead,  mifdoubting  left  of  new 

Some  uproar  were  like  that  which  lately  flie  did  view, 
XLIV. 

But  whenas  Calidore  was  comen  in, 
And  'gan  aloud  for  Paftorel  to  call  : 
Knovv'ing  his  voice  (although  not  heard  long  fin) 
She  fuddain  was  revived  therewithal!, 
And  wondrous  joy  felt  in  her  fpirits  thrall : 
Like  him  that  being  long  in  tempefb  toft. 
Looking  each  hour  into  deaths  mouth  to  fall, 
At  length,  efpies  at  hand  the  happy  coaft. 

On  which  he  fafety  hopes,  that  earft  feard  to  be  loft. 

XLV. 

Her  gentle  heart,  that  now  long  feafon  paft 
Had  never  joyance  felt,  nor  chearful  thought. 
Began  fome  fmack  of  comfort  new  to  tafte, 
Like  lifeful  heat  to  nuramed  fenfes  brought. 
And  life  to  itt\,  that  long  for  death  had  fought : 
Ne  lefs  in  heart  rejoyced  Calidore 

When  he  her  found  ;  but  like  to  one  diftraught  i 

And  robb'd  of  reafon,  towards  her  him  bore,  \ 

A  thoufand  times  embrac'd,  and  kift  a  thoufand  more, 

XLVL 

But  now  by  this,  with  noife  of  late  uproar, 

,    The  hue  and  cry  was  raifed  all  about : 
And  all  the  Brigants,  flocking  in  great  ftore. 
Unto  the  cave  'gan  preace,  nought  having  doubi: 
Of  that  was  done,  and  entred  ia  a  rout. 
But  Calidore^  in  th'en.try  clofe  did  Hand, 
~Ar.d  entertaining  them  with  courage  ftout, 
Still  flew  the  formoft  that  came  firft  to  hand. 

So  long,  til!  all  the  entry  was  with  bodies  .mand. 
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XLVII. 

Tho  when  no  more  could  nigh  to  him  approach. 
He  breath'd  his  fword,  and  refted  him  till  day  : 
Which  when  he  fpy'd  upon  the  earth  t'encroach, 
Through  the  dead  carcaflcs  he  made  his  way  ; 
'Mongft  which  he  found  a  fword  of  better  fay. 
With  which  he  forth  went  into  th'open  lights 
Where  all  the  reft  for  him  did  ready  ftay. 
And  fierce  affailing  him  with  all  their  might, 

'Gan  all  upon  him  lay  :  there  'gan  a  dreadful  fight, 
XLVIII. 

How  many  flies  in  hotteft  fummers  day 

Do  feize  upon  fome  beaft,  whofe  flefh  is  bare. 
That  all  the  place  with  fwarms  do  over-lay. 
And  with  their  little  ftings  right  felly  fare  ; 
So  many  thieves  about  him  fwarming  are. 
All  which  do  him  aflail  on  every  fide. 
And  fore  opprefs,  ne  any  him  doth  fpare  : 
But  he  doth  with  his  raging  brond  divide 

Their  thickeft  troops,  and  round  abouthimfcatcreth  wide. 

XLIX. 

Like  as  a  Lion  'mongft  an  herd  of  Deer, 
Difperfeth  them  to  catch  his  choiceft  prey ; 
So  did  he  fly  amongft  them  here  and  there, 
And  all  that  near  him  came,  did  hew  and  flay. 
Till  he  had  ftrow'd  with  bodies  all  the  way  ; 
That  none  his  danger  daring  to  abide. 
Fled  from  his  wrath,  and  did  themfclves  convey 
Into  their  caves,  their  heads  from  death  to  hide, 

Ne  any  left,  that  viftory  to  him  envide. 

L. 

Then  back  returning  to  his  dearefl:  Dear, 
He  her  'gan  to  recomfort  all  he  might, 
AVith  gladful  fpeeches,  and  with  lovely  chear  ; 
And  forth  her  bringing  to  the  joyous  light, 
Whereof  flie  long  had  lackt  the  v/ifnful  fight, 
Deviz'd  all  goodly  means,  from  her  to  drive 
The  fad  remembrance  of  her  wretched  plight. 
So  her  uneath  at  lad  he  did  revive, 

That  long  had  lien  dead,  and  made  a2;ain  alive. 
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LI. 

This  doen,  into  thofe  thievifh  dens  he  went. 

And  thence  did  all  the  fpoiis  and  treafures  take. 
Which  they  from  many  long  had  robb'd  and  rent. 
But  fortune  now  the  Viftors  meed  did  make  i 
Of  which  the  bed  he  did  his  LoTe  betake; 
And  alfo  all  thofe  flocks,  which  they  before 
Had  reft  from  Melibce^  and  from  his  Make, 
He  did  them  all  to  Coridon  reftore. 

So  drove  them  all  away,  and  his  Love  with  him  bore. 


CANTO    XII. 

Fair  Paftorella,  by  great  hap^ 

Her  ■parents  under jiands  : 
Calidore  doth  the  Blatant  Beqji 

Subdue,  and  bind  in  bands. 

I. 

Like  as  a  (hip,  that  through  the  Ocean  wide 
Direds  her  courfe  unto  one  certain  coaft. 
Is  met  of  many  a  counter*wind  and  tide. 
With  which  her  winged  fpeed  is  let  and  croft. 
And  fhe  herfelf  in  Itormy  furges  toft ; 
Yet  making  many  a  board,  and  many  a  bay,    . 
Still  winneth  way,  ne  hath  her  compafs  loft : 
Right  fo  it  fares  with  me  in  this  long  way. 
Whole  courfe  is  often  ftaid,  yet  never  is  aftray. 

For  all  that  hitherto  hath  long  delaid 

This  gentle  Knight,  from  fueing  his  firft  queft. 
Though  out  of  courfe,  yet  hath  not  been  mif-faid. 
To  Ihew  the  courtefie  by  him  profeft, 
Evan  unto  the  loweft  and  the  leaft. 
But  now  I  come  into  my  courfe  again. 
To  his  atchievement  of  the  Blatant  Beaft  ; 
Who  all  this  while  at  will  did  range  and  .reign, 

Whilft  none  was  him  to  ftop,  nor  none  him  to  reftrain. 
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III. 

Sir  Calidore,  when  thus  he  now  had  raught 
Fair  Pajiorella  from  thofe  Brigants  powre. 
Unto  the  caftle  of  Belgard  her  brought. 
Whereof  was  Lord  the  good  Sir  BeUamour  ; 
Who  whylome  was  in  his  youths  frelheft  flowre 
A  lufty  Knight  as  ever  wielded  fpear. 
And  had  endured  many  a  dreadful  (toure 
In  bloody  battle  tor  a  Lady  dear, 

The  faireft  Lady  then  of  all  that  living  were. 

IV. 

Her  name  was  Clarihel :  whofe  father  hight 
The  Lord  of  Many  IJlands,  far  renown'd 
For  his  great  riches,  and  his  greater  might. 
He  through  the  weakh  wherein  he  did  abound. 
This  daughter  thought  in  wedlock  to  have  bound 
Unto  the  Prince  of  Pi^eland,  bordering  near  ; 
But  flie,  whofe  fides  before  with  fecret  wound 
Of  love  to  BeUamour  empierced  were, 

By  all  means  fhund  to  match  with  any  foreign  Fere. 

V. 

And  BeUamour  again  fo  well  her  pleas'd. 
With  daily  fervice  and  attendance  due, 
That  of  her  love  he  was  entirely  feiz'd. 
And  ciofely  did  her  v/eci,  but  known  to  few  : 
Which  when  her  father  underftood,  he  grew 
In  fo  great  rage,  that  them  in  dungeon  deep 
Without  com pafTion,  cruelly  he  threw; 
Yet  did  fo  ftreightly  them  afunder  keep. 

That  neither  could  to  company  of  th'other  creep. 

VI. 

Nath'Iefs,  Sir  BeUamour,  whether  through  grace 
Or  fecret  gifts,  fo  with  his  Keepers  wrought. 
That  to  his  Love  fometimes  he  came  in  place  ; 
Whereof,  her  vvumb,  unwifl:  to  wight,  was  frau  ght. 
And  in  due  time  a  maiden  cirild  forth  brought. 
Which  Ihe  ftraightway  (for  dread  lead  if  her  Sire 
Should  know  thereof,  to  flay  he  would  have  fought) 
Deliver'd  to  her  handmaid,   that  (for  hire) 

She  Ihould  it  caufe  be  foilred  under  ilrange  attire. 
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VIL 

The  trufty  Damzel,  bearing  it  abroad 
Into  the  empty  fields,  where  Hving  wight 
Mote  not  bewray  the  fecret  of  her  load. 
She  forth  'gan  lay  unto  the  open  light 
The  little  babe,  to  take  thereof  a  fight. 
Whom,  whilft  ihe  did  with  watry  eyn  behold. 
Upon  the  little  brcaft  (like  chryftal  bright) 
She  mote  perceive  a  little  purple  mold, 

That  like  a  Rofe,  her  filken  leaves  did  fair  unfold. 

VIII. 

Well  llie  it  markt,  and  pityed  the  more. 
Yet  could  not  remedy  her  wretched  cafe ; 
But  clofing  it  again  like  as  before, 
Bedew'd  with  tears  there  left  it  in  the  place  i 
Yet  left  not  quite,  but  drew  a  little  fpace 
Behind  the  bufhes,  where  flie  her  did  hide. 
To  weet  what  mortal  hand,  or  heavens  grace 
Would  for  the  wretched  infants  help  provide. 

For  which  it  loudly  cali'd,  and  pitifully  cryd. 

IX. 

At  length,  a  Shepherd,  which  thereby  did  keep 
His  fleecy  flock  upon  the  plains  around, 
Led  v/ith  the  infants  cry,  that  loud  did  weep. 
Came  to  the  place,  where  when  he  wrapped  found 
Th'abandond  fpoil,  he  foftly  it  unbound  ; 
And  feeing  there  that  did  him  pity  fore. 
He  took  it  up,  and  in  his  mantle  wound  ; 
So  home  unto  his  honeft  wife  it  bore. 

Who  as  her  own  it  nurft,  and  named  evermore. 

X. 

Thus  long  continu'd  Claribel  a  thrall. 

And  Bellamour  in  bands,  till  that  her  Sire 
Departed  life,  and  left  unto  them  all. 
Then  all  the  ftorms  of  Fortunes  former  ire 
Were  turn'd,  and  they  to  freedom  did  retire. 
Thenceforth,  they  joy'd  in  happinefs  together. 
And  lived  long   in  peace  and  love  intire. 
Without  difquiet  or  difiike  of  either. 

Till  time  that  Calidore  brought  Pajlorella  thither. 
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XL 

Both  whom  they  goodly  well  did  entertain  j 
For  Bellamour  knew  Calidore  right  well. 
And  loved  for  his  prowefs,  fith  they  twain 
Long  fince  had  fought  in  field.    Als  Claribel. 
Ne  lefs  did  tender  the  fair  Pafiors!., 
Seeing  her  weak  and  wan,  through  durance  long. 
There  they  awhile  together  thus  did  dwell 
In  much  delight,  and  many  joys  among, 
Until  the  Damzel  'gan  to  wex  more  found  and  (Irong. 

XII. 
Tho  gan  Sir  Calidore  him  to  advife 

Of  his  firft  quell,  which  he  had  long  forlore  j 
Afham'd  to  think,  how  he  that  enterprife. 
The  which  the  Fairy  Queen  had  long  afore 
Bequeath'd  to  him,  forflacked  had  fo  fore-. 
That  much  he  feared,  left  reproachful  blame. 
With  foul  diflionour  him  mote  blot  therefore ; 
Befides  the  lofs  of  fo  much  praife  and  fame. 
As  through  the  world  thereby  fhould  glorify  his  name, 

XIII. 
Therefore  refoiving  to  return  in  hafte 

Unto  fo  great  atchievement,  he  bethought 
To  leave  his  Love,  now  peril  being  pall. 
With  Claribek  whilft  he  that  monfter  fought 
Throughout  the  world,  and  to  deftruttion  brought. 
So  taking  leave  of  his  fair  Pajlorel, 
(Whom  to  recomfort,  all  the  means  he  wrought) 
With  thanks  to  Bellamour  and  Claribel, 
He  went  forth  on  his  queft,  and  did  that  him  befell. 

XIV. 
But  firft,  ere  I  do  his  adventures  tell. 
In  this  exploit,  me  needeth  to  declare 
What  did  betide  to  the  fair  Pajtorel^ 
During  his  abfence  left  in  heavy  care, 
Through  daily  mourning,  and  nightly  mlsfare  ; 
Yet  did  that  ancient  Matron  all  llie  might. 
To  cherifli  her  with  all  things  choice  and  rare  j 
And  her  own  hand-maid,,  that  Mdijfa  highr, 
.Appointed  to  attend  her  ducly  day  and  night. 
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XV, 

Who  in  a  morning,  when  this  maiden  fair 
Was  dighting  her  (having  her  fnov/y  breaft 
As  yet  not  laced,   nor  her  golden  hair 
Into  their  comely  trefTes  duely  dreft) 
Chanc'd  to  efpy  upon  her  ivory  cheit 
The  roue  mark,  which  (he  remembred  well 
That  little  Infant  had,  which  forth  fhe  keft. 
The  daughter  of  her  Lady  Clariiel, 
The  which  ilie  bore,  the  whiles  in  prifon  fhe  did  dwell, 

XVI. 
Which  well  avizing,  flraight  fhe  'gan  to  cafb 
In  her  conceitful  mind,  that  this  fair  Maid 
Was  that  fame  infant,  which  fo  long  fmce  paft 
She  in  the  open  fields  h.ad  loofely  laid 
To  fortunes  fpoil,  unable  it  to  aid. 
So  full  of  joy,  flraight  forth  fhe  ran  in  hafle 
Unto  her  miftrefs,  being  half  difmaid, 
To  tell  her  how  the  heavens  had  her  grac'd. 
To  fave  her  child,  which  in  misfortunes  mouth  was  plac'd. 

XVII. 
The  fober  mother,  feeing  fuch  her  mood 

(Yet  knowing  not  what  meant  that  fuddain  throw) 
Askt  her  how  mote  her  v/ords  be  underftood. 
And  what  the  matter  was  that  mov'd  her  fo. 
My  Liefe  faid  fhe,  ye  know,  that  long  ygo, 
Whilft  ye  in  durence  dwelt,  ye  to  me  gave 
A  little  maid,  the  which  ye  childed  tho  : 
The  fame  again  if  now  ye  iifl  to  have. 
The  fame  is  yonder  Lady,  whom  high  God  did  fave, 

XVIII. 
Much  v/as  the  Lady  troubled  at  that  fpeech, 
And  'gan  to  queltion  fbreight  how  fhe  it  knew. 
Mod  certain  marks,  faid  llie,  do  me  it  teach  ; 
For  on  her  breafl  I  with  thefe  eyes  did  view 
The  little  purple  Rofe,  which  thereon  grew, 
W' hereof  her  name  ye  then  to  her  did  give. 
Befides,  her  count'nance,  and  her  likely  hue. 
Matched  with  equal  years,  do  fureiy  prieve. 
That  yond  fame  is  yourdaughterfure,which  yet  doth  live- 
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XIX. 

The  Matron  (laid  no  longer  to  enquire, 

But  forth  in  hafte  ran  to  the  ilranger  Maldj 
Whom  catching  greedily  for  great  defire. 
Rent  up  her  breaft,  and  bofom  open  laid; 
In  which,  that  Rofe  fhe  plainly  faw  difpiaid. 
Then  her  embracing  twixt  her  armes  twain. 
She  long  fo  held,  and  foftly  weeping  faid; 
And  lived  thou  my  daughter  now  again  ? 

And  art  thou  yet  alive,  whom  dead  I  long  did  fain  ? 

XX. 

Tho  further  asking  her  of  fundry  things^ 
And  times  comparing  with  their  accidents. 
She  found  at  laft,  by  very  certain  figns. 
And  fpeaking  marks  of  palled  monuments. 
That  this  young  Maid,  whom  chance  to  her  prefentSj 
Is  her  own  daughter,  her  own  infant  dear. 
Tho  wondring  long  at  thofe  io  ftrange  events, 
A  thoufand  times  fhe  her  embraced  near. 

With  many  a  joyful  kifs,  and  many  a  melting  tear. 

XXI. 

Whoever  is  the  mother  of  one  child. 

Which  having  thought  long  dead,  fhe  finds  alive. 
Let  her  by  proof  of  that  which  fhe  hath  fil'd 
In  her  own  breaft,  this  mothers  joy  defcrive 
For  other  none  fuch  paflion  can  contrive 
In  perfe£t  form,  as  this  good  Lady  feit^ 
When  fhe  fo  fair  a  daughter  faw  furvive^ 
A,s  Pajtorella  was,  that  nigh  fhe  fwelt 

For  pairing  joy,  which  did  all  into  pity  melt. 

XXII. 

Thence  running  forth  unto  her  loved  Lord, 
She  unto  him  recounted  all  that  fell  : 
Who  joining  joy  with  her  in  one  accord, 
Acknovvledg'ci  for  his  own  fair  FajionL 
There  leave  Vv'e  them  in  joy,  and  let  us  teli 
Of  Calidore :  Who  feeking  all  this  while  ' 
That  monilrous  beafl  by  final  force  to  quell. 
Through  every  place,  with  reftlefs  pain  and  toil 
Him  fcillow'dj  by  the  track  of  his  outrageous  fpou. 
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XXIII. 

Through  all  eilates  he  found  that  he  had  paftj 
In  which  he  many  maflacres  had  left. 
And  to  the  Clergy  now  was  come  at  laft ; 
In  which  fuch  fpoil,  fuch  havock,  and  fuch  theft 
He  wrought,  that  thence  all  goodnefs  he  bereft, 
That  endlefs  were  to  tell.    The  Elfin  Knight, 
Who  now  no  place  befides  unfought  had  left, 
At  length  into  a  monaftere  did  light, 

"Where  he  him  found  defpoiling  all  with  main  and  might* 

XXIV. 

Into  their  cloyfters  now  he  broken  had, 

Through  which  the  Monks  he  chafed  here  and  there. 
And  them  purfu'd  into  their  dortours  fad. 
And  fearched  all  their  cells  and  fecrets  near; 
In  which,  what  filth  and  ordure  did  appear, 
Were  irkfome  to  report ;  Yet  that  foul  Beafi, 
Nought  fparing  them,  the  more  did  tofs  and  tear. 
And  ranfack  all  their  dens  from  moft  to  lead, 

Kegarding  nought  religion,  nor  their  holy  heaft, 

XXV. 

From  thence,  into  the  facred  church  he  broke, 

And  robb'd  the  chancel,  and  the  desks  down  threwj, 
And  altars  fouled,  and  blafphemy  fpokej 
And  th'Images,  for  all  their  goodly  hue. 
Did  cafi  to  ground,  whilft  none  was  them  to  rue ; 
So  all  confounded  and  diforder'd  there. 
But  (€Q\ng  Calidorey  away  he  flew, 
,  Knowing  his  fatal  hand  by  former  fear  ; 

But  he  him  fad  purfuing,  foon  approached  near. 

XXVI. 

Him  in  a  narrow  place  he  overtook. 

And  fierce  alTailing,  forc'd  him  turn  again  : 
Sternly  he  turn'd  again,  when  he  him  ftrook 
With  his  fharp  fleel,  and  ran  at  him  amain 
With  open  mouth,  that  feemed  to  contain 
A  full  good  peck  within  the  utmoll  brim. 
All  let  with  iron  teeth  in  ranges  twain, 
That  terrifide  his  foes,  and  armed  him, 

Appearing  like  the  mouth  of  Onus,  griefiy  grim. 
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XXVII. 

And  therein  were  a  thoufand  tongues  empight, 
Of  fundry  kinds,  and  fundry  quality  : 
Some  were  of  Dogs,  that  barked  day  and  night. 
And  fome  of  Cats,  that  wrawHng  ftill  did  cry  ? 
And  fome  of  Bears,  that  groynd  continually  ; 
And  fome  of  Tigers,  that  did  feem  to  gren. 
And  fnarl  at  all,  that  ever  paffed  by  : 
But  moft  of  them  were  tongues  of  mortal  men, 

"Which  fpake  reproachfully,  not  caring  where  nor  when, 

XXVIII. 

And  them  amongft,  were  mingled  here  and  there. 
The  tongues  of  Serpents,  with  three-forked  ftings, 
That  fpat  out  poifon  and  gore  bloody  gere 
At  all  that  came  within  his  ravenings. 
And  fpake  licentious  words  and  hateful  things 
Of  good  and  bad  alike,  of  low  and  high  -, 
Ne  Kefar  fpared  he  a  whit,  nor  Kings, 
But  either  blotted  them  with  infamy, 

Or  bit  them  with  his  baneful  teeth  of  injury. 

XXIX. 

But  Calidore,  thereof  no  whit  afraid, 

Rencountred  him  with  fo  impetuous  might. 
That  th'outrage  of  his  violence  he  ilaid. 
And  beat  aback,  threatning  in  vain  to  bite, 
And  fpitting  forth  the  poifon  of  his  fpight. 
That  foamed  all  about  his  bloody  jaws. 
Tho  rearing  up  his  former  feet  on  height, 
He  rampt  upon  him  with  his  ravenous  paws. 

As  if  he  would  have  rent  him  with  his  cruel  claws. 

XXX. 
'But  he  right  well  aware  his  rage  to  ward, 

Did  caft  his  fhield  atween  •,  and  therewithal!, 
-   Putting  his  puiffance  forth,  purfu'd  fo  hard, 
That  backward  he  enforced  him  to  fall : 
And  being  down,  ere  he  new  help  could  call. 
His  fhield  he  on  him  threw,  and  fail  down  held  \ 
Like  as  a  Bullock,  that  in  bloody  iUll 
Of  butchers  baleful  hand  to  ground  is  fell'd. 

Is  lorc.ibly  kept  down,  till  he  be  throughly  quell'd- 
Vol.,  II,  '         F  f 
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XXXI. 

Full  cruelly  tl-e  Beaft  did  rage  and  rore, 

To  be  down  held,  and  maiftered  fo  with  might, 

That  he  'gan  free  and  foam  out  bloody  gore, 

Striving  in  vain  to  rear  i":imfelf  upright. 

For  ftill  the  more  he  ftrove,  the  more  the  Knight 

Did  him  fupprefs,  and  forcibly  fubdue  j 

That  made  him  almoft  mad  for  fell  defpight. 

He  grind,  he  bit,  he  fcratcht,  he  venom  threw, 

And  fared  like  a  Fiend,  right  horrible  in  hue. 

XXXII. 

Or  like  tbe  hell-born  Hydra,  which  they  feign 
That  ^Ttz-t  Alcides  whylome  overthrew. 
After  that  he  had  labour'd  long  in  vain. 
To  crop  his  thoufand  heads,  the  which  flill  new 
Forth  budded,  and  in  greater  number  grew. 
Such  was  the  fury  of  this  hellifh  Beaft, 
Whilft  Calidore  him  under  him  down  threw ; 
Who  nathemore  his  heavy  load  releaft: 

But  aye  the  more  he  rag'd,  the  more  his  powre  increaft. 
XXXIII. 

Tho  when  the  Beafl  faw  he  mote  nought  avail 
By  force,  he  'gan  his  hundred  tongues  apply. 
And  fharply  at  him  to  revile  and  rail, 
With  bitter  terms  of  fhameful  infamy ; 
Oft  interlacing  many  a  forged  lie, 
Whofe  like  he  never  once  did  fpeak  nor  hear 
Nor  ever  thought  thing  fo  unworthily  : 
Yet  did  he  nought,  for  all  that  him  forbear. 

Bur  {trained  him  fo  ilreightly,  that  he  choakt  him  near. 
XXXIV. 

At  lail,  whenas  he  found  his  force  to  flirink, 
And  rage  to  quail,  he  took  a  muzzel  ftrong 
Of  fureft  iron,  made  with  many  a  link  ; 
Therewith  he  mured  up  his  mouth  along. 
And  therein  fliut  up  his  blafphemous  tongue, 
Bor  never  more  detaming  gentle  Knight, 
Or  any  lovely  Lady  doing  wrong : 
Afld  thereunto  a  great  long  chain  he  tight. 

With  which, he  drew- him  forth,  even  in  his  own  defpight. 
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XXXV. 

Like  as  whylome  that  ftrong  Tyrinthian  fwain. 
Brought  forth  with  him  the  dreadful  Dog  of  hell, 
Againft  his  will  faft  bound  in  iron  chain  \ 
And  roaring  horribly,  did  him  compell 
To  fee  the  hateful  fun  j  that  he  might  tell 
To  grielly  'Pluto^  what  on  earth  was  done, 
And  to  the  other  damned  ghofts  which  dwell 
For  aye  in  darknefs,  which  day-light  doth  fliun  : 

So  led  this  Knight  his  captive,  with  like  conqueft  won. 

XXXVI. 

Yet  greatly  did  the  Beaft  repine  at  thofe 

Strange  bands,  whofe  like  till  then  he  never  bore, 

Ne  ever  any  durft  till  then  impofe, 

And  chaufed  inly,  feeing  now  no  more 

Him  liberty  was  left  aloud  to  roar : 

Yet  durft  he  not  draw  back  \   nor  once  withftand 

The  proved  powre  of  noble  Calidore, 

But  trembled  underneath  his  mighty  hand. 

And  like  a  fearful  Dog  him  foilow'd  through  the  land. 
XXXVIL 

Him  through  all  Fairy  Land  he  foilow'd  fo, 
As  if  he  learned  had  obedience  long, 
That  all  the  people  wherefo  he  did  go, 
Out  of  their  towns  did  round  about  him  throng. 
To  fee  him  lead  that  Beaft  in  bondage  ftrong  •, 
And  feeing  it,  much  wonder'd  at  the  fight : 
And  all  fuch  perfons,  as  he  earft  did  wrong, 
Rejoyced  much  to  fee  his  captive  plight 

And  much  admir'd  the Beaft,but  more  admir'dtheKnight* 
XXXVIII. 

Thus  was  this  monfter  by  the  maiftring  might 
Of  doughty  CalidorCy  fuppreft  and  tam'd. 
That  never  more  he  mote  endamage  wight 
With  his  vile  tongue,  which  many  had  defam'd. 
And  many  caufelefs  caufed  to  be  blam'd : 
So  did  he  eke  long  after  this  remain, 
Untill  that  (whether  wicked  fate  fo  fram*d, 
Or  fault  of  men)  he  broke  his  iron  chain. 

And  got  into  the  world  at  liberty  again. 
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XXXIX. 

Thenceforth,  more  mifchief  and  more  fcathe  he  wrought 
To  mortal  men,  than  he  had  done  before  ; 
Ne  ever  could  by  any  more  be  brought 
Into  like  bands,  ne  maifter'd  any  more  : 
Albe  that  long  time  after  Calidore, 
The  good  Sir  Pelleas  him  took  in  hand  j 
And  after  him,  Sir  Lamorack  of  yore. 
And  all  his  brethren  Born  in  Britain  land  •, 

Yet  none  of  them  could  ever  bring  him  into  band. 

XL. 

So  now  he  rangeth  through  the  world  again, ' 
And  rageth  fore  in  each  degree  and  ftate  j 
Ne  any  is  that  may  him  now  reftrain. 
He  growen  is  fo  great  and  ftrong  of  late. 
Barking,  and  biting  all  that  him  do  bate, 
Albe  they  worthy  blame,  or  clear  of  crime : 
Ne  fpareth  he  moft  gentle  wits  to  rate, 
Ne  fpareth  he  the  gentle  Poets  rhime. 

But  rends  without  regard  of  perfon  or  of  time. 

XLI. 

Ne  may  this  homely  verfe,  of  many  meanell, 
Hope  to  efcape  his  venomous  defpight. 
More  than  my  former  writs,  all  were  they  cleanefl 
From  blameful  blot,  and  free  from  all  that  wite 
With  which  fome  wicked  tongues  did  it  backbite. 
And  bring  into  a  mighty  Peers  difpieafure, 
That  never  fo  deferved  to  endite. 
Therefore  do  you  my  rhimes  keep  better  meafure. 

And  feekto  pleafe,  that  now  is  counted  wife  mens  treafure. 


Tol.'X.BooJc  7. 
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TWO 


CANTO' 

OF 

MUTABILITY: 


Which  both  for  form  and  matter,  appear  to  be 

parcel   of  fome  following  Book  of  the 

Fairy  Qu^een  : 

Under  the  legend  of  Confbancy. 


CANTO    VI. 

Proud  Change  (not  pkas'd  in  mortal  things      , 

Beneath  the  Moon,  to  reign) 
Pretends  as  well  of  Gods,  as  Men, 

fo  he  the  Soveraine, 

I. 

What  man  that  fees  the  ever-whirling  wheel 
Oi Change,  the  which  all  mortal  things  doth  fway. 
But  that  thereby  doth  find  and  plainly  \tt\. 
How  Mutability  in  them  doth  play 
Her  cruel  fports,  to  many  mens  decay  ? 
Which  that  to  all  may  better  yet  appear, 
I  will  rehearfe  that  whylome  I  heard  fay. 
How  flie  at  firft  her  felf  began  to  rear,  [bear. 

'Gainil  all  the  Gods,  and  th'empire  fought  from  them  to 
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ir. 

But  firft,  here  falleth  fitteft  to  unfold 

V   Her  antique  race  and  linage  ancient. 
As  I  have  found  it  regiftred  of  old. 
In  Fairy  land  'mongfl  records  permanent : 
She  was  to  weet,  a  Daughter  by  defcent 
Of  thofe  old  "Titans,  that  did  whylome  flrive 
With  Saturns  Son  for  heavens  regiment. 
Whom  though  high  Jove  of  kingdom  did  deprive. 

Yet  many  of  their  Item  long  after  did  furvive. 

in. 

And  many  of  thern  afterwards  obtain'd 

Great  powre  of  Jove^  and  high  authority  ;  \ 

As  Heccaie\  in  whofe  almighty  hand 

He  plac'd  all  rule  and  principality, 

To  be  by  her  difpofed  diverfly. 

To  Gods,  and  men,  as  fhe  them  lift  divide  : 

And  drad  Bellona^  that  doth  found  on  high 

Wars  and  alarums  unto  nations  wide, 

That  makes  both  heaven  and  earth  to  tremble  at  herpride, 

IV. 

So  Jikewife  did  this  'Titanefs  afpire, 

Rule  and  dominion  to  herfelf  to  gain ; 
That  as  a  Goddefs,  men  might  her  admire. 
And  heavenly  honours  yield,  as  to  them  twain. 
And  firft,  on  earth  fhe  fought  it  to  obtain  ; 
Where  Ihe  fuch  proof  and  fad  examples  fhew'd 
Of  her  great  powre  to  many  ones  great  pain, 
That  not  men  only  (whom  Ihe  foon  fubdu'd) 

But  eke  all  other  creatures  her  bad  doings  ru'd. 

V. 

For  fhe  the  face  of  earthly  things  fo  chang'd. 
That  all  which  nature  had  eftab'ifht  firft 
In  good  eftate,  and  in  meet  order  rang*d. 
She  did  pervert,  and  all  their  llatutes  burft  : 
And  all  the  worlds  fair  frame  (which  none  yetdurft 
Of  Gods  or  men  to  alter  or  mifguide) 
She  alter'd  quite,  and  made  them  all  accurft 
That  God  had  bleft,  and  did  at  firft  providej 

Jn  that  ftill  happy  ftate  for  ever  to  abide. 
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VI. 

Ne  fhe  the  laws  of  nature  only  brake. 
But  eke  of  Juftice,  and  of  policy  ; 
And  wrong  of  right,  and  bad  of  good  did  make. 
And  death  for  life  exchanged  fooliflily  : 
Since  which,  all  living  wights  have  learn'd  to  dye. 
And  all  this  world  is  woxen  daily  worfe. 
O  piteous  work  of  Mutability  ! 
By  which  we  all  are  fubjed  to  that  curfe. 

And  death  inftead  of  life  have  fucked  from  our  nurfe, 

VII. 

And  now,  when  all  the  earth  (he  thus  had  brought 
To  her  behefl,  and  thralled  to  her  might. 
She  'gan  to  caft  in  her  ambitious  thought, 
T'  attempt  the  empire  of  the  heavens  height. 
And  Jove  himfelf  to  fhoulder  from  his  right. 
And  firft,  fhe  pad  the  region  of  the  air, 
And  of  the  fire,  whofe  fubftance  thin  and  flight. 
Made  no  refiftancc,  ne  could  her  contrair, 

But  ready  palTage  to  her  pleafure  did  prepair. 

VIII. 

Thence  to  the  circle  of  the  Moon  fhe  clamb. 
Where  Cynthia  reigns  in  everlafting  glory  : 
To  whofe  bright  Alining  palace  ftraight  flie  came. 
All  fairly  deckt  with  heavens  goodly  flory  ; 
Whofe  filver  gates  (by  which  there  fate  an  hoary 
Old  aged  Sire,  with  hour-glafs  in  hand, 
Hight  'Time)  fhe  entred,  where  he  lief  or  forry  : 
Ne  flaid  till  fhe  the  highefl  ftage  had  fcand. 

Where  Cynthia  did  fit,  that  never  flill  did  ftand. 

IX. 

Her  fitting  on  an  ivory  throne  flie  found. 

Drawn  of  two  fleeds,  th'  one  black,  the  other  white, 

Environd  with  ten  thoufand  flars  around. 

That  duly  her  attended  day  and  night : 

And  by  her  fide,  there  ran  her  Page,  that  hight 

Vefper^  whom  we  the  Evening-ftar  intend. 

That  with  his  torch,  flill  twinkling  like  twylight. 

Her  lighten'd  all  the  way  where  fne  fhould  wend. 

And  joy  to  weary  wandring  travellers  did  lend  : 
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X. 

That  when  the  hardy  titanefs  beheld 

The  goodly  building  of  her  palace  bright. 
Made  of  the  heavens  fubftance,  and  upheld 
With  thoufand  chryflal  pillors  of  huge  height, 
She  *gan  to  burn  in  her  ambitious  fpright. 
And  t'  envy  her  that  in  fuch  glory  reign'd. 
Eftfoons  Ihe  call  by  force  and  tortious  might. 
Her  to  difplace,  and  to  herfelf  t*  have  gain'd 

The  kingdom  of  the  Night,  and  waters  by  her  wain'd. 

XL 

Boldly  ihe  bid  the  Goddefs  down  defcend. 
And  let  herfelf  into  that  ivory  throne  ; 
For  fhe  herfelf  more  worthy  thereof  wend. 
And  better  able  it  to  guide  alone  : 
Whether  to  men,  whofe  fall  fhe  did  bemoan. 
Or  unto  Gods,  whofe  Hate  fhe  did  malign. 
Or  to  th'  infernal  Powres,  her  need  give  lone 
Of  her  fair  light,  and  bounty  moft  benign, 

Herfelf  of  all  that  rule  fhe  deemed  moft  condign. 

XII. 

But  ihe  that  had  to  her  that  foveraine  feat 
By  higheft  Jove  afTign'd,  therein  to  bear 
Nights  burning  lamp,   regarded  not  her  threat, 
Ne  yielded  ought  for  favour  or  for  fear  ; 
But  with  flern  count'nance  and  difdainful  chear. 
Bending  her  horned  brows,   did  put  her  back  : 
And  boldly  blaming  her  for  coming  there. 
Bade  her  attonce  from  heavens  coaft  to  pack. 

Or  at  her  peril  bide  the  wrathful  thunders  wrack. 

XIII. 

Yet  nathemore  the  Gianiefs  forbare  : 

But  boldly  preacing  on,  raught  forth  her  hand 
To  pluck  her  down  perforce  from  off  her  chair ; 
And  therewith  lifting  up  her  golden  wand, 
Threatned  to  ftrike  her  if  ihe  did  withftand. 
Whereat  the  Stars  which  round  about  her  blaz'd. 
And  eke  the  Moon's  bright  wagon  ftill  did  ftand. 
All  being  with  fb  bold  attemjpt  amaz'd, 

And  on  her  uncouth  habit  and  ilern  look  ftill  gaz'd. 
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XIV. 

Mean  while,  the  lower  world,  which  nothing  knew 
Of  all  that  chanced  here,  was  darkned  quite ; 
And  eke  the  heavens,  and  all  the  heavenly  crew 
Of  happy  wights,  now  unpurvaid  of  light. 
Were  much  afraid,  and  wondred  at  that  fight ; 
Fearing  leaft  Chaos  broken  had  his  chain. 
And  brought  again  on  them  eternal  night : 
But  chiefly  Mercury^  that  next  doth  reign. 

Ran  forth  in  hafte,  unto  the  King  of  Gods  to  plain, 

XV. 

All  ran  together  v/ith  a  great  outcry. 

To  Joves  fair  palace,  fixt  in  heavens  height; 
And  beating  at  his  gates  full  earneftly, 
'Gan  call  to  him  aloud  with  all  their  might. 
To  know  what  meant  that  fuddain  lack  of  light. 
The  Father  of  the  Gods  when  this  he  heard. 
Was  troubled  much  at  their  fo  flrange  affright. 
Doubting  left  T'yphon  were  again  uprear'd. 

Or  other  his  old  foes,  that  once  him  forely  fear'd, 

XVI. 

Eftfoons  the  Son  of  Maia  forth  he  fent 

Down  to  the  circle  of  the  Moon,  to  know 
The  caufe  of  this  fo  ftrange  aftonifhment. 
And  why  fhe  did  her  wonted  courle  forflow  ; 
And  if  that  any  were  on  earth  below 
That  did  with  charms  or  magick  her  molefl. 
Him  to  attach,  and  down  to  hell  to  throw  : 
But  if  from  heaven  it  were,  then  to  arrell 

The  author,  and  him  bring  before  his  prefence  prell. 

XVII. 

The  wingM-foot  God,  fo  faft  his  plumes  did  beat. 
That  foon  he  came  whereas  the  Titamfs 
Was  ftriving  with  fair  Cynthia  for  her  feat : 
At  whofe  ftrange  fight,  and  haughty  hardinefs. 
He  wondred  much,  and  feared  her  no  lefs. 
Yet  laying  fear  afide  to  do  his  charge. 
At  laft,  he  bade  her  (with  bold  fledfaftnefs) 
Ceafe  to  moleit  the  Moon  to  walk  at  large. 

Or  come  before  high  Jove  her  doings  to  difcharge. 
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XVIIL 

And  therewithal],  he  on  her  fhoulder  laid 

His  fnaky-wreathed  mace,  whofe  awful  power 

Doth  make  both  Gods  and  hellifh  Fiends  affraid  : 

Whereat  the  'Titanefs  did  fternly  lower. 

And  ftoutly  anfwer'd,  that  in  evil  hour 

He  from  his  Jove  fuch  meffagc  to  her  brought. 

To  bid  her  leave  fair  Cynthia's,  filver  bower ; 

Sith  fhe  his  Jove  and  him  efteemed  nought,  [fought. 

No  more  than  Cynthia^  felf-,  but  all   their  kingdoms 

XIX. 

The  Heavens  Herald  ftaid  not  to  reply. 
But  pad  away,  his  doings  to  relate 
Unto  his  Lord  \  who  now  in  th'  highell  fky, 
"Was  placed  in  his  principal  eftate. 
With  all  the  Gods  about  him  congregate  : 
To  whom  when  Hermes  had  his  meflage  told. 
It  did  them  all  exceedingly  amate, 
Sd-YtJove-j  who,changing nought  his count*nance bold. 

Did  unto  them  at  length  thefe  fpeeches  wife  unfold. 

XX. 

Hearken  to  me  awhile  ye  heavenly  Powrs. 
Ye  may  remember  fince  th' Earth's  curfed  feed 
Sought  to  affail  the  heavens  eternal  towrs. 
And  to  us  all  exceeding  fear  did  breed  : 
But  how  we  then  defeated  all  their  deed. 
Ye  all  do  know,  and  them  deftroyed  quite  ; 
Yet  not  fo  quite,  but  that  there  did  fucceed 
An  offspring  of  their  blood,  which  did  alite 

Upon  the  fruitful  earth,  which  doth  us  yet  defpice. 

XXI. 

Of  that  bad  feed  is  this  bold  woman  bred. 
That  now  with  bold  prefumption  doth  afpire 
To  thruft  fair  Fhcebe  from  her  filver  bed. 
And  eke  ourfelves  from  heavens  high  empire. 
If  that  her  might  were  match  to  her  defire  : 
Wherefore,  it  now  behoves  us  to  advife 
What  way  is  beft  to  drive  her  to  retire  ; 
Whether  by  open  force,  or  counfel  wife, 

Aread  ye  Sons  of  God,  as  beft  ye  can  devife. 
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XXII. 

So  having  faid,  lie  ceaft  ;  and  with  his  brow 

(His  black  eye-brow,  whofe  doomful  dreaded  beck 
Is  wont  to  wield  the  world  unto  his  vow. 
And  even  the  higheft:  Powres  of  heaven  to  check) 
Made  fign  to  them  in  their  degrees  to  fpeak  : 
Who  flraight  'gan  caft  their  counfel  grave  and  wife. 
Meanwhile,  th'Earths  Daughter,  though  Ihe  nought 
Of  Hermes  meflage  -,  yet  'gan  now  advife,     [did  reck 

What  courfe  were  bell  to  take  in  this  hot  bold  emprize. 

XXIIL 

Eftfoons  fhe  thus  refolv'd  ;  that  whilft  the  Gods 
(After  return  of  Hermes  embafTie) 
Were  troubled,  and  amongft  themfelves  at  odds. 
Before  they  could  new  counfels  re-allie. 
To  fee  upon  them  in  that  extafie  ; 
And  take  what  fortune  time  and  place  would  lend : 
So  forth  Ihe  rofe,  and  through  the  pureft  fky 
To  Joves  high  palace  flraight  caft  to  afcend. 

To  profecute  her  plot :  Good  onfet  boads  good  end. 

XXIV. 

She  there  arriving,  boldly  in  did  pafs ; 

Where  all  the  Gods  fhe  found  in  counfel  clofc. 

All  quite  unarm'd,  as  then  their  manner  was. 

At  fight  of  her  they  fuddain  all  arofe. 

In  great  amaze,  ne  will  what  way  to  chofe. 

But  Jove  all  fearlefs,  forc'd  them  to  aby  ; 

And  in  his  foveraine  throne,  'gan  ftraight  difpofe 

Himfclf  more  full  of  grace  and  majefty. 

That  mote  enchear  his  friends,  and  foes  mote  terrify. 

XXV. 

That  when  the  haughty  T'itanefs  beheld. 

All  were  fhe  fraught  with  pride  and  impudence. 
Yet  with  the  fight  thereof  was  almofl  queld  ; 
And  inly  quaking,  feem'd  as  reft  of  fenfe. 
And  void  of  fpeech  in  that  drad  audience  ; 
Until  that  Jove  himfelf,  herfelf  befpake  : 
Speak  thou  frail  woman,  fpeak  with  confidence. 
Whence  art  thou,  and  what  dofl  thou  here  now  make  ^ 

What  idle  errand  halt  thou,  earths  manfion  to  forfake  I 
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XXVI. 

She  half  confufed  with  his  great  command. 
Yet  gathering  fpirit  of  her  natures  pride. 
Him  boldly  anfwer'd  thus  to  his  demand  : 
I  an)  a  Daughter  by  the  Mothers  fide. 
Of  her  that  is  Grand -mother  magnifide 
Of  all  the  Gods,  great  Earth,  great  Chaos  child  : 
But  by  the  Fathers  (be  it  not  envide) 
I  greater  am  in  blood  (whereon  I  build) 

Than  all  theGods,though  wrongfully  from  heaven  exil'd. 

XXVII. 

For  'Titan  (as  ye  all  acknowledge  mufl) 
Was  Saturns  elder  Brother  by  birth-right ; 
Both  Sons  of  Uranus:  but  by  unjuft 
And  guileful  means,  through  Coryhantes  flight. 
The  younger  thruft  the  elder  from  his  right : 
Since  which,  thou  Jove,  injurioufly  haft  held 
The  heavens  rule  from  'Titans  Sons  by  might ;  - 
And  them  to  hellifli  dungeons  down  haft  felld  : 

Witnefs  ye  heavens  tjie  truth  of  all  that  I  have  teld. 
XXVIII. 

Whilft  jQie  thus  fpake,  the  Gods  that  gave  good  ear 
To  her  bold  words,  and  marked  well  her  grace. 
Being  of  ftature  tall  as  any  there 
Of  all  the  Gods,  and  beautiful  of  face. 
As  any  of  the  Goddeftes  in  place. 
Stood  all  aftonied,  like  a  fort  of  Steers, 
'Mongft  whom  fome  beaft  of  ftrange  and  foreign  race, 
Unwares  is  chaunc'd,  far  ftraying  from  his  peers  : 

So  did  their  ghaftiy  gaze  bewray  their  hidden  fears. 

XXIX. 

Till  having  pauz'd  awhile,  Jove  thus  befpake; 
Will  never  mortal  thoughts  ceafe  to  afpire. 
In  this  bold  fort,  to  heaven  claim  to  make. 
And  touch  celeftial  feats  with  earthly  mire  ? 
I  would  have  thought  that  bold  Procufies  hire. 
Or  Typhons  fall,  or  proud  Ixions  pain, 
Or  great  Prometheus,  tafting  of  our  ire. 
Would  have  fuftiz'd,  the  reft  for  to  reftrain  ; 

And  warn'd  all  men  by  their  example  to  refrain. 
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XXX. 

But  now  this  ofF-fcum  of  that  curfed  fry. 
Dare  to  renew  the  like  bold  enterprize. 
And  challenge  th'heritage  of  this  our  (ley  ; 
Whom  what  fhould  hinder,  but  that  we  likewife 
Should  handle  as  the  reft"  of  her  allies. 
And  thunder-drive  to  hell  ?  With  that  he  fliook 
His  Neftar-dewed  locks,  with  which  the  fkies 
And  all  the  world  beneath  for  terrour  quook. 

And  eft  his  burning  levin-brond  in  hand  he  took. 

XXXI. 

But  when  he  looked  on  her  lovely  face, 
In  which  fair  beams  of  beauty  did  appear. 
That  could  the  greateft  Vv'rath  foon  turn  to  grace 
(Such  fway  doth  beauty  even  in  heaven  bear) 
He  ftaid  his  hand  :  and  having  chang'd  his  chear. 
He  thus  again  in  milder  wife  began  ; 
But  ah !  if  Gods  fliould  drive  with  fiefh  yfere. 
Then  (hortly  fhould  the  progeny  of  man 

Be  rooted  out,  if  Jove  fhould  do  ftili  what  he  can. 

XXXII. 

But  thee  fair  Titans  child,  I  rather  ween. 

Through  fome  vain  errour  or  inducement  light, 
To  fee  that  mortal  eyes  have  never  feen  ; 
Or  through  enfample  of  thy  Sifters  might, 
Bellona  ;  whofe  great  glory  thou  doft  fpight. 
Since  thou  haft  Teen  her  dreadful  powre  below, 
'Mongft  wretched  men  (difmaid  with  her  affright) 
To  bandy  crowns,  and  kingdoms  to  beftow  : 

And  fure  thy  worth,  no  lefs  than  hers,  doth  feem  to  lliow. 
XXXIII. 

But  wote  thou  this,  thou  hardy  Tiianefs, 
That  not  the  worth  of  any  living  wight 
May  challenge  ought  in  heavens  interefs  ; 
Much  lefs  the  title  of  old  Titans  right : 
For  we  by  conqueft  of  our  foveraine  might. 
And  by  eternal  doom  of  Fates  decree. 
Have  won  the  empire  of  the  heavens  bright , 
Which  to  ourfelves  we  hold,  and  to  whom  we 

Slidl!  worthy  deem  partakers  of  our  blifs  to  be. 
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XXXIV. 

Then  ceafe  thy  idle  claim  thou  foolifh  girl. 
And  leek  by  grace  and  goodnefs  to  obtain. 
That  place  from  which  by  folly  Titan  fell ; 
Thereto  thou  mayft  perhaps,  if  fo  thou  fain 
Have  Jove  thy  gracious  Lord  and  Soveraine. 
So  having  faid,  fhe  thus  to  him  replide  -, 
Ceafe  Saturns  Son,  to  feek  by  proffers  vain 
Of  idle  hopes  t'allure  me  to  thy  fide. 

For  to  betray  my  right,  before  I  have  it  tride. 

XXXV. 

But  thee,  O  Jove,  no  equal  Judge  I  deem 
Of  my  defert,  or  of  my  dueful  right ; 
That  in  thine  own  behalf  mayft  partial  feem  ° 
But  to  the  higheft  him,  that  is  behight 
Father  of  Gods  and  men  by  equal  might  5 
To  weet,  the  God  of  nature,  I  appeal. 
Thereat  Jove  wexed  wroth,  and  in  his  fpright 
Did  inly  grudge,  yet  did  it  well  conceal. 

And  bade  Dan  Phabus  Scribe  her  appellation  feal. 

XXXVI. 

Eftfoons  the  time  and  place  appointed  were, 

Where  all,  both  heavenly  Powers,  and  earthly  wights. 

Before  great  Natures  prefence  (hould  appear. 

For  trial  of  their  titles  and  beft  rights  : 

That  was  to  weet  upon  the  higheft  heights 

Of  Arlo-hill  (who  knows  not  Arh-hill?) 

That  is  the  higheft  head  (in  all  mens  fights) 

Of  my  old  Father  Mole^  whom  Shepherds  quill 

Renowned  hath  with  hymns  fit  for  a  rural  fldll. 
XXXVII. 

And  were  it  not  ill  fitting  for  this  file. 

To  fmg  of  hills  and  woods, 'mongft  wars  andKnights, 

I  would  abate  the  fternefs  of  my  ftile, 

'Mongft  thefe  ftern  ftounds  to  mingle  foft  delights ; 

And  tell  how  Ado  through  Dianas  fpights 

(Being  of  old  the  beft  and  faireft  hill 

That  was  in  all  this  holy  Iftands  heights) 

Was  mitde  the  moft  unpleafant,  and  moft  ill. 

Meanwhile,  O  Clio^  lend  Calliope  thy  quill. 
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XXXVIII. 

Whylome  when  Ireland  flourifhed  in  fame 
Of  wealth  and  goodnefs,  far  above  the  reft 
Of  all  that  bear  the  BritijJj  Iflands  name, 
The  Gods  then  us'd  (for  pleafure  and  for  reft) 
Oft  to  refort  thereto,  when  fcem'd  them  bed : 
But  none  of  all  therein  more  pleafure  found. 
Than  Cynthia  ;  that  is  foveraine  Queen  profeft 
Of  woods  and  forefts,  which  therein  abound. 

Sprinkled  with  wholefome  waters,  more  than  mofi  on 

XXXIX.  [ground. 

But  'mongft  them  all,  as  fitted  for  her  game, 
Either  for  chace  of  beafts  with  hound  or  bow, 
Or  for  to  fhroud  in  Ihade  from  Phcchus  flame. 
Or  bathe  in  fountains  that  do  frefhiy  flow. 
Or  from  high  hills,  or  from  the  dales  below. 
She  chofe  this  Ark  \  where  fhe  did  refort 
With  all  her  Nymphs  enranged  on  a  row. 
With  whom  the  woody  Gods  did  oft  confort : 

For  with  the  Nymphs,  the  Satyrs  love  to  play  and  iport, 

XL. 

Amongft  the  which,  there  was  a  Nymph  that  hight 
Molanna ;  Daughter  of  old  Father  Moky 
And  Sifl:er  unto  Mul/a,  fair  and  bright : 
Unto  whofe  bed  falfe  Bregog  whylome  ftole, 
That  Shepherd  Colin  dearly  did  condole. 
And  made  her  lucklefs  loves  well  known  to  be. 
But  this  Molanna^  were  flie  not  fo  fhole. 
Were  no  lefs  fair  and  beautiful  than  fhe : 

Yet  as  (he  is,  a  fairer  flood  may  no  man  fee, 

XLL 

For  firft  fhe  fprings  out  of  two  marble  rocks. 
On  which  a  grove  of  oaks  high  mounted  grows; 
That  as  a  girlond  feems  to  deck  the  locks 
Of  fome  fair  Bride,  brought  forth  with  pompous  fliows 
Out  of  her  bowre,  that  many  flov/ers  fl:rows  : 
So  through  the  flowry  dales  (he  tumbling  down. 
Through  many  woods,  and  fhady  coverts  flows 
(That  on  each  flde  her  fliver  channel  crown) 

Till  to  the  plain  fhe  comejWhofe  valkys  (he  doth  drown. 
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XLII. 

In  her  fweet  ftreamSj  Diana  ufed  oft 

(After  her  fweaty  chace  and  toillbme  play) 
To  bathe  herfelF;  and  af^er  on  the  foft 
And  downy  grafs,  her  dainty  limbs  to  lay- 
In  covert  fliade,  where  none  behold  her  may : 
For  much  fhe  hated  fight  of  living  eye. 
Foolifh  God  Faunus,  though  full  many  a  day 
He  faw  her  clad,  yet  longed  foolifhly 

To  fee  her  naked  'mongft  her  Nymphs  in  privity. 

XLIII. 

No  way  he  found  to  compafs  his  defire, 
But  to  corrupt  Molanna,  this  her  maid. 
Her  to  difcover  for  fome  fecret  hire  : 
So  her  with  flattering  words  he  firfl  aflayd  ; 
And  after,  pleafing  gifts  for  her  purvayd. 
Queen-apples,  and  red  cherries  from  the  tree. 
With  which  he  her  allured  and  betraid. 
To  tell  what  time  he  might  her  Lady  fee. 

When  flie  her  k\^  did  bathe,  that  he  might  fecret  be. 

XLIV. 

Thereto  he  promift,  if  fhe  would  him  pleafure 
With  this  fmall  boon,  to  quit  her  with  a  better ; 
To  weet,  that  whereas  fhe  had  out  of  meafure 
Long  lov'd  the  Fanchin^  who  by  nought  did  fet  her. 
That  he  would  undertake,  for  this  to  get  her 
To  be  his  Love,  and  of  him  liked  well : 
Befide  all  which  he  vow'd  to  be  her  debtor 
For  many  more  good  turns  than  he  would  tell ; 

The  lead  of  which,  this  little  pleafure  fhould  excell. 

XLV. 

The  fimple  maid  did  yield  to  him  anone  j 

And  eft  him  placed  where  he  clofe  might  view 
That  never  any  faw,  fave  only  one ; 
Who  for  his  hire  to  fo  fool-hardy  due, 
Was  of  his  hounds  devour'd  in  hunters  hue. 
Tho  as  her  manner  was  on  funny  day, 
Diana  with  her  Nymphs  about  her,  drew 
To  this  fweet  fpring  ;  where  dofEng  her  array, 

She  bath'd  her  lovely  limbs,  for  Jove  a  likely  prey. 
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XLVI. 

There  Fatinus  faw  that  pleafed  much  his  eye. 
And  made  his  hearc  to  tickle  in  his  breafb. 
That  for  great  joy  of  fomewhat  he  did  fpy^ 
He  could  him  not  contain  in  filent  reft; 
But  breaking  forth  in  laughter^  loud  profeft 
His  foohdi  thought.     A  foolilh  Faun  indeed^ 
That  couldft  not  hold  thylelf  fo  hidden  bleft. 
But  vvouldefl  needs  thine  own  conceit  areed. 

Bablers  unworthy  been  of  fo  divine  a  meed. 

XLVIL 

The  Goddefs  all  abailhed  with  that  noife. 

In  hafte  forth  itarted  from  the  guilty  brook  j 
And  running  ftraight  whereas  fhe  heard  his  voiceg 
Enclos'd  the  bufl:i  about,  and  there  him  took. 
Like  darred  Lark  ;  not  daring  up  to  look 
On  her  whofe  fight  before  fo  much  he  fought. 
Thence  forth  they  drew  him  by  the  horns,  and  fliook 
Nigh  al]  to  pieces,  that  they  left  him  nought ; 

And  then  into  the  open  light  they  forth  him  broupht. 

XLVIil. 

Like  as  an  hufwife,  that  with  bufie  care 

Thinks  of  her  dairy  to  make  wondrous  gain. 
Finding  whereas  fome  wicked  beail  unware 
That  breaks  into  her  dayr'houfe,  there  doth  drain 
Her  creaming  pans,  and  fruilrate  all  her  pain  j         / 
Hath  in  fome  fnare  or  gin  fet  clofe  behind. 
Entrapped  him,  and  caught  into  her  train. 
Then  thinks  what  puniflmient  were  beii:  alfign'd. 

And  thoufand  deaths  devifeth  in  her  vengeful  mind, 

XLIX. 

So  did  Diana  and  her  maidens  all 

Ufe  filly  Faunas,  now  within  their  bail  : 
They  mock  and  fcorn  him,  and  him  foul  mifcail  5 
Some  by  the  nofe  him  pluckt,  fome  by  the  tail, 
And  by  his  goatifli  beard  fome  did  him  hail  : 
Yet  he  (poor  foul)  with  patience  ail  did  bear; 
For  nought  againft  their  wills  might  countervail  : 
Ke  ought  he  faid  whatever  he  did  hear  ; 

But  hanging  down  his  head,  did  like  a  Mome  appear. 
Vol.  11/  Gg 
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L. 

At  length  v/hen  they  had  flouted  him  their  fill. 
They  'gan  ro  call  what  penance  him  to  give. 
Some  would  have  gelt  him,  but  that  fam.e  wouid  fpill 
The  Wood-Gods  breed,  v/hich  mufi:  for  ever  live  : 
Others  would  through  the  river  him  have  drive. 
And  ducked  deep:   but  that  feem'd  penance  light ; 
But  moft  agreed  and  did  this  fentence  give, 
Elim  in  Deers-fkin  to  clad  ;  and  in  that  plight. 

To  hunthim  with  their  hounds,  himfelf  fave  how  he  might, 

LI. 

But  Cynthia's  felf  more  angry  than  the  reft, 
Thought  not  enough  to  punilh  him  in  fport. 
And  of  her  fliame  to  make  a  gamefome  jeft ; 
But  'gan  examine  him  in  ftreighter  fort. 
Which  of  her  Nymphs,  or  other  clofe  confort. 
Him  thither  brought,  and  her  to  him  betrayd. 
He  much  affeard,  to  her  confefled  fhort, 
That  'twas  MrAanna  which  her  fo  bewrayd. 

Then  ail  attonce  their  hands  upon  Molanna  layd. 

LII. 

But  him  (according  as  they  had  decreed) 

With  a  Deers-lkin  they  cover'd,  and  then  chad 
AVith  all  their  hounds,  that  after  him  did  fpeed  j 
But  he  more  fpeed y,  from  them  fled  more  fall 
Than  any  Deer:  fo  fore  him  dread  aghaft. 
They  after  foliow'd  all  with  fhrill  out-cry, 
Siiouting  as  they  the  heavens  would  have  braft  : 
Thau  all  the  woods  and  dales  where  he  did  fly. 

Did  ring  again,  and  loud  re-eccho  to  the  Iky. 

LIII. 

So  they  him  foliow'd  till  they  weary  were  ; 
When  back  returning  to  Molann"  again. 
They  by  commandment  of  Diana,  there 
iler  wlielm^d  with  (tones.     Yet  Faimus  (for  her  pain) 
Of  her  beloved  Fanchin  did  obtain. 
That  her  he  would  receive  unto  his  bed. 
So  now  her  v/aves  pafs  through  a  pleafant  plain, 
T  ill  with  the  Fanchin  fhe  herlelf  do  wed, 

Aiid  ;boih combined)  themfcivesin  one  fair  river  fpread. 
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LIV. 

Nath'lefs  Diana,  full  of  indignation^ 

Thenceforth  abandon'd  her  delicious  brook  ; 

In  whofe  fweet  ftream,  before  that  bad  occafion. 

So  much  dehght  to  bathe  her  limbs  (he  took  : 

Ne  only  her,  but  alfo  quite  forfook 

All  thofe  fair  forefts  about  Jrlo  hid, 

And  all  that  mountain  which  doth  overlook 

The  richeft  champion  that  may  elfe  be  rid. 

And  the  fair  Shure^  in  which  are  thoufand  Salmons  bred. 

LV. 

Them  all,  and  all  that  llie  fo  dear  did  way. 

Thenceforth  flie  left  j  and  parting  from  the  place, 
Thereon  an  heavy  haplefs  curfe  did  Jay, 
To  weet,  that  Wolves,  where  Ihe  was  wont  to  fpace. 
Should  harbour'd  be^  and  all  thofe  woods  deface. 
And  thieves  fhould  rob  and  fpoil  that  coaft  around. 
Since  which,  thofe  woods,  and  all  that  goodly  chafe, 
Doth  to  this  day  with  Wolves  and  thieves  abound  : 

Which  too  too  true  that  lands  in^dweliers  fince  have 

[found. 


CANTO    VII. 

Pealing  from  Jove,  to  Natures  har^ 

Bold  Alteration  pleads 
Large  Evidence:  but  Nature  y^c» 

Her  righteous  Doom  areads. 

I. 

Ah  !   whither  doll  thou  now  thou  greater  Mufe 
Me  from  thefc  woods  aad  pleafing  forefts  bring  ? 
And  my  frail  fpirit  (that  doth  oft  refufe 
This  too  high  flight,  unfit  for  her  weak  wing) 
Lift  up  aloft,  to  tell  of  heavens  King 
(Thy  Soveraine  Sire)  his  fortunate  luccefs, 
And  victory,  in  bigger  notes  to  fmg, 
,    Which  he  obtain'd  againft  that  'Titanefs.y 
That  him  of  heavens  empire  fought  to  difpolTefs* 

Gg  a 
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11. 

Yet  fith  I  needs  muil  follow  thy  behead, 
Do  thoii  my  weaker  wit  with  {kill  infpire. 
Fit  for  this  turn  ;  and  in  my  feeble  bread 
Kindle  frelli  fparks  of  that  immortal  fire. 
Which  learned  minds  inflameth  with  defire 
Of  heavenly  things :   for  who  but  thou  alone. 
That  art  yborn  ot"  heaven  and  heavenly  Sire, 
Can  tell  things  done  in  heaven  fo  long  ygone , 

So  far  pail:  memory  of  man  that  may  be  known. 

III. 

Now  at  the  time  that  was  before  agreed. 
The  Gods  afiembled  all  on  Arlo  hill ; 
As  well  thofe  that  are  fprungof  heavenly  feed. 
As  thofe  that  all  the  other  world  do  fill. 
And  rule  both  fea  and  land  unto  their  will : 
Only  th'infernal  Powrs  might  not  appear; 
As  well  for  horrour  of  their  count'nance  ill. 
As  for  th'unruly  Fiends  which  they  did  fear ; 

Yet  PIh^o  and  Proferpina  were  prefent  there. 

IV. 

And  thither  alfo  came  all  other  creatures. 
Whatever  life  or  motion  do  retain. 
According  to  their  fundry  kinds  of  features  ; 
That  Arlo  fcarcely  could  them  all  contain  ; 
So  full  they  filled  every  hill  and  plain  : 
And  had  not  Natures  Sergeant  (that  is  Order) 
Them  well  difpofed  by  his  bufie  pain, 
And  ranged  far  abroad  in  every  border. 

They  would  have  caufed  much  confufion  and  diforder.- 

V. 

Then  forth  ifTu'd   (great  Goddefs)  great  dame  NaturCy 
With  goodly  port  and  gracious  majefty  •, 
Being  far  greater  and  more  tall  of  ifature 
Than  any  of  the  Gods  or  Powrs  on  high  j 
Yet  certes  by  her  face  and  phyfnomy. 
Whether  iTie  man  or  'vvoman  inly  were, 
I'hat  could  not  any  creature  well  defcry  : 
For  with  a  veil  that  wimpled  every  where, 
iltr  head  and  face  v/as  hid,  that  mote  to  none  appear, 
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VI. 

That  fome  do  fay  was  fo  by  fldll  deviz'd. 
To  hide  the  terrour  of  her  uncouth  hue, 
From  mortal  eyes  that  fliould  be  fore  agriz'd  ; 
For  that  her  face  did  like  a  Lyon  fhew. 
That  eye  ot  wight  could  not  indure  to  view  : 
But  others  tell  that  it  fo  beauteous  was. 
And  round  about  fuch  beams  of  fplendour  threw. 
That  it  the  Sun  a  thoufand  times  did  pafs, 

Ne  could  be  feen,  but  like  an  image  in  a  glafs. 

VII. 

That  well  may  feemen  true  :  for  well  I  ween 
That  this  fame  day,  when  flie  on  Ario  fat. 
Her  garment  was  fo  bright  and  wondrous  Iheen, 
That  my  frail  wit  cannot  devize  to  what 
It  to  compare,  nor  find  like  fluff  to  that. 
As  thofe  three  facrcd  Saints,  though  ejfe  moft  wife. 
Yet  on  mount  'Thabor  quite  their  wits  forgat. 
When  they  their  glorious  Lord  in  ftrange  difguife 

Transfigur'd  faw  :  his  garments  fo  did  daze  their  eyes. 

VIIL 

In  a  fair  plain  upon  an  equal  hill. 
She  placed  was  in  a  pavilion  ; 
Not  fuch  as  craftsmen  by  their  idle  flcill 
Are  wont  for  Princes  fbates  to  fafliion  : 
But  th'  Earth  her  felf  of  her  own  motion. 
Out  of  her  fruitful  boibm  made  to  grow 
Mofl  dainty  trees ;  that  (hooting  up  anon, 
Did  feem  to  bow  their  bloofming  heads  full  low, 

For  homage  unto  her,  and  like  a  throne  did  iliow, 

IX. 

So  hard  it  is  for  any  living  wight. 
All  her  array  and  vediments  to  tell. 
That  old  Dan  Geffrey  (in  whofe  gentle  fpright 
The  pure  well-head  of  poefie  did  dwell) 
In  his  Foif/ts  parley  durfb  not  with  it  mell, 
"But  it  transfer'd  to  Alane,  v\^ho  he  thought 
Had  in  his  Flaint  of  /^zWj  defcrib'd  it  well : 
Which  who  will  read  let  forth  fo  as  it  ought. 

Go  feek  he  out  that  Alane  where  he  may  be  fought. 
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X. 

And  all  the  earth  far  underneath  her  feet 

Was  dight  with  flowres,  that  voluntary  grew 
Out  of  the  ground,  and  fent  forth  odours  fweet, 
Ten  thoufand  more  of  fundry  fcent  and  hue, 
That  might  delight  the  fmell,  or  pleafe  the  view  : 
The  v/hich  the  Nymphs,  from  all  the  brooks  thereby 
Had  gather'd,  which  they  at  her  footftool  threw ; 
That  richer  feem'd  than  any  tapeftry. 
That  Princes  bowres  adorn  with  painted  imagery. 

XI. 
And  Mole  himfelf  to  honour  her  the  more. 
Did  deck  himfelf  in  frefheft  fair  attire. 
And  his  high  head,  that  feemeth  always  hore 
With  hardned  frofts  of  former  winters  ire. 
He  with  an  oaken  girlond  now  did  tire. 
As  if  the  love  of  fome  new  Nymph  late  feen. 
Had  in  him  kindled  youthful  frefh  defire. 
And  made  him  change  his  gray  attire  to  green  -, 
Ah  gentle  Mole !  fuch  joyance  hath  thee  well  befeen. 

XII. 
Was  never  fo  great  joyance  fmce  the  day 

That  all  the  Gods  whylome  afTembled  were 
~   On  Hcemus  hill  in  their  divine  array. 
To  celebrate  the  folemn  bridal  chcar, 
'Twixt  Peleus^  and  Dame  Thetis  pointed  there  j 
Where  Phcebus  felf,  that  God  of  Poets  hight, 
They  fay  did  fing  the  fpoufal  hymn  full  clear. 
That  ail  the  Go4s  were  raviflit  with  delight 
Of  his  celeiiial  fong,  and  muficks  wondrous  might. 

XIII. 
This  great  Grandmother  of  all  creatures  bred 
Great  Nature^  ever  young,  yet  full  of  eld. 
Still  moving,  yet  unmoved  from  her  fled  j 
Unfeen  of  any,  yet  of  all  beheld  •, 
Thus  fitting  in  her  throne  as  1  have  teld. 
Before  her  came  Dame  Mutability  ; 
And  being  low  before  her  prefence  felld. 
With  micek  obeyfance  and  humility. 
Thus  'gan  her  plaintiff  plea  vdth  words  to  amplify. 
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XIV. 

To  thee,  O  greatefl:  Goddefs,  only  great. 
An  humble  fuppliant  loe,  1  lowly  fly 
Seeking  for  right,  which  I  of  thee  entreat ; 
Who  right  to  all  doft  deal  indiflrerently, 
Damning  all  wrong  and  tortious  injury^ 
Which  any  of  thy  creatures  do  to  other 
(Opprefling  them  with  powre  unequally j 
Sith  of  them  all  thou  art  the  equal  Mother, 

And  knitteft  each  to  each,  as  Brother  unto  Brother. 

XV. 

To  thee  therefore  of  this  fame  Jove  I  plain. 
And  of  his  fellow  Gods  that  feign  to  be. 
That  challenge  to  themfelves  the  whole  worlds  reign  \ 
Of  which  the  greatefl:  part  is  due  to  me, 
And  heaven  it  felf  by  heritage  in  fee  : 
For  heaven  and  earth  I  both  alike  do  deem, 
Sith  heaven  and  earth  are  both  alike  to  thee  ; 
And  Gods  no  more  than  men  thou  dofl:  efl:eem  : 

For  even  the  Gods  to  thee,  as  men  to  Gods  do  feem. 

XVl. 

Then  weigh,  O  foveraine  Goddefs,  by  what  right 
Thefe  Gods  do  claim  the  worlds  whole  foverainty ; 
And  that  is  only  due  unto  my  might 
Arrogate  to  themfelves  ambitioufly  ; 
As  for  the  Gods  own  principality. 
Which  Jove  ufurps  unjufl:ly;  that  to  be 
My  heritage,  Jove^'s,  felf  cannot  deny. 
From  my  great  Grandfire  'Titan^  unto  me, 

Deriv'd  by  due  defcent;  as  is  well  known  to  thee. 

XVII. 

Yet  maugre  Jove^  and  all  his  Gods  befide, 
I  do  poflTefs  the  worlds  mofl:  regiment ; 
As  if  ye  pleafe  it  into  parts  divide. 
And  every  parts  inholders  to  convent. 
Shall  to  your  eyes  appear  incontinent. 
And  firft-,  the  Earth  (great  Mother  of  us  all) 
That  only  feems  unmov'd  and  permanent, 
And  unto  Mutability  not  thrall  ; 

Yet  IS  fiie  chang'd  in  part,  and  eke  in  general. 
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XVIII. 

For  all  that  from  her  fprings,  and  is  ybred. 
However  fair  it  flouriih  for  a  time. 
Yet  fee  we  foon  decay  •,  and  being  dead, 
To  turn  again  unto  their  earthly  (lime  : 
Yet  out  of  their  decay  and  mortal  crime. 
We  daily  fee  new  creatures  to  arife  ; 
And  of  their  winter  fpring  another  prime, 
Unlike  in  form,  and  chang'd  by  flrange  difguife : 

So  turn  they  ftill  about,  and  change  in  reftlefs  wife, 

XIX. 

As  for  her  tenants ;  that  is,  men  and  beafts, 
The  beafts  we  daily  fee  maflacred  dye. 
As  thralls  and  valTals  unto  mens  beheafts  i 
And  men  themfelves  do  change  continually. 
From  youth  to  eld,  from  wealth  to  poverty. 
From  good  to  bad,  from  bad  to  worft  of  all. 
Ne  do  their  bodies  only  flit  and  fly  : 
But  eke  their  minds  (which  they  immortal  call) 

Still  change  and  vary  thoughts,  as  new  occafions  fall, 

XX. 

Ne  is  the  water  in  more  conftant  cafe  ; 

Vvhether  thofe  fame  on  high,  or  thefe  below. 
For  th'Ocean  moveth  ftill  from  place  to  place  5 
And  every  river  ftill  doth  ebb  and  flow  : 
Ne  any  lake  that  feems  moft  ftill  and  flow, 
Ne  pool  fo  fmall,  that  can  his  fmoothnefs  hold. 
When  any  wind  doth  under  heaven  blow; 
With  which  the  clouds  are  alfo  toft  and  roU'd  ; 

Nov/  like  great  hills  j  and  ftraight  iikefluices  them  unfold. 

XXI. 

So  Ijkewife  ?ire  all  watry  living  wights 

Still  tofs'd,  and  turned,  with  continual  change. 

Never  abiding  in  their  ftedfaft  plights. 

The  Fifli,  ftill  floating,  do  at  random  range. 

And  never  reft  •,  but  evermore  exchange 

Their  dwelling  places,  as  the  ftreams  them  carry  \ 

Ne  have  the  watry  Fowls  a  certain  grange. 

Wherein  to  reft,  ne  in  one  ftead  do  tarry  -, 

But  fiiiting  ftill  do  fly,  and  ftill  their  places  vary. 
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XXII. 

Next  is  the  air ;  v/hlch  who  feels  not  by  fenfe 
(For  of  all  fenfe  it  is  the  middle  mean) 
To  flit  ftill  ?  and  with  fubtil  influence 
Of  his  thin  fprite,  all  creatures  to  maintain. 
In  ilate  of  life  ?  O  weak  life  !  that  does  lean 
On  thing  fo  tickle  as  th'  unfteady  air ; 
Which  every  hour  is  chang'd,  and  alterd  clean 
With  every  biafl  that  bloweth  foul  or  fair : 

The  fair  doth  it  prolong ;  the  foul  doth  it  impair, 

XXIII. 

Therein  the  changes  infinite  behold. 

Which  to  her  creatures  every  minute  chance ; 
Now  boiling  hot :  ftraight  friezing  deadly  cold  : 
Now  fair  fun-lhine^  that  makes  all  fkip  and  dance; 
Straight  bitter  florms  and  baleful  countenance. 
That  makes  them  all  to  fhiver  and  to  Ihake: 
Rain,  hail,  and  fnow  do  pay  them  fad  pennance, 
And  dreadful  thunder-claps  (that  make  them  quake) 

With  flames  and  fialhing  lights  that  thoufand  changes 

XXIV.  [make,. 

Lafb  is  the  fire  :  which  though  it  live  for  ever, 
Ne  can  be  quenched  quite ;  yet  every  day. 
We  fee  his  parts,  fo  foon  as  they  do  fever. 
To  lofe  their  heat,  and  fhortly  to  decay ; 
So  makes  himfelf  his  own  confuming  prey, 
Ne  any  living  creatures  doth  he  breed  : 
But  all  that  are  of  others  bred  doth  flay ; 
And  with  their  death  his  cruel  life  doth  feed  ; 

Nought  leaving,  but  their  barren  afhes,  without  feed. 

XXV. 

Thus  all  thefe  four  (the  which  the  ground-work  be 
Of  all  the  world,  and  of  all  living  wights) 
To  thoufand  forts  of  Change  we  fubjeft  fee  : 
Yet  are  they  chang'd  (by  other  wondrous  flights) 
Into  themfejves,  and  lofe  their  native  mights  -, 
The  fire  to  air,  and  th'  air  to  water  flieer. 
And  water  into  earth  :   yet  water  fights 
With  fire,  and  air  with  earth  approaching  near: 

Yet  all  are  in  one  body,  and  as  one  appear. 
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XXVI. 

So  in  them  all  reigns  Mutability  % 

However  thefe,  that  Gods  themfelves  do  call. 
Of  them  do  claim   the  rule  and  Toverainty  : 
As  Vefia^  of  the  fire  aethereal  ; 
Vulcan^  of  this,  with  us  fo  ulual  ; 
Opj,  of  the  earth  ;  zVidi  Juno  of  the  air  ; 
Neptune,  of  Seas  •,  and  Nymphs  of  rivers  all. 
For  all  thofe  rivers  to  me  fubjedl  are : 

And  all  the  reft,  which  they  ufurp,  be  all  my  Ihare. 

XXVII. 

Which  to  approven  true,  as  I  have  told, 
Vouchfafe,  O  Goddefs,   to  thy  prefence  call 
The  reft  which  do  the  world  in  being  hold  : 
As  times  and  feafons  of  the  year  that  fall  : 
Of  all  the  which,  demand  in  general. 
Or  judge  thy  felf,  by  verdifb  of  thine  eye, 
V/hcther  to  me  they  are  not  fubje<5t  all. 
Nature  did.  yield  thereto  ;  and  by-and-by. 

Bade  Order  call  them  all,  before  her  Majeftv. 
XXVIII. 

So  forth  iffu'd  the  Seafons  of  the  year ; 

Firft  lufty  Spring,  all  dight  in  leaves  of  fiowres 
That  freftily  budded  and  new  bloofms  did  bear 
(In  which  a  thoufand  birds  had  built  their  bowres. 
That  fweetly  fung,  to  call  forth  Paramours  :  ) 
And  in  his  hand  a  javelin  he  did  bear. 
And  on  his  head  (as  fit  for  warlike  ftoures) 
A  gilt  engraven  morion  he  did  wear ; 

That  as  fome  did  him  love,  lb  others  did  him  fear. 

XXIX. 

Then  came  the  jolly  Sunmier,  being  dight 
Jn  a  thin  fijken  cafTock  colour'd  green, 
That  was  unlined  ail,  to  be  more  light : 
And  on  his  head  a  girlond  well  befeen 
He  wore,  from  which  as  he  had  chauffed  been 
The  fweat  did  drop  ;  and  in  his  hand  he  bore 
A  bow  and  fhafts,  as  he  in  foreft  green 
Had  hunted  late  the  Libbard  or  the  Boar, 

And  now  would  bathe  his  limbs,  with  labour  heated  fore. 
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XXX. 

Then  came  the  Autumn  all  in  yellow  clad. 
As  though  he  joyed  in  his  plenteous  ftore. 
Laden  with  fruits  that  made  him  laugh,  full  glad 
That  he  had  banifht  hunger,  which  to-fore 
Had  by  the  belly  oft  him  pinched  fore. 
Upon  his  head  a  wreath,  that  was  enrold 
With  ears  of  corn  of  every  fort,  he  bore  : 
And  in  his  hand  a  fickle  he  did  hold. 

To  reap  the  ripen'd  fruits  the  which  the  earth  had  yold, 

XXXI. 

Laflly  came  E^tnter  cloathed  all  in  frize, 

Chattering  his  teeth  for  cold  that  did  him  chill, 
Whilft  on  his  hoary  beard  his  breath  did  friefe ; 
And  the  dull  drops  that  from  his  purpled  bill 
As  from  a  limbeck  did  adown  diflill. 
In  his  right  hand  a  tipped  flaff  he  held. 
With  which  his  feeble  Iteps  he  flayed  (till  • 
For  he  was  faint  with  cold,  and  weak  with  eld ; 

That  fcarfe  his  loofed  limbs  he  able  was  to  weld. 

XXXII. 

Thefe  marching  foftly,  thus  in  order  went. 
And  after  them,  the  months  all  riding  came; 
Firft,  fturdy  March  with  brows  full  (lernly  bent, 
And  armed  ftrongly,  rode  upon  a  Ram, 
The  fame  which  over  Hellefpontus  fwam  : 
Yet  in  his  hand  a  fpade  he  aifo  hent. 
And  in  a  bag  all  forts  of  feeds  yfame. 
Which  on  the  earth  he  ftrowed  as  he  went. 

And  fili'd  her  womb  with  fruitful  hope  of  nourifhment, 
XXXIII. 

Next  came  frelh  April  full  of  luilyhed. 

And  wanton  as  a  Kid  whofe  horn  new  buds : 

Upon  a  Bull  he  rode,  the  fame  which  led 

Europa  floating  through  \}cv  Argolick  floods  : 

His  horns  were  gilden  all  with  golden  ftuds 

And  garniflied  with  girlonds  goodly  dight 

Of  all  the  faireit  fiowres  and  frefliefl:  buds 

Which  th'earth  brings  forth,  andwet  he  feem'd  in  fight 

WithwaveSjthrough  which  hewadtd  for  his  Loves  deh^nt. 
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XXXIV. 

Then  came  fair  May^  the  faireft  maid  on  ground, 
Deckt  all  with  dainties  of  her  feafons  pride. 
And  throwing  flowres  out  of  her  lap  around : 
Upon  two  brethrens  fhoulders  fhe  did  ride, 
The  twins  o^  Leda\  which  on  either  fide 
Supported  her  like  to  their  foverain  Qiieen. 
Lord  !  how  all  creatures  laught,  when  her  they  fpide. 
And  leapt  and  danc'd  as  they  had  ravilht  been  1 

And  Cupid  felf  about  her  fluttred  all  in  green. 

XXXV. 

And  after  her,  came  jolly  June,  array'd 
All  in  green  leaves,  as  he  a  Player  were ; 
Yet  in  his  time,  he  wrought  as  well  as  play'd, 
That  by  his  plough-irons  mote  right  well  appear : 
Upon  a  Crab  he  rode,  that  him  did  bear 
With  crooked  crawling  fteps  an  uncouth  pace. 
And  backv/ard  yode,  as  Bargemen  wont  to  fare 
Bending  their  force  contrary  to  their  face. 

Like  that  ungracious  crew  vv'hich  feigns  demureft  grace* 

XXXVI. 

Then  came  hot  July^  boiling  like  to  fire. 
That  all  his  garments  he  had  call  away : 
Upon  a  Lyon  raging  yet  with  ire 
He  boldly  rode  and  made  him  to  obey  : 
It  was  the  bead  that  whylome  did  forray 
The  Nemsan  foreft,  till  iW Amphytrionide 
Him  flew,  and  with  his  hide  did  him  array  : 
Behind  his  back  a  fithe,  and  by  his  fide 

Under  his  belt  he  bore  a  fickle  circling  wide. 
XXXVII. 

The  fixth  was  Au^uji,  being  rich  array'd 

In  garment  all  of  gold  down  to  the  ground  : 
-j .   Yet  rode  he  not,  but  led  a  lovely  Maid 

1     Forth  by  the  liliy  hand,  the  which  was  crown'd 

f    AVith  ears  of  Corn,  and  full  her  hand  was  found  ; 
That  vv^as  the  righteous  Virgin,  which  of  old 
Liv'd  here  on  earth,  and  plenty  made  abound  ; 
But,  after  Wrong  was  lov'd  and  Juftice  fold. 

She  left  th'  unrighteous  world  and  was  to  heaven  extold. 
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XXXVIII 

Next  him,  September  marched  eke  on  foot; 
Yet  was  he  heavy  hiden  with  the  Ipoil 
Of  har veils  richer,  which  he  made  his  boot, 
And  him  enricht  with  bounty  of  the  foil : 
In  his  one  hand,  as  fit  for  harvefts  toil. 
He  held  a  knife-hook  -,  and  in  th'  other  hand 
A  pair  of  weights,  with  which  he  did  affoil 
Both  more  and  lefs,  where  it  in  doubt  did  ftand. 

And  equal  gave  to  each  as  Juftice  duly  fcan'd. 
XXXIX. 

Then  came  05ioher  full  of  merry  glee  : 
For  yet  his  noul  was  totty  of  the  muft, 
Which  he  was  treading  in  the  wine-fats  fee. 
And  of  the  joyous  oyl,  whofe  gentle  gull 
Made  him  fo  frolick  and  fo  full  of  lull : 
Upon  a  dreadful  Scorpion  he  did  ride. 
The  fame  which  by  Dianas  doom  unjuft 
Slew  great  Orion :  and  eke  by  his  fide 

He  had  his  ploughing  fhare,  and  coulter  ready  tyde. 

XL. 

Next  was  November^  he  full  grofs  and  fat, 

As  fed  with  lard,  and  that  right  well  might  feem  ; 
For  he  had  been  a  fatting  Hogs  of  late, 
That  yet  his  brows  with  fweat  did  reek  and  fteem. 
And  yet  the  feafon  was  full  Iharp  and  breem  j 
In  planting  eke  he  took  no  fmall  delight: 
Whereon  he  rode,  not  eafie  was  to  deem  ; 
For  it  a  dreadful  Centaur  was  in  fight. 

The  feed  of  Saturn^  and  fair  Nais^  Chiron  hight. 

XLI. 

And  after  him,  came  next  the  chill  December  • 
Yet  he  through  merry  feafting  which  he  made. 
And  great  bonfires,  did  not  the  cold  remember  ; 
His  Saviours  birth  his  mind  fo  much  did  glad: 
Upon  a  fhaggy -bearded  Goat  he  rode. 
The  lame  wherewith  Dan  Jove  in  tender  years. 
They  fay,   was  nouriflit  by  tWId^an  maid  ; 
And  in  his  hand  a  broad  deep  bowl  lie  bears  ; 

Of  .wlilch  he  freely  drinks  a  health  to  all  his  peers. 
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XLII. 

Then  came  old  January^  wrapped  well 
In  many  weeds  to  keep  the  cold  away ; 
Yet  did  he  quake  and  quiver   like  to  quell. 
And  blow  his  nails  to  warm  them  if  he  may  : 
For  they  were  numb'd  with  holding  all  the  day 
An  hatchet  keen,  with  which  he  felled  wood, 
And  from  the  trees  did  lop  the  needlefs  fpray  : 
Upon  an  huge  great  earth'pot  itean  he  Hood ;  [flood. 
From  whofe  wide  mouth  there  flowed  forth  the  Roman 

XLIII. 
And  lafl:ly,  came  cold  February^  fitting 
In  an  old  wagon,  for  he  could  not  ride ; 
Drawn  of  two  Fiflies  for  the  feafon  fitting, 
Which  through  the  flood  before  did  foftly  Aide 
And  fwim  away :  yet  had  he  by  his  fide 
His  plough  and  harnefs  fit  to  till  the  ground. 
And  tools  to  Drune  the  trees,  before  the  pride 
Of  hafting  prime  did  make  them  burgein  round  : 
So  pad  the  twelve  months  forth, and  their  due  placesfoundo 

XLIV. 
And  after  thefe,  there  came  the  Day  and  Night, 
Riding  together  both  with  equal  pace, 
Th'  one  on  a  palfrey  black,  the  other  white ; 
But  Night  had  covcr'd  her  uncomely  face 
With  a  black  veil,  and  held  in  hand  a  mace. 
On  top  whereof  the  Moon  and  Stars  were  pight. 
And  fieep  and  darknefs  round  about  did  trace : 
But  Day  did  bear,  upon  his  fcepters  height. 
The  goodly  Sun,  encompaft  all  with  beames  bright. 

XLV. 
Then  came  the  Hours,  fair  daughters  of  high  JovCt] 
And  timely  Night,  the  which  were  all  endu'd 
With  wondrous  beauty  fit  to  kindle  love ; 
But  they  were  Virgins  ail,  and  Love  efchew'd 
That  might  forflack  the  charge  to  them  fore-fhew'd 
By  mighty  Jove  ;  who  did  them  Porters  make 
Of  heavens  gate  fwhence  all  the  Gods  iflu'd) 
Which  they  did  daily  Watch,  and  nightly  wake 
By  even  turns,  ne  ever  did  their  charge  forfake. 
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XLVI. 

And  after  all  came  Life,  and  lallly  Deaib  ; 
Deaib  with  moil  grim  and  griefly  vifage  kta. 
Yet  is  he  nought  but  parting  of  the  breath ; 
Ne  ou.rrht  to  fee,  but  hkc  a  ihade  to  ween, 
Unbodied,  unfoul'd,  unheard,  unfeen. 
But  Life  was  liice  a  fair  young  lufty  boy. 
Such  as  they  feign  Dan  Cupid  to  have  been. 
Full  of  delightful  health  and  lively  joy, 

Deckt  all  with  iiowres,  and  wings  of  gold  fit  to  employ. 

XLVII. 

When  thefe  were  pafl,  thus  'gan  the  Hitanefi  \ 
Lo  mighty  Mother,  now  be  judge  and  fay. 
Whether  in  all  thy  creatures  more  or  lefs 
Change  doth  not  reign  and  bear  the  greatefi:  fway : 
For  who  fees  not,  that  'Time  on  all  doth  prey  ? 
But  times  do  change  and  move  continually. 
So  nothing  here  long  ftandeth  in  one  ftay  : 
Wherefore,  this  lower  world  who  can  deny 

But  to  befubjed  ftill  to  Mutability. 

XLVIIL 

Then  thus  gan  "Jove  •,  Right  true  it  is,  that  thefe 
And  all  things  elfe  that  under  heaven  dwell 
Are  chang'd  of  'Time^  who  doth  them  ail  difleife    ■ 
Of  being:  But,  who  is  it  (to  me  tell) 
That  Time  himfelf  doth  move  and  ftill  compel! 
To  keep  his  ccurfe  ?  Is  not  that  namely  we 
Which  pour  that  vertue  from  our  heavenly  cell. 
That  moves  them  all,  and  makes  them  changed  be  r 

So  them  we  Gods  do  rule,  and  in  them  alfo  thee. 
XLIX. 

To  whom,  \k\\^%  Mutability :  The  things 

Which  we  fee  not  how  they  are  mov'd  and  fway*dj 
Ye  may  attribute  to  yourfelves  as  Kings, 
And  fay  they  by  your  fecret  powre  are  made  : 
But  what  we  fee  not,  who  fhall  us  perfuade? 
But  were  they  fo,  as  ye  them  feign  to  be, 
Mov'd  by  your  might,  and  ordred  by  your  aid; 
Yet  what  if  I  can  prove,   that  even  ye 

Yourfelves  are  likewife  chang'd,  and  fubjed  unto  me  i  • 
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L. 

And  fird,  concerning  her  that  is  the  firft, 

Even  you  fair  Cynthia,  whom  fo  much  ye  make 

Joves  deareft  darling,  fhe  was  bred  and  nurft 

On  Cynthus  hill,  whence  fhe  her  name  did  take : 

Then  is  fhe  mortal  born,  howfo  ye  crake; 

Befides,  her  face  and  countenance  every  day 

We  changed  fee,  and  fundry  forms  partake,       [gray: 

Now  hornd,  now  round,  now  bright,  now  brown  and 

So  that  as  changeful  as  the  Moon  men  ufe  to  fay. 

LI. 

Next,  Mercury,  who  though  he  lefs  appear 
To  change  his  hue,  and  always  feems  as  one  j 
Yet  he  his  courfe  doth  alter  every  year. 
And  is  of  late  far  out  of  order  gone  : 
So  Venus  eke,  that  goodly  Paragone, 
Though  fair  all  night,  yet  is  fhe  dark  all  day  % 
And  Phcehus  felf,  who  lightfome  is  alone, 
Yet  is  he  oft  eclipfed  by  the  way, 

And  fills  the  darkned  world  with  terrour  and  difmay. 

LII. 

Now  Mars  thu  valiant  man  is  changed  mofl: 
For  he  fometimes  fo  far  runs  out  of  fquare. 
That  he  his  way  doth  feem  quite  to  have  lofl. 
And  clean  without  his  ufual  fphere  to  fare  ; 
That  even  thefe  Star-gazers  flonifht  are 
At  fight  thereof,  and  damn  their  lying  books  : 
So  likewife,  grim  Sir  Saturn  oft  doth  fpare 
His  ftern  afped,  and  calm  his  crabbed  looks : 

$0  many  turning  cranks  thefe  have,  fo  many  crooks* 

LIII. 

But  you  Dan  Jove,  that  only  conltant  are. 
And  King  of  all  the  refl,  as  ye  do  claim, 
Are  you  not  fubjed  eke  to  this  misfare  ? 
Then  \tt  me  ask  you  this  withouten  blame, 
"Where  were  ye  born  ?   Some  fay  in  Crete  by  name. 
Others  in  Theses,  and  others  other- where: 
But  wherefoever  they  comment  the  fame. 
They  all  confent  that  ye  begotten  yere. 

And  born  here  in  this  world,  ne  othet  can  appear. 


.  Canto  VII.    T  H E  F  A I  R  Y  QUE  E  N.         481 

LIV. 

Then  are  ye  mortal  born,  and  thrall  to  me, 
Unlefs  the  Kingdom  of  the  fky  ye  make 
Immortal,  and  unchangeable  to  be  ; 
Befides,  that  powre  and  vertue  which  ye  fpake. 
That  ye  here  work,  doth  many  changes  take. 
And  your  own  natures  change  :  for,  each  of  you' 
That  vertue  have,  or  this,  or  that  to  make, 
Is  checkt  and  changed  from  his  nature  true, 
.  By  others  oppofition  or  obliquid  view. 

LV. 

Befides,  the  fundry  motions  of  your  fpheres,  ' 

So  fundry  ways  and  fafhions  as  Clerks  feign. 
Some  in  Iliort  fpace,  and  fome  in  longer  years  ; 
What  is  the  fame  but  alteration  plain  ? 
Only  the  ftarry  sky  doth  ilill  remain  : 
Yet  do  the  ftars  and  figns  therein  ftiil  move. 
And  even  itfelf  is  mov'd,  as  wizards  fain. 
But  all  that  moveth,  doth  mutation  love: 

Therefore  both  you  and  them  to  me  I  fubje6t  prove,  •. 

LVI. 

Then  fince  v/ichin  this  wide  great  Uni-verfe 
Nothing  doth  firm  and  permanent  appear. 
But  all  things  toft  and  turned  by  tranfverfe  : 
What  then  Ihould  let,  but  I  aloft  fliould  rear 
My  trophy  and  from  all,  the  triumph  bear  ? 
Now  judge  then  (O  thou  greateft  Goddefs  true! 
According  as  thy  {t\^  doft  fee  and  hear. 
And  unto  me  addoom  that  is  my  due, 

That  is  the  rule  of  all,  all  being  rul'd  by  you. 

LVII. 

So  having  ended,  filence  long  enfu'd, 
Ne  Nature  to  or  tro  fpake  for  a  fpace, 
'But  with  firm  eyes  afhxt,  the  ground  ftill  view'd. 
Meanwhile,  all  creatures,  looking  in  her  face, 
Exp^^ding  th'end  of  this  fo  doubtful  cafe. 
Did  hang  in  long  fufpence  what  would  enfue, 
To  iyhether  fide  Ihould  fall  the  foveraine  place : 
At  length,  flie  looking  up  with  chearful  view, 

The  filence  brake,  and  gave  her  doom  in  fpeeches  few. 
Vol!  II.  H  h 
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LVIII. 

X  well  confider  all  that  ye  have  faid. 

And  find  that  all  things  ftedfaftnefs  do  hate 
And  changed  be  :  yet  being  rightly  weigh'd 
They  are  not  changed  from  their  firft  eftate; 
But  by  their  change  their  being  do  dilate  : 
And  turning  to  themfelves  at  length  again. 
Do  work  their  own  perfe(5tion  fo  by  fate : 
Then  over  them  Change  doth  not  rule  and  reign  j 

But  they  reign  over  Change,  and  do  their  ftates  maintain* 

LIX. 

Ceafe  therefore  Daughter  further  to  afpire. 
And  thee  content  thus  to  be  rul'd  by  me : 
For  thy  decay  thou  feekft  by  thy  defire  ; 
But  time  fhall  come  that  all  fhall  changed  be. 
And  from  thenceforth,  none  no  more  change  fhaU  fee. 
So  was  the  Titanefs  put  down  and  whift. 
And  Jove  confirm'd  in  his  imperial  See. 
Then  was  that  whole  alTembly  quite  difmift, 

And  N^ture^s  felf  did  vanifh  \  whither,  no  man  will, 
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^he  Ylllth  Canto,  imferfeSi, 

I. 

'hen  I  bethink  mc  on  that  fpeech  why  1  ear. 
Of  Mutability^  and  well  it  weigh  : 
Me  feems,  that  though  Ihe  all  unworthy  were 
Of  the  heav'ns  rule  ;  yet  very  footh  to  fay. 
In  all  things  elle  Ihe  bears  the  greatefl  fway. 
Which  makes  me  loath  this  ftate  of  life  fo  ticklcj 
And  love  of  things  fo  vain  and  cafb  away; 
Whofe  flowring  pride,  fo  fading  and  fo  fickle, 

^hort  Time  (hciW  foon  cut  down  with  his  confuming  fickle. 

II. 

Then  'gin  I  think  on  that  which  Nature  faid. 

Of  that  fame  time  when  no  more  Change  fhall  be. 

But  ftedfall  reft  of  all  things  firmly  ftayd 

Upon  the  pillours  of  Eter?2ity, 

That  is  contrayr  to  Mutability : 

For  all  that  moveth,  doth  in  change  delight. 

But  thenceforth  all  fhall  reft  eternally 

With  him  that  is  the  God  of  Sabaoth  hight : 

'Q  that  great  Sabaoth  God,  grant  me  that  Sabaoths  fighti^. 


Hh  i 


[     4^4     ] 

A 


Explaining  the 


[7/.  B'  Lat.  ftarid's  for  Latin^  Fr,  French,  ltd.  Italian,  Sax.  Saxon^ 


Bear,  to  hear,  carry,  demean. 
Abet,  to  'vindicate. 
Ahiaid, ^re.co'ver'd,  raised  out 
of,   a^juaked. 
Ab'Ufion,   Deceit,  Abufe. 
Aby,    to  abide,  fuffer,    or  endure. 

dear  aby  pay  dear  for. 
Accloy,  to ^cloy,fil  up. 
Accoied,  daunted. 
AccoiVd, funding  in  a  Circle. 
Accrued  collected,  fo^uing  together. 
Adavy,  fometimes  fgnifies  to  abate. 
Adavv'd,    an.v^d,  co7ifounded. 
Adore,  for  adorn.     Fairy  Queen, 

B.  4.   Canto  1 1.  5ta.n.  46. 
Adrad  or  Adred,  affrighted. 
Advizement,   Ccunfel,  Ad'vics. 
AfFrap  (from  the  French  Frapper. 

to  fir  ike. 
i^fFray,  Terror,  Tutnult ;  to  fright  r 

tn.  {Fr.) 
AfFy,   to  betroth. 
Aghaft,  affrighted,  afonifi'd, 
Aggr^te,  to  gratify,  to  pteafe. 
Aggrize,  to  afionijh,  or  to  gi've  ab- 
horrence.   (Sax.) 
Aglets,  [Fr,  Aguilette)  Points. 
Aguife,  to  put  on  an  appearance, 
A^m^^d^fet forth,  adorned,  fee??iing', 
as  well  aguis'dj  i.  e.  of  good  guife 
^Lvell-feeming, 
Albe,  ahbo. 


Aleg,    {Fr.    alleger)    to-  aUeuiate» 

lighten. 
Alegeance,  Mitigation. 
Algates,   neijerthekfs  ;  fatneiimes  it 
fignifes,  by  all  tneans ,  %vhoIly,  or 
enjer.    ,  .  •         , 

All,  fometimes  us^d  for  altho. 
Alia    Turchefca,    in    the   Turkijh 

Manner. 
Als,  for  alfo.     ,   ,    ,   ,  i  , 
A  mate,  to  diftrefy.  terrify,  fubdugi- 
Amears'd,  fined.   " 
A  menage,  jjianage. 
Amenaunce,  Carriage,  Beha^uiour, 
Amis,  Apparel. 
Apay,  to  requite,  fatify,  pay. 
Appal,  to  fail,   to  terrify. 
Appeach,  to  accufe. 
Arear,   back-ujarcle ;    a  Icigging,  op 

back-ivard  Pace. 
Aread  or  areed,  to  ad-vife,    appoint ^ 

to  tell  or  to  giief.  (Sax.) 
A  reeds,  Ad--vices,  Difcourfes. 
Arew,  in  a  Ro^zu. 
Arraught,  reach' d,  fnatcPd,  feiz'd. 
Arret,  fometimes  fgnifies  Decree, 
Afcaunce,  a^.vry, 
Allake.  to  appeafe,  tofaken. 
AfTay  (frcm  of  ail)  attack. 
Afton'd,  or  aiiound,  afioniJh''d. 
AiToiled,  abfolv'd,  dijcharg^d,  try' J. 
Aftot,    to     bejoty    dscei've,  make  a 
Fool  of. 

Ailert 
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Allert,  tojianle. 

Attached,  feizd. 

Attone  (i.  e.  cu  one)  together, 

Atween,  betnueen. 

Avail,     (a    Noun)     Pricey    'value, 

Equivalent. 
A  vale,  (a  'verh)  to  lonver,  cr  bring 

do-ivn-^  or  to  defcend  (Fr.) 
Avaunting,  for  ad-vancing. 
Avengement,  Revenge. 
Avife,    (Ir.  aVlfer^   to   behold,  or 

obfer-ue,  to  be  Jhifible  of. 
Aumail'd,  enamelled.    (Fr.) 
Avour,    (from    the    Fr.    avouerj 

CcnfeJJton. 
Awhape,  to  afonijh,  terrify. 
Ay,  e-uer. 

Aygulets,  Points.  (Fr.) 
B. 
I  AfFul'd,  baffled,  beat.     ' 
Bale,     Sorro-zu,    Misfortune  ; 
it  originally  fgnifies  Burden. 
^■At^xA,  forrov:ful,  unfortunate, fidl 

of  Harm. 
Ban,  to  cinfe,  to  execrate. 
Barbs,  B(fjes  or    Ornaments  in  the 

Trappings  of  a  Horje. 
Barbed,  enibcjfcd. 
Burbican,   an  outer  Gate,  or  Porch^ 

or  a  Watch-l  o-zver. 
Bafted,  fovjed,   ^wrought. 
Bate,  did  beat. 

iJauIdrick  a  Belt;  Bauldrick  of 
the  Heavens,  the  Zodtack,  in 
nvhich  are  the  tivelvefgns. 
Say,  to  bark.  In  one  place,  viz. 
Fairy  Queen,  Book  \.  Canto -j. 
Sta?iza  3 .  Spenfer  tfes  it  to  fig- 
nify  to  bathe,  cherijh  or  fotnent, 
ferhups  from  the  German  bahen^ 
vohicb  has  the  fame  Signification. 
Bead -men,    prayiiig  Men,     i.   e. 

Perfons  feparated  to  De-votion. 
Beath'd  in  Fire,  harden^ din  the  Fire. 
Beauperes,   Cojnpanions,  Equals. 
J^eavy,  a  Co?npany. 
Bed/or  bid,  to  pray. 
Bedigllt,  drejs^d,  adorn  d. 
Behelt,  command. 
Behight  cr  behote,  caWd,  named; 
,     andfometimes  bid,  promis' d,gave. 


BeII-Accoi],/}z/r  Reception.  {Fr.) 
Eelamour,  Lo-ver. 
Eelamy,  Friend ^  from  the  Fr.  Belle 
,     amie. 

Eeldamc,  formerly  fgniff  d  the  fame 
[as  Dame  ?w-vj,  an  appellation  of 
Refpeil  to  Vy'omen  of  ordinary  Rank, 
Belgards  (from  the  Fr.  belles  Re- 

gardsj  beautiful  Locks. 
Bends,   Barrs  plac'd crsis  ivays. 
Benernpt,  bequeathed,  named. 
Bent,  (from  hexid)  is  fometimes  put 
for  yielding  or  complying. 
Bents  a  German  Word)  Bulruf^es. 
Bere,   Jometzmes   fgnifies     Weighty 

Preffure  or  Bearing. 
Beieen,  as  Courtefy  well    befeer, 
i.  e.  Courtejy  bearing   a  good  aj- 
feSl,   handjofn  'Trco.tmejU. 
Befprint  or  befprent,  hefprinkled. 
Beltad,  befet,  opprejs'd;  ill  beftad, 
ill  befet,  or  put  into  iin  ill  Condi- 
tion. 
Beteem,  deli-uer. 
Betight,   betide,   befaL 
Bickerment,  Strife. 
Bilive,  forthnvith,  immediately. 
Blatant-Beaft,  Detraaion  reprefent" 

ed  as  a  Monjier. 
Blent, /or  blended,  mingled;  fome^ 

times  hlent  fgnifies  blinded. 
Blefs ;    Spenfer  has  us''d  this  JVord 
to  fignify  the  vja'-ving  or  blan- 
dijhing  of  a  Szuord,  Fairy  Queen, 
Book  I .  Canto  5 .  Stanza  6 .  and 
Canto  8.  Stanza  22. 
Blin,  to  ceafe.  {Sax.) 
Blift  or  bleft,  Fr.  bleffe)  ivounded, 
BloolTm,  for  BloJ/hm, 
Bolts,  Arrovcs. 
Bond,  for  bound. 
Bonnibel,    a  fair  Maid.     A  com* 

pound  cf  the  Fr.  bonnet  belle. 
Boon,  (Sax.  ^QXi€)  fometimes  fgnt" 

fes  Prayer. 
Boot,  to  a-vail. 

Bootlefs,  unavailing,    unprofitahlt. 
Bord,  Jeft. 

■Bord,  {a  verb)   te  accojl ;  from  lie 
Fr.  A  border,  te  approach. 


Hh 
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Bordragings  [Fairy  ^een,  Book  2. 
Canto  10.  Stanza  63.)  this  feems 
to  he  a  made  Word,  to  Jignify  In- 
curjions,  or  ravaging  the  Borders. 

l&Otl^l,   rudet   clo'vjnijh. 

Borrow,  Pledge,  Surety,  Debt. 

Bofs  of  a  Shield,  the  convex  or  rais'd 
■fart. 

Boughts,  CircularFolds  orWindings. 

Bourn,  Torrent.    (Sax.) 

Brac'd  or  braft,  bwji. 

Brade,  for  broad. 

Brag,  proudly. 

Brand,  fomeiimes  fignifies  a  Fire^ 
brand,  and  is  fometi?nes  us^d  by 
Spenfer  for  a  Snvord,  from  the 
old  Runick  Brandur,  a  Sivord', 
"  from  '-whence  perhaps  is  derived  the 
Word  brandijh. 

Branfles,  (-Fr.)  Branuls,  a  fort  of 
Tune. 

Breem,  or  breme,  fierce,  fiercely, 

Bren,  burn. 

Brent,  burnt. 

Brond.    Vid.  Bran<I. 

Brondiron,  S'word. 

BufFe,  a  Bloiv. 

Bug,   Bug-bear. 

Bargain,  tofpring  orjf^oot  out,  [Fr.) 

Baskets  [a  Diminutive)  little 
Bujhes. 

Buxom,  yielding.    [Sax.") 

Bynempt,  named. 


lAitifF  or  Caitive   (Lat.  Cap- 
tivusy*  Slave  or  Captive. 
Camus,  a  thin  Gonvn. 
Canon,  Rule,  Ruling. 
Cark,  Care.    (Sax-) 
Carl,  a  Clon.vn,    (Sax) 
Carol,  iofing  Songs  of  Joy  ^ 
Carven,  to  ait. 
Caufen,  (Fr.  caufer^  to  argue  or 

debate. 
Certes,  certainly. 
ChafFred,  fold,  exchan^d. 
Chair,  chary  or  charily. 
Chamfred,   bent,  crooked. 
Chauf,  Heat,  ivrath.  (Fr.) 
Check-laton,  a  fieri  ofche^uefdSiuf] 


Cheer,  Countenance,  AfpeB,  Health, 

Temper. 
Chevalry,  an  old  Fr.  Wordfigniff" 

ing  Knighthood,  deriv' d  originally 

from  Chevalier,  an  Horfeman.  ■ 
Chevalrous,  knightly. 
Chevifaunce,    Jtchievement,    Per^ 

formance  :    fomethnes  it  fignifies 

Acquifition. 
Cleped  (Sax.   clepian,     to    call) 

calledy  named. 
Complot,  Plot. 
Combrous,  c umber fome. 
Con,  to  learn,  to  hiovj. 
Concent,  from  the  Lat.  Cojicentus^ 

concert  of  voices ^  harmony. 
Goncreve,  (from  the  Lat.  concrefco 

to  gro-xv  together. 
Conge,  Leave.  (Fr.) 
Conn'd,  learned. 
Conteck,  Contention,  Strife. 
Convenable,  agreeable.  (Fr.) 
Corb,  crooked. 
Corbs,     an  Ornament  in  Architect 

iure. 
Coronal,  Crovjn,i  Garland, 
Cotes,  Sheep-folds. 
Covetife,  Covetoufnefs. 
Coul'd,  as  couFd  is  good  to  all,  i.  e. 

difpens'd.  his  Bounty ;  perhaps froni 

the  Fr.  couler,  to  fiream. 
Count,  Account ;  of  count,  i.e.  of 

Account  or  Value. 
Counterfefaunce,  counterfeiting. 
Cour'd,  for  cover'' d. 
Couth,  (from  ken  or  con)  to  knew 

or  he  skilful  in. 
Crso-a    NLck, 
Crake,  to  crack  cr  ho  aft. 
Craven,  Conxiard,  or  covjardly. 
Credence,  Belief 
Cruddy,  concreted,  coagulated,- 
Crumenal,  Purfie. 
Gulier,  a  Plaugh-fijate. 


Pi.  N,  an  old  title  fignifying 
mailer t  like  the  Spanifi?  Don. 

Darraigu 
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Carriaign  or  darreigne,  to  attempt 

or    challenge    (as   it    is    us'd  in 

Chaucer^  or  to  prepare  for  Fight; 

.ftvtn    daren  to  dare,  or  from  the 

Fr.  d'arrangerj  to  dra-i»  up  or 

difpofe  in  order. 
Dearnly,  eamejily, 
Dearling,  Darling: 
Deere vv'd,  deer e as" J. 
Deemen,  deetfi,fuppeft, 
Defeafance,  defeat i?)g. 
Tit&tf ,  finely  cr  nimbly, 
Delices,    (Fr.)   Delights,  from  the 

Lat.  Delicioe. 
Dell  o-r  Delve,  Pit,  cr  Hole  in  the 

Ground. 
Demean,  for  DemeaJictir :,  fometimss 

it  fig7iif.es  to  debate. 
Derring-do,  Bold  Deeds,  MaJihood, 

Chi'ualry. 
Dempt,  deemed,  thought > 
Depeinten,  painted. 
Defcrive,  defcribe, 
Defs,  Seat. 
IDevikinl,  fall  of  Inijention  or  Con- 

tri'uance. 
Devoir,  Duty.    (Fr.) 
Diapafe,     a   Word  horronxi'd  from 

Diapafoti   in  Mtfck,  --which  fig- 
^    nifies  the  mof  pcrfeB  Harmony. 
Dight,  or  dite,  to  make  ready,  drcfs 

adorn.     (Sax.) 
Dirk,  dark,  or  to  darken. 
Difavaunce,  to  --withdranju^ 
(Difeafe,  for  Unecfmefs. 
Difcoure,  for  difco^er. 
Difcufs'd  (Fairy   ^ueen.   Book    3. 

Caiito  I.  Stanza  48.^  Jbaken  off 

Lat.  difcuffus. 
Difloin'd,  remote. 
Dilple,  to  difcipline.- 
Difpredden  (a  made  Word)  fpread. 
Difpurveyance,  n.vant  of  Pro-vifion. 
Diilraught,   dra-ivn ;    fomelimes    it 

fignifies  diftraHed  or  confufed. 
Doen,    done,    made,     or   to   make, 

Doen  to  die,  /'.  e.  made  to  die. 

put  to  death. 
Dool,  Dole,  or  Do/our,  (Lat.  Dolor^ 

Pain,  Grief. 
Doff,   to  put  off. 

Hh  4 


Dolorous,  painful,  or  full  of  grief. 

Don,  to  put  on. 

Dortours  (Fr.)  Dormitories,  Lodcr., 

ings  for  Monks. 
Doughty,  ^la/iant,  font. 
Drad,   for   Dread,     to   he  feared, 

(Sax.) 
Drapets  (Fr.)  Linen  Clothes, 
Drear,  Sorro-uj. 
Dreary,  mour?ful.  - 
Drent,  dro'w?i'd. 
Dreriment,  Sorro^vfulnefs , 
Drowfy-hed,  Dro--wJyneJs. 
Durefs  (Fr.)  Confne>ment,  Imprifcn^ 

ment. 

E. 
T?  AT  H,  eafy.    (Sax.) 
XLrf   '^'^r^,  formerly,  a^whiie  ago. 
)i'.iQ,  aljo ;  fometimes   it  is   a  P'erb^ 

and  fgnifes  to    L.ugment   or   nn- 

creaje. 
Eft,  after,  again. 
Ffcfoons,  quickly. 
Eld,  Old  Jge.    (Sax.) 
Elfs,  Fairies,  from  the  Sax,  ^Ifen- 

ne,  Huhich  fignifies  Spir.  ts« 
Elfin,  the  Adjeili-ve  of  Elf  ;  <3j  Elfin 

Knight,  i.  e.  Fairy  Knight. 
Embrave   (a  made  Word)   to  make 

brave  or  fiie,  to  drejs. 
Embay,  to  cherifh,  foirient,  or  bathe, 
Embofs,  this-  Word  in  one  place  (^vi-z. 

Fairy  Queen,  Book  3.   Canto  r. 

Stanza  64.^  feems  derivd  from 

the  Lat.     imbuere,    to  fiain  or 

imbrue ;   and  fo  fignifies   to    dip 

their  Hands  in  the  Jpoil,   or  taiit 

Pnfieffion  cf  it. 
Emboft,  CQ-ver''d,  overlaid;  a  Word 

borrovfd  from   rats' d  Works  in 

ArchiteSlure  or  Carving.    In  one 
place   fPairy    Queen,     Book   3. 

Canto  12.  Stanza  ij .)  it  Jeems  to 
fignify  purfued. 
Eme,     an    Uncle   hy    the   Mother\ 

Side.    (Sax.) 
Em  pare,  impnir,  iveaken. 
Empeach,  (from  the  Fr.  empeclicr^ 

to  hinder, 
Empight,  fix^d,  placed. 

Smprifi; 
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Empnfe,  Enterprife,    Undertaking, 

(Fr.J 
Enaunter,  left  that. 
Encheafon,     (Old   Fr.)    Occajion, 

Accident. 
Ejadofs,  fsr  etulorfe  ;  to  nvrite  or  en- 

grat'e  upon. 
Endur'd,  hardened  (Lat.  induro.J 
Enfouldred  Smoke    {Fairy  i^een)  ■ 

Book  I .    Canto    1 1 ,    Stanza  40, 

z.  e.   Sfnoke  mix'd  -Tvith  Flamesy 

and  thh'o-ivn  out  like  Lightning'; 

from  the  Fr.  fouldroyer,  to  dart 
-  ■'Thunderbolts,     or  to  blaji  nvitb^ 

Lightning. 
'Engorged,  Jiickitig  in  one's  Throat. 
EngrafFed,  ingrafted,  implanted. 
Erihaunc'd;  rais'd.       * 
Enfample,  Exjample. 
Enfeeras    [Fairy    '^eeny    Book    4. 

Canto  II.    Stanza   3^.)   a  7nade 

Word,  fgnifying  to  breed,  perhaps 

from  en  or  in  a72d  the  Fr.  femer, 

to  fcvj  Seed, 
Entail  [Ital.  Intaglia)  Engraving. 
Enterdeal,  Mediation. 
Y,ViXzv'^x\{t,  Jometi?nes  figniEes  is  give 

Reception  to  any  one. 
Entertake,  to  entertain. 
Efchevv,  at'oid. 
Efloin    (fro?n  the  Fr.  efloigner)  to 

n.mthdran\3  to  a  dijiance. 
Efloin  J  sxcufe. 
E-wftes,  Lizards. 
Excheat,    Accident ;   or  a  Property 

fallen  to  one  in  any  thing. 
Extirpe  {Lat.  extirpare)  to  root  out. 
Extreat,  Extradion.' 
Eyne,  Eyes. 

Eyas  Hawky  a  young  Haivk  ne^-.dy 
flsdgd,   and  fit  for  Flight. 

F. 

A  D  E,     /;•  fometimes    as'd  by 

Spenlcr  and  others  for  'vanifh. 

Thus  Shakefpear — It  faded  at  the 

cro-^ving  of  the   Cock.      Hamlet. 

Falfed  his  blows,  /.  -e.  made  Feints, 

or  falfe   Bloivs   to   dscei've  his 


Fare,  to  go. 

Fay,    Faith,    Truth;   fometimes    it 

figmfies  Fairy. 
Fay  tor,    Doer;    Falfe   Fay  tor,     e 

Dgcei'uer. 
Fearen,  to  frighten. 
Feculent  [Lat.]  foul,  full  of  Dregs, 
Feer,  or  Fere,  Companion. 
Fell  (ifl/.)  G^//. 
Ferm,  as  fieflily  Ferm,  F.  ^een, 

^.3.    C.  .5.    ^^.23.   i.e.ftej]?ly 

Prifon,  perhaps  the  Fr.  fermer, 

to  lock  up. 
Fiaunt,  Warrant, 
Flatltng,_^/. 
Flight,  Arro^uo. 

Flit,  to  fluQiiaAe,  to  be  in  motion, 
Flourets  [a  Difninuti-ve)  BloJJhms,. 

or  little  Flo-uoers. 
Foemen,  Fees. 
Foil  {Lat.  Folium)  Leaf;    Goldeix 

Foil,  Leaf-Gold. 
Foin'd,  pufi'd. 
Fon,  Fool. 
Fone,  Foes. 
Fond,  for  found. 
Fordo,  trndo. 
Fordone,  undone. 

Forehent,  feizd,    caught  hold  of. 
Forefay,  renounce. 
Forefaid,  forbid. 
Foreby,    before   and  near   to    an^ 

Place. 
Forethink,  to  repine,  or  be  concerii'd 

at  any  thing. 
For! ore,  put  by  pwetiek  Licence  for 

F&ylojn. 
Forlorn  (Sax  )  lof,  abandoned,   in 

a  defpcrate  Co?idition. 
Forray,   to  forrage,  to  prey  upon', 
fometi?nes  it  is  a  Noun  and  lignifies 
■  Forrage  or  Foraging. 
Forfwonk,  sweary  d,  over-laboured. 
Forfwat,  exhaujled  nvith  S-xveat. 
Fortilage,  Fort. 
Forworn,  much  'iioorn. 
Foller,  for  Forefter. 
Fouldring  (Fr.)  thundring,  blafifig  * 
vjith  Lightning, 

■  .         Foyfon 
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Foyfon,  Plenty. 

Franklin,  a  Per/on  of  a  liberal  Con- 

ditio7i  or  Behanjioip;  a  Freeman  or 

Gentle7nan. 
Frannlon,  one  of  too  free   or  loofe 

Beha-vioiir, 
Fray,  to  frighten. 
Frenne,  Stranger. 
Frize,  fometimes  put  for  freeze. 
Frowy,  mufy. 

G. 

A  G  E,  Pledge.  (Fr.) 
Galage,  a  H^ooden  Shoe,  from 

the  Fr.  Galoche. 
Gan,  for  began. 
Gazement,  gazing. 
Gear,  Furniture^  Equipage,  Drefs. 
Geafon,  perplexing. 
Gelt,  Gold. 
Gent,  fur  gentle. 

German,  Brother,  or  near  Kinfman. 
Gefts,  {hat.  Gefta)  Deeds,  Adions, 

Exploits. 
Giambeux  (Fr.  Jambes^  ^^g^' 
Giuits    and    Tarnaments,    an   old 
^  ?nanner  of  fengle  Combat  on  Horfe- 

back  tvith  Spears  and  S-ivords. 
Glade,  an  opening  in  a  Wood. 
Glaive,  S-word.    (Fr.) 
Glitterand,  glittering  ;  a  Participle 

US' d  by  Chaucer  and  the  old  Poets. 
Glee  (Sax.)  Gladnefs. 
Glenne,     a     Country     Hamlet     or 

Borough. 
Glode  (Fairy  ^ueen.  Book  4.  Canto 

4.  Stanza  23.)  fgnifies  glanc'd, 

or  is  nvrit  by  poetick  Licence  for 

glo-ived- 
Gnarre  (a  made  Word)  to  fnarl  or 

bark. 
Gondelay  [Jtal.  Gondt)Ia)  Boat. 
Goodlihead,  Goodlinefs. 
Gorge  (F;-.)  Throat. 
Grail,  is  fometimes  us" d  for  Grat-el, 
Greave,  for  Grofe. 
Gree,   (prom  the  /;■.  Grc)   Liking, 

Satisfaclion,  P  lea  fur  e;    as  ^with 

goodly  Gree    [Fr.  a  bon  Gre) 

lAitb   Complacency    or    Delight, 


Sometimes   Grz^    is    us''d  for 

Degree. 
Greet,  to  exclaim,  cry  out,  complain. 
GriefFul,  y^^//  of  Grief. 
Gy\^\e,  fgnifes  one  that  fnatches  any 

thing  greedily,  or  a  griping  Mifr^ 
Grillie  or  Griefly  dreadjull,  hidcou.. 
Groom,  Shepherd,  Herdjman. 
Guerdon,  [Fr.)  Reiuard,  Prize. 
Guilen,  to  beguile  or  dccei've. 
Guileful,  deceitful. 
Guife,  Form,  Habit,  Condition. 
Gyre  [Lat.  Gyrus)  a  Circle,  Ring% 

a  turning  round. 

H. 

Abergeon,  a  piece  of  Jrmour 
co<vering  the  Head  and  Shoul- 
ders. 

Hable  {Lat.  habilis)    apt,  nimble, 

Hal  fen  deal,  half,  a  Compound  Word;, 
en  deal  if-om  the  Sax.  Dx\]fg- 
nifies  in  partition. 

Hallidom,  Holy  Dame  ;  as  by  my" 
Haliidom,  an  Oath  by  the  fir- 
gin  Mary. 

Han,  for  ha^ve. 

Haqueton,  a  Piece  of  Armour. 

Harbrough,  Harbour. 

Hardiment  or  Hardyhed,  Hardf' 
nefs,  Boldnefs,   Daring. 

HarroWj  to  lay  ivajle,  to  deflroy. 

Harrow  /  (an  inter) eBion)  Alas  !  an 
old  Word  frc7n  Chaucer  ;  Haro 
is  a  Form  of  Exclamation  avtieu'ly 
US' din  Normandy  to  call  for  Help, 
or  to  raife  the  Hue  and  Cry. 

Haught,  put  by  poetical  Licc?ice  pr 
haughty. 

Heben  [Lat,  Hebenum)  Ebony. 

Hem,  them. 

Hend,  to  hold,    or  to  take  hold  of; 

Hent,  feiz^d,  caught  hold  of 

Herfal,  for  Rehearfal. 

Hery,  or  herie,  to  praife  or  cele- 
brate.     [Sax.) 

Heft  or  Heart,  Commarid,  Precept. 

Heydeguies,  a  fort  of  Country 
Dance. 

Hie,  to  go,  to  baften, 

Hight 
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Hight  {Sx.)  is  named  or  caWd. 
Hilding,  a  Tenn  of  Reproach  abbre- 

'viated  from  Hinderling,  "xhich 

fignifies  degenerate. 
Hood,  Condition,  State :  This  Word 

is    often   us^d  in    Cotnpounds,   as 

Knight-Hood,  Prief-Hood,  IFido-iv- 

Hood,  Sec. 
Here  or  Hoar,  ^oite  ;  fometimes  it 

fegnifes  Jqualled,  filthy,   rough. 
Hot  or    Hote    (frovi  hight)    nvas 

caWd  or  naind.    Hote  fotnetimes 

fignifies  did  name,  or  make  mention 

Hove,  for  hean:e. 

Houfljng  Sacramental  Fire,  US' din 

a  religious  Ceremony.     Hufel  in 

Sax.  fignifies  the  Eucharifi. 
Humblefs,   Humility. 
Hurlen  forth,  rufh fiorth. 
Hurtling,    thrufting;  fiometimes   it 

fignifies  fiirmifhing. 
I. 

diefs,  Idlenefs. 
Impe,  Child  or  Offspring,  from 

the  Sax-  impan,  to  graft  or  plant. 
Impeach,  is  fometimes  us'd by  Spen- 

fer  in  the  Senfe  of  the  Fr.  empe- 

cher,  to  hinder. 
Incontinent   {Lat.   incontinenter) 

i^zfiantly. 

Ingate,  Entrance. 

Intendiment  iFr.)  Under/landing, 

Intufe,  Bridfe.   (Lat.) 

Touifance)     t>  •  ■  ■        t\-      r 
=4  >    Kejoicingy   Ui^erlton, 

Joyance   j       -^       &> 

[Fr.) 

Ire  {L.at.  Ira)  Anger, 

K. 

KEEP,   Cufiody  or  Charge ;  to 
take  Keep,  to  take  Charge  ofi, 

to  It  ok  after  any  thing. 
Keight,  caught. 

K.enn,  to  knoiv,  to  fpy,  or  difco<ver. 
Kerns,    an    Irifh   Word  fignifiying 

Countrymen  or  Boors, 
Keft,  fior  cafi. 
Kefars,  C^fars,  Emperors. 
Keftrel,  a  Jort  of  Ha-ivk  of  the  hafer 

Breed. 


Kidft,  doji  knoiv. 
Kilt,  for  hilVd. 
Kirtle,  a  Womaiis  Gotvfti, 
Kon'd  [fir  ken^d)  kneijj, 

L. 

AD,  for  led. 
Laid,  taint. 
Latched,  caught. 
Lay  or  Lea,  a  Fieldy   a  Piece  of 

Land,  or  Meado'M. 
Leach  [Sax.  L^ce)  Phyfieian. 
Leafing,  Lye;  from  the  Sax.  Leafe, 

falfi. 
Ledden,  Language.  \Sax.^ 
Leef,   'willing. 
Leer  or  lear,  DoBrine,  Learning  | 

fro7n  the  Sax.  leran,  to  teach. 
Leefe>  lofi. 
Leman    i^from    th  Fr.   L'amant) 

Lcnjer,  Miftrefs. 
L'Envoy  [Fr.)  the  Epilogue  after  a 

Copy  of  Ferfes. 
Lenger,  longer. 
Left,  lifien. 
Lever  [Sax.)  rather. 
Levin,  Lightniiig. 
Levin- Brond,  IhuJidcrholt, 
Libbard,  Leopard. 
Lich,  like. 
Lief,   belo'ved  [Sax.    Leof  fignifies 

dear)  Liefeli  Life,  i.  e.   dearefi 

Lo've. 
Lig,  or  liggen,  to  lie. 
Lilled  out  his  Tongue,  for  lolled 

Old,  Sec. 
Lived   mortally  i.  e.  li'ved  among 

Mortals. 
Livelood,   Li'velinefs,  Li'-uelihood. 
Loord;  tfj  lazy  Loord,  idle  Fello^zu. 
Lope,  leaped. 
Lore  or  lorn,  lofi;  Sax.  lorianyf^- 

nifies  to  perijh,  to  be  lofi. 

y    |- ,  >  aLyar,Cheatyaloofe Fello'tv. 

Lout,  to  bonxj  or  bend;    a  Word  us  d 

by  Chaucer. 
Lover  or  Loover,  a  Chimtiey,   or 

Opening  in  the  Roof  of  a  Cottage. 

Lufkilhnefs, 
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Lufkiflmefs,  Lazine/s. 

Lufty-hed,  Lujihiefs,  Vigour. 

Lufllefs  (z.  e.  not  lufty)  iveaL 

Lyeke,  Jih. 

Lythe,  >//•* 

M. 
'AGE  {Lat.  Magus)  Magic'i- 
cian.   Enchanter. 

Mahoune,  Mahomet;  by  Mahoune. 
by  Mahomet,  a  Saracea  Oath. 

Make  [a  Noun)  a  Mate,  Con  for  t ; 
from  the  Sax.  Maca. 

Make  (a  Verb)  1 0  compofe  Vcrfes ;  a 
literal  Tranflation  of  the  Greek 
•rrouTv,  ^whence  our  Englifh  Wo7-d 
Poet. 

Mall,   a  verb,  to  beat  or  found. 

Malefices,  e-vil  Deeds. 

Mtdegine,  eviUrtifceor  Stratagem. 

Maltalent,  Jll-ioilL 

Martelled  CFr.)  hammer  d,  beat. 

Mated,  conquer  d,  fubdud. 

Maugre  {Fr.  Malgre^  in  fpight  of. 

Mazer,  a  Wooden  Bo--wl. 

Meare  [Sax.  Mera)  Boundary,. 

Medle,  to  mingle. 

Medled  or  medlyed,  mingled. 

Meed,  Renxjard,  Prize. 

Ment,  or   meint,  tningled. 

Mell  {Fr.  mefler)  to  intermeddle, 

Merciable,  vierciful. 

Mefprife,  Scorn.    [Fr.) 

A'^ickle,   Much. 

Mie'/e.yir  move. 

Minifn'd./fi/-  dimimjh'd. 

Miniments,  Toys. 

Mirk,  dark,  objcure. 

Mirkfome,  ohfure  filthy. 

Mifcreated,  created  atnifs,  ill-begot- 
ten. 

Mifcreant,  originally  fignifes  Infidel, 
or  otie  of  a  njorong  BelieJ,  —  a 
vile  Wretch, 

'M\^done,for  mifdofi.  e.  to  do  atnifs. 

Miffare,  Mifjortime. 

Miileek,  Difiike, 

Miller  5  as  Milter  Wight,  Kind  of 
Perjon;  IViiller  Malady,  Kind  of 
Malady. 

Miftereth  not,  needs  not. 


Mifween,  to  Misjudge. 

Mochel,    much. 

Mold-warps,   Moles. 

Morion  (Fr. )  Head-piece,  Helmet. 

Mott,  did  mete  or  meafure. 

Mountenance,  the  Jmount  of  am 

thing,  ^ia7itity,  Difiance. 
Muchel,  ?7iuch. 
Mured  up,  clofednp. 

N. 

[N.  B,  The  Letter  N  is  often  added 
hi  Spenfer  at  the  End  of  a  Word 
{Jometi'/nes  to  lengthen  it  a  Syllable) 
GjEyen,  Eyes,  Skyen,  Skies,  &r. 
andefpecialk  in  Verbs,  as  vievven, 
to  vieiv,  doen,  to  do.  Sec.  in 
•which  he  follovjs  the  old  Saxon 
Termination. 

A  R,  near  or  nearer 4 
Nas,  has  not. 
Nathemore,  not  the  more. 
Nathlefs,  not  the  lefs,orneverihelefs. 
Ne,  nor. 

Needments,  Nec^ffaries. 
Nempt,-  named. 
Net,  clean.    (Fr.) 
Newell,  Nc-vehy. 
Nil],  ^.vill  not. 
Nimblefs,  Nimbknefs. 
No  ul  ( Sax. )  the  Cro  von  ofthi  Head, 
Noul'd,  tvoitld  not. 
Nourfle,  tonurfe. 
Nourfling,  Nurfe  ;  fometimes  it  fig  • 

nifiesthat  ivhich  is  nursed. 
Noyance,  Harm. 
Noy'd,  annofd  or  hurt. 
Noyours,  hurtful  or  baleful. 

O. 

^Verc^a\v,  to  croav  over,  to  rK- 
fult. 

Over-hent,  overtook^ 
Overgraft,    overgrovjn  ivith  Grafs. 
Overwent,  o-ver-Mhehn  d. 
Ought,  o-ivncd. 
Out-well,    fiovj     out,   yield   cut, 

difcharge. 
Owches,  BoFes,  «r  Buttons  cfGcld 
'Pais'd, 
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\h.h''A,  for  poised. 

Palfrey,  a  Hm-fe-,  moji  ccm- 
inonly  it  fi?n\fies  Juch  Horfes  as  are 
kept  for  Women. 

Pall  (Lat.  Palliumj  a  robe. 

Falmer,  Pilgrim.  Tbofe  --who  re- 
turn  d  from  the  Holy  War  i.vere 
frjl  called fo^  becavfe  they  bore 
branches  or  Jla'ves  nf  Palm-trees 
in  their  hands,  as  a  fignal  that 
they  had  fought  againjl  the  Infi- 
dels in  the  Holy  Land. 

Pannikell,_/Z:a//,  cro~j:n  of  the  head. 

r:iragon  (Fr. )  Example,  Pattern, 
Precedent,  Comparifou ;  Jometimcs 
it  fgnifics  Compa-iiion,  as  Fairy 
Queen,  Book  3.  Canto  lo.  Stanza 

35* 
Parai'aunt  (Fr.)  by  chance. 

Parbreakj  <vo7nit.- 

Peark,   brifk. 

Feaze  (for  Po'ife)  Weight. 

P;eece,  is  fomctitnes  ujedfor  a  Place 

of  frength,   a  Fort,   or  Poft. 
Peregal,  eciual. 
Perfent,  piercing  ;  in  one  Place,  ^i-z. 

Pairy  Queen,  Book  3.   Ca/au  9. 

Stanza  20.   it  is  u fed  for  pierced. 
Perdie  (Fr-  parDieu)  anoldOath. 
Pheer,  Companion. 
Fight,  pitched,  placed,  fix  d. 
Pill,  to  rob,  to  pillage. 
Pionings,  Works  oj  Pioneers, 
Plain,  to  complain. 
Plaint,   Cmnplaint. 
Pleafance,  Pleafure. 
Plight,   circiunjlances,  condition. 
Pomant,  fharp,  piercing. 
Point,  as   armed   to    point,    i.   e. 

armed  compleatly. 
Portefs,   a  Prayer-Book,  or  Pocket- 

Book  of  De-votion ;  from  the  Fr, 

porter,    to  carry. 
Porraunce,    Bcha^vicur ;   from    the 

Fr.   is  porter,  (0    beha^ve   one's 

flf 
Poufi'e,  Pcafe. 
Preaf;  or  Preace,  Cr;-v:d. 
Preacing,   cron.vding. 


Pricking  on  the  Plain,  /.  e.  riding 
on  the  Plain. 

'?x\d,froof. 

Prieve,  to  pro've. 

Prow,  'Valiant,  provveft   mofi  vali- 
ant ;  from  'vshefice  Prowefs,  ^ca- 
'  iuuf, 

Proyn'd,  pruned. 

Puiffance  {Fr.)  Povjer,   Might. 

PuiiTant  (Fr.)  po^vjerful,  mighty. 

Vm^t^,  fourij/jed  luifh   a   Needle  i 
from  the  Fr.  pcuriiler. 
Q. 
|Uaid,  fubdiid  fa  made  Wcrd, 
perhaps  infteaa  of  quailed   or 
que  IP  d,) 

Quail,  to  languijlv. 

Quaint,  nice,  curious. 

Qaeint,    auenched. 

Queem  or  queam,  pleafe.   (Sax.) 

Qvi^ell,  fometimes  us  d  by  Spenl'sr  for 
die.  Cvveilan  in  Sa.\-.  fgnifics 
to  kill. 

Que  ft,  exploit. 

Quich,  to  fir, 

Quight  or  quite,  to  deliver,  to  free. 

Quite,  to  requite. 

Qaited,  requited,  return  d. 

Quook,  did  quake. 

R. 

A  D,  for  did  read,  or  gucfd. 
Rail,  to  run  along. 
Rain  J  for  reign. 
Raft,   rent,  tore. 
Ramp,  to  pai'j,   or  to  fiy  otit  like  a 

mad  Horfe . 
Rathe,  eariy. 
Raught,   did  reach. 
Ray,   for  array. 
Read  or  Reed,    a  Proi^erh,  Doe- 

trine,  or  Prophecy. 
Read  or  reed,  fometimes  fignifies  to 

ad'-oife,  and  fometimes  to  gucfs  or 

divine. 
Reave,  to    herea-je,  or  take  aijjay 

violently-. 
Rebut,  rebound,  recoil,  repel.  [Frf 
Reck,  to  reckon,  account. 
Pvecour'dj  reco'jerd, 

RecrsanU 
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Recreant,  out  of  hope,  untrujly, 
conjuardly  ;  fro7n  re,  nx:hich  is 
/o?netmes  a  negatinje,  and  creant, 
belie--ving. 

.Recule  (Fr.)  to  recoil,  to  ginjenvay. 

Recure,  to  recover,  to  repair. 

Reeks,  for  reckons. 

Reft,   bereft,   depri'vd. 

Relate,  jometimes  fii^7iifies  to  bring 
back  again,  or  rcJJore. 

Reliven,  to  linje  again, 

Renns,_/or  j-uns. 

Renvers'd  o'verturnd.      (Fr.J 

Remercy'd,  thav.k\L   (fr^.) 

Replevy,    to  redeem  a  Pledge, 

Refiant,  Refident. 

Retrait  Ital.  Ritratto^  Figure, 
Portrait. 

Reverfe,  (Lat.  Revertere^  to  re- 
turn. 

Revelt,  to  cloath  agaiii. 

Rew   (for  rue)  to  grie-ve,  or  pity, 

RibaiLild,  a  dtbauch\l  Fellovj. 

Rife,  frequent. 

Riotife,   Riot,  Debauchery. 

Riven,   rent,  fpUt,  torn. 

Roots,  young  Bullocks. 

Rofiere  (Fr.)Rofe-tree, 

Rote,  a  harp  or  lyre. 

Royne  (Fr.  ronger)  to  bite,  or 
gnaiv. 

Rue  ffometimes  Spenfer  'writes  it 
renvj  to  grieve,  fity. 

Ruth,  pity. 


Alew'd,  faluted. 
Sam^   J' or  Jame ;   fame  times   it 

fignifics  together. 
Samite,  Satin, 
Scarmoges,  fkirmifhes. 
Scath,  (Sax.)  Hartn,   M'fchief. 
Serine,  (Lat.    Scrinium^     Cofftr, 

Chef. 
'Sdeign,/rr  Difiain, 
Sear,  dry,  confumcd, 
Seely,  yf//)'. 
Selcouth,  unconanon ',  a  con;pound  of 

Seld    arJ  cou;h,    i.    e.  Jel.km 


Sell,   Saddle  ;  perhaps  frorn  the  Lat. 

Sella,    a  feat. 
Semblaunt  or  Semblaunce,  refem^ 

blance,  appearance. 
Senefchal,  a  Prifdent,  Govertwitr, 

or  Ste-xvard. 
Sew,  tofolloijo. 
Sheen,  fining,  hrightiiefs. 
Shendj  to  dijgrace,  to  fpoil. 
Shot  in  Years,  ad-vanc'd  in  Tears. 
Shrift  or  ShnVing,   Confffion, 
Shright,  fmek'd;  fometimes  it  is  a 

houn,  and  fgnifis  a  fhrieking, 

or  crying  out. 
Shrilling,  for  fhrill. 
Sib,  of  kin. 
Sich,  for  fuch. 
Siege,  7^/-.  Seat, 
Sike,  fuch. 
Siker,  Jure,  furely, 
Sikernefs  (i,  e.  Surenefs)  Safety. 
Simplefs,   Simplicity. 
Sin,  for  fnce. 
Singults  (Lat.)  Sighs, 
Sith   (a  Ccntradioti  of  t-vjo  Words., 

VIZ.)  fnce  that. 
Sithence  or  Sithnefs,  feeing  that, 

or  fmce  ;  n-vhich  laf  Word  is  the 

Contrarian  of  Sithence. 
Sithes,  Fi7}ies,  (Sax,) 
Snarl,  to  int angle,  to  emharraf. 
Srieb,   to  fiub,  or  check. 
Snubbs,  Knats  in  Wood. 
Sold,   hire,  pay. 
Soote,  f-weet,  orfmaeetly. 
Sooth,  true,  or  t7-uth,  an  old  Sax. 

Word;  from    -zvhence  is  deri-Sd 

Sooth- laying. 
Soothly  or  Ibothlich,  truly. 
Sovenance,   Remembrance.  (Fr.) 
Spalles,    Shoulders,    a    Contraction 
■  of  the  Fr.  Efpaules. 
Spar,  the  bar  of  a  Gate, 
Sper  or  fpar  the  Gate,  faf.en   the 

Gate, 
Speifl,  for  dijpcrs'd. 
Spill,  to   fpoil,   corrupt,  diflroy. 
Spire,  Lat.  fpiro,  to  Ircathe. 
Springal,  a  Tenth. 

Scjuirc 


494 


A    GLOSSARY. 


Squire  ^Fairy  Queen,  Book  2, 
Canto  1,  Stanza  58.^  pit  for 
Square,  for  the  fake  of  Rhime, 

Stadle,  Staff, 

Stales,  Tricks ;  Stala  in  Sax,  fig- 
tiifies   Theft. 

Stank,  nveary^  or  faint. 

Star-read,  Dodrine  of  the  Stars^ 
JJironomy. 

Stean,  for  Stone, 

Sted,    afiand,  or  feat ; 

Stent,  for  Jiint, 

Sterve,  die  j — ■. Do  men  in  Bale 

to  fterve  (Faify  ^een.  Book  2, 
Canta  6,  Stanza  34-^  i.  e.  make 
Iiisn  to  die  in    Sorrbnv. 

Steven,  Sax.    Sound,  Noife, 

Stole,  Lat.  Stola,  a  Robe  or  Veil. 

Stound,  Hour,  Time,  Seafon;  fome- 
times  it  fgnifes  Misfortune,  as 
ill  Stound,  like  the  Fr,  MaU 
heur. 

Stound,  for  ftunn'd, 

Stour  or  Stower,  Trouble,  Misfor-^ 
tune.  Attack,  Fit. 

Strene,  for  Strain,  Race,  Defcent, 

Sty,  tofoar,  to  afcend 

Subverii,  onjerthron.vn. 

Sorbett,  'n.vsaried. 

Surquedry,  Pride,  Prefumption. 
The  Ititeral fenfe  of  this  Word  is 
Over-thinking  from  the  old  Fr. 
Surcuider,  a  compound  of  Sur, 
aho-ve,    and  cuider,    to  think. 

Swell,  hurnd,  confufnd  nxjtth  heat; 
from  'whence  comes  ourfukry,  i.e. 
Siveltry  ;  fometimes  it  fgnifes  to 
fnaoon,  faint  anxiay  or  die. 

Swerve,  to  nuandzr. 

Swink,  Labour,  Sax. 

T. 

TE  D  E,  Lat.  Teda,  a  Torch. 
Teen,  Trouble,  Mifchief; 
it  is  ufed  alfo  hy  Spenfer  as  a 
Verb,  and  fgnifes  to  excite,  or 
fro'vake  to  do  a  thing. 
Thewes,  Sax.  ^alities,  ^anners^ 
CufonSf 


Thewed,  mannered;  as  well  tlievv* 
ed,  nxell  manner  d. 

Thilk,  this,   that, 

Tlio,  then  ;  the  Sax.  is  Thonne. 

Thralled,  enfa'ved. 

Thralls,  Sla'ves. 

Thrilling  or  thrilUnt,  piercing. 

Tickle,  tic  klip,  fippery. 

Tide,  Ti?ne ;  a  tide,  for  aiKihile^ 

Tides,  Seafons, 

Tight,  tied. 

Tine  a  Noun  for  Teen,  Trouble' 

Tine,  a  Verb,  to  rage,  or  fmart. 

Tined  (Fairy  ^een.  Book  4,  CantQ 
II.  Stanza  ^6,  J  fought. 

Tort,  Fr-  Wrong. 

Tortious,, /a//  0}  Wrong. 

Totty,  dizzy,  tottering, 

Tramels,  Nefs. 

Tranfmew,  transform. 

TreachourorTreachetour,  Traitor^ 

Tread,  Footing,  Path. 

Treague,  Agreement,  or  Intrigue. 

Treen,  of  a  Tree  ;  a^treen  Mould, 
i.  e.  the  Mould  or  Shape  of  a 
Tree. 

Troad  or  Trode  (of  tread)  Footing. 

Turnament,  a  fort  of  fngle  Com- 
bat on  Horfe-back,  and  commonly 
^th  Lances  ;  called  fo  from  the 
frequent  turning  of  their  Horfes 
in  the  Engagement, 

Twiten,   to  blame. 

U. 

'A  D  E  D,  gone :  Lat.  vado, 
to  go. 

Vantage,  Profit,    Advantage. 

Ventail,  that  part  of  the  Helmei 
nuhich  is  made  to  lift  up. 

Venteth  into  the  Wind,  fnuffs  the 
Wind. 

Vild,  vile. 

Virelays,    a  fort  of  Songs. 

Viinomy,  Phyfognomy,  Vifage,  Af- 
peSi, 

Umbriere,  the  Vifor  of  the  Hel- 
met. 

Uneath^ 
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•Uneath,    difficult,   fcarcely^     nxjith 

difficulty  ;  fame  times  it  ffgnifies  al- 

mojl. 
Uncouth,  odd,   defortridy   firange ; 

it  is  of  Saxon   Deri'vation,  and 

originally  figniffes  unknown. 
Under-fong,  Sax.  to  take  in  hand-, 

to  attempt  to  betray, 
I'ndight,  loojon'd  untyd.  . 
XJnhele,  to  unco'ver,    to    expo/e  to 

<vievj. 
Unken'd,  not  knoivn. 
Unkempt,    Lat.    incomptus,  un- 

adornd. 
Unlich,  ufed  by  poetical  Licence  for 

unlike. 
Unfoot,  unftveef. 
Unwares  to   Wight,  tinhnov^n  to 

any   body. 
Unweeting,  unknoicing,  una^jcares. 
Unwift,   unknonjun,    not  thought   off. 
Upbrays,  Upbraidings,  Reproaches. 

w. 

'AGE,  fame  limes  Jtgn'ifies 
the  fame  as  gage  or  pledge. 

War,  n.'jorfe. 

W^are,  nvary,  cautious. 

Warelefs,  fupifyd. 

War-hable,  apt  for  War,  a  Com- 
pound of  War  and  hable,  Lat. 
habilis,    apt,   nimble. 

Warray,  to  difurh  or  7nakeWar  upon. 

War- old,  old  in  War  or    Strife. 

Watchet,  pale,  blue. 

Wavves  (Fairy  Queen,  Book  z, 
Canto  12,  Stanza  4.)  put,  for 
the  fake  of  Rhime,  for  Waives, 
or  perhaps  for    Woes. 

Wayment,  to  be-zvail;  a  Compound 
of  Waye  or  Woe,  and  lament. 

Weal-away,  alas  ! 

Ween  or  weenen,  to  think,  to  be 
of  opinion. 

Weet,  to  kno^  ;  to  weeten,  to  ivit. 

Weetlefs,  icn-hioaving. 

Weft,  nxianjed,  a^ootded ;  fometitnes 
it  fgnifies  n.vafted. 

Wtft  (^  'Noun)  a  Stray,  any  thing 
itat  Huanders  and  is  loft. 


Weld,  to  tno've,  to  ivield,  togo'vem^ 

Welk,  to  fet,  decreafe,  'wither. 

Welkin,  Sky. 

Well,  to  fpring,  or  flo^w. 

Welter,  to  <zuallow. 

Wend,  Sax.  Wendan,  to  tum^ 

Went,  going,  courfe. 

Wex,  to  ixjax,  to  grow,  to  become, 

Whally  or  W\i3.\yJireak''dorfrip^d, 

Whereas,  in  our  old  Writers  Jigni" 

ffes  no  more  than  where. 
Whilom,  e'er-ivhile,  formerly y  or  in 

a  'while, 
Wight,  Creature,    Perfon, 
Wightly,    quickly. 
Wimble,  an  Adjeilinje^  ff^fting  to 

and  fro. 
Wimpled,  folded  ever  like  a  Veil, 
Wife,    Guife,  Appearance. 
Wift,    thought  or  knenjo;  from  the 
Sax.  Wiflan,  or  the  Germ.  Wiffen, 

to  kjlO'W. 

Wite  (a  Noun  J  Blame,  Reproach  ; 
fro?!t  the  Sax.  Witan,  to  blams, 
or  accufe. 

Wite  or  witen  (a  Verb)  to  blame. 

Woe  begon,  o'vern.velm''d  <vuitb 
Sorronv. 

Wonne  fa  Verb)  to  divell,  or  fre- 
quent, from^he  Sax.  Wunian,  or 
the  Gerfn.  Wonen,  of  the  fame 
Signification. 

Wonne  or  Wonning  a  (NounJ 
D-zvelling. 

Wood,   or  Wode,  mad. 

Wote,  to  knozu,  to  befenftble  of, 

Woxen,  for  nvax'd. 

Wreakful,  re'vengeful. 

Wrizled,  'wrijzkled. 

Wroken,  nureaked,  revenged., 

Y. 

[N.  B.  The  Letter  Y  is  frequently 
placed  in  thebeginning  of  a  Word 
by  Spenfer,  to  lengthen  it  a  Syl- 
lable.] 

YBENT    bent,  inclind,  ad^ 
dieted. 
Yblent,  blinded. 

ybrcnt. 


4$^ 
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Ybrent,  Burfif. 

Yclad,  r/W,  clothed. 

Ycleped,   called,  named. 

Ydrad,  feared,  dreaded, 

Yede,  or  yead,  to  go. 

YeGnjan,   fometimes  Jignijies    Ser- 

•vant. 
Yeven,  gi'ven. 
Yfere,  together.  Sax, 
Ygq,  gone. 
Ylike,  ybr  alike. 
Ymclt,  melted^ 
Yod  or  yode  (PraterTenfe  of  yede) 

'vent. 
Y.oldj  yielded. 


Yond,  beyond;  from  the  Monll:er 
yond  ( Fairy  ^cen.  Book  iii. 
Canto  7.  Stanza  z6.J  i.  Q.from 
beyond  the  Monjier. 

Yore,  as  of  yore,  fcj-rnerly. 

Youngth,  Youth. 

Ypent,  petit  up,  or  folded  like  Sheep, 

Ypight,  placed. 

Yrapt,    rapt  in  an  Extafy. 

Yroke,  yvvraken  or  y wroken, 
ivreak^d,  re'veng^d, 

Yfame,  together. 

Yfliend,  to  fpoil,   to  difgrace. 

Ywis  or  Ivvis,  to  my  oivn  Ktiovj- 
ledg^. 
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